May 17, 2019

nine Early Head Start Programs, with over
15,000 combined funded slots for these two
programs. In addition to providing academic
programming, Head Start also provides critical
health and nutrition programs, as well as sup-
port services that help many families work
their way towards economic stability.

| am proud to support the important work of
Head Start in providing children and families
within the 8th District of New Jersey every op-
portunity to succeed.

————

HONORING BATTALION CHIEF MI-
CHAEL McMILLIN ON BEING
NAMED OAK LAWN’S TOP FIRE-
FIGHTER OF 2019

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Battalion Chief Michael McMillin of
the Oak Lawn Fire Department for being
named the Village’s Top Firefighter of 2019.
The Oak Lawn Lions Club bestows this award
on a distinguished member of the department
after being nominated by his or her peers and
selected by a committee of fire department
leaders.

Battalion Chief McMillin has distinguished
himself as a tremendous first responder and
dedicated servant to the Village of Oak Lawn.
His devoted service to the community has
earned him admiration from his fellow fire-
fighters as well as the people of Oak Lawn.
Battalion Chief McMillin exemplifies the true
characteristics of leadership and has brought
professionalism and tremendous dedication to
the Oak Lawn Fire Department.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Battalion Chief Michael McMillin of the Oak
Lawn Fire Department. | congratulate him on
his accomplishments and thank him for his
service.

———

IN HONOR OF NANCY HEDBERG
FOR THE 2019 TOWNSHIP CLERK
OF THE YEAR AWARD

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Nancy Hedberg for her
award of 2019 Township Clerk of the Year by
the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks.
Her numerous years of dedicated service are
worthy of commendation.

Nancy Hedberg has faithfully served her
community of Scio Township for thirty-two
years. Mrs. Hedberg was initially hired as a
design consultant and worked on several ini-
tiatives, including the Jackson Boulevard
project. In 1987, she was appointed to the
Planning Commission, spending fourteen
years supervising land development in Scio
Township. From 1998 to 2008 , she served on
the Board of Review, and from 2008 onward
has worked as the Scio Township Clerk. Dur-
ing her tenure as Township Clerk, Mrs.
Hedberg has displayed incredible tenacity and
empathy.
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Nancy Hedberg's efforts have had a pro-
found impact on the residents of Scio Town-
ship. Her exemplary work highlights a commit-
ment to public service by developing deep re-
lationships with members of her community.
Praised for her continued optimism and tire-
less work ethic, Nancy Hedberg has been an
integral member of the Scio Township hall.
We thank Mrs. Hedberg for her commitment to
serving Scio Township, and we congratulate
her on her well-deserved award of the 2019
Township Clerk of the Year and her retire-
ment. Her compassion and leadership will be
missed, and we wish her good health and
every happiness in her retirement years.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Nancy Hedberg for her years
of distinguished public service. Her work has
been instrumental to the people of Scio Town-
ship.

DRUG PRICING AND SENIORS
HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of the action being taken
by this body to protect and expand affordable
health care and lower prescription drug costs.

Because of soaring prescription drug costs,
Texans and Americans are struggling to meet
their health needs.

These costs are especially burdensome for
the 65,000 senior citizens in my district, where
the average senior takes 472 medications
each month.

Last year, nearly 20 percent skipped doses
due to the high costs alone. This is absolutely
unacceptable.

This moment calls for action to protect the
health and well-being of Americans.

And action is exactly what House Demo-
crats are doing. The bills passed this week will
tackle out-of-control drug prices head-on and
fight the Trump administration’s efforts to de-
stabilize Medicare and our health care mar-
kets.

SUPPORTING THE EQUALITY ACT

HON. DEBBIE MUCARSEL-POWELL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL. Madam Speak-
er, I'm proud to represent a community, Key
West, where our motto is “One Human Fam-
ily.”

We welcome over 450 thousand LGBTQ
tourists each year who feel appreciated in our
home.

Protecting every American from discrimina-
tion is not only a fundamental value of our
country, it's essential for the health of our
economy.

For the first time in American history, we
passed legislation that would add protections
for a community that has been ignored for too
long.

The Equality Act ensures that no one can
lose their job or home because of whom they
love or who they are.
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It finally includes protections for our LGBTQ
community that are inherent in the Constitution
for all Americans.

This is the United States of America.

Equality Matters.

After all, we are all one human family.

———

HONORING AMERICAN LEGION
POST 13 IN STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

HON. BEN CLINE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. CLINE. Madame Speaker, | rise today
to recognize 100 years of the American Le-
gion and specifically Post 13 in Staunton, Vir-
ginia. In March of 1919, Congress chartered
and incorporated the American Legion as a
veteran’s organization that works to strengthen
communities while encouraging patriotism and
honor. The American Legion is dedicated to its
fellow servicemembers and veterans.

Soon after its national charter was passed,
a group of veterans of World War | gathered
at the YMCA on Main Street in Staunton, Vir-
ginia, to organize a local American Legion
post. This year, in 2019, that post celebrates
its centennial. For the past 100 years, the
Clemmer-McGuffin American Legion Post 13
has shown unwavering support to veterans,
servicemembers, and the communities of Au-
gusta County and Staunton, Virginia. This
Staunton American Legion post is named after
two local servicemen, Augusta County resi-
dent Jay F. Clemmer, and Staunton resident
Robert A. McGuffin. Both young men were
students at the Staunton Military Academy and
were killed in 1918 during World War |. Today,
| recognize the Clemmer-McGuffin American
Legion Post as they celebrate their 100 years
of assembly in the Shenandoah Valley.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE,
SERVICE, AND SACRIFICE OF MR.
MITCHELL LUNDGAARD

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life, service, and sacrifice
of Appleton firefighter Mitchell Lundgaard.

Mr. Lundgaard began his career with the
Appleton Fire Department in March of 2005
and spent the next 14 years serving and pro-
tecting his community. Through his dedication
and hard work, Mr. Lundgaard achieved the
rank of firefighter inspector.

On Wednesday, May 15, 2019, Mr.
Lundgaard tragically lost his life while on ac-
tive duty. His heroism and bravery in response
to a medical call will forever be remembered.
He was a true leader in the Appleton commu-
nity, and his absence will be felt across all of
Northeast Wisconsin.

Mr. Lundgaard’s years of service to our
community and his commitment to ensuring
the safety of others set the highest example of
citizenship that we must all strive for. Mr.
Lundgaard’s death is a tragedy for our com-
munity, and my deepest condolences go out
to his wife, three daughters, and the rest of
their family.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that the members of
this chamber rise in honor of Mr. Lundgaard’s
life, and that we keep him and his family in
our thoughts and prayers.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FLOWER
MOUND HIGH SCHOOL BOYS SOC-
CER TEAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor the Flower Mound High School
Boys Soccer Team for winning the school’s
first Texas UIL 6A State Soccer Champion-
ship. Coach David Doyle led the Jaguars
through a remarkable season, and | congratu-
late all players and coaches for reaching this
goal.

In winning the state championship, the stu-
dents have demonstrated teamwork, dedica-
tion, and perseverance. This year, the FMHS
Boys Soccer Team has elevated the bar for
future student athletes. Its seniors are leaving
an impressive legacy for their school and the
Flower Mound community.

The team earned the nickname “Cardiac
Jags” for their hard-fought championship run.
The championship game ended only after 100
scoreless minutes, when Brock Clayton deliv-
ered the game-winning shot in a 4-1 penalty
kick shootout win against San Antonio L.E.E.
Goalie Landon Leach was named the state
championship game MVP for making a penalty
kick save in regulation and a second save in
the final shootout.

It is a privilege to represent Flower Mound
High School in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. | am glad to join the students’ family,
friends, and North Texas community to cele-
brate the 2019 Flower Mound High School
Boys Soccer Team’s achievements, and | wish
them every continued success.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
HON. DON BACON

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor May 15, 2019 as Peace Officer Me-
morial Day and May 13 through the 19, 2019
as Police Week. | stand in support of those
who put their lives on the line, day in and day
out, for the protection of those within the State
of Nebraska and all over the United States.
My district is home to two sheriff offices, a
large urban police force, numerous community
police departments, the Nebraska State Patrol,
and a hand full of federal agencies. They have
unique differences in their responsibilities yet
they are strikingly similar in how they function.
The different shapes of the badges they wear
on their chests proudly proclaims their distinct
alliance to their home agency, but it is also a
symbol that binds them all together into one
brotherhood.

These gallant law enforcement professionals
are driven to serve the public of their jurisdic-
tions. To protect the life, limb, and property in
their assigned patrol areas during their long
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hours for which they have this solemn duty.
To those on the front line of our safety; it is
not about the pay, the hours, or the conditions
they work in. What is of importance to them is
the satisfaction of making the world a better
and safer place. They are the thin blue line
that stands between us and some of the dark-
est parts of our society.

When one of these brave individuals put on
their uniform and departs their home for the
streets, they are not worried for their own
safety. They know their fellow officer have
their back when needed. At great personal
sacrifice, they are pained by missing the base-
ball games or recitals of beloved children; the
birthdays and holidays they worked instead of
being home with their families.

I, like so many other members of the mili-
tary, have a very personal connection and ap-
preciation for those who choose this profes-
sion. | spent nearly thirty years in the military
and much of that time was deployed with com-
bat forces protecting our freedoms overseas:
The men and women in military uniform de-
pend on those back home in the blue uniform.

Like so many others in the military, when |
was overseas, | left my wife and children here
in the U.S. As a former commander, | can tell
you that the fastest way to negatively affect a
soldier, sailor, airman, or marine within a com-
bat situation was to have them worry about
their family back home. Our great police offi-
cers, allow the military to be a success. | am
in awe with the dedication that each officer
displays daily. When our military is reunited
with their family after a deployment, they can
relax knowing their fellow public servants pro-
vide a shield of protection. This is a profession
that takes a different type of individual, some-
one who is consistently putting their lives on
the line, someone that | have always looked
up to, a group of individuals that | cannot
thank enough for the blanket of security that
they provide.

There are members of the law enforcement
community who serve, retire, and move on in
their lives. Eventually they go home and lay
down their badge in retirement, but they will
no longer miss these family events. These
professionals have the gratitude of the con-
stituents of my district and | want to thank
them for their dedication to protect and serve.
I would like to honor some of these coura-
geous people who have long distinguished ca-
reers or who recently retired. They are:

Deputy Sheriff David J. Wintle, of the Doug-
las County Sheriff's Office, for over 29 years
of service (deceased). This included 13 years
as a K-9 handler.

Deputy Sheriff Clarence Cooper, of the
Sarpy County Sheriff's Office, for 22 years of
service (deceased). He also served 20 years
in the U.S. Air Force.

Officer Paul Briese Sr., of the Eppley Airfield
Police Department, for 11 years of service
(deceased). He also served 28 years with the
Omaha Police Department and 4 years as the
Sheriff of Boone County, NE.

Officer Robert Wondra, of the Omaha Police
Department, for over 25 years of service (re-
tired). This included 22 years as a member of
their SWAT team. He also served in the U.S.
Marine Corps.

Chief Les Johnson, of the Bennington Police
Department, for 26 years of service (de-
ceased).

Detective Matthew Elsasser, of the Papillion
Police Department, for 13 years. He is the Pa-
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pillion Police Department’s 2018 Officer of the
Year.

| want to thank these officers and all others
for their service and sacrifice.

HONORING DENNIS PEDISICH
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Dennis Pedisich
for his involvement with Community Health Ini-
tiative and his leadership in providing health
insurance to residents of Napa County.

Mr. Pedisich has been active in our commu-
nity since earning his Master in Business Ad-
ministration from Santa Clara University. He
sat on the Community Health Initiative Board
of Directors for nine years. During his time on
the Board, he held many positions, including
that of Vice President. Mr. Pedisich has self-
lessly given many hours of his time to the
Community Health Initiative, which has pro-
vided over 18,000 uninsured individuals with
health insurance and access to care.

Mr. Pedisich has been active in our commu-
nity in other positions as well. He has been
the President of the Napa Valley College
Foundation, the Justin-Siena High School
Board of Trustees, and the Kiwanis Club of
Napa Valley. He also sits on the Board of
Trustees for the Queen of the Valley Medical
Center. As the former President of Napa Com-
munity Bank and Vice President of Rabobank,
Mr. Pedisich has shared his expertise of the fi-
nance community with the local non-profit sec-
tor and has helped many businesses thrive
through his generosity with his time and
knowledge.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Pedisich is an active
member of our community who uses his ex-
pertise to assist others and help important
local institutions, such as the Community
Health Initiative, thrive. The Community Health
Initiative has been able to reach such a large
number of Napa residents in no small part be-
cause of Mr. Pedisich. It is therefore fitting and
proper that we honor Dennis Pedisich here
today.

TRIBUTE TO ANDRES D. SARABIA

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to acknowledge and honor the
passing of Mr. Andres D. Sarabia, a commu-
nity leader in San Antonio, Texas. Mr. Sarabia
dedicated his life to advocating on behalf of
others and guiding people to use their own
voice to hold their elected officials account-
able. He passed away on Friday, May 3,
2019, and will be missed by the San Antonio
community.

Mr. Sarabia served as the first president of
Communities Organized for Public Service
(COPS) and was actively involved with the or-
ganization’s advocacy efforts for more than
four decades. Through COPS, he worked to
organize and empower local residents to
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