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Act, Pattern and Practice Enforcement Act, the
USA Freedom Act, the Fair Sentencing Act,
the “Motor Voter” Act, and the Innocence Pro-
tection Act.

For these reasons, Congressman Conyers
is recognized as a champion of civil rights and
civil liberties, receiving numerous honors, in-
cluding the NAACP Spingarn Medal and the
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human
Rights Hubert H. Humphrey Award. Always a
leader and gentleman, Congressman Conyers
walked the halls of this institution for more
than 50 years, leaving a lasting impact
through his dedication to freedom and justice
for all people.

Like so many in this body, | am proud to
have been his colleague and friend. The cele-
bration of his 90th birthday is an ideal time to
reflect on his accomplishments and celebrate
his distinguished legislative career. His dedica-
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tion and commitment to service is an example
for us all. He will always be the Chairman.
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Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in strong and steadfast support of
the Equality Act.

We've made a lot of progress in recent
years, but the reality is that many still face dis-
crimination because of who they are and the
people they love.

In Texas, the discrimination and inequality
faced by the LGBTQ community is heart-
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breaking and entirely un-American, but with
the Equality Act we can do something about it.

The Equality Act will greatly extend civil
rights for the LGBTQ community, providing
consistent and explicit protections from dis-
crimination for LGBTQ people across key
areas of life including employment, housing,
credit, and education.

In Texas, that means having explicit protec-
tions for LGBTQ people for the first time in our
history. Updating federal law will tear down
barriers to prosperity and lead to better out-
comes for our family members, neighbors, and
loved-ones.

This is long overdue for nearly 1 million
LGBTQ Texans and is why | urge all of my
colleagues to make the Equality Act the law of
the land.
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