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her unyielding desire to reduce nuclear 
risks throughout the world. 

To conduct the rest of tonight’s trib-
ute, I am turning to a woman who 
served with Ellen for all of the years 
that she was in Congress, a woman who 
is the leader of the Democratic Mem-
bers of California, ZOE LOFGREN. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
HONORABLE ELLEN TAUSCHER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LOFGREN) is recognized 
for the remainder of the hour as the 
designee of the majority leader. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
really on behalf of the entire California 
delegation to honor our friend and 
former colleague, Ellen Tauscher, who 
passed away much too soon last month 
at the age of 67. 

Ellen was a trailblazer in virtually 
everything she did in her remarkable 
life, and her passing is a great loss not 
only to California, not only to our 
country, but to the world. 

I met Ellen when she ran for office, 
but I got to know her here. I recall so 
well Democratic Congresswomen—and 
there weren’t as many of us at the 
time—all telling their own personal 
story and all of us being kind of sur-
prised that we came from modest be-
ginnings. Ellen was born in Newark, 
New Jersey. Her father was a shop 
steward at the UFCW, and he was at 
the Shop Rite store in Union City. Her 
mom, like my mom, was a secretary. 
But, she went on, because this country 
gave her an opportunity, she got a 
great education, and, of course, then, 
as will be said later tonight, became 
one of the youngest and one of the first 
women to become a member of the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

She excelled in the issue of childcare. 
She wrote a book and did some tech-
nology about that before she ran for of-
fice. 

But I ran into her in 1996 when I had 
been in Congress just a short time, and 
she decided and actually was recruited 
to run against a very conservative gen-
tleman who had been in the House, but 
was really more conservative than his 
district, especially when it came to 
being pro-choice and the need to do 
something sensible about gun violence. 
I remember Ellen had a parade when 
she ran for office, and people were 
cheering her on. I thought: This woman 
is going to win this seat. 

Sure enough, she did. 
She was so popular and so different 

than the predecessor. People were talk-
ing about Tauscherism in the State of 
California, using her last name as an 
-ism. Really what it was was a very 
sensible, business-oriented approach, 
heavily interested in technology but 
wedded with good values that reflected 
her constituency: pro-choice, pro-edu-
cation, pro-equal rights, pro-LGBTQ 

rights, and that was what she brought 
to this body. 

We remember her for the mark that 
she left on this institution. She contin-
ued to lead on the Armed Services 
Committee where she chaired the Stra-
tegic Forces Subcommittee and was a 
leading figure on arms control policy. 

She also worked on the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee 
in a remarkable way. Not only was she 
a national leader on environmentally 
sustainable transportation policy, as a 
founding member of the Intelligent 
Transportation Systems Caucus, she 
also delivered for her district. It really 
mattered to her that she got a wid-
ening of the Sunol Grade on 680 which 
made a difference, not only for her dis-
trict but for mine, as people were try-
ing to commute between the two re-
gions. 

She got a fourth bore for the 
Caldecott Tunnel so that commuters 
could get around. She played a leader-
ship role securing funding for the 
BART extension to the San Francisco 
Airport and her work to get the Army 
Corps to fund the dredging of the Port 
of Oakland. 

I am particularly excited by the work 
we did together for the Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab as well as the 
Sandia Lab. She was so interested in 
the National Ignition Facility. She 
saved the funding, she was there at the 
groundbreaking, she was there when we 
opened the facility, and she really be-
lieved that the science that was going 
on there would change the world, and I 
still believe that it will. 

But here in the House I think all of 
us will remember her as the presiding 
officer. Ellen was completely 
unflappable. I can remember when we 
had the worst, most contentious issues, 
we knew it would be okay because 
Ellen would take the dais and she 
would preside. She would help people 
calm down, focus on the disagreements, 
and adhere to the rules of the House. 
Nothing could shake her ability to pre-
side in a wise, thoughtful, and very 
calm way over the House of Represent-
atives. 

We had such fun with her. Women 
Members went out to dinner with her 
and shared stories. She never put up 
with nonsense. She was very matter of 
fact. She had a wicked sense of humor, 
but she was someone with tremendous 
integrity. Of course, as we know, that 
integrity, expertise, and vision was rec-
ognized when President Obama nomi-
nated her to be Under Secretary of 
State for Arms Control and Inter-
national Security. She was confirmed 
and left the House. 

She did important things in that of-
fice. She helped negotiate the New 
START Treaty with the Russian Fed-
eration—the first agreement signed 
with Russia in nearly 20 years—and it 
was ratified by the U.S. Senate. 

After leaving the Department of 
State, she continued to make contribu-
tions. She served on the Board of Re-
gents for the University of California. 

She continued to make sure that the 
science at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Lab was protected and also at 
Los Alamos. She continued in her ef-
forts to make sure that the cutting 
edge was always protected as a member 
of the Board of Advisors of SpaceX, 
eHealth, and other important tech-
nology businesses. 

These achievements really don’t do 
justice to Ellen’s legacy. I know from 
our many good times talking with her, 
her funny irreverence and her smart in-
sight, the one thing that she loved 
more than anything else on this Earth 
was her wonderful daughter, Katherine, 
who I hope is watching tonight. We 
loved Ellen Tauscher, and she loved 
Katherine. 

Not every Member who planned to be 
here this evening was able to. We will 
make sure that all of the statements 
are entered into the RECORD. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), who is the 
majority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the dean of the California delegation 
and a good friend of Ellen’s for yield-
ing. 

Ellen was one of my closest friends in 
the Congress of the United States. I 
think Ellen and I voted the same about 
almost every time the lights were 
turned on and the votes were re-
quested. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairwoman 
LOFGREN and the California delegation 
for organizing this tribute. 

I rise to join in remembering a dear, 
dear friend, an outstanding colleague, 
and a respected public servant. 

In recent days, I have been asked to 
describe Ellen. Words that come to 
mind are extraordinarily accomplished, 
stateswoman, a diplomat, an expert in 
our Nation’s defense as a member of 
the Armed Services Committee and as 
a member of the State Department, 
and a politician in the best sense of the 
word. Her skill in rallying disparate in-
terests behind a common objective was, 
I think, almost unmatched. 

Ms. LOFGREN referred to her as pre-
siding. She was a Democrat presiding 
in a House in which all respected her, 
which is why she was so effective. She 
would look to the Republican side of 
the aisle, and she would tap the gavel. 
They would know she knew what was 
right, and they did not want to cross 
her. 

Her determination not to be swayed 
from the principles to which she al-
ways remained true was a hallmark of 
Ellen Tauscher. Many in the House and 
in our country will remember Ellen for 
having been one of the first women, as 
has been pointed out, on the New York 
Stock Exchange at the age of 25. 

I can imagine there were a lot of old 
bulls on Wall Street who said, what is 
that young woman, that young, blonde, 
beautiful woman doing sitting on the 
Stock Exchange, a seat on the Stock 
Exchange? 

And the answer to that question: 
Damn well—like everything she did. 
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Many will remember her for the 13 

years she represented California in the 
Congress and for her very successful 
tenure as a top arms control negotiator 
with the Russians. But I will remember 
her as one of my dearest and closest 
friends in the House. 

I will never forget Ellen’s kindness, 
sincerity, advice, counsel, and loyalty. 
I will never forget her honesty and her 
intellect. Neither will I forget Ellen’s 
determination to see each of us here, 
regardless of our party or background, 
as a true colleague in service. 

That is how she was able to be so suc-
cessful as a legislator. 

b 2045 
As chairwoman of the Strategic 

Forces Subcommittee of the Armed 
Services Committee, she was respected 
not only as a presiding officer but also 
for the depth of her knowledge as it re-
lated to our national security and for 
the fact that she was always genuine. 

You knew that Ellen Tauscher was 
not taking a position for show. She was 
taking it because she believed deeply 
that it was in the best interest of our 
country. 

Because of her work on the Armed 
Services Strategic Forces Sub-
committee and extraordinary efforts as 
a diplomat, Americans are safer today. 

Ellen worked tirelessly during the 
Obama administration to negotiate the 
New START Treaty, which reduced 
American and Russian nuclear arsenals 
to their lowest levels in more than half 
a century. In that pursuit, she drew on 
the same indomitable nature, attention 
to detail, and determination to achieve 
results that made her so successful in 
business, in the Congress, and as a 
campaigner for Senator FEINSTEIN. 

She chaired Senator FEINSTEIN’s first 
two campaigns for the United States 
Senate, and DIANNE FEINSTEIN was one 
of her closest friends. 

I join the Senator from California in 
expressing my deep sadness at the loss 
of my dear friend, and I join with my 
colleagues from both sides of the aisle 
who have said, very rightly, that, with 
Ellen’s passing, this institution has 
lost one of its most outstanding former 
Members. 

My thoughts are with Katherine, 
who, as ZOE LOFGREN said, she adored. 
We may have been her good friends, but 
we were a far-back second to Kath-
erine, a beautiful young woman in her 
own right, a wonderful athlete, and 
like her mother, bright, ambitious, 
fair, and loving. 

We send our sympathy to her entire 
family. May Ellen’s memory be an in-
spiration to all of us in this House to 
serve in the way she served: with 
honor, with humility—humility but 
also great self-confidence—and with de-
termination to see every vote as an op-
portunity to do right by those who sent 
us here. 

That is what Ellen did every day dur-
ing her tenure. 

I thank Ellen for her service. I thank 
her for her friendship. I thank her for 
making America better. We miss her. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, all of us 
knew Ellen in a different way, but 
those who served with her on the 
Armed Services Committee knew her 
work there, so I would like to recognize 
the gentlewoman from California, 
SUSAN DAVIS, who served not only in 
the delegation with Ellen but also on 
the Armed Services Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. DAVIS). 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am honored to be here this 
evening and to have a chance to talk 
about my friend and my colleague, 
Ellen Tauscher. 

Ellen, as we are all hearing, was real-
ly a trailblazer. She was a trailblazer, 
a businesswoman. She was a single 
mom, a philanthropist, a diplomat, a 
mentor, and for so many of us, a dear 
friend. 

If you were a woman in California 
politics in the last three decades, Ellen 
probably had a significant impact on 
your life. She showed us all that kind-
ness and charity can go with strength 
and wit. 

We all have personal experience with 
Ellen. I actually met Ellen about 1996, 
I think it was. We happened to be at a 
National Women’s Political Caucus 
meeting. 

What was funny about that is that we 
kind of caught one another’s eye. We 
have heard people talk about no-non-
sense Ellen. Something was going on. 
We were a little impatient, and we kind 
of both looked at each other like: Is 
this really what we came for? 

That was the start of a friendship. 
When she learned later that I was 

considering running for Congress, she 
got in touch with me. She said: If you 
are coming to D.C., then I have a place 
for you to stay. Please stay at my 
house, and let’s have a chance to talk, 
sit down and really get to know one an-
other. 

That was pretty cool because, as I 
said, it had just been a small encounter 
that we had had sometime before. 

So we sat at her dinner table, and I 
remember asking her about what she 
was doing and what she was learning in 
Congress. She told me about the Stra-
tegic Forces Subcommittee, and I was 
really very impressed with that be-
cause the thought of working on arms 
control just seemed like, first, a fan-
tasy and, then, just a really hard thing 
to do. 

She said that one of the reasons that 
she was interested in doing that, aside 
from the fact that she lived so close to 
Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory and she had a real interest in hav-
ing them be a premier lab for much of 
the testing in the future, was she felt 
that she wanted to show that women 
could do that job. 

Of course, we knew that she was the 
one who was capable to do that and 
probably was the first woman to have 
served on that committee. 

I remember, too, at her table, just 
talking about her daughter, Katherine, 
and how proud she was of Katherine, 

all her hopes and dreams for her, and 
how tough it was being a mom and also 
wanting to make her schedule work for 
her daughter. 

Then, of course, as a colleague on 
HASC, we were both on the committee 
when our country faced the great trag-
edy of 9/11, and just being able to re-
spond to so many of the issues around 
that. 

I always went to Ellen when we had 
a chance to talk about what we either 
had to vote on or what we were facing 
on the committee. Sometimes I would 
share with her: I am not sure what to 
do in this instance. 

She would look me straight in the 
eye, as she would always—and you can 
tell in her eyes here—with that kind of 
wry smile. She would say: SUSAN, you 
are going to do the right thing. 

Honestly, it gave me the confidence 
to do the right thing, and I knew that 
Ellen was going to do that as well. 

A number of years into her term and 
the great job that she did here pre-
siding in the House, at the request of 
President Clinton, she became and was 
able to be interviewed for and go before 
the Senate as Under Secretary of State 
for Arms Control and International Se-
curity, as people have mentioned. 

In that role, she traveled extensively 
and was really the face of our country 
in those negotiations with the Rus-
sians. Quite honestly, from the discus-
sions that I had with Ellen, I think 
they didn’t know what to make of her 
because she was so direct and so 
strong. She wouldn’t take anybody’s 
nonsense in that role. 

We were all so proud of her, knowing 
what she was able to accomplish, and 
people have referred to that as well. 

I want to be mindful here of the role 
that she played on nuclear weapons 
policy, how she came at that, and how 
she felt it was so important for a 
woman to be in that position someday. 

She didn’t know that she was going 
to be the Under Secretary for Arms 
Control and International Security. I 
don’t think she even thought that was 
a possibility at one time, but she want-
ed to be ready. She wanted to be pre-
pared. That is what she did so much of 
her life. 

Following a number of years facing 
cancer, being a survivor and all that 
she went through with the best atti-
tude in the world, even in recent 
months, she was still speaking before 
the Armed Services Committee on nu-
clear weapons policy. 

Her work on nuclear security made 
this world measurably safer and will 
have a lasting impact on future genera-
tions. 

We relied so much on her knowledge 
and her counsel as we considered the 
most sobering aspect of national secu-
rity: weapons with the power to de-
stroy life as we know it on this planet. 
We looked to Ellen for that. 

While her work was critically impor-
tant, always, for Ellen, her family 
came first. So our thoughts today are 
with her daughter, Katherine, everyone 
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who was close to her in her commu-
nity, and those she worked with 
throughout this world. Our thoughts 
are with all of them, and our blessings 
go with that. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, all of 
us, as I said, knew Ellen in different 
ways. I was surprised that the gentle-
woman from Florida probably knew 
Ellen Tauscher longer than anyone else 
in this body, and I am so pleased to 
recognize DONNA SHALALA. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. SHALALA). 

Ms. SHALALA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the California delegation for giving me 
this opportunity. 

I met Ellen Tauscher in the 1980s 
when I was the director of the Amer-
ican Stock Exchange and she was an 
officer. She was brilliant, and she had a 
heart of gold. 

We worked together again in the 
1990s when she was elected to Congress. 
She hadn’t changed. She could still 
focus, razor sharp, on any issue. 

She was a classic citizen legislator. 
She had had a previous extraordinary 
career in finance and then committed 
herself to public service. All of us who 
knew and worked and played with her 
loved her. Actually, we had a date this 
month for dinner at her favorite 
Georgetown restaurant. 

She will be missed as a kind, warm, 
and wonderful friend, as a classy col-
league. She will be remembered as a 
patriot who loved her country and 
served it well. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, talking 
about how we each knew Ellen in dif-
ferent ways, she was very active in the 
New Democrat Coalition. We have 
someone who served with her as one of 
her cohorts, as a New Democrat who, I 
believe, chaired it with her at one 
time. I am happy to recognize RON 
KIND. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND). 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman from California, first of 
all, for recognizing me tonight but also 
for securing this Special Order to 
honor one of our great friends and 
great colleagues in this institution, 
Ellen Tauscher. I also thank JOHN 
GARAMENDI for helping to organize to-
night’s Special Order as well. 

Ellen was a true patriot. She was a 
great American, someone who loved 
the congressional district that allowed 
her to represent them, loved her home 
State, and loved our country even 
more. 

I got to know Ellen as a member of 
the incoming class of 1997. We were 
both present at the creation of the New 
Democrat Coalition. It didn’t exist 
back then, until we first joined. Then, 
with the help of Cal Dooley, another 
California Representative; Tim Roe-
mer; Jim Moran; and ADAM SMITH, who 
is now chairing the Armed Services 
Committee and was also one of the 
founding Members, we helped form the 
New Democrat Coalition, where Ellen 
really excelled in her leadership. It was 

fun getting to work with her on such a 
personal level. 

The committees to which she was as-
signed were a perfect fit for her and for 
the district and State she represented: 
the Armed Services Committee, where 
she developed such great expertise and 
knowledge on national security issues, 
but especially with the arms control 
issue that she became world renowned 
over; the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, with all of the 
work that she did to help rebuild 
America the way it should be, but espe-
cially the infrastructure projects that 
were so crucial to her area of Cali-
fornia that she would fight doggedly 
over on that committee; and then her 
work on the Science Committee, which 
really fit in well with her leadership 
role with the New Democrat Coalition. 

The New Dems were a group of Mem-
bers here in the Democratic Caucus 
who were more moderate, more prag-
matic. To Ellen, being moderate and 
pragmatic wasn’t an ideology; it was a 
way of life, a way of being able to get 
things done in an institution where it 
is sometimes very difficult to get 
things accomplished. 

She was always looking to find those 
bipartisan coalitions in order to get 
things across the finish line, being re-
spectful and listening, especially to our 
colleagues across the aisle, knowing 
that there was common ground to be 
had that we could work on together in 
order to represent the interests that 
she represented in California but all 
our interests here in this country. 

On the Science Committee, she was 
devoted, as she was with the New Dem-
ocrat Coalition, to making sure that 
our country remained the most innova-
tive, competitive, and creative nation 
in the world, especially at a time of 
great technological change. 

She came in with me in the late 1990s 
during the information revolution that 
was taking place, the dot-com era, 
with, of course, a tremendous impact 
in California, as it had throughout the 
rest of the country, being able to wrap 
our arms around that, understanding 
the vast implications that this was 
going to have on American competi-
tiveness abroad. How to stay on that 
cutting edge of new discovery in the 
global information technology econ-
omy while also making sure that none 
of our citizens were left behind with 
that rapid change and our role in that 
global economy, that was something 
Ellen was deeply devoted to, something 
that she took up as chair of the New 
Democrat Coalition over two terms, 
making sure that we were spending 
time to understand the policy implica-
tions of the high-tech revolution, arti-
ficial intelligence, robotics, and the 
role our country can play in advancing 
that. 

b 2100 
Again, how can we best empower all 

Americans so that they can be full par-
ticipants of that global economy and 
rapid change? We haven’t always done 
a good job at that, quite frankly. 

I think that is one of the reasons 
there is so much consternation and 
even anger back home, because many 
people feel that they haven’t been em-
powered with the skills they need to be 
full participants and to be successful in 
this highly charged economy. 

That was something that Ellen rec-
ognized and was devoted to trying to 
find answers to when she showed up at 
work every day. 

It was a great honor to be able to 
serve with her in that coalition and to 
later assume the chair position from 
her in order to continue to build it. 

I know Ellen was particularly proud 
of last fall’s election, the fact that 41 of 
the new Democratic Members who 
joined Congress decided to join the New 
Democrat Coalition, putting our num-
ber up to 101, which was unfathomable 
at the time we were starting the coali-
tion in the late 1990s, let alone just in 
recent years. 

It shows that the New Dems have a 
very important role to play, as Ellen 
recognized, in helping to shape the 
agenda and the policies that will make 
sense and work for the people back 
home. 

I appreciated being able to work 
closely with her in that capacity. I 
learned a lot from the skills that she 
brought, with her varied interests and 
backgrounds that she had before Con-
gress. As was mentioned earlier, she 
was one of the first women to hold a 
seat on the New York Stock Exchange, 
a very accomplished business person 
herself. 

I think that is, in a lot of ways, 
where she derived her political prag-
matism from, being able to get things 
done, and the role that she played in 
the respective committees, in the coa-
lition, and in the friendships and part-
nerships that she was able to form so 
successfully here in Congress. 

She wasn’t one who took no for an 
answer. She always felt that there was 
a path to success in whatever endeavor 
she performed. That is why it made 
perfect sense that, in the first Obama 
term, he, along with Secretary Clinton, 
appointed her for Under Secretary for 
Arms Control and International Secu-
rity. It was perfect for her personal 
background and portfolio, and she be-
came the negotiating face of America 
when she was out negotiating the arms 
control treaties. 

Everyone knew, with great con-
fidence, that when Ellen entered that 
negotiating room, there would be no 
one more prepared, no one who had 
done their homework more than she. 

It even went beyond the intricacies 
and the complexities of arms control 
and nuclear reduction. It was also get-
ting to understand and appreciate 
where the negotiators across the table 
were coming from, the political con-
stituencies that they had to answer to 
back home. 

With her own political background, I 
think she brought that bigger perspec-
tive to these negotiations. Because of 
that, the success that she was able to 
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achieve on behalf of our country was 
something that she was able to achieve 
with her negotiating counterparts from 
across the table. That is a skill that we 
need to cherish and recognize more, 
quite frankly, in our various agencies 
throughout government. 

When she stepped down from that po-
sition, she immediately was sworn in 
as Special Envoy for Strategic Sta-
bility and Missile Defense at the State 
Department. It was just the next 
iteration of that skill set that she 
brought in the course of these negotia-
tions. 

She represented us so very, very well. 
We were all so proud of her, those of us 
who had gotten to know her through-
out the years, seeing what she was able 
to accomplish in her post-Congress ca-
reer, still finding a way to serve her 
Nation in a different capacity. 

She will be deeply missed. She was 
loved by those who knew her in this in-
stitution. 

Of course, she had a daughter, Kath-
erine, whom she adored above anyone 
else. As much fun as it was serving 
with Ellen when we came in, in 1997, 
and throughout the years, it was per-
haps as much fun watching Katherine 
grow up in our midst, seeing her be-
come such the accomplished and beau-
tiful young woman that she is today. 
Ellen was so proud of that. 

On behalf of the Class of 1997, on be-
half of the New Democrat Coalition, we 
thank Katherine and the entire Tau-
scher family for sharing Ellen with us 
through these years of her public serv-
ice, first in Congress and then during 
the Obama administration. 

She was a great friend, great col-
league, great Representative for her 
district in California. More impor-
tantly, she was a great American and a 
great patriot who believed in the fu-
ture of our country. 

She will be sorely missed but never 
forgotten, the accomplishments that 
she was able to achieve throughout her 
distinguished career here and through-
out her entire life. 

May God bless her and take her into 
His care. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, much 
has been said about the New Dems, and 
I would like to recognize the current 
New Dem chair. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. KILMER). 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from California for orga-
nizing today’s Special Order to cele-
brate the life of Ellen Tauscher. 

I didn’t serve with Ellen. I had the 
opportunity to meet her and enjoyed 
that, and I now have the distinct honor 
of serving in a role that she held, not 
just previously but exceptionally, as 
chair of the New Democrat Coalition. 

As my friend from Wisconsin said, 
the New Dems is made up of forward- 

thinking, pro-growth, pro-innovative, 
and fiscally responsible Democrats. 
This Congress, we have 101 members, 
making us now the largest ideological 
caucus in the House. It is the largest 
the coalition has ever been. 

It is safe to say, and it is certainly 
not hyperbole to say, that this coali-
tion would not be what it is if it wasn’t 
for Ellen Tauscher. The coalition came 
into existence with the election of 
Ellen Tauscher and several other cur-
rent and former colleagues back in 
1996. 

Shortly after she took office, Peter 
Beinart wrote a profile piece about 
Ellen and the New Democrats in Time 
magazine. In it, Beinart describes the 
early days of a growing New Democrat 
Coalition that represented predomi-
nantly suburban districts across the 
country. He declared the Democratic 
center was moving toward what he 
called Tauscherism, a phrase that 
stuck around to describe the socially 
progressive, fiscally moderate, pro- 
business focus that were many of the 
policies New Democrats advocated not 
just then but now as well. 

Ellen quickly gained respect, both in 
the coalition and within the broader 
Caucus. She was elected to the serve as 
the New Dem chair in 2005 and served 
in that position until 2009 when she left 
Congress to serve as Under Secretary 
for Arms Control and International Se-
curity Affairs at the State Depart-
ment. 

As chair, Ellen made a consequential 
impact on the direction of the New 
Democrat Coalition. Under her 
chairwomanship, the coalition fought 
for a forward-looking innovation agen-
da, strong national defense, and more 
effective government. 

Ellen also rose in leadership posi-
tions on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, chairing the Strategic Forces 
Subcommittee. She worked closely 
with our leadership when Democrats 
took the majority in 2007, to help shep-
herd landmark legislation through the 
Congress. 

Those who knew her well, and you 
have heard from many of them tonight, 
remember her tenacity, her creativity, 
and her patriotism. Since her passing, 
we have heard from former colleagues 
and friends about the extraordinary 
impact that Ellen made on their lives 
and on them. 

They say the measure of a person’s 
life is the impact they have on others. 
From this measurement alone, it is 
very clear that Ellen lived a life of pur-
pose. We are so thankful for the time 
that she spent here, for the time she 
spent blazing a trail for the New Demo-
crat Coalition. 

We are absolutely keeping Ellen’s 
daughter, Katherine, and the entire 
Tauscher family in our thoughts and 

prayers this month as we celebrate her 
extraordinary life and her extraor-
dinary legacy. 

Again, I thank our colleague from 
California for organizing this Special 
Order in honor of Ellen’s life. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I think 
so many of us in the House could think 
of the different things we did with 
Ellen. As I was listening, I was remem-
bering her capacity to reach agree-
ment. She was a legislator, and wheth-
er it was reaching across the aisle or 
disagreements even within the Demo-
cratic Party, she was always trying to 
come up with a solution that would 
make the country better. 

I remember a disagreement we had. 
We were good friends, but we had a dis-
agreement on a legislative issue. There 
was a disagreement in the Democratic 
Party, and we had a big meeting. Rath-
er than let people fight, we stood in 
front of the group and we actually 
drafted the compromise that would 
move us forward in the course of about 
20 minutes. It was an extraordinary ex-
perience for both of us and especially 
for the new Members who had never 
seen legislators actually legislating 
themselves. 

I know that there are people 
throughout the House who have such 
memories, and I hope that they will be 
able to put them into the RECORD, 
keeping Katherine and the entire Tau-
scher family in their prayers. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the subject 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today and 
May 15 on account of district business. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 10 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO LEGISLATION 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote on 
passage, the attached estimate of the costs of H.R. 299, Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019, for printing in 
the CONRESSIONAL RECORD. 
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