May 15, 2019

about this because this one is really
disruptive, but it is worth the thought
experiment.

For anyone who might be watching
or having an interest in this Google,
‘“‘photosynthesis 40 percent’. Read the
complete articles that have been writ-
ten.

Madam Speaker, you remember your
high school biology class talking about
plants and plant cells having a certain
inherent inefficiency, where there is a
flaw that has been there for millions
and millions of years where it reaches
out and grabs the oxygen molecule
when it should have grabbed the carbon
molecule.

Through some synthetic biology they
fixed the inefficiency. It now will reach
over and grab the carbon molecule
every time. All of a sudden it means a
40 percent efficiency in growth.

So, what happens tomorrow when
crops require 40 percent less water, 40
percent less land, and 40 percent less
fuel?

What does it mean to the world?

Thought experiment: I need you to
take it a step further. World agri-
culture represents 2.2 times the total
greenhouse gases of every automobile
on Earth. Just adopting this plant
technology in our agriculture equals
removing every car off the face of the
Earth.

As this rolls out, how fast would it
take to change the seed stock around
the world?

There are solutions, and they are not
always a linear thought. They some-
times require some creativity. Let’s
face it. We work in a math-free zone
that also lacks creativity. This exists.
This is rolling out. It is a revolution.

Yes, it is going to be incredibly dis-
ruptive to agriculture around the
world. It is going to be incredibly dis-
ruptive.

At the same time, what happens
when you want to plant trees and you
can grow them 40 percent more effi-
ciently, and they are just little carbon
capture machines?

This is here. We should be excited
about it.

The last one is just more of the
thought experiment of trying to say, if
we really care, we need to stop the the-
ater that seems to be what happens be-
hind these microphones and actually
understand the problem, understand
the math, and then focus on that solu-
tion. Because often around here I be-
lieve a solution is a problem for us be-
cause the very thing that we got elect-
ed on, that we love coming and com-
plaining about, oh, dear heaven, what
happens if we solve it?

So let’s actually talk about some-
thing that is part of our pop culture
right now, but it is a real issue. For
someone like myself, I grew up scuba
diving. I love scuba diving, and I have
been blessed to do it in a lot of really
neat places. Ninety percent of the plas-
tic in the world’s oceans come from 10
rivers. Eight of these rivers are in Asia,
and two of those rivers are in Africa.
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Ninety percent of the plastic in the
ocean comes from 10 rivers. If you give
a darn about plastic in the ocean, ban-
ning straws in your community is the-
ater. It is absurd math. It may make
you feel better and get you in the local
newspaper, but you didn’t do anything.

This body here immediately should
figure out what aid programs we have,
what research, what we can do to go to
those 10 rivers that are 90 percent of
the plastic in the ocean and help, in-
stead of complaining about it and in-
stead of doing a nice video of going out
and saying, I am going to pick up plas-
tic off a beach.

No. If you care, it is 10 rivers, we
know where the problem is. If you real-
ly want to have an impact, go where it
is coming from. This is a simple exam-
ple of we talk, talk, talk, talk, and
talk around this place, but if we solve
it, then we don’t get to actually talk
about it. But solving is the most eth-
ical thing we can do as a body.

Policy that is made with math and
policy that is made with facts can do
amazing things for our country, my 3-
year-old little girl, and for this world.
Policy around here that is done by
folklore, by an anecdote, and by feel-
ings, time and time again, when we
look back, it may have been well-in-
tended, but ultimately it hurts people.

If we get our math right, if we actu-
ally understand the underlying basis of
a problem, figure out an honest solu-
tion that continues to grow our econ-
omy and continues to provide opportu-
nities instead of this sort of constant
Malthusian echo around here that says
that we can’t grow anymore, we can’t
do this—they are wrong, and the folks
who embrace that philosophy have
been wrong for centuries now.

There are technology breakthroughs
happening all around us. You actually
saw the latest one on this. Finally, we
have broken the code on a plastic that
truly breaks down. Let’s incentivize
that. There are solutions. This body is
an honorable body, but it needs to be-
come one about solutions instead of
theatrics.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

PUBLICATION OF BUDGETARY
MATERIAL

REVISION TO THE AGGREGATES, ALLOCATIONS,
AND OTHER BUDGETARY LEVELS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2020

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2019.

MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 (CBA), the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 (BBEDCA), and H. Res. 293 (116th
Congress), I hereby submit for printing in
the Congressional Record a revision to the
aggregates and allocations set forth in the
Statement of Aggregates, Allocations, and
Other Budgetary Levels for Fiscal Year 2020
published in the Congressional Record on
May 3, 2019.

This revision is for allowable adjustments
for amounts for program integrity initia-
tives and Overseas Contingency Operations
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pursuant to section 251(b) of BBEDCA. These
amounts are contained respectively in the
text of H.R. 2740, the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2020, and of H.R. 2745, the Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2020, as reported by the
Committee on Appropriations.

Accordingly, I am revising aggregate
spending levels for fiscal year 2020 and the
allocation for the House Committee on Ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2020. For pur-
poses of enforcing titles III and IV of the
CBA and other budgetary enforcement provi-
sions, the revised aggregates and allocation
are to be considered as aggregates and allo-
cations included in the budget resolution,
pursuant to the Statement published in the
Congressional Record on May 3, 2019.

Questions may be directed to Jennifer
Wheelock or Raquel Spencer of the Budget
Committee staff.

JOHN YARMUTH.

TABLE 1.—REVISION TO ON-BUDGET AGGREGATES

[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars]

2020 2020-2029

Current Aggregates:
Budget Authority
Outlays

3,709,585 na.
3,676,452
2,740,533

n.a.
34,847,515

Revision for Program Integrity (H.R 2740):
Budget Authority
Outlays

1,842 n.a.
1,481 n.a.

Revision for Overseas Contingency Operations
H.R. 2745):

Budget Authority
Outlays

Revised Aggregates:
Budget Authority
Outlays

3,712,348 na.
3,677,940
2,740,533

n.a.
34,847,515

= Not applicable because annual appropriations for fiscal years
2021 through 2029 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress.

TABLE 2.—REVISED ALLOCATION OF SPENDING AUTHOR-
[TY TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

[In millions of dollars]

2020

Base Discretionary Action:
BA 1,295,018
or 1,360,935

Revision for Program Integrity (H.R. 2740):
BA

1,842
or 1,481
Revision for Overseas Contingency Operations (H.R. 2745):

921
7

or
Revised Allocation:
1,297,781
1,362,423

ot
Current Law Mandatory:
BA 1,075,820
ot 1,067,358

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
I move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 35 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, May 16, 2019, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1026. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary, Comptroller, Department of Defense,
transmitting a semi-annual report titled,
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