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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Student
Borrower Bankruptcy Relief Act of 2019”.
SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS.

(a) EXCEPTION TO DISCHARGE.—Section 523
of title 11, United States Code, is amended in
subsection (a), by striking paragraph (8).

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
1328(a)(2) of title 11, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘(8),”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION OF
AMENDMENTS.

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), this Act and the amendments
made by this Act shall take effect on the
date of enactment of this Act.

(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—The
amendments made by this Act shall apply
only with respect to cases commenced under
title 11, United States Code, on or after the
date of enactment of this Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  198—CON-
DEMNING BRUNEI'S DRAMATIC
HUMAN RIGHTS BACKSLIDING

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 198

Whereas Brunei has been led since 1967 by
one of the world’s longest-reigning absolute
monarchs, Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah;

Whereas Brunei gained independence in
1984;

Whereas emergency powers in place in
Brunei since 1962 allow the sultan to govern
with few limitations to his authority;

Whereas, according to the United States
Department of State Brunei 2018 Human
Rights Report, human rights issues included
censorship, interferences with the rights of
peaceful assembly and freedom of associa-
tion, crimes involving violence or threats
targeting homosexuality, and exploitation of
foreign workers, including through forced
labor;

Whereas Brunei’s media are neither free
nor diverse, with broadcasting dominated by
the state and private media owned or con-
trolled by the royal family;

Whereas homosexuality has been illegal in
Brunei, carrying a punishment of up to ten
years in prison;

Whereas in 2013, the Government of Brunei
announced it was imposing new laws that in-
cluded harsher punishments of death by
stoning for adultery and homosexual rela-
tions;

Whereas international condemnation re-
sulted in a delay in carrying out the provi-
sions;

Whereas, in March 2019, the Government of
Brunei announced it was going forward with
the penal code to take effect April 3, 2019;

Whereas the law includes, among other
things, death by stoning for male same-sex
relations, adultery, and blasphemy, amputa-
tion of limbs for theft, caning for female
same-sex relations, and criminalization of
exposure of children to the beliefs and prac-
tices of differing religions;

Whereas, on April 2, 2019, the Department
of State said Brunei’s new laws and associ-
ated penalties run ‘‘counter to its inter-
national human rights obligations including
with respect to torture or other cruel, inhu-
man or degrading treatment or punish-
ment’’;

Whereas, on April 18, 2019, the European
Parliament adopted a resolution strongly
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condemning Brunei for introducing ‘‘retro-
grade’ laws, calling for their immediate re-
peal, urging that Brunei uphold its inter-
national obligations under ‘‘international
human rights instruments, including with
regard to sexual minorities, religious mi-
norities and non-believers,”” and suggesting
visa bans and asset freezes should the laws
not be repealed;

Whereas the United Nations and inter-
national human rights organizations have
denounced the laws, arguing they amount to
torture and a violation of human rights;

Whereas United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet
urged Brunei to repeal the laws, which in-
clude punishments she called ‘‘cruel, inhu-
man, and degrading” and a ‘‘serious setback
for human rights protections.’’;

Whereas Human Rights Watch stated,
“Brunei’s new penal code is barbaric to the
core, imposing archaic punishments for acts
that shouldn’t even be crimes. . .Sultan
Hassanal should immediately suspend ampu-
tations, stoning, and all other rights-abusing
provisions and punishments.”’;

Whereas Amnesty International stated,
“Brunei’s Penal Code is a deeply flawed piece
of legislation containing a range of provi-
sions that violate human rights. . .As well
as imposing cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments, it blatantly restricts the
rights to freedom of expression, religion and
belief, and codifies discrimination against
women and girls.”’; and

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights has also noted that
the implementation of these discriminatory
laws will drive people underground and out
of reach of life-saving HIV treatment and
prevention services, increases stigma, and
gives license to discrimination, violence, and
harassment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Brunei’s
further criminalization and barbaric punish-
ments regarding sexual orientation, adul-
tery, and relations between persons of the
same sex;

(2) calls on the Government of Brunei to
expeditiously repeal such measures; and

(3) supports the withdrawal and denial of
United States visas for any Brunei official
responsible for passage or implementation of
such laws until they are repealed.

—
SENATE RESOLUTION  199—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JUDGE DAMON JEROME
KEITH

Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms.
STABENOW) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 199

Whereas Judge Damon Keith was born on
July 4, 1922, in Detroit, Michigan, and died at
his home in Detroit, Michigan, surrounded
by family and loved ones, on April 28, 2019;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith received a
bachelor of arts from West Virginia State
University, a juris doctor from Howard Uni-
versity School of Law, and a master of laws
from Wayne State University Law School;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith served in the
United States Army from 1943 to 1946, when
he was discharged as a sergeant;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith devoted his
life to public service and served more than 50
years on the Federal bench, where he was a
champion for civil rights and individual lib-
erties for all;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith served as one
of the first cochairmen of the Michigan Civil
Rights Commission at its inception in 1964,
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where he worked to oppose discrimination
and enforce equal protection under the law;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith was first
nominated to the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan in
1967 by President Lyndon Johnson and served
as the District Court’s first African Amer-
ican chief judge from 1975 to 1977;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith became the
sixth African American to serve on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit when he was nominated by President
Jimmy Carter in 1977, and he served as sen-
ior judge on the court from May 1, 1995, until
his passing;

Whereas, in a 1970 decision, Judge Damon
Keith upheld the civil rights of students in
Pontiac, Michigan, when he ordered a bus
policy and new boundaries for schools in
Pontiac, Michigan, in order to end racial seg-
regation;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith defended the
protections guaranteed under the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States when he held in United States
v. Sinclair, 321 F. Supp. 1074 (E.D. Mich. 1971)
that the United States Government must ob-
tain a warrant before beginning domestic
electronic surveillance, and that landmark
decision was unanimously upheld by the Su-
preme Court of the United States;

Whereas, in Garrett v. City of Hamtramck,
394 F. Supp. 1151 (E.D. Mich. 1975), Judge
Damon Keith ruled against housing discrimi-
nation and ordered the city of Hamtramck,
Michigan, to relocate approximately 500 Af-
rican Americans who had been displaced by
federally supported urban renewal projects;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith worked
throughout his career to safeguard the civil
liberties, civil rights, and voting rights of all
people of the United States while opposing
housing, employment, and racial discrimina-
tion;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith has received
more than 40 honorary degrees as well as the
Spingarn Medal from the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People,
the highest honor awarded by the organiza-
tion for distinguished achievement, and the
Edward J. Devitt Distinguished Service to
Justice Award, the highest award that can be
bestowed on a member of the Federal judici-
ary;

Whereas Judge Damon Keith inspired gen-
erations of lawyers that served under him as
clerks and influenced the State of Michigan
for decades; and

Whereas Judge Damon Keith, who coined
the phrase ‘‘democracies die behind closed
doors”, will be remembered for his dedica-
tion to upholding the Constitution of the
United States and his commitment to jus-
tice: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate honors the life
and legacy of Judge Damon Jerome Keith
and his dedication to upholding civil rights.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 200—AU-
THORIZING THE TAKING OF A
PHOTOGRAPH IN THE SENATE
CHAMBER

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 200

Resolved, That paragraph 1 of rule IV of the
Rules for the Regulation of the Senate Wing
of the United States Capitol and Senate Of-
fice Buildings (prohibiting the taking of pic-
tures in the Senate Chamber) be temporarily
suspended for the sole and specific purpose of
permitting the Senate Photographic Studio
to photograph the Senate in actual session
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