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and wrongful death litigation. Today, his busi-
ness consists of six locations, three in Indiana 
and three in Illinois. The Kenneth Allen Law 
Group tirelessly seeks out cases that can 
bring about true change in society. Mr. Allen 
also gives much of his time and support to 
various charitable endeavors, including the 
Lake Area United Way and the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Northwest Indiana. 

Benito Gamba is the founder and owner of 
Gamba Ristorante, located in Merrillville, Indi-
ana. Benito was born in Altomonte, Italy, and 
moved to the United States in 1977. After 
working in several established restaurants, Mr. 
Gamba opened his own place, Café Venezia, 
in 1988. In 2001, he then opened the Venezia 
Bar and Grill, which was followed by the open-
ing of his current establishment, Gamba 
Ristorante, in 2006. At this time in his life, Be-
nito is focused on providing good jobs and 
continuing to share his love of food with the 
people of Northwest Indiana and beyond. 

Ron McColly, a Gary native, is the owner of 
McColly Real Estate, the largest residential 
real estate company in Northwest Indiana. 
Throughout the years, Mr. McColly continued 
to build his business, and he has been im-
mensely successful due to his outstanding 
leadership skills and determination. Today, 
McColly Real Estate consists of twenty-three 
real estate offices throughout the region. The 
McColly Company includes: Community Title, 
McColly Bennett Commercial, McColly Insur-
ance, McColly Auctions, and the McColly 
School of Real Estate. Ron has continuously 
given back to the community through chari-
table support for numerous organizations, in-
cluding the Methodist Hospitals Foundation 
and the Crown Point YMCA, among many oth-
ers. 

David Van Eekeren is the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Land O’Frost, a 
processed deli meat company that is 
headquartered in Munster, Indiana. David is 
the third generation of his family to run the 
business. Land O’Frost is currently the third 
largest producer of processed deli meats in 
the United States and has plants in Illinois, 
Kentucky, and Arkansas. Under Mr. Van 
Eekeren’s leadership the company continues 
to grow and is focused on adding new and in-
novative products. David gives back to his 
community in many ways, especially through 
his support for the Juvenile Diabetes Founda-
tion and his service as a trustee for the Illinois 
Institute of Technology. 

The recipient of the Enterprise of the Year 
Award is U.S. Steel for recently pledging two 
billion dollars to a company-wide asset revital-
ization program. A large part of the revitaliza-
tion program is allocated for Gary Works, 
which is the largest integrated steel mill in 
North America and stretches for seven miles 
along the Lake Michigan shoreline. Gary 
Works currently employs more than 3,800 
people, providing good jobs for hard-working 
families throughout the region. The revitaliza-
tion program will ensure that the company is 
able to continue building the economy in Gary 
and Northwest Indiana for many years to 
come. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my other 
distinguished colleagues to join me in com-
mending these dedicated leaders and organi-
zations upon their induction into the Northwest 
Indiana Business and Industry Hall of Fame. 
They are truly deserving of this honor, and for 
their exceptional leadership and commitment 

to the region and beyond, each of them is 
worthy of the highest praise. 
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Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and commemoration of the 
many victims and survivors of gun violence 
and to commemorate National Gun Violence 
Awareness Day in Nevada’s Third Congres-
sional District. 

On average, 100 Americans are killed by 
gun violence every day and nearly 13,000 gun 
homicides occur each year. Americans are 25 
times more likely to be killed with guns than 
people in other high-income countries. 

Support for the Second Amendment rights 
of law-abiding citizens goes hand-in-hand with 
keeping guns away from people with dan-
gerous histories, and protecting the public’s 
safety in the communities they serve. 

Representatives and law enforcement offi-
cers know their communities best, are the 
most familiar with local criminal activity and 
how to address it, and are best positioned to 
understand how to keep their citizens safe. 

In January 2013, Hadiya Pendleton, a teen-
ager who marched in President Obama’s sec-
ond inaugural parade and was tragically shot 
and killed just weeks later, should be now 
celebrating her 22nd birthday. To honor 
Hadiya—and the 100 Americans whose lives 
are cut short and the countless survivors who 
are injured by shootings every day—a national 
coalition of organizations has designated June 
7, 2019, the first Friday in June, as the 5th 
National Gun Violence Awareness Day. 

The idea was inspired by a group of 
Hadiya’s friends, who asked their classmates 
to commemorate her life by wearing orange; 
they chose this orange for two reasons: hunt-
ers wear orange to announce themselves to 
other hunters when out in the woods and or-
ange symbolizes the value of human life. 

Anyone can join this campaign by pledging 
to Wear Orange on June 7th, the first Friday 
in June in 2019, to help raise awareness 
about gun violence and honor the lives of gun 
violence victims and survivors. 

We renew our commitment to reduce gun 
violence and pledge to do all we can to keep 
firearms out of the wrong hands, and encour-
age responsible gun ownership to help keep 
our children safe. 

I encourage all citizens to support their local 
communities’ efforts to prevent the tragic ef-
fects of gun violence and to honor and value 
human lives. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL WALTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. WALTZ. Madam Speaker, I unintention-
ally missed an amendment vote due to con-
versation with other members. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 191. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
MARGARITA LÓPEZ PRENTICE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor the life and accomplishments of 
Washington State Senator Margarita López 
Prentice, who will be remembered for her 
dedication to public service. 

I had the pleasure of serving with Ms. López 
Prentice in the Washington State Legislature, 
where she was the first Latina elected as a 
Washington State Senator. After first being 
elected in 1988, she served as a public official 
in the Washington State House of Representa-
tives for four years, and then in the Wash-
ington Senate, for 27 years. Before her retire-
ment in 2013, Ms. López Prentice served as 
the Senate Pro Tempore, and as Chairwoman 
of various committees. She was known for her 
caring manner, her mentorship, and her ability 
to forge bipartisan partnerships. Ms. López 
Prentice’s many contributions to the State 
Legislature earned her the distinction of Legis-
lator of the Year in 2006 from several organi-
zations, including the Washington Health Care 
Association and the Washington State Labor 
Council. 

Ms. López Prentice was dedicated to 
bettering the lives of others. Her career in 
nursing and her passion for women’s health, 
LGBTQ rights, veterans’ benefits, and migrant 
workers’ rights, demonstrate her commitment 
to helping others. During her 30-year career 
as a nurse and nurse administrator, Ms. López 
Prentice was active in the Washington State 
Nurses Association, where she ultimately be-
came vice president of the association. Ms. 
López Prentice spent countless hours giving 
back to the Renton community through her 
service for the Renton Historical Society and 
the Renton Area Youth Services, as well as 
on the Renton School Board. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great sadness 
that I offer my condolences to the family and 
friends of Senator Margarita López Prentice. I 
am confident that her love of public service 
will continue to inspire Washington State Leg-
islators for years to come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, due to flood-
ing and severe weather in my district this 
week, I was unable to vote on May 10 and the 
prior day. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea on rollcall No. 200. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND HEROIC 
ACTIONS OF RILEY HOWELL 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and recognize the life and actions of 
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