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The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND), and the Senator from
California (Ms. HARRIS) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 114 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Isakson
Cassidy Johnson gcott (FL)
cott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford X
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz McSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue
NAYS—45
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Jones Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Leahy Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warren
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—3
Booker Gillibrand Harris

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

VOTE ON BULATAO NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Brian J.
Bulatao, of Texas, to be an Under Sec-
retary of State (Management).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Bulatao nomination?

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND), and the Senator from
California (Ms. HARRIS) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 92,
nays 5, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 115 Ex.]

YEAS—92
Alexander Gardner Portman
Baldwin Graham Reed
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Bennet Hassan Roberts
Blackburn Hawley Romney
Blunt Heinrich Rosen
Boozman Hoeven ) Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Brown Inhofe Sasse
Burr Isakson
Canpwell Johnson :giﬁzer
Capito Jones Scott (FL)
Cardin Kaine Scott (SC)
Carper Kennedy Shaheen
Casey King
Cassidy Klobuchar Shelby
Collins Lankford Sinema
Coons Leahy Smith
Cornyn Lee Stabenow
Cortez Masto Manchin Sullivan
Cotton McConnell Tester
Cramer McSally Thune
Crapo Menendez Tillis
Cruz Merkley Toomey
Daines Moran Udall
Duckworth Murkowski Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Enzi Murray Whitehouse
Ernst Paul Wicker
Feinstein Perdue Wyden
Fischer Peters Young

NAYS—5
Blumenthal Markey Warren
Hirono Sanders

NOT VOTING—3

Booker Gillibrand Harris

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jeffrey A.
Rosen, of Virginia, to be Deputy Attor-
ney General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today
I am on the floor to talk about the men
and women in uniform, our police offi-
cers who protect us every day. They
are here in the Capitol protecting us in
the Chamber. They are in Ohio pro-
tecting the citizens of Ohio, and they
do it every day. They put their lives on
the line for us in many cases.

This is National Police Week, a week
when tens of thousands of police offi-
cers come to Washington, DC. They
come to the police memorial. It has
been a wonderful week because I had
the opportunity to meet with law en-
forcement officers from Ohio, today,
yesterday, and the day before. We have
seen them on the streets. We have seen
them in uniform. Their opportunity to
come here is to talk about the impor-
tant issues that relate to our law en-

forcement but also to pay tribute to
their fallen colleagues.

Sadly, Ohio has lost its share of offi-
cers recently. Officers who have lost
their lives in the line of duty include
two so far this year and four last year.

On February 2, Clermont County De-
tective Bill Brewer was shot and killed
after responding to a call from a suici-
dal man who was armed at an apart-
ment complex just east of Cincinnati,
in Clermont County. Detective Brewer
served at the sheriff’s department for
20 years, and was widely respected.

The funeral was amazing. There was
an overwhelming number of people.
Grateful citizens showed up and law en-
forcement from our entire region and,
in fact, law enforcement from even
other States. At his service I had the
honor of presenting his widow and
young son with a flag that had flown
over the U.S. Capitol, in honor of him
and in gratitude to his family.

On that day, County Sheriff Steve
Leahy said of Detective Brewer:

He was an outstanding man. He was a good
father, a good husband, a good friend, a good
employee. He’s what this country needs more
of.

I agree with Sheriff Leahy.

On January 4, Colerain Township Po-
lice Officer Dale Woods was hit by a ve-
hicle while working at the scene of an
automobile accident, and he passed
away 3 days later as a result of his in-
juries. Police Chief Mark Denney re-
membered Woods as a hero who once
saved a baby inside a hot car and also
ran into a burning building to save a
blind woman. That is the type of self-
less and courageous officer he was. He
represented the best.

Last July, Cleveland Patrol Officer
Vu Nguyen, a 25-year veteran of the de-
partment, collapsed while taking part
in police training exercises. Vu was
known as a people person, someone
who cared a lot for his fellow citizens
and always went the extra mile to help
anyone who asked. His family said that
was the reason he became a police offi-
cer, because he wanted a job where he
could help people. That is what police
officers do.

In June of last year, Mentor Police
Officer Matthew Mazany was struck
and Kkilled by a hit-and-run driver while
assisting another officer during a traf-
fic stop. Officer Mazany had served
with the Mentor Police Department for
14 years. He was beloved by his fellow
officers, by his family and friends, and
by his entire community.

This morning I had the opportunity
to visit the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial, here in Washington,
DC. I was able to see the inscribed
names on the wall there of thousands
of law enforcement officers we have
lost over the years. If you haven’t been
down there, it is a powerful experience.

There were also beautiful memorials
set up around those walls with wreaths,
flowers, photographs, magazine arti-
cles, newspaper articles, and other in-
formation about officers whom we lost
in the last year, including these two of-
ficers from Westerville, OH, who were
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tragically murdered last year while
serving their community and all of us.

On February 10, 2018, Westerville Po-
lice Officers Anthony Morelli and Eric
Joering were fatally shot while re-
sponding to a 911 call. Sadly, it was
fatal. They had rushed to the scene.
They had arrived to help. They were
under fire. Officer Joering was killed at
the scene. Officer Morelli died in sur-
gery later that day.

I have had the great honor of meet-
ing the families of both of these fallen
officers—amazing women and amazing
kids. Linda Morelli and Jami Joering
are incredibly strong women and in-
credibly strong mothers. I was able to
express condolences and gratitude from
all Ohioans for their husbands’ service.

The memorials I saw today were a
moving tribute to those two police offi-
cers, two fallen officers who served
their fellow Ohioans with honor. Soon
their names will be inscribed on the po-
lice wall I talked about at the memo-
rial. Their names will be inscribed
there for the ages for all of us to see
and so that we can all remember the
ultimate sacrifice they and other offi-
cers have made for us.

We continue to hold up their families
and the families of the fallen. We con-
tinue to hold them up in our prayers
and to show our support and express
our enduring gratitude.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this
Sunday, I have the honor of joining
some of the most courageous, faithful,
and inspiring Texans whom I ever met
for the grand opening and dedication of
their new church.

These men and women are part of the
congregation at the First Baptist
Church of Sutherland Springs. For the
vast majority of its 100-year history,
this small church was adored by mem-
bers of the community as a place of
worship, but it didn’t get much atten-
tion on the national stage. On Novem-
ber 5, 2017, all of that changed when a
deranged shooter opened fire on their
Sunday service, Kkilling 26 parish-
ioners—adults, teenagers, children, and
an unborn baby. The church became
the site of the deadliest mass shooting
in Texas history.

This violent attack rocked the entire
small, tight-knit town to its core.
Every home, every family, and every
person felt the impact of the shooter’s
actions, but what emerged wasn’t more
of the hatred and anger displayed by
the shooter. Instead, Sutherland
Springs became a beacon of love and
hope. The day of the attack I spoke
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with Wilson County Sheriff Joe
Tackitt and offered my condolences
and complete support. Sheriff Tackitt
told me about the day’s events and said
the bloody scene inside the First Bap-
tist Church was horrific, but the re-
sponse to the tragedy was instanta-
neous. First responders from the sur-
rounding area, as well as State and
Federal law enforcement officials, in-
undated Sutherland Springs with re-
sources and help.

In the days and weeks following the
attack, the support continued. Folks
from across the country made their
way to this small town outside of San
Antonio to pay their respects, leaving
flowers outside the church, singing
songs of worship, and extending a car-
ing hand to those grieving.

I joined the congregation 1 week
after the shooting for their Sunday
service, and it was an emotional expe-
rience, to be sure. I was there to offer
what I could in terms of support and
hope to this grieving community, but
what happened was just the opposite.
They were the ones giving me inspira-
tion.

That day, as the associate pastor
pointed out, the church smashed at-
tendance records. It was remarkable to
see not only the church community but
also complete strangers embracing one
another, offering a shoulder to cry on
or a hand to hold.

There was perhaps no more moving
occurrence than Pastor Frank Pom-
eroy. He and his wife lost their teenage
daughter in the shooting.

One week after that occurred, he
opened that service saying: ‘“We have
the freedom to choose, and rather than
choose darkness like the young man
did that day, we choose the light.”

Coming from a man who lost 26 be-
loved members of his congregation, in-
cluding his own daughter, those words
are tough to get your brain around.
When he was going through what I
have no doubt was the toughest mo-
ment of his life, Pastor Pomeroy was
comforting those of us in the audience
and reminding us not to let evil tri-
umph.

As more details about the shooter
emerged, that message of hope was
even more important to recall. We
learned that the shooter had a long his-
tory of violence, and a number of red
flags had been raised—school suspen-
sions, comments about wanting to Kkill
his superiors, animal abuse, and vio-
lence toward those closest to him. He
had choked his wife, fractured his step-
son’s skull, and done time in military
prison.

Under existing Federal laws, the
shooter was prohibited from ever pur-
chasing or possessing a firearm. It was
illegal. So how did he get his hands on
this weapon that he used to take 26 in-
nocent lives?

Well, in short, it was because of a
broken system. He was able to pur-
chase four firearms because informa-
tion about his criminal history was
never uploaded into the National In-
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stant Criminal Background Check Sys-
tem, also known as NICS.

In the wake of the tragedy, you al-
ways wonder, how did this happen and,
more importantly, what can we pos-
sibly do to prevent something like this
from happening again? Well, in this
case, one answer was pretty clear. We
have to fix the National Criminal In-
stant Background Check System so
gun purchasers can’t lie and buy fire-
arms that they are already legally dis-
qualified from purchasing or pos-
sessing.

Eleven days after the shooting, it be-
came clear to me how this system had
broken down. The Air Force had simply
failed to upload this information into
the background checks system so it
wasn’t there when this shooter bought
those guns. In response, I introduced
the Fix NICS Act to reform the system
and ensure that all Federal agencies
accurately and correctly upload these
required conviction records. This legis-
lation also encourages States and local
jurisdictions, to the extent possible
under the Constitution, to do exactly
the same. We can’t make them do it,
but we can encourage them to do it and
facilitate their doing so.

It has been estimated that some 7
million records, including at least 25
percent of felony convictions and a
large number of convictions for mis-
demeanor domestic violence, are ab-
sent from NICS—7 million records, in-
cluding 25 percent of felony convic-
tions, and a large number of convic-
tions for domestic violence were absent
from the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System.

How in the world can we expect that
system to work to protect us and our
communities if, in fact, the required
information is not being uploaded?
Each missing record represents a
unique opportunity for someone like
the shooter at Sutherland Springs to
slip through the cracks. So we knew
what we had to do to change that.

I worked with my colleagues in the
Senate, on a bipartisan basis, and en-
couraged them to support the Fix NICS
Act. I was heartened and encouraged
by the bipartisan support we got. This
legislation passed with 77 Members of
the Senate serving as cosponsors. When
the President signed this bill into law,
it marked a major achievement and
step forward and delivered on the
promise I made to myself following
Pastor Pomeroy’s advice: focus on the
light and not on the darkness.

I am grateful for the support of my
colleagues who cosponsored and voted
for this legislation, which has made
our background check system stronger.
It actually made it so it will work the
way Congress originally intended when
it created the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System main-
tained by the FBI.

I have and will continue to work with
the officials at the Department of Jus-
tice to ensure that this law is fully im-
plemented as soon as possible.
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