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briefing today, the Members of the 
United States Congress, those who care 
about national security, homeland se-
curity, be briefed as to why our vessels 
are there, others are headed there, and 
the allegations or suggestion that 
120,000 troops will be moving in that di-
rection. 

America is strong. We have no fear, 
but we have always been a defender, 
not an offender. Iran is not just any old 
country in the Mideast. Shamefully, we 
disengaged from the Iran nuclear 
deal—wrong decision, evidenced by 
what is happening today. 

You cannot backdoor conversations. 
You have to show yourself willing to 
negotiate with leaders from the posi-
tion of facts and knowledge. 

I can’t stomach the frivolous engage-
ments and noninformation that is 
translating into our men and women 
put in harm’s way. We must be in-
volved and engaged. 

So I ask the administration to do so 
posthaste. I ask that we move forward 
with knowledge of what is going on, 
and each and every Member of this 
body and the other body should be 
knowledgeable about this point. 

I return to a local issue that has 
bothered me, and as a member of the 
Judiciary Committee, I want the fam-
ily of Pamela Turner, who is now de-
ceased, to know that I stand with 
them. 

I do not give a blanket assessment of 
the great law enforcement we have in 
this Nation, but I am appalled at the 
shooting death of an African American 
woman, Black woman, shot down in 
cold blood in the streets. 

Yes, this lady was walking her dogs 
in her apartment complex. There are 
suggestions that this individual was 
well-known to police and that there 
were some mental health issues, some-
thing that we have to fight against and 
give resources. Unfortunately, she was 
with warrants. 

I have no quarrel with people doing 
their job; but you are in your home, 
your apartment, walking your dogs, 
any other means could have been uti-
lized to pick you up on warrants. You 
are not going anywhere. We know your 
address. Through an unfortunate inter-
action, altercation, the gun was taken 
out by a law enforcement officer, and 
she was shot five times—not once to 
wound, but five times. 

So this requires, for the comity of re-
lationships and respect, a full Federal 
and State investigation—we cannot 
hide—just as I have indicated that 
shooting on Harding Street, recently, 
by officers requires a thorough and full 
investigation, which is going on right 
now. 

So I would simply say that because 
we are the land of the free and the 
brave, we are adherents to the Con-
stitution and democracy and dignity 
and justice for all, this is an untenable 
and unacceptable act, that I could be 
walking my dogs, unarmed, and I pro-
ceed into an unfortunate circumstance 
which included a Taser, but then it re-

sults in the absolute ending of my life, 
and I may be a person who needed men-
tal health assistance. 

I am deeply troubled to learn of the death of 
the Pamela Shantay Turner, who was shot 
and killed by a Baytown Police Officer. She 
was a mother of three children, and she died 
the day after Mother’s Day. 

In the investigation following Ms. Turner’s 
death, the officer indicated that he was patrol-
ling as part of his duty, and recognized Ms. 
Turner from ‘‘prior dealings’’ and proceeded to 
commence an arrest but she resisted. Nothing 
in the record suggests any wrongdoing by Ms. 
Turner prior to this chance encounter with 
Baytown Police. Reports suggest the officer 
attempted to arrest Ms. Turner. The officer al-
leges Ms. Turner reached for his Taser and a 
lieutenant with the Baytown police claims that 
Ms. Turner actually tased the officer. Accord-
ing to the Baytown Police Department, the offi-
cer fired his duty weapon and struck multiple 
rounds at Ms. Turner. The shooting was re-
corded by a civilian and caught on cell phone 
video. After her death, it was revealed that 
Ms. Turner suffers from serious mental ail-
ment. Prior to her death, Ms. Turner, 44, was 
heard stating that she was pregnant. After her 
death, this was determined not to be the case. 

I stand with the family of Pamela Turner. 
We must get to the truth; the facts and we will 
not relent until justice is served. The cir-
cumstances surrounding Ms. Turner’s death 
are shocking and I demand a state and fed-
eral inquiry into her death. First, what predi-
cate did the officer involved have in detaining 
Ms. Turner? Why were no efforts made to de-
escalate the controversy so that it did not end 
in a loss of life? And, if Ms. Turner was known 
to law enforcement in prior dealings, did they 
not also know about her mental state? In re-
cent months, we have seen too many in-
stances of these types of killings. During Na-
tional Police Week we honor our officers and 
I abhor attacks on our brave law enforcement 
personnel. As a member of the House Judici-
ary Committee, I look forward to working with 
law enforcement to protect justly our citizens 
and them. This disturbing act should not have 
happened and should never be repeated. 
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HONORING TROOPER MATTHEW 
GATTI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the in-
credible life of Trooper Matthew Gatti 
of the Tennessee Highway Patrol. 

On May 6, 2019, just a week or so ago, 
while responding to a call for help on 
Interstate 40 in Tennessee, Trooper 
Gatti was killed in the line of duty. 

Matthew Gatti will be remembered in 
west Tennessee and in our entire Na-
tion as a dedicated public servant, a 
husband, a son, a brother, and a friend 
to all. 

Although just 24 years old, Trooper 
Gatti had an incredible, an impressive 
career in public service. He served with 
the Madison County Sheriff’s Office in 
Jackson, Tennessee, and then began 
working for the Tennessee Highway 
Patrol. 

In addition to serving others, Mat-
thew was passionate about hunting, 
about baseball, about comedy, and he 
was an active member of his church, 
Gospel Light Baptist Church, in Jack-
son, Tennessee. 

Trooper Gatti lived a life that very 
few people have the honor of living. 

According to those who knew him 
the best, Trooper Gatti’s willingness to 
serve and his constant sacrifice for oth-
ers was of second nature to him. 

He exemplified duty and service both 
on and off the clock, and for that, I am 
truly grateful. 

Matthew had a deep love for his 
church, and his strong faith could be 
seen in everything that he did. His 
friends described him as a humble gen-
tleman who would say or do anything 
to lift your spirits. 

Matthew leaves behind his loving 
wife, Anna; his parents, Christopher 
and Christy; his sisters, Hannah and 
Esther; his brother, Joshua; his moth-
er-in-law and father-in-law, Kimberly 
and Frankie Lax; and his grandparents. 

Matthew was a blessing to our com-
munity, and his life was a service and 
an inspiration. 

Trooper Gatti died doing what he 
loved doing: protecting people, pro-
tecting his community, and protecting 
the State of Tennessee. And although 
his life on Earth has ended, his legacy 
will live on. 

My thoughts are with his family, 
with his friends, and with the men and 
women of the Tennessee Highway Pa-
trol. 

I also want to thank all the men and 
women in uniform who risk their lives 
each and every day to protect all of us 
for our safety and for our betterment. 

Matthew Gatti will never be forgot-
ten. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GREEN), 
my colleague. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Congressman 
KUSTOFF for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, most of us run away 
from danger, but our law enforcement, 
they run toward it. 

Last Monday, Tennessee State 
Trooper Matthew Gatti was killed in 
the line of duty responding to a car fire 
on I–40. 

I had the privilege of knowing this 
young trooper. Our families were dear 
friends. 

This young man was just 24 years old, 
but he lived a life of exemplary service 
to us all. 

Matthew’s father said that he died 
doing what he lived for: serving God 
and serving others. 

We honor those who pay the ultimate 
sacrifice for freedom. We honor this 
young man for his commitment to our 
safety. We honor his family for raising 
a young man who would serve us all in 
such a way. 
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HONORING EMILY CARNES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE). The Chair recognizes the 
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