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remind my colleagues of the various limitations Congress has placed on the District of
Columbia. Despite paying more federal taxes
than 22 states and paying the highest per capita federal taxes in the United States, the residents of Washington, D.C. still do not have full
voting representation in Congress.
I ask the House to join me in welcoming all
attending the 29th annual D.C. Black Pride
celebration.
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Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I would like to include in the RECORD
the following obituary for Mr. Bill O’Dell of Putnam County:
FRIENDS AND FAMILY HONORING COMMUNITY
LEADER IN PUTNAM COUNTY WHO SUDDENLY
PASSED AWAY
(By Taylor Eaton)
PUTNAM COUNTY, W.VA. (WSAZ).—A man
who dedicated his life to preventing teen
substance abuse in Putnam County passed
away suddenly on Monday.
Bill O’Dell was a community leader in
many ways. He dedicated his life to substance abuse prevention across West Virginia.
O’Dell passed away while he was swimming
in the pool at the YMCA in Teays Valley.
Friends and family say he suffered a medical
emergency.
Most of his work was centered in Putnam
County. O’Dell was the director of the Putnam Wellness Coalition, a group that was
formed to educate teenagers about the dangers of alcohol and drugs.
O’Dell spent his time going into schools to
speak to students, setting up fundraising
events for the coalition and participating in
different promotions around prom and graduation time. That’s just to name a few.
Evan Young, who worked with O’Dell for
many years, says they just wrapped up an
event for Cinco de Mayo over the weekend
that was geared toward making sure kids
had a safe and fun environment. Most of the
proceeds from the event went to the Putnam
Wellness Coalition.
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Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I am pleased to join numerous colleagues in honoring the life and legacy of
James H. Billington, the 13th Librarian of Congress, who died on November 20, 2018.
Before Jim Billington’s appointment as Librarian of Congress in 1987, he served thirteen productive years as director of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
Before that, and throughout his career, he was
a researcher and author, continuing to
produce serious scholarship on Russian history and culture.
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Jim was the inspiration behind the Open
World Leadership Center, a unique Library of
Congress—Legislative Branch initiative which
for twenty years has administered thousands
of exchange visits to the United States of professionals and other leaders from post-Soviet
and post-communist states. As a current
board member of Open World, I have deepened my appreciation of Dr. Billington’s legacy
and of the way the Center can compliment
and support the House’s work, through the
House Democracy Partnership (HDP), to promote parliamentary development in emerging
democracies.
Like many members of Congress, I have
enjoyed a cordial and productive working relationship with Jim Billington for years—from the
Legislative
Branch
Appropriations
subcommittee, to Open World, to encouraging
Congressional Research Service engagement
with HDP’s partner legislatures, to the building
of programs such as American Memory—the
national digital library—and the John W. Kluge
Center’s program for visiting scholars. In recent years, Jim and his wife Marjorie have
been a welcoming presence at the wonderful
Library of Congress dinners, sponsored by
David Rubenstein, featuring authors of major
studies in American biography and history.
Madam Speaker, Jim Billington lived a full
and consequential life of scholarship, institutional innovation, and public service. We miss
his cordial and collegial presence as we
mourn his passing and appreciate his wideranging legacy. We extend gratitude and good
wishes to Marjorie and their family in the hope
that the outpouring of affections and appreciation will offer solace and support at this time
of loss.
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Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to honor Mr. Vidal Arroyo for being selected
as the first ever Rhodes Scholar from Chapman University, a prominent research University in my district.
As one of 32 U.S. scholars selected for a
Rhodes Scholarship, he will be provided all
expenses for up to four years of study at the
University of Oxford in England. Mr. Arroyo
earned his place as a Rhodes Scholar, not
only for his outstanding scholarly achievements, but for his character and commitment
to his education.
I applaud Mr. Arroyo for maintaining a perfect GPA in his educational career. He has expressed his unique passion to become a new
paradigm of science by striving toward his
goal of creating artificial intelligence tools that
are driven to treat cancer.
Mr. Arroyo comes from a humble background and is the first in his family to attend
college. As a founder and President of Chapman STEMstors, he has been mentoring atrisk youth to explore careers in science, technology, engineering, and math.
While volunteering at Children’s Hospital of
Orange County, he was exposed to children
struggling with obesity and other diseases
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after being declared cancer-free; thus, motivating him to conduct research on the relationship between cancer and obesity. His passion
for finding treatments for cancer is demonstrated by his drive to design artificial intelligence algorithms that can be used to personalize cancer treatment. Mr. Arroyo’s contributions toward supporting and developing tools
for cancer treatment could potentially impact
the lives of millions around the world.
Mr. Arroyo’s passion for education has been
the framework of his success. As a first-generation college student, and now Chapman
University’s first Rhodes Scholar, he is an extraordinary inspiration to our community. For
this reason, I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring and recognizing the accomplishments and career of Vidal Arroyo. Go Panthers.
f
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Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dr. David L. McKenna, a
legendary leader in Christian higher education,
as he celebrates his 90th birthday during the
month of May 2019.
Born in Michigan, Dr. McKenna received an
education at Spring Arbor College, Western
Michigan University, and Asbury Theological
Seminary, culminating with a Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan.
Dr. McKenna served as the President of
Spring Arbor College (now university), a respected Christian college in my district, from
1961 to 1968. He led the transformation of
Spring Arbor from a two-year college to a baccalaureate institution and years later served as
the Chairman of the Board when it became
Spring Arbor University.
He went on from Spring Arbor to serve as
President of Seattle Pacific University from
1968 to 1982 and as President of Asbury
Theological Seminary in Kentucky from 1982
to 1994, completing a remarkable 33 years of
presidential leadership in higher education.
Dr. McKenna and his wife, Janet, now live
in Kirkland, Washington, where they remain
active and continue to positively impact people’s lives. For many years, he has been a
prolific author, continuing to publish at least
one book per year.
I ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in wishing Dr. David L. McKenna a happy 90th birthday, and in expressing best wishes for future
blessings.
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Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the life and legacy of Rodney
Burress who passed away on April 29, 2019
at the age of 58 after decades of service to
Taylor County.
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