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people like Alice count on and that
thousands, millions across the country
count on. In fact, the U.S. Department
of Justice last month agreed with a
Federal judge in Texas who said the en-
tire Affordable Care Act must be
struck down, and that includes cov-
erage for those with preexisting condi-
tions.

Not to be outdone, the Senate Repub-
licans passed a budget resolution out of
committee that includes repeal of the
Affordable Care Act with no replace-
ment. What would that mean for
Michigan families? Our Healthy Michi-
gan Program that provides healthcare
to more than 650,000 Michiganders,
gone. Children staying on their parents
insurance until age 26, gone. Lower
drug prices for seniors, gone. Protec-
tions for people with preexisting condi-
tions, gone. That would be horrible
news for Alice and every other Michi-
gan child born with a heart condition
or any other health challenge.

So what is the Republican alter-
native to the ACA? They don’t have
one, but don’t worry. President Trump
says Republicans will unveil a ‘‘really
great’ healthcare plan after the 2020
election—after the 2020 election.

In the meantime, the Affordable Care
Act could be struck down in the courts,
with the support of the Trump admin-
istration, and Alice and her mom could
really be out of luck.

In honor of Mother’s Day, here is
what we should be doing together. We
should reaffirm the Affordable Care
Act’s protections for Alice and all peo-
ple with preexisting conditions. We
should, once again, guarantee that
every insurance plan covers prenatal
and maternity care—by the way, in-
stead of the junk plans the administra-
tion is approving right now that don’t
cover prenatal and maternity care. We
should also strengthen healthcare for
moms and babies through the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program and
Medicaid, which cover about half of the
births in our country.

A few years ago, the Finance Com-
mittee reported out a bipartisan bill
that I led with Senator GRASSLEY. It
was called the Quality Care for Moms
and Babies Act. This bill would create
a set of maternal and infant quality
care measures in the Children’s Health
Insurance Program and Medicaid. The
goal is simple: improving maternal and
infant health outcomes.

It is amazing that we don’t have uni-
form quality health standards across
the country. The Quality Care for
Moms and Babies Act will help make
sure that every mom gets the best
pregnancy care possible and every baby
gets a healthy start. That is what we
should be passing.

In America today, that is, unfortu-
nately, not the case. Our maternal
mortality rate is climbing. African-
American women are three times more
likely to die from pregnancy-related
causes than are other American
women, and our infant mortality rate
ranks a shameful 32 among the world’s
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35 wealthiest nations—32 out of 35 in
our great country.

We need to change this so more
moms and their children will enjoy a
happy Mother’s Day. Moms like Rachel
shouldn’t be spending their Mother’s
Day worrying about what will happen
to their children if the Republicans
succeed in undoing the Affordable Care
Act.

In thinking back on Alice’s diag-
nosis, Rachel said:

I cannot express how stressful and gut-
wrenching a time this was for my family. I
am thankful every day for the Affordable
Care Act.

Moms deserve more than flowers and
a card. They deserve the peace of mind
that comes from knowing their chil-
dren are born as healthy as possible
and will have the healthcare coverage
they need. Our moms gave us life. This
Mother’s Day, let’s pay it forward.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING ELLIS ‘‘REED’’ PARLIER AND

RILEY HOWELL

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I come
here with a heavy heart.

On April 30, at 4:40 p.m., a shooting
occurred in the Kennedy Building on
the campus of the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte. It is a college
campus. It is only about 15 minutes
from my house. The shooting occurred
on the last day of classes. When a lot of
family members and friends were
thinking about graduation and think-
ing about what they were going to do
over the summer, their lives were shat-
tered. I am here to celebrate the lives
of two of the victims.

Before I do that, I thank all of the
first responders and the people on cam-
pus who did an extraordinary job. The
first among them would be Chancellor
Dubois, and there are so many more
first responders.

What makes this particularly dif-
ficult for me is the loss of life of two
young men—one who was 19, Ellis
“Reed” Parlier, and Riley Howell, who
was 21 years old. These kids were in
school.

One, Ellis, enrolled in 2017. He loved
video games. He wanted to be a video
game developer. He was a volunteer. He
actually tutored middle schoolers on
computer programming. His professor
described him as independent and mo-
tivated.

Another young man, Riley, who has
an extraordinary story within this hor-
rible act, enrolled in UNC Charlotte in
2018. He had gone to A-B Tech before
that. He was in environmental studies.
He loved the outdoors. He loved Star
Wars. He loved pizza and playing soc-
cer. He was just a normal kid who was
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going to college. He was also enrolled
in the ROTC at UNC Charlotte. What
makes his story extraordinary are the
accounts from police officers. If you
understand the XKennedy Building,
there are a lot of people around and a
lot of classrooms. There are a lot of po-
tential victims. This young man actu-
ally charged the gunman. Although he
lost his own life, most police credit
him with saving the lives of so many
more.

So, on this sad day that we will never
forget—the day of April 30—I come be-
fore this body to let them know and
their families know that we are pray-
ing for them.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, typi-
cally, when we talk about Federal em-
ployees or a Federal Agency, the story
starts something like this. There was a
mixup in paperwork for our con-
stituent who had Social Security Ad-
ministration retirement benefits. She
ended up not having Part B Medicare
coverage until later, and there was a
lapse in coverage.

Everyone gets frustrated over the
mixup, the dropped paperwork, the
problem, and they never hear the story
of Amber Craft, who works in the Tulsa
Social Security office. She chased the
whole issue down. She did everything
possible with the payment center to
get inputs switched on the Medicare
application and ended up getting the
constituent’s coverage to begin in the
desired month to be able to get them
taken care of. They were taken care of
on their medical bills because a Fed-
eral employee saw the gap, ran to the
need, and helped somebody in our
State.

This is Public Service Recognition
Week, and I want to take a little bit of
time because in this body, as with
many people in the Nation, we catch
ourselves at times complaining more
than we praise. There are a lot of peo-
ple who are scattered around the Na-
tion right now serving their neighbors
as Federal employees. We have a lot of
those in Oklahoma, and there are some
pretty remarkable folks who are my
neighbors whom I get the opportunity
to meet with.

There are over 93,000 Federal employ-
ees, both active and retired, both Fed-
eral and on the Postal Service side—
93,000 just in my State in Oklahoma—
and that doesn’t include the many
teachers, firefighters, first responders,
and other folks who work with public
agencies on the city, State, and county
levels as well. We are grateful to those
folks because they make an incredible
difference.

There are folks like Martha Gibson,
who works in the VA center in
Muskogee. She works in the benefits
office, taking care of trying to get ben-
efits for our veterans when there are
problems—and there have been prob-
lems at times. Martha works incredibly



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T15:20:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




