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drinking water facilities. Half of the trust fund 
revenue will be distributed to local govern-
ments as grants and loans through the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) for 
wastewater treatment construction, while the 
other half will be distributed through the Drink-
ing Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) to 
finance projects to meet federal drinking water 
standards. The Water Infrastructure Trust 
Fund will be capitalized by a voluntary labeling 
and fee system, to which businesses that rely 
on a clean water source can opt-in. Partici-
pating businesses would include a small label 
on their products indicating their commitment 
to protecting America’s clean water, contrib-
uting $0.03 to the trust fund per labelled unit. 
Businesses and products that could take ad-
vantage of the labeling system include: water- 
based beverages, products disposed of in 
wastewater, and pharmaceuticals. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to reduce pollution, protect public health, and 
provide the funding communities need to en-
sure clean tap water. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM O’HALLERAN 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, on May 
8, 2019, I was present and voted for two bills 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. I voted in favor of H.R. 1520, the Purple 
Book Continuity Act. However, my vote did not 
register on Roll Call 188. I voted to advance 
the legislation out of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee and supported its passage 
on the House floor. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE J.W. DAR-
DEN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING 
CLASS OF 1969 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to recognize the 50th Anniversary of the 
1969 graduating class of J.W. Darden High 
School in Opelika, Alabama. 

The purple and gold Panther alumni are 
celebrating their 50 years since graduation. 
The graduating class had 107 students and 
date of graduation was May 1969. Class offi-
cers included: President—Charles Harper, 
Vice President—Harvey Jackson, Secretary— 
Evelyn Melton and Treasurer—Frances 
Forman. Mr. Wilbert D. Payne, Jr. serves as 
local Chairperson of the 1969 graduating 
class. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the 1969 graduating class of J.W. Dar-
den High School and congratulate them on 
this 50-year milestone. 

RECOGNIZING JON FINE ON HIS 
RETIREMENT AFTER 18 YEARS 
AT UNITED WAY OF KING COUN-
TY 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor and congratulate Jon Fine, the 
CEO and President of United Way of King 
County, on his retirement. 

Jon Fine has served as the CEO and Presi-
dent of United Way of King County for the 
past 18 years. He has been credited with 
making King County one of the leading 
branches of United Way. Before joining United 
Way, Mr. Fine had a distinguished career in fi-
nance, which aided his ability to restructure 
United Way of King County’s giving program. 

Under his leadership, United Way of King 
County’s programs have thrived. Mr. Fine led 
the growth of the homelessness prevention 
program to include over 2,200 units of perma-
nent supportive housing. In addition, Mr. 
Fine’s commitment to ensuring all youth have 
access to education helped to scale the 
United Way’s parent-child home program from 
serving 160 families to over 1,300 families— 
with the goal of providing better educational 
outcomes for low-income children. Mr. Fine 
also spearheaded the creation of the Gates 
Challenge Endowment, which is one of the 
largest fundraising campaigns of any United 
Way chapter. 

Throughout his tenure, Jon Fine fostered in-
novative partnerships with businesses and 
other organizations that strengthened United 
Way of King County. Mr. Fine always encour-
aged program staff to think big. He challenged 
them to reach more people, start more serv-
ices, and expand fundraising. Mr. Fine’s com-
mitment to service, innovative thinking, and vi-
brant nature are sure to remain with the 
United Way of King County going forward. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure 
that I recognize and congratulate Jon Fine on 
his retirement from his longtime service to the 
communities of King County. 

f 

THE BAJRAKTARIS—50 YEARS IN 
AMERICA—A STORY OF STRUG-
GLE, PERSEVERANCE, AND TRI-
UMPH 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor an extraordinary Albanian-American 
family and my constituents, the Bajraktaris, 
and their journey of struggles and triumphs. 
Long before they came to the United States, 
this family earned its place in history books 
with acts of great bravery and generosity. The 
Bajraktaris originally hail from their hometown 
of Vranoc, located on the outside of Peja, a 
city in Kosova. Throughout history, they were 
locally recognized leaders who led more than 
40 villages in the struggle for the freedom of 
Kosova. 

Empires came and went, but the Bajraktaris 
remained. Their famous family towers and 

homes were burned down at least five times 
by various groups such as the Ottomans, the 
Serbs, the Montenegrins, the Fascists, the 
Nazis and then by the Communists. Each time 
they stood up to the invaders, chased them 
out, and rebuilt their communities. They were 
proud of their freedom, their Albanian heritage 
and tradition, and they were proud defenders 
of their homeland. 

This is the context in which, Harry 
Bajraktari, a well-known Albanian-American 
leader, was born and grew up. Throughout his 
life, Harry was inspired by the stories of strug-
gle for the survival of the Albanian nation and 
the perseverance of his ancestors. 

In 1969, the life of his family reached a turn-
ing point. Facing political oppression by the 
Yugoslav government and economic hardship, 
his parents, Metë and Ziza Bajraktari, decided 
to journey to the United States of America, to-
gether with their four children, including Harry, 
and his siblings, Nurija, Litafete and Hateme. 

They traveled by train to Italy, where they 
applied for political asylum in the United 
States. After nine months away from home, 
their application was approved, and on Feb-
ruary 24, 1970, the Bajraktari family arrived in 
New York. They had no money and spoke no 
English. Through their new community, they 
found help from other families and friends who 
had previously immigrated to the United 
States. At the beginning, they lived at the 
home of Musli and Hysen Mulosmani and their 
family, who hosted them with generosity in 
The Bronx, NY. 

Over the last 50 years, I can personally at-
test that the Bajraktari family have achieved 
the American Dream. They have been hard- 
working and dedicated, and they have made 
the most of the opportunities that their new 
homeland has had to offer. Still, like many im-
migrants, life was not easy. Metë Bajraktari 
worked as a maintenance worker during the 
day and his wife Ziza as a janitor during the 
night. Through sacrifice and determination, 
Metë and Ziza strived to give their children a 
chance for a better life. 

Their sacrifices soon paid off. At the early 
age of 20, my good friend, Harry Bajraktari, 
exhibited extraordinary entrepreneurial skills 
and spirit, when he began to purchase real es-
tate in The Bronx. Alongside his uncle, 
Rrustem Gecaj, they founded Bajraktari Realty 
and, in the following decades, expanded their 
business ventures throughout New York and 
Kosova. 

Harry’s entrepreneurial achievements had a 
major impact that extended well beyond the 
reach of the Bajraktari family. His accomplish-
ments contributed to the revival in the Bronx 
and, in turn, made it possible for him to help 
an abundance of people in need. Bajraktari 
Realty’s success created jobs and stimulated 
growth for other businesses around his prop-
erties, ranging from real estate, restaurants, 
and more. Once again, the Bajraktari family 
legacy brought real change to the lives of peo-
ple in their community. 

Though the family was experiencing suc-
cess in their new home, they never forgot the 
people and the country they left behind. Their 
birthplace, Kosova, descended into dark times 
under the oppression of the Serbian 
strongman, Slobodan Milosevic. At the same 
time, and for over 50 years, Albania was 
under the iron fist of communist dictator, 
Enver Hoxha. The Bajraktari family answered 
the call to help their homeland and began to 
mobilize the people of Kosova and Albania. 
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Harry Bajraktari soon became an Albanian- 

American community leader and worked hard 
to educate politicians, diplomats, and experts 
on the issue of Kosova and Albania. 

The Kosovar crisis was part of the larger 
Yugoslavian implosion, with genocide and 
massive war crimes ravaging the now-dis-
solved country. With waves of refugees and a 
spreading instability in southern Europe, it was 
clear that American leadership was des-
perately needed. 

Fortunately, the cause for Kosovar inde-
pendence found broad bipartisan support in 
Congress and throughout the country. With 
Harry’s guidance, I helped found the bipartisan 
Albanian Issues Caucus more than 25 years 
ago. I’ll never forget traveling to Kosova in 
1996 with Harry and raising the American flag 
at the opening of the United States Informa-
tion Agency office in Kosova’s capital, 
Prishtina. 

Through his efforts fighting for freedom in 
Kosova, Harry and many of his friends in the 
Albanian American community came to know 
and work closely with leaders in the Senate 
and House. Across the American political 
spectrum, Harry led his community in meet-
ings with key leaders, including Senator Bob 
Dole, Vice President Biden, MITCH MCCON-
NELL, Alfonse D’Amato, Tom Lantos, Susan 
Molinari, and many others. 

In his advocacy for independence in Kosova 
and democracy in Albania, Harry Bajraktari 
contributed to community organizations, wrote- 
op-eds, met with American and international 
officials, testified in the U.S. Congress and 
spoke at many rallies. In 1991, he founded 
Illyria, a modern and professional Albanian- 
American newspaper. Based in New York, it 
had subscribers throughout the United States 
and overseas. To this day, Illyria remains a 
voice for Albanian-Americans and continues to 
inform the community and the American peo-
ple. 

In 1992, President George H.W. Bush 
issued what is known as the Christmas Warn-
ing to Milosevic, threatening military interven-
tion if Serbia provoked a war in Kosova. In 
March 1999, after Belgrade’s tanks rolled into 
Kosova, President Bill Clinton fulfilled that 
promise, and the United States led NATO in 
war against Yugoslavia. They stopped a hu-
manitarian catastrophe and the ethnic cleans-
ing of more than a million Albanians, and liber-
ated Kosova. 

This represented the end of the wars of 
Milosevic’s Balkan wars and, one year later, 
he fell from power, ushering in a new era of 
relative peace and stability in the region. In 
2008, Kosova became the newest inde-
pendent country in Europe with the support 
and the recognition of the United States. It is 
now recognized by more than 110 nations. 

Harry Bajraktari followed the example of 
other great Albanian-American leaders of the 
early 20th century like Bishop Fan Noli and 
Ambassador Faik Konitza, who worked to 
forge the special relationship and historic 
friendship between ethnic Albanians and the 
United States of America. He was also in-
spired by a great Albanian American leader in 
business and politics, Anthony Athanas, in 
Boston. 

Harry and many others from such states as 
New York, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Con-
necticut, Texas, Illinois, Michigan and other 
states worked together and became instru-
mental in making the voice of Albanian Ameri-

cans heard in Washington. They founded the 
National Albanian American Council, which 
was the leading Albanian American organiza-
tion in Washington, D.C. for many years. 

Although Metë Bajraktari passed away in 
1998 and did not live to see his dream of a 
free and independent Kosova come true, his 
family continues remember him as they con-
tinue to fight for their homeland. Today, a 
major shopping center in Peja is dedicated to 
him, fifty years after he fled Belgrade’s op-
pression. That shopping center stands strong 
in the heart of the city and I am honored that 
a street in my name borders that facility. 

For his great work in support of Kosova’s 
independence, advocacy for democracy in Al-
bania, and human rights throughout the Bal-
kans, Harry Bajraktari has been recognized 
with the highest medals and honors. These 
awards are high honors from the President of 
Kosova, the President of Albania and recogni-
tion from the White House. When the story of 
Kosova is finally told, let us always recall the 
commitment of Harry Bajraktari and his family. 

Here in the United States, Harry Bajraktari 
is recognized for his support for humanitarian 
and community initiatives. He and his family 
are proud, patriotic, Americans with a deep 
gratitude for what their new home, the United 
States, has given to them, and, in exchange, 
their hard work and success has made New 
York and this country a better place to live. 

When they arrived on these shores, the 
Bajraktaris were only six people. A seventh, 
the youngest sibling, Miftar, was born during 
that first year in America. Today, Harry 
Bajraktari is the proud father of four children 
and has eight grandchildren. His sister, Nurije 
(Bajraktari) Osmani has four children and 
three grandchildren. Litafete (Bajraktari) Gega 
has four children and one grandchild. Hateme 
(Bajraktari) Nezaj has three children. Miftar 
Bajraktari has three children. 

Metë and Ziza have passed away, but their 
memory lives with their children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. The continued story 
of the Bajraktari family will live on as a sin-
gular example of achieving the American 
dream. And today, their vision has become a 
reality, and their promises have been fulfilled. 
Harry has told me on many occasions his fam-
ily’s journey to America and the opportunities 
afforded to them through this journey was 
worth their many sacrifices. These are the 
kind of stories and people that add depth and 
humanity to our country’s rich heritage. And, 
for myself, I am proud to call Harry Bajraktari 
and his family close personal friends and to 
honor the 50th anniversary of their arrival in 
the United States. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF BRETT 
MCVANNEL FOR HIS SERVICE IN 
THE GAYLORD CITY POLICE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it’s my 
honor to recognize Brett McVannel for his re-
tirement as chief of the Gaylord City Police 
Department. Through his exceptional leader-
ship and steadfast devotion to his community, 
Brett has become an indispensable part of 
Michigan’s First District. 

Born and raised in Gaylord, Chief McVannel 
dedicated nearly 25 years of his life to the 
people of Michigan, serving in Kalkaska and 
Otsego County before becoming chief in Gay-
lord. During his tenure Brett thrived as a lead-
er and communicator, working productively 
with other local leaders and forming a familial 
bond in the department he oversaw. His ex-
ceptional leadership skills are reflected in the 
excellence of the officers who have served 
under him and the trust placed in him by the 
people of Northern Michigan. Chief 
McVannel’s constant dedication to the public 
good is commendable, and the impact of his 
work on the people of Northern Michigan can-
not be overstated. 

Madam Speaker. it is my honor to recognize 
Chief Brett McVannel for his decades of serv-
ice to the people of our state. Michiganders 
can take great pride in knowing the First Dis-
trict is home to such a devoted individual. On 
behalf of my constituents, I wish Brett all the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT 
DANIEL SWAIM 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Lieutenant 
Daniel Swaim for his exceptional service to 
the House CAO Office of Finance’s Budget, 
Planning and Analysis (BPA) division. 

Lt. Swaim was detailed to BPA during a vital 
period to coordinate the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 
budget formulation process and assist with 
execution of the House’s FY 2019 resources. 
His superior knowledge of the federal budg-
eting process, keen analytical skills, and work 
ethic enabled BPA to mitigate its temporary 
personnel gaps. Lt. Swaim’s efforts facilitated 
better insight on available resources, led to 
optimal decision making on allocation of funds, 
and ultimately enabled timely delivery of a well 
justified FY 2020 House Budget. 

Lt. Swaim’s stellar professionalism and de-
votion to duty reflect great credit upon himself 
and are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the United States Coast Guard. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Lt. Swaim for his dedication and 
service and wish him fair winds and following 
seas as he embarks on his next assignment 
as the Commanding Officer of USCG Cutter 
Sturgeon Bay. 

f 

HONORING RONALD DELLUMS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, we cele-
brate our colleague and friend Ronald Dellums 
at a time of historic polarization in Congress. 
It is a good time to remember the peace advo-
cate who chaired the Armed Services Com-
mittee with such equanimity that he won the 
respect, even the friendship, of those who op-
posed every cause, of the many into which 
Ron poured his considerable talent. 
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