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There are many questions for the 

President, but here are two. Why do we 
need more troops in the Iran area right 
now? Why? And why such a large num-
ber—120,000, which is as many as the 
total number of troops we have had in 
Iraq at significant times. 

PUERTO RICO 
Now, there are a lot of Americans 

still waiting at this point for Puerto 
Rico and the disaster bill. A lot of 
Americans are still waiting for the 
Senate to put politics aside and help 
them piece their lives back together 
from natural disasters last year, from 
wildfires to floods, from tornadoes to 
hurricanes. Because of climate change, 
our weather is different—considerably 
different—and Americans are paying 
the price. We are also paying the price 
for not taking leadership on climate. 
But now I am here to discuss this relief 
package. Throughout our discussions 
here in Congress about the relief pack-
age, Democrats have maintained that 
it must include relief for all Americans 
affected by disasters last year, not just 
those Americans who live in the West 
and Midwest or South, but also the 3 
million citizens living in Puerto Rico. 
It is not a zero-sum game. It is not that 
if you help Puerto Rico you would not 
be helping Florida or Iowa. You can 
help them all, and that is what Ameri-
cans have always done. 

But there is some good news. I must 
say that I am encouraged that Repub-
licans are starting to realize that we 
cannot leave Puerto Rico out. It may 
not have happened had Democrats not 
insisted all along that Puerto Rico be 
included, but our Republican friends 
are beginning to realize that if Puerto 
Rico is not in the package, no package 
will pass. As for their intransigence 
and obeisance to President Trump, 
when he came in out of the clear blue 
one day and bollixed up the package 
that had been carefully worked out be-
tween the Democrats and Republicans 
by insisting that no aid to Puerto Rico 
be in the package, it is clear to our Re-
publican friends that is not working, 
and I am encouraged that Republicans 
have moved into our direction when it 
comes to disaster in Puerto Rico. I 
hope that we can find agreement soon 
and put this totally unnecessary polit-
ical fight behind us and finally deliver 
relief to disaster-stricken Americans, 
wherever they may be. 

HEALTHCARE 
Madam President, 133 million Ameri-

cans under 65 years of age are living 
with a preexisting condition of some 
kind. Right now, because of the laws on 
the books, insurance companies cannot 
charge those Americans more or deny 
them coverage simply because they 
have a preexisting condition. That is a 
great thing. That is something Ameri-
cans longed for before these protec-
tions became law. 

But, unfortunately, that could all 
change and go away if the lawsuit 
against our healthcare law brought by 
Republican attorneys general and sup-
ported by the Trump administration 

succeeds. It would deprive health cov-
erage for tens of millions of Americans 
and risk denial of coverage or exorbi-
tant premiums for up to 133 million 
Americans with preexisting conditions. 
That scale of cruelty is so large that it 
is almost unimaginable—to tell 133 
million Americans that you will not 
get protections if, God forbid, you have 
an illness and your insurance company 
wants to cut you off. Yet those are the 
practical consequences of the lawsuit 
that the Trump Department of Justice 
continues to support. While that law-
suit is a fundamental threat to our 
country’s healthcare system, led by 
President Trump and supported by just 
about every Republican in this Cham-
ber, the Trump administration has also 
spent much of the past 2 years sabo-
taging and undermining healthcare at 
every turn. 

As for this ideology that the govern-
ment should not help people who have 
healthcare problems, well, about 90 
percent of all Americans do not agree 
with that, but somehow it is dominant 
in the White House and dominant in 
the Republican Senate. Last week the 
House passed legislation that would re-
verse the Trump administration. It is 
good that the new majority in the 
House is taking action. 

Later this week the House is poised 
to pass another package of legislation 
to further protect preexisting condi-
tions and help Americans sign up for 
quality health coverage. But so far 
none of the bills that protect Ameri-
cans’ healthcare have received any at-
tention from the Republican leader, 
Senator MCCONNELL, and that is a 
shame—a real shame. 

Leader MCCONNELL has slowly but 
surely been turning the Senate into a 
legislative graveyard, where even the 
most consequential and noncontrover-
sial legislation gets buried indefinitely. 

Just take the House-passed legisla-
tion on preexisting conditions as an ex-
ample. This is extraordinarily popular 
with the American people. A Kaiser 
poll found that nearly 70 percent of 
Americans do not want the courts to 
overturn protections for preexisting 
conditions. I don’t think any of my col-
leagues would argue on the merits that 
we should go back to a healthcare sys-
tem where insurance companies could 
discriminate against a child with can-
cer. In fact, several of my Republican 
colleagues who recently won reelection 
ran ads explicitly saying they were for 
protections for Americans with pre-
existing conditions. So why will the 
Republican leader not commit to at 
least putting up legislation to do that? 
I hope it is not because my Republican 
colleagues want to be able to say one 
thing and do another. I hope it is not 
because of the influence of dark 
money. I hope that is not why. So I 
would say to the leader: Do not throw 
healthcare legislation into the legisla-
tive graveyard. Do not throw the 
healthcare of the American people into 
the legislative graveyard. 

The American people are worried 
about rising costs and declining qual-

ity. They are worried that if they are 
sick, they could wake up any day and 
no longer have access to healthcare. 
That is a very real threat that millions 
of Americans face under the Trump ad-
ministration. Healthcare was the No. 1 
issue for most Americans in the last 
election. We should be doing something 
to protect American families from the 
Trump administration’s effort to un-
dermine healthcare. I understand that 
my Republican colleagues do not want 
to cross the President, but this issue is 
too important to too many American 
families to remain silent, too impor-
tant for our Republican colleagues not 
to go to their leader—especially, those 
colleagues who campaigned for pre-
existing condition protections—and 
tell the leader that we must bring this 
legislation to the floor. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority whip. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, when 
Republicans took office at the begin-
ning of the 115th Congress, we had one 
goal in mind, and that was to make life 
better for American families. We knew 
that American families were strug-
gling. Recovery from the great reces-
sion was long and slow. Economic 
growth was sluggish. Wages were stag-
nant. Too many families were living 
paycheck to paycheck. American fami-
lies needed relief, and Republicans 
were determined to give it to them. 

That is why we made getting our 
economy going again a priority. We 
knew that our economy needed to do a 
lot better if American families were 
going to start doing better. A strong 
economy is the key to getting Ameri-
cans access to the jobs, wages, and op-
portunities they need to thrive. 

So we took action. We eliminated 
burdensome regulations that were act-
ing as a drag on economic growth, and 
we passed a historic reform of our Tax 
Code to put more money in Americans’ 
pockets and to get our economy going 
again. 

We cut tax rates and doubled the 
child tax credit, and in 2018 the average 
family of four saw a tax cut of more 
than $2,000. We lowered tax rates for 
businesses, expanded business owners’ 
ability to invest in their operations 
and their workers and made American 
businesses more competitive in the 
global economy. 

We are seeing the results. Job cre-
ation is up. Wages are growing at the 
fastest pace in a decade. Personal in-
come is up. Unemployment is at the 
lowest level in 50 years. Tax reform is 
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