May 7, 2019

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

192) was

————

KIDS TO PARKS DAY

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 193, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 193) designating May
18, 2019, as ‘‘Kids to Parks Day”’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
being no objection, the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KENNEDY. I further ask that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

193) was

—————

COMMENDING THE GOVERNMENT
OF CANADA

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 61, S. Res. 96.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 96) commending the
Government of Canada for upholding the rule
of law and expressing concern over actions
by the Government of the People’s Republic
of China in response to a request from the
United States Government to the Govern-
ment of Canada for the extradition of a
Huawei Technologies Co., Litd. executive.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KENNEDY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 96) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 6, 2019,
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)
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Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
May 8; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two Leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the Bianco nomina-
tion under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators MENENDEZ and WHITE-
HOUSE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 20 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MUELLER REPORT

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
come to the floor to once again discuss
U.S. policy toward the Russian Federa-
tion. I fear this body is in the grips of
a paralysis that has rendered us flat-
footed in the face of a multitude of
threats from Russia. This is not a pa-
ralysis due to a lack of knowledge, lack
of facts, or lack of intelligence. It is a
paralysis of our politics, a paralysis
born out of a lack of political will to do
what is necessary in the absence of
Presidential leadership, a lack of will
to stand up for our national security, a
lack of will to defend our Democratic
institutions, a lack of will to fulfill the
oath that every single Member of this
Chamber swore to uphold.

The inaction from this body since the
beginning of the year on Russia has
been astounding. It gives me no pleas-
ure to think that political consider-
ations could be compromising the Re-
publican majority’s willingness to re-
spond robustly to the Russia threat,
but how else can I explain why the
party of Reagan has gone missing?
What force, other than politics, can ex-
plain our failure to demand the admin-
istration robustly respond to Russia’s
seizure of Ukrainian ships in the Kerch
Strait in the high seas in international
waters? What force other than politics
can explain our feeble response to Rus-
sia’s chemical attack in the United
Kingdom? What force other than poli-
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tics can explain our failure to thwart
Russia’s hand in Syria and allow Putin
to sit back and enjoy the political in-
stability spawned in Europe by the re-
sulting migration crisis? What force
other than politics can have us playing
right into Putin’s hands? What force
other than politics can explain the re-
marks made earlier today by Majority
Leader MCCONNELL in which he sug-
gested that Democratic efforts to as-
sess the full and unredacted Mueller re-
port are impeding the ability of this
body to shore up our election security?

Well, that is really rich. I might re-
mind the American people that it was
the majority leader who, when pre-
sented by top intelligence officials in
the Obama administration with Rus-
sian efforts to help President Trump’s
candidacy, blocked efforts to inform
the public?

Look, I am not here today to talk
about conspiracy or obstruction or
President Trump. Make no mistake,
those issues are deeply concerning, and
contrary to the majority leader’s
words, the case is not closed. The case
is not closed. However, there will be
other opportunities to address these
issues, and when it comes to shoring up
our defenses, we are running out of
time.

So as the ranking member on the
Foreign Relation Committee, I am here
to flash a red warning light about what
the Mueller report means for our na-
tional security, what it means for
America’s geopolitical standing with
respect to Russia, what it means for
our credibility on the world stage as
Democratic institutions are attacked.

I am worried that in the face of Rus-
sian aggression, we are getting lost,
not in the fog of war but in the fog of
politics, and our inaction today will
have consequences that outlast any
Presidency, haunting us for years or
even decades to come.

Let’s review what we know about the
Russian threat and how long we have
known about it. It was over 2 years
ago, in January of 2017, when the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence determined
that Russia interfered in the 2016 elec-
tion. Our intelligence community re-
leased that assessment that concluded
Russia’s efforts to influence the 2016
Presidential election ‘‘demonstrated a
significant escalation in directness,
level of activity, and scope of effort
compared to previous operations.”

They concluded that this attack was
ordered by President Putin himself and
that ‘“Putin and the Russian Govern-
ment developed a clear preference for
President-elect Trump.”

They concluded Russia’s efforts
“[Bllend[ed] covert intelligence oper-
ations—such as cyber activity—with
overt efforts by Russian Government
agencies, state-funded media, third-
party intermediaries, and paid social
media users or ‘trolls’ to undermine
our 2016 elections.”

In addition, our intelligence commu-
nity warned that ‘“‘Moscow will apply
lessons learned from its Putin-ordered



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T15:24:59-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




