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a spirit that has a soul, housed in a

body. May each Member have spiritual
peace.
I also pray for each Member

relationally. The Scripture admonishes
for leaders to lead a peaceable life. May
the blessing of peace rest on their
homes.

Lastly, I pray for them physically.
Would You grant strength, health, and
wisdom to each one. Lord, may every
Member realize You have placed them
here and acknowledge their ultimate
accountability is to You.

Lord, I thank You for this great op-
portunity, and I pray this prayer in the
name above every name, the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING DR. BENNY TATE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Dr. Benny Tate,
whose leadership and guidance have
made him an incredibly valuable mem-
ber of his community in Milner, Geor-
gia, and our Third District.

Dr. Tate has been the senior pastor of
Rock Springs Church in Milner for over
25 years. In that time, when it started
as a church of just 60, it has now grown
to a church of over 6,000.

Through this work, Dr. Tate has also
shepherded the creation of several min-
istries, including the Rock Springs
Medical Clinic, the Rock Springs Chris-
tian Academy, the Potter’s House for
Women, and Impact Christian Min-
istries for the homeless.

Benny has been married to his wife,
Barbara, for over 30 years, and they
have one daughter, Savannah Abigail,
who is here with him today.

I want to commend Dr. Tate for his
commitment to our community. There
is not a week that goes by where he
isn’t a welcoming part of the Third
District of Georgia.

The grace and love he has shown to
his parishioners and neighbors
throughout his 25 years in Milner is un-
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paralleled, and I am truly honored to
have Dr. Benny Tate here with us
today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————

WE THE PEOPLE

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, ‘“We
the People” is a bold opening state-
ment enshrined in our Constitution.
Yet, the truth is that in most parts of
our country, LGBTQ Americans are not
included in ‘““We the People.”

Students in Arizona should go to
school free from fear and bullying.
Workers in Texas should not be afraid
of being fired because of who they are.
Renters in Mississippi should not be
evicted because of who they love.

No person, no matter where they live
in America, should face discrimination.
Equality should not depend on the ZIP
Code where you live. It is time to make
equality for LGBTQ people the law of
the land and to ensure that we, too, are
part of ““We the People.”

I urge my colleagues to be on the
right side of history and to vote ‘‘yes”
on the Equality Act.

———————

UMITA WILL HELP STATE AND
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE RE-
NEWAL

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, as the national conversation
revolves around infrastructure this
week, I would like to highlight H.R.
300, the Unfunded Mandates Informa-
tion and Transparency Act, or UMITA,
which I introduced with my Demo-
cratic colleague, Representative
CUELLAR.

UMITA will further our goal of re-
newing our country’s infrastructure by
making sure that overly burdensome
Federal regulations don’t hinder
progress on State and local levels.

State and local governments shoul-
der the greatest cost of infrastructure
projects, and any Federal legislation to
assist their efforts must account for
costs of regulatory compliance. Every
dollar spent on compliance with bur-
densome mandates is less money for
the projects States and localities need.

UMITA passed with a bipartisan vote
in the last four Congresses, and I call
for it to be included in any comprehen-
sive infrastructure legislation consid-
ered in this body.

H3799

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CLI-
MATE RESILIENCY and READI-
NESS ACT

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, cli-
mate change is a major threat to our
national security; and military leaders
agree.

Last year, the Department of Defense
studied 79 mission-critical bases and
found that climate change threatened
most of them. In the past year alone,
three of our military installations suf-
fered significant damage from natural
disasters, and they are still not fully
recovered.

It is clear that the scale of this chal-
lenge is great. That is why today I am
introducing the Department of Defense
Climate Resiliency and Readiness Act
to help tackle this challenge.

By setting clear goals and ensuring
regular dedicated resources, my bill
gives military leaders the tools and
flexibility to implement policies that
work best for their missions. We will
also ensure the DOD budgets for resil-
iency and maintains a focus on cut-

ting-edge technologies 1like hybrid
microgrids and additive manufac-
turing.

As one of the world’s largest energy
consumers, DOD can offer invaluable
leadership toward addressing the global
climate challenge, while bolstering
U.S. national security; and that starts
today.

——————

WORK IN A BIPARTISAN WAY TO
DEFEAT RUSSIAN ELECTION IN-
TERFERENCE

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, by ex-
panding American energy, expelling
diplomats, and ensuring that the
United States takes its position in the
world, President Trump has been
tougher on Russia than any President
in a generation.

But the fact remains that the Rus-
sian military attacked the U.S. elec-
tion. And so it would seem reasonable
that, along with the Department of
Homeland Security, the FBI, and the
CIA, we would want the United States
military offering the full suite of capa-
bilities, both offensive and defensive,
to combat Russian election inter-
ference.

Today, the House Armed Services
Committee held a classified briefing on
the U.S. military and their participa-
tion in this critical mission. I was
deeply disappointed in what I learned.

The U.S. military is not sufficiently
engaged or informed on critical aspects
of the Russian election interference
campaign. They don’t even know which
two Florida counties were hacked.

And when DOD sent 11 people to go
work with the Department of Home-
land Security to have the full suite of
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