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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCGOVERN).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 8, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JAMES P.
MCGOVERN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

AMERICA IS IN A
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today because there are some
things that I must call to the attention
of the Congress.

Some news sources have indicated
that somebody has said that we are in
a crisis, a constitutional crisis. Mr.
Speaker, I am that somebody. We are
in a constitutional crisis.

Mr. Speaker, we currently have the
executive branch and the legislative

branch in a standoff, a standoff because
the President of the United States of
America has refused to cooperate and
has encouraged others to do so, refus-
ing to allow subpoenas to be properly
honored—subpoenas properly issued, I
might add. He has indicated that he, as
President, will continue to do so in his
words and his deeds.

So, Mr. Speaker, I still rise, and I do
so because there is a crisis. But I also
do so because this obstruction by the
President continues to this day.

As I speak currently, the President is
engaged in obstruction. This policy
that he is implementing of not allow-
ing persons to testify if he can prevent
them from doing so, thwarting the in-
vestigation that is taking place—law-
ful investigations, I might add—is a
form of obstruction in and of itself. He
continues to obstruct.

Mr. Speaker, I rise, also, because
many have said that the soul of the
country is at stake. Mr. Speaker, I
would amend this. I would agree that
the soul of the country is at risk, but
I would also say that the soul of the
Congress is at risk.

The Congress of the United States of
America must do its job, Mr. Speaker,
the Congress of the United States of
America, many of whom, as Members,
have indicated that the President has
committed impeachable acts but then
go on to say that we should not im-
peach him.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot say that a
President has committed impeachable
offenses and then not impeach. To do
so would legitimize the President’s ac-
tions. This Congress cannot allow this
President to continue to do what he is
doing, say that he ought to be im-
peached, and then step back from im-
peachment. That would say to the
President that he can go out now and
claim legitimacy.

He can say that, if I were a person
guilty of impeachable offenses, the
Congress would have impeached me. He

will say that one party had enough
votes to do it without the assistance of
the other party. He will say to the
country, ‘I have done nothing wrong,”
and that would be wrong, in toto, for
him to say such a thing because he has
done many things that are wrong.

We as a Congress have a duty to
bring before the body the President of
the United States for impeachment
purposes. This is the only place where
such an action can take place, and the
longer we delay, the greater the oppor-
tunity for the President to obfuscate,
to confuse the country, to give people
the impression that it is just a witch
hunt.

It is not a witch hunt. It is the proper
thing that we should do, pursuant to
Article II, Section 4 of the Constitution
of the United States of America; and
our failure to do so will only allow us
to give the President reason to go for-
ward and say that he has been vindi-
cated when the truth is he has com-
mitted impeachable acts, starting with
the firing of Mr. Comey and continuing
through his efforts to deny the House
of Representatives, by and through its
lawful investigative authorities, to
look into and bring witnesses before in-
vestigative bodies.

Mr. Speaker, this is a sad day in the
history of our country. It is a red letter
day, but there is hope, and I assure you
that this President will not—will not—
go unchecked. There will be Articles of
Impeachment brought before this body.
I assure you there will be Articles of
Impeachment.

I pray that we can get this done
through the proper committees, but if
nobody else does it, each Member of
Congress is accorded the authority to
come to the floor, the ability, and to
bring Articles of Impeachment.

I don’t want to do it. This is not
something that I came to Congress to
do. But I love my country, and I will
not watch and allow such a thing to
happen before this country without my
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