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STRONGER CHILD ABUSE PREVEN-
TION AND TREATMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as 
the founding Chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus and a senior member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 2480, the ‘‘Stronger 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act.’’ 

I support H.R. 2480 because this legislation 
will help states to address the recent rise in 
child abuse and neglect by providing strategic 
funding to build networks of prevention serv-
ices designed to strengthen families and to im-
prove the quality of child protective services. 

Madam Speaker, child abuse and neglect is 
a pervasive public health problem that con-
tinues to affect millions of children across the 
country. 

Although we witnessed significant declines 
in the rate of child abuse and neglect across 
the 1990s and 2000s, the rate of child mal-
treatment has ticked up in recent years as the 
opioid epidemic has devastated families and 
communities across the country. 

In 2017, more children received an inves-
tigation or response from child protective serv-
ices agencies than any other time in the dec-
ade prior. 

It is long past time for the federal govern-
ment to provide the necessary funding to re-
verse the rise in child maltreatment. 

The ‘‘Stronger Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act’’ authorizes $270 million for the 
expansion of prevention services to reach over 
3 million children annually and another $270 
million to foster new research and support 
state child protective services agencies to ex-
pand services to meet increased demand with-
out sacrificing quality. 

Madam Speaker, another reason I strongly 
support this legislation is that it will also help 
address child abuse and neglect by improving 
the quality of federal and state data. 

Specifically, the ‘‘Stronger Child Abuse Pre-
vention and Treatment Act’’ establishes uni-
form standards for counting child fatalities and 
near fatalities related to child maltreatment 
and will create an electronic system that al-
lows states to share data from their child 
abuse and neglect registries with other states. 

H.R. 2480 also combats childhood maltreat-
ment and protects children by initiating pro-
tocol designed to detect infant abuse earlier, 
prevent child injuries and fatalities and halting 
the effects of maltreatment before they even 
develop. 

By supporting the training and careers of 
medical and child welfare professionals, the 
‘‘Stronger Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act’’ will help successfully identify and 
respond to signs of potential abuse in infants 
under age three, better protecting them from 
the immediate and lifelong negative impacts of 

childhood maltreatment and offering an en-
sured solution to end abuse. 

Madam Speaker, it is unconscionable that 1 
in 7 children in the United States suffers from 
child abuse or neglect. 

The effects of this abuse are far-reaching 
and severe, hindering a child’s mental, phys-
ical, and emotional development with con-
sequences that may follow the person through 
his or her lifetime. 

Childhood maltreatment has also been 
linked to higher risk for a wide range of long- 
term and future health concerns, including dia-
betes, lung disease, and cancer. 

It does not have to be this way, Madam 
Speaker, and we can do something about it, 
starting with passage of H.R. 2480, the 
‘‘Stronger Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act.’’ 

f 

HONORING OUR NATION’S HEROES 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the brave men and women 
who gave their lives in the defense of freedom 
and to preserve the liberties that we hold dear 
in this nation. 

Every Memorial Day, our nation unites to re-
member our military heroes who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice to defend the values and 
freedoms we all cherish. This day of remem-
brance represents why so many people in our 
country are grateful to be Americans. No other 
nation has sacrificed so much to secure not 
only its own freedom, but that of other nations 
as well. 

As we reflect on the remarkable lives of our 
nation’s fallen soldiers and their families, we 
must continue to honor them each and every 
day, as a single day of commemoration is far 
short of what they deserve. I know that back 
home in my district, our community will do 
their part in carrying on the legacy of these 
selfless individuals. 

This year, the Granbury community will host 
their annual ‘‘Field of Flags,’’ which is a me-
morial of over a thousand flags flying along 
Highway 377. These flags are dedicated to the 
lives of those that were killed in action or that 
are still missing in action. 

Attending Memorial Day events like the 
‘‘Field of Flags’’ this weekend is imperative to 
teaching younger generations about the sac-
rifices that our military and first-responders 
make so that we may continue to live by the 
values that founded this nation. 

May God bless our men and women serving 
today and in days past, may He comfort those 
who endure the pain of loss, and may He 
never cease to shed his grace on Texas and 
this great nation. 

CONGRATULATING GIRL SCOUT 
GOLD AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating several extraordinary young 
women from Missouri’s Third Congressional 
District, for their achievement in earning the 
prestigious Girl Scout Gold Award. 

The Girl Scout Gold Award is not an 
achievement easily obtained. It requires a sig-
nificant amount of time, initiative, commitment, 
and leadership. The lessons learned in each 
of the seven steps that must be completed to 
achieve the Gold Award can be used beyond 
the Girl Scouts and applied in their edu-
cational choices, career paths, and everyday 
lives. With each of their Gold Projects, the 
young women have identified issues in their 
communities important to them, created plans 
for solving these concerns, and tackled the 
problems head-on. Because of their deter-
mination and drive, they have helped make 
their community a better place. Each of these 
young ladies should be proud of their accom-
plishments and I am honored to recognize 
each of them on this momentous occasion. 

Congratulations to the following outstanding 
young women: Allison Bright, Emily Kurtz, 
Lindsay Picha, Kimberly Coulon, Maddi 
McGuire, Jillian Marie Rodgers, Madelynn 
Dickson, Anne Katherine Meister, Victoria 
Suerig, Nicolette Kolenc, Alyssa Miller, Madi-
son Stumpf, Josephine Schmaltz, Sarah 
Burke, Shannon Wyss, and Sarah Wyble for 
their hard work and dedication as they join a 
selective group of young women. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing these exceptional young women for a 
job well done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NOAH CONNER 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Noah Conner in honor of his pres-
entation of the Golden Apple Award. Out of 
150,000 high schoolers, this distinction is 
given to 26 students across the state of Illinois 
who not only exhibit an exceptional work ethic 
within the classroom, but in athletics as well. 

As a senior at Pinckneyville High School, 
Conner has shown his excellence in track and 
cross-country running while maintaining a per-
fect 4.0 Grade Point Average. This balance of 
academics and athletics is a difficult task, and 
I can’t think of a more fitting individual to be 
merited this tremendous award. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Noah Conner and commend him for his hard 
work in and out of the classroom. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 

KATHLEEN PIERCE-RYAN 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the life and legacy of my constituent 
Kathleen Pierce-Ryan, who as an active mem-
ber of her community, passionate about giving 
back through her gift of song. 

Kathleen Pierce-Ryan was born on April 7, 
1931, to Irish immigrants in the Bronx. Her tal-
ent for singing became evident early in life, 
and she developed her voice with her music 
teacher Sister Gabriel at St. Gabriel’s Parish 
School. Going on to win local singing competi-
tions and receive awards for her perform-
ances, Kathleen auditioned at the Metropolitan 
Opera where she was awarded a scholarship 
and even performed at a concert in Manhattan 
Town Hall. 

It was her brother who invited Kathleen to 
perform at the inaugural ceremony at Calver-
ton National Cemetery, and she volunteered 
there, singing the National Anthem and God 
Bless America every Memorial Day and Vet-
erans Day ceremony, for the next 39 years. 
Having had the honor of attending many of 
these services, I can attest that her songs 
touched the hearts of everyone who had the 
pleasure of listening and provided solace to 
those who grieved. 

It was during some of the hardest moments 
in the lives of these veteran families that 
Kathleen’s voice comforted them, her patriotic 
melodies evoking an everlasting sense of 
pride. There is no doubt her passing pains the 
hearts of each and every family she touched 
throughout her 39 years singing at Calverton. 
Her voice is now sorely missed across Calver-
ton National Cemetery and our entire commu-
nity. 

This Memorial Day, as we honor the service 
and sacrifice of the brave men and women 
who have fought for the freedoms and liberties 
that make this country the greatest in the 
world and the families that have stood by their 
side, let us also remember the so many Amer-
icans like Kathleen who have done their part 
to serve and inspire throughout our great na-
tion. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF BETTY 
LIGGINS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ms. Betty Liggins, a nurse and 
community civil rights activist, whose work 
tackling rampant crime and drugs in her neigh-
borhood helped create a safe environment for 
families to thrive and grow. 

Although she lost her final battle on May 8, 
2019, her legacy as a nurse working out of 
her mobile health clinic and helping those in 
need lives on. Ms. Liggins’ service was in-
spired by a chance meeting with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. at a civil rights march in Chi-
cago, where Dr. King encouraged her to go 
back to school, finish her education, and help 

others. Inspired by his words, she attended 
the University of Arizona where she received 
her degree and became a Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN) and vowed to use her talents to 
champion the causes of the voiceless. 

Ms. Liggins received many awards for her 
service to our community. She received the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. ‘‘Drum Major 
Award’’ and the National Jefferson Award in 
1993 which was awarded in our nation’s cap-
ital. Her activism and leadership helped lift our 
community beyond what we could ever imag-
ine, and she was recognized as one of the 25 
Most Influential African Americans in Southern 
Arizona. 

Ms. Liggins also took pride in her political 
activism and worked tirelessly to register vot-
ers and use the ballot box for change. An ac-
tive member of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
she continually advocated for criminal justice 
reform to give incarcerated young African 
Americans a chance at a better life. Bearing 
witness to the blatant racism and prejudice of 
her youth endowed her with the grit and deter-
mination to ensure that that mistakes and trau-
ma of the past were not inflicted on future 
generations. 

In that vein, she took on the education sys-
tem and advocated for better policies to im-
prove the graduation rates of African American 
students. Instead of being discouraged by a 
justice system that sometimes turned a critical 
eye to the poor, and a health system that put 
corporate interests over the health of her com-
munity, she remained motivated to create 
positive change. 

Betty Liggins didn’t hold back. Her life is an 
example of how ordinary citizens with ordinary 
means can always stand up against the evils 
of injustice and poverty and accomplish ex-
traordinary things. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I regret 
that I had a scheduling conflict which caused 
me to miss the following vote. I would have 
voted ‘‘No’’ on roll call vote 166. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE 2020 CENSUS 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the 2020 Census. 
Every decade, the Census shapes important 
local infrastructure and investment decisions 
like where to build new schools, establish 
workforce training sites, invest in road and 
public transportation projects, and fund health 
care and affordable housing. The Census also 
determines how many Members of Congress 
are allocated per state and informs decisions 
about Congressional district lines, ensuring fair 
representation. 

An accurate Census is vital to the well-being 
of Washington’s communities. That is why I 

oppose adding a citizenship question to the 
Census. By enabling informed decisions, ac-
curate Census data can create jobs, stimulate 
economic growth and increase employment 
opportunities for people in Washington’s Sec-
ond District. Adding an un-tested citizenship 
question will sow fear and lead people to not 
respond to the Census survey, negatively im-
pacting local communities. 

Madam Speaker, I continue to support a 
well-researched and just 2020 Census to fos-
ter innovation, growth and prosperity for 
Washington state communities. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, May 20, I was unavoidably detained due 
to inclement weather. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea on Roll Call No. 218, 
and Yea on Roll Call No. 219. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE BRADLEY 
UNIVERSITY SPEECH TEAM ON 
THEIR WIN AT THE AMERICAN 
FORENSICS ASSOCIATION’S NA-
TIONAL TOURNAMENT 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Bradley University Speech 
Team on their victories at the American 
Forensics Association and National Forensic 
Association national tournaments. Bradley Uni-
versity is the only team to win a national 
championship every decade since 1980 and is 
one of the most winning teams in the country. 

Bradley’s Speech Team is an extremely ac-
complished program and impressively have 
now added two more national titles to their 
long list of championships. The program has 
also claimed more than 150 individual national 
champions and has served as a special place 
on campus for students to come together, tell 
stories and improve their communication skills 
along the way. The speech community unites 
students across the country and provides 
them with a community to share their passions 
and discuss topics important to them. I under-
stand the amount of hard work and commit-
ment to have a team as special as this. They 
are an example of how a strong work ethic 
and dedication can lead to victory. I am proud 
there is such young talent in our community, 
and to see them represent Peoria throughout 
the state and country. I look forward to fol-
lowing them as they continue their work and 
build skills that will last a lifetime. 

It is because of dedicated leaders such as 
the Bradley University Speech Team that I am 
especially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Con-
gressional District. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to again formally congratulate the Bradley 
University Speech Team on their victories at 
the American Forensics Association and Na-
tional Forensic Association national tour-
naments. 
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NEW FETAL HEARTBEAT 

ABORTION LAWS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to express my strong opposition to the so- 
called ‘‘fetal heartbeat’’ laws recently enacted 
in Georgia, Alabama, Missouri, Texas, and 
other states. 

GEORGIA 
House Bill 481 outlaws abortion after six 

weeks of pregnancy, when a doctor can usu-
ally detect a fetus’ heartbeat. Gov. Brian 
Kemp signed it into law May 7, and it is set 
to go into effect Jan. 1—unless it is blocked 
by the courts. 

MISSOURI 
The Missouri House passed H.B. 126 in a 

110-to-44 vote after hours of heated debate, 
including impassioned speeches by both 
Democratic and Republican legislators and 
angry shouts of ‘‘when you lie, people die’’ 
from those who opposed the bill. Those pro-
testers were eventually removed by the po-
lice. 

The measure, known as the Missouri 
Stands for the Unborn Act, now moves to the 
desk of Gov. Mike Parson, a Republican, who 
is expected to sign it. The bill, which bans 
abortions at around eight weeks of preg-
nancy, often before a woman even knows she 
is pregnant, included no exceptions for rape 
or incest. 

ALABAMA 
Gov. Kay Ivey of Alabama on Wednesday 

signed into law a bill banning almost all 
abortions in the state, with no exceptions for 
cases of rape or incest. Under the law, which 
is scheduled to take effect in six months, an 
abortion is only legal if the pregnant per-
son’s life is at risk. A doctor who performs 
an abortion for any other reason could face 
up to 99 years in prison. 

TEXAS 
The Texas Senate approved a bill Thursday 

that would impose criminal penalties on doc-
tors who fail to treat babies born alive after 
failed abortion attempts—extremely rare 
cases—a month after the House approved the 
same measure. If the House concurs with the 
Senate’s minor changes to House Bill 16, it 
will then head to the governor’s desk. 

The Senate approved the bill in a 21–10 
vote, with Democratic state senators Eddie 
Lucio of Brownsville and Judith Zaffirini of 
Laredo bucking their party to support the 
measure. The measure, authored by state 
Rep. Jeff Leach, R–Plano, gives teeth to ex-
isting federal and state laws that grant legal 
protections to children born after abortion 
attempts. Doctors who ‘‘fail to provide the 
appropriate medical treatnent’’—like imme-
diately transferring the infant to a hos-
pital—could be charged with a third-degree 
felony, and they would have to pay a fine of 
at least $100,000. 

MISSISSIPPI 
Republican Gov. Phil Bryant signed the 

bill into law in March which says physicians 
who perform abortions after a fetal heart-
beat is found (typically at around 6 weeks) 
could have their medical licenses revoked. 
The state allows abortions after a fetal 
heartbeat is found if a pregnancy endangers 
a woman’s life or one of her major bodily 
functions but does not have exceptions for 
cases of rape or incest. 

OHIO 
Gov. Mike DeWine signed one of the na-

tion’s most restrictive abortion bans into 

law Thursday afternoon and opponents have 
already pledged to take him to court. The 
American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio has 
already promised to sue over the legislation, 
which would ban abortions after a fetal 
heartbeat is detected and prosecute doctors 
who perform them anyway. A fetal heartbeat 
can be detected as early as six weeks into a 
woman’s pregnancy, which can be before a 
woman finds out she’s pregnant. The ‘‘heart-
beat bill’’ passed the GOP-controlled Legis-
lature on Wednesday amid protests from ad-
vocates of abortion access. DeWine signed 
the bill, making Ohio the sixth state to 
enact the ban. Under the bill, doctors would 
face a fifth-degree felony punishable by up to 
a year in prison for performing an abortion 
after detecting a heartbeat. The bill has an 
exception to save the life of the woman but 
no exception for rape or incest—in line with 
current state law. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam Speak-
er, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on Roll Call 
No. 217—Passage of H.R. 5. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W. GREGORY STEUBE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. STEUBE. Madam Speaker, I unfortu-
nately missed the last vote on H.R. 5 final 
passage due to personal reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on Roll Call 
No. 217. 

f 

APPLE VALLEY SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS THOMAS 
HOEGERMAN RETIRES 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Superintendent 
Thomas E. Hoegerman, who will retire from 
Apple Valley Unified School District on May 
22, 2019. 

Thomas E. Hoegerman was born Sep-
tember 15, 1959 in Lodi, CA. He attended 
California State University Sacramento where 
he earned a B.A. in liberal studies, which he 
later followed with a teaching credential from 
the University of the Pacific and a master’s 
degree from Chapman University. He joined 
the Apple Valley Unified School District in 
1989, where he taught at Yucca Loma Ele-
mentary School and later at Vista Campana 
Middle School. In 1996, Tom joined the Dis-
trict Office, where he has worked to improve 
education outcomes across the district. 

During his time at the District Office, Tom 
oversaw the construction of both Granite Hills 
High School and Sitting Bull Academy. He 

also implemented class-size reduction, as-
sessment systems, and data analysis pro-
grams across the district. His leadership dur-
ing the restructuring that followed the Great 
Recession was instrumental in ensuring stu-
dent success while keeping the district finan-
cially stable. Tom has also served in several 
educational organizations, including the San 
Bernardino County District Advocates for Bet-
ter Students, California Association of Health 
and Education Linked Professions, and San 
Bernardino Gangs and Drugs Task Force Ex-
ecutive Committee. 

Superintendent Thomas Hoegerman has 
been an incredible asset to the education 
community in Apple Valley, and he will be 
sorely missed in retirement. I wish him and his 
wife Lisa a happy retirement and a happy 30th 
anniversary this July. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
House passage of the 19th Amendment, 
which guaranteed women the right to vote. 
The Senate followed the House two weeks 
later with passage on June 4, 1919, and the 
amendment was ratified by the states the fol-
lowing year. This historic centennial offers an 
unparalleled opportunity to commemorate this 
victorious milestone of the women’s suffrage 
movement. 

In 1848, a group of women organized a na-
tional women’s rights convention in Seneca 
Falls, New York. Following the convention, the 
right to vote came to the front and center of 
the women’s rights movement. Many women 
like Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, 
along with Susan B. Anthony and other activ-
ists, raised public awareness and lobbied state 
and federal governments to grant voting rights 
to women. 

Almost 70 years later, in her first term, 
Jeannette Rankin, the first woman elected to 
Congress, introduced a Constitutional Amend-
ment to grant women’s suffrage. Several years 
later, women’s rights groups finally emerged 
victorious with the passage of the 19th 
Amendment. 

Madam Speaker, our democracy is stronger 
because of the 19th Amendment, and I am 
proud to honor women like Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony and 
other women, who accomplished so much. 
The efforts of these great American women af-
ford generations to come with the opportunity 
to vote freely, whether it is in a neighbor’s ga-
rage in Escondido, or from a far battlefield de-
fending our freedom. 

f 

HONORING SANDY D’ALEMBERTE 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
am saddened to hear of the passing of a truly 
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great Floridian, Sandy D’Alemberte. As it does 
for so many, his passing pains me both per-
sonally and for our state and country. Sandy 
was a voice for reason, the rule of law, de-
cency and kindness—a ‘‘necessary man’’ for 
all his time and certainly for these times. It is 
enough to remember him as a brilliant legis-
lator, president of the American Bar Associa-
tion (ABA), Florida State University (FSU) 
president and Florida Constitutional scholar. 
And, much loved dean while I was at FSU 
College of Law. However, Sandy was indis-
pensable in so many instances in Florida’s 
history—both the big moments and some mo-
ments that most of his fellow Floridians might 
never know about but which were just as 
grand. One of the latter was his embrace of 
Jose Manuel Godinez-Samperio and his fight 
to be admitted to the Florida Bar. Jose grad-
uated valedictorian of his class at Armwood 
High School in Hillsborough County, Fla. and 
went on to attend FSU College of Law. Jose 
made history when he graduated from FSU 
College of Law and passed the Florida Bar 
exam, but when he sought admittance to the 
Florida Bar as an undocumented immigrant, 
this great American Story almost came to an 
end. Sandy’s belief in the law, fair play and 
young people caused him to take on this injus-
tice. He brought together a team, including 
me, past presidents of the ABA, bipartisan 
members of the Florida Legislature and oth-
ers, to successfully confront this quiet indi-
vidual inequity just as he had taken on more 
large and public challenges for all of Florida. 
Like so many public officials, I can say that 
Sandy has helped make me a better rep-
resentative for my neighbors in Tampa and 
throughout Florida. I sought his counsel for 
Florida’s future as recently as last fall. The 
gracious efforts by Sandy on behalf of the 
small and the grand, and the foundation he 
has laid for the legal community, higher edu-
cation, his state and his country will hopefully 
be of some solace to Patsy and his family. 

f 

COMMENDING 2019 HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES ENLISTED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 119 greater Richmond 
area high school seniors enlisting in the 
United States Armed Services after gradua-
tion. These students have demonstrated an 
extraordinary commitment to academic excel-
lence and public service. I am honored to offer 
my sincerest congratulations on this achieve-
ment and offer my best wishes for the years 
to come. 

I commend the following graduates on their 
selflessness and bravery for choosing to serve 
their fellow Americans in the United States 
Armed Services: Caleb Alford, Jamaiya Allen, 
Nya Banks, Ryan Beggs, David Benfield Jr., 
Andreas Biggers, Rosemary Brett, Kylie 
Cargill, Cayne Chartrand, Alexsis Creighton, 
Tania Dawson, Jack Dewalt, Samantha 
Edwards, Jillian Engels, Keaton Fields, Joseph 
Franklin, Andrew Fulkerson, Jacob Gecsey, 
Maria Guevara, Tayauna Hargrove, Dylan 
Hicks, Kiara Holloway, Michael Humphrey, 

Precious King, Elijah Knipp, Rogelio Macuno 
III, Michael Mays, Teshawn McDaniel, 
Jaeshaunda McIver, Christopher Meadows, 
Maurice Miles, Tatianna Montero, Perrion 
Neal, Jacob Parker, Ethan Parsons, Tristan 
Philyaw, Robert Post, Eric Rice, Jonathan 
Simpson, Yahsean Singleton, Marlon Spence, 
Trey Staub, Alexandra Stone, Larry Sutton Jr., 
Joshua Thomas, Matthew Vanderwerff, Nich-
olas Waldruff, Latrell Warren, Naziah Watson, 
Lianna Williams, Andrew Wood, Mark Wood 
Jr., Damen Banberger, William Barker, William 
Bizzell, Austin Bowen, Robert Brandon, Ben-
jamin Brown, Emmanuel Cann, Alexus Cos-
tello, William Cunningham, Nicholas Curran, 
Robert Daniels, Probus Das, Kioana Edwards, 
Jackson Erley, Marcus Fuller-Collins, Sefan 
Garner, Patrick Goole, Ashley Gothreau, Ga-
briel Groseclosedurand, George Hall, Darius 
Harris, Arshina Hull, Ciera Johns, Connor 
Johnson, Francisco Johnson, Luis Kercy, 
Daiquan Lewis, Michael McCoy, Avery McKay, 
Shaqee Mills, Dylan Moore, David Price, Sam-
uel Price, Duncan Proffit, Forrest Rohde, 
Terrion Rollins, Derric Skinner, Nikolas Smith, 
Dante Staves, Trevor Sterrett, Timothy 
Thompson, Davion Tribbey, Seth Wassenberg, 
Austin Williams, Hunter Williams, Marcanthony 
Williams, Patrick Wilson, Jones Zion, Trevor 
Campbell, James Cappiello, Miguel Castillo- 
Padilla, Secoiya Davis, Michael Edwards, Abi-
gail Ford, Joseph Kamanda, Adam Lambert, 
Enrique Lopez, Sean McCracken, Lily Nichol-
son, Gabriel Reillyscheidt, Tylica Singleton, 
Ryan Snider, Roy Terrell, Adboul Bah, Zane 
Mangrum, Ethan Oliva, and John Smetek. 

These students will be honored at the 4th 
Annual Greater Richmond area Our Commu-
nity Salutes Ceremony on May 30th at Hermit-
age High School in Henrico, Virginia. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in thanking these young women and men 
for courageously deciding to serve their coun-
try. We are safer and stronger because of 
their choice to protect the values that make us 
uniquely American. 

f 

STANDING UP TO DIPG 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma or 
DIPG is a common form of pediatric brain can-
cer responsible for the majority of deaths in 
children with brain tumors annually. In honor 
of Olivia Mazzell, whose life was taken far too 
soon by DIPG, I am grateful to cosponsor 
House Resolution 114, which supports the 
designation of May 17th as ‘DIPG Awareness 
Day’ to raise awareness and encourage re-
search into cures for DIPG and pediatric can-
cers in general. 

I would also like to recognize her grand-
parents Angelo and Kathy Basile and parents 
Jonathan Mazzell and Heather Hiett of Lex-
ington, South Carolina, for their efforts to cre-
ate greater access to helpful medications. 
Working together we can have a meaningful 
conversation about strengthening medical re-
search to address the needs of children with 
cancer. 

We honor the life of Olivia Mazzell, com-
mend the tireless work of her family to raise 

awareness of DIPG, and gratefully encourage 
fellow Members of Congress to continue 
prioritizing medical research for childhood can-
cer. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE REBUILD 
AMERICA ACT OF 2019 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I introduced the Rebuild America Act of 2019. 
This legislation makes much-needed invest-
ments in America’s roads, bridges, and transit 
systems by raising the federal gasoline excise 
tax by five cents a year for the next five years, 
indexing it to inflation, and expressing Con-
gress’ intention to repeal and replace the gas 
tax with a more sustainable funding source. 

The United States faces the largest infra-
structure funding gap in the world. The sector 
with the greatest shortfall is surface transpor-
tation, which the American Society of Civil En-
gineers estimates needs more than $1.1 tril-
lion of investment by 2025. Worse, we are 
paying for 2019 infrastructure with 1993 dol-
lars. Inflation and fuel efficiency improvements 
have reduced the gas tax’s purchasing power 
by more than 40 percent since it was last 
raised in 1993. 

Today, one in five miles of highway pave-
ment is in poor condition, and damage due to 
rough roads costs the average motorist $599 
a year. Americans waste nearly 100 hours a 
year stuck in traffic and congestion, costing 
the U.S. economy $305 billion annually—an 
average of $1,445 per driver. These costs fall 
especially hard on low-income individuals, who 
can’t afford the unexpected burden of a blown 
tire, hourly wages lost to congestion, or the 
steadily increasing cost of transportation. 

Since 2010, 35 states with legislatures con-
trolled by both parties have voted to raise the 
gas tax. American families pay far more from 
continued neglect than a gas tax increase. In-
action will cost families $3,400 in annual dis-
posable income by 2025, whereas a 25-cent 
gas tax increase costs the average driver less 
than $3.00 a week and contributes nearly 
$400 billion toward upgrading roads, bridges, 
and transit systems. Investment in American 
infrastructure is the jobs bill that our economy 
needs and the middle class deserves. Every 
$1.3 billion in infrastructure investment adds 
29,000 construction jobs, yields $2 billion in 
economic growth, and reduces the federal def-
icit by $200 million. 

This legislation is expected to invest nearly 
$400 billion in the next decade for surface 
transportation projects and deserves inclusion 
in a comprehensive infrastructure package 
that rebuilds and renews America. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
ARNIE WISHNICK 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to celebrate the life of Mr. Arnie 
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Wishnick—a beloved husband, and Los Ange-
les community leader—who passed away on 
April 27, 2019 at the age of 76. 

Arnie was born on September 7, 1942 in 
Chicago, Illinois to Ruth and Ben Wishnick, 
who immigrated to the United States from Po-
land. His career began in high school as a re-
pairman for the Schick Razor Company. After 
college, he moved out west to join the emerg-
ing banking industry in Beverly Hills, eventu-
ally settling in Pacific Palisades. 

In 1993, Arnie assumed the role of execu-
tive director of Pacific Palisades Chamber of 
Commerce, a position he held for 25 years. 
During those years, his extraordinary love and 
commitment to the community was evident 
from his dedicated organization of annual 
events like the Palisades Teen Contest, the 
Classic Auto Show and the Holiday Ho Ho Ho. 

Arnie especially enjoyed coordinating celeb-
rity appearances each year for the Fourth of 
July Palisades Americanism Parade. He also 
convinced stars such as Billy Crystal, Martin 
Short, and Steve Guttenberg to be Honorary 
Mayors of Pacific Palisades. 

He was deeply involved in every aspect of 
the community. He was president of the Opti-
mist Club of Pacific Palisades and an active 
member of both the Village Green Committee 
and PRIDE, two organizations designed to im-
prove and enhance the aesthetics of Pacific 
Palisades. He was an honorary Rotarian and 
was recognized time and again for his service 
to the community, including with the Citizen of 
the Year, Sparkplug, and Pride of the Pali-
sades awards. 

Arnie loved the arts—he produced four 
musicals at Theatre Palisades and was a 
member of the Just Off Via Dance Troupe that 
performed at various community events. For a 
time, he even wrote movie reviews for the 
local newspaper. 

Arnie is survived by his wife, Jackie; step 
children, Wendy and Daniel; their child, Bella; 
and his sister, Audrey. Arnie was always smil-
ing, eager to chat and willing to help in any 
way he could. May Arnie’s memory be a 
blessing to us all. 

f 

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER JAMES 
R. CURRY RETIRES AFTER 30 
YEARS OF NAVAL SERVICE 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement Chief Warrant Officer 
James R. Curry, who will be retiring after 30 
years of active duty in the United States Navy. 

Chief Warrant Officer Curry joined the Navy 
on August 28, 1989 as an Airman Recruit and 
completed Basic Recruit Training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois. His first assignment for as 
Naval Air Station North Island, where he 
served as a Plane Captain for Helicopter Anti- 
Submarine Squadron Ten. Over the course of 
his career, Chief Warrant Officer Curry has 
served in support of numerous operations, in-
cluding North Korean Contingency Operations, 
Operation Desert Strike, Operation Southern 
Watch, Operation Enduring Freedom, and Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. Following multiple de-
ployments afloat with Helicopter Anti-Sub-
marine Squadron Four and Helicopter Anti- 

Submarine Squadron Six, Chief Warrant Offi-
cer Curry reported to NAVSUPPFAC at 
Paxtuent River, Maryland, where he served as 
Command Duty Officer. His most rewarding 
and satisfying tour, however, was with Heli-
copter Sea Combat Squadron 23, the 
‘‘Wildcards’’, where he served as Avionics Di-
vision Officer and Armament Division Officer. 

Chief Warrant Officer Curry has honorably 
served our nation for the last three decades, 
and it’s thanks to people like him that our 
country remains free and secure. I congratu-
late him on an exemplary career, and wish 
him a happy retirement with his wife Tracy 
and his five children. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to be present during roll call vote number 197, 
198, 199, 200, 201, and 202 on May 10, 2019. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: on 
roll call vote number 197, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’; on roll call vote number 198, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes’’; on roll call vote number 
199, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on roll call vote 
number 200, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on roll 
call vote number 201, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; and on roll call vote number 202, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

STROKE AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize May as Stroke Awareness Month. 

Stroke is the 5th leading cause of death and 
affects someone every 40 seconds in the U.S. 

As a stroke survivor, I know the difficult road 
to recovery. 

That’s why I’ve reintroduced the Return to 
Work Awareness Act to help survivors of 
stroke and other serious illnesses get back 
into the workforce. 

I invite my colleagues to join in cospon-
soring the Return to Work Awareness Act, as 
well as my resolution recognizing Stroke 
Awareness Month. 

But, we can do a lot more than just raise 
awareness, and I’m proud to say that House 
Democrats are delivering ‘‘For the People.’’ 

In the past few weeks, we passed a bill pro-
tecting health coverage for the 130 million 
Americans living with pre-existing conditions, 
including 6.5 million stroke survivors, and 
today we will debate legislation to strengthen 
the Affordable Care Act and lower drug costs. 

Madam Speaker, let’s continue delivering 
‘‘For the People’’ in May and every other 
month. 

THE SECOND STAGE OF AOG 
HISTORY (1901–45) 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to in-
clude in the RECORD part two of an article I 
submitted earlier this year by Keith J. Hamel 
honoring the 150th Anniversary of the West 
Point Association of Graduates: 

‘‘At the turn of the 20th century, the Asso-
ciation of Graduates of the United States 
Military Academy had been in existence for 
more than three decades. It began on May 22, 
1869, when 15 graduates, acting upon an idea 
from Robert Anderson, Class of 1825, met in 
the office of Dr. Horace Webster, Class of 
1818, and adopted articles and bylaws for the 
new organization. Article II of the Associa-
tion’s Constitution stated: ‘‘The object of 
this Association shall be to cherish the 
memories of the Military Academy at West 
Point, and to promote the social intercourse 
and fraternal fellowship of its graduates.’’ 
According to Charles P. Echols, Class of 1891, 
the early years of the Association were dedi-
cated to ‘‘little more than holding an annual 
meeting at West Point, collecting dues, and 
publishing an annual bulletin.’’ Echols was 
generalizing, of course—in its early years, 
the Association moved Sylvanus Thayer’s re-
mains to the West Point Cemetery and me-
morialized him with a statue, and it built a 
memorial hall at West Point with funds left 
by George Cullum in his will—but in the first 
stage of its existence, the Association was 
hardly recognizable as the organization it 
would later become. That began to change 
during the Association of Graduates’ second 
stage of evolution (1901–45), as changes to 
AOG’s mission, governance, and operations 
signaled its desire to become more like a 
‘‘modern’’ alumni association. 

One year into that second stage, the mem-
bership of the Association was celebrated by 
President Theodore Roosevelt, who attended 
West Point’s Centennial Exercises and said 
during his June 11, 1902 speech, ‘‘During [its 
first 100 years] no other educational institu-
tion in the land has contributed so many 
names as West Point has contributed to the 
honor roll of the nation’s greatest citizens 
. . . The average graduate of West Point dur-
ing these hundred years has given a greater 
sum of service to the country through his 
life than has the average graduate of any 
other institution in this broad land.’’ A year 
earlier, almost as if in anticipation of Roo-
sevelt’s remarks, the Association’s 1901 An-
nual Reunion included an ‘‘Index to Obitu-
aries (1870–1900),’’ which contained 953 names 
of the president’s ‘‘honor roll’’ and informa-
tion on how to find biographies detailing 
each’s ‘‘sum of service to the country.’’ Also, 
with 1902 being the Centennial of West Point, 
some 350 members of the Long Gray Line 
were present to personally hear Roosevelt’s 
tribute, more than triple the attendance of 
the previous highest annual meeting attend-
ance (109 in 1883). During the Centennial Ex-
ercises, they also witnessed Lieutenant Gen-
eral John M. Schofield, Class of 1853 (Re-
tired) and President of the Association, 
unveil a tablet commemorating the Acad-
emy’s first century of existence. ‘‘Let us all 
pledge ourselves to our country, that the 
best efforts of our lives shall be to make the 
record of the second century even more 
memorable than that of the first,’’ Schofield 
said in his brief remarks. 

Despite the excitement and vigor inspired 
by West Point’s Centennial Exercises, the 
Association of Graduates returned to a more 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:56 May 22, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A21MY8.017 E21MYPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
Y

8H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE642 May 21, 2019 
typical level of attendance in 1903, with only 
20 graduates attending the annual meeting. 
Lack of participation became one of two 
main concerns of the Association in the new 
century. During the 1905 annual meeting, 
Alexander Webb, Class of 1855, proposed a 
resolution to form a committee to study the 
attendance issue and to offer a solution. 
Webb’s classmate Charles Larned was ap-
pointed chairman. He reportedly addressed 
the matter at the 1906 meeting, but no 
records of his report exist. A few years later, 
however, Robert Howze, Class of 1888, who 
was a member of Larned’s ‘‘Committee on 
Entertainment,’’ suggested that interest 
could be added to the annual meeting if the 
Superintendent would designate one day dur-
ing the graduating week as ‘‘Graduates’ 
Day,’’ and that ‘‘some specially interesting 
features be added to this day’s exercises.’’ 
Howze’s idea was enthusiastically received 
and unanimously adopted, but it took 15 
years before it came to fruition under a new 
name. 

The second main concern of the Associa-
tion centered on a gift that graduates could 
present to the Academy. In 1907, John Car-
son, Class of 1855, suggested that the Asso-
ciation raise funds for an organ for the new 
Cadet Chapel, for which the Academy had 
just broken ground a year earlier. At the 
same annual meeting, a proposal was made 
to purchase bronze doors for Thayer Hall 
(then the name of the ballroom in Cullum 
Hall), but it was rejected given that plans 
were already underway to change the room, 
making such doors obsolete. The gift matter 
went to committee, and the following year 
its members recommended a memorial win-
dow for the new Cadet Chapel to be built 
over the altar. By 1909, one year before the 
Cadet Chapel was completed, the Association 
had raised $1,564 for the ‘‘Memorial Window 
Fund.’’ Eight glass companies submitted 
competitive designs for the project, and on 
October 17, 1909 a jury of committee and ad-
visory members settled on two designs, 
which went head-to-head in a second com-
petition in February 1910. The contract for 
the memorial window, at an amount of 
$8,000, was ultimately awarded to the Willett 
Stained Glass and Decorating Company of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Soon after, Ber-
tram Goodhue, the architect of the Cadet 
Chapel, wrote a letter to the Association 
stating, ‘‘I think there is no doubt but that 
you will have . . . the most wonderful win-
dow of modern times and one of the finest in 
the world.’’ At the conclusion of the 1911 an-
nual meeting, which was held in the new 
Cadet Chapel, Horace Porter, Class of 1860, 
presented the memorial window to the Acad-
emy on behalf of the living alumni, approxi-
mately 140 of whom were present to see 
Major General Thomas Barry, Class of 1877, 
the 27th Superintendent of USMA, accept the 
Association’s gift. 

In addition to noting the increased number 
of graduates attending the 42nd annual meet-
ing, the 1911 Annual Reunion was the first to 
highlight classes holding their own reunions 
at West Point, citing those of 1886, 1891, 1896, 
and 1901. Two years later, all five living 
members of the Class of 1863 returned to 
their Rockbound Highland Home to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of their graduation. Ac-
cording to the 1913 Annual Reunion, ‘‘Every-
thing possible was done to make it pleasant 
for the visiting graduates by the Super-
intendent, the Quartermaster and the offi-
cers detailed to meet the trains and have 
charge of rooms in Cullum and Cadet Bar-
racks.’’ In a letter submitted to the 1913 Ex-
ecutive Committee, Francis Hills, Class of 
1866, went even further, extending his per-
sonal appreciation to Colonel Clarence 
Townsley, Class of 1881, the 28th Super-
intendent of USMA, for making all graduates 

‘‘feel that they are warmly welcomed to 
their old home.’’ 

In the wake of these warm sentiments, 
Gustav Fiebeger, Class of 1879 and a member 
of the Executive Committee, announced a 
plan at the 1915 annual meeting for classes to 
purchase one panel each for the remaining 
windows of the new Cadet Chapel. According 
to George Pappas, Class of 1944, the next 
morning, representatives from the Class of 
1875 presented the Association with a check 
for $250, making it the first class to place a 
window in the Chapel. Within two years, 
more than 20 classes sponsored windows. 
‘‘The Stained Glass Window’’ project became 
the forerunner of Class Giving at the Asso-
ciation of Graduates, with each graduating 
class, 1802 through 1976, purchasing a panel 
and filling all the available space (windows 
in memory of earlier classes were sponsored 
by classes graduating 100 years later). The 
new Cadet Chapel inspired even more giving: 
Arthur Gerhard donated a baptismal font in 
memory of his father, William Gerhard, 
Class of 1869; and the Class of 1885 initiated 
an effort to purchase a full set of chimes on 
behalf of the Association. Furthermore, the 
enthusiasm for the Academy at this time 
could not be contained to just the annual 
meeting at West Point. In 1915, more than 100 
graduates dined together in Honolulu, Ha-
waii, sending ‘‘felicitations to those gathered 
at West Point’’; and, in 1916, graduates held 
large dinners in Boston, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Honolulu, and Manila to cele-
brate the anniversary of the Academy’s 
founding. 

Unfortunately, World War I put a halt on 
the momentum that had been building for 
the Association and Long Gray Line during 
this time. There was no annual meeting in 
1917, and the next major milestone of AOG 
history did not occur until 1922, despite the 
Association celebrating its 50th anniversary 
in 1919 (although it did present the chimes to 
the Cadet Chapel at its annual meeting that 
year). At the 1922 meeting, William Dykman, 
Class of 1875, who was elected President of 
the Association in 1920, introduced several 
amendments to AOG’s Constitution. First, 
he proposed ‘‘to amplify the statement of the 
object of the Association.’’ This amendment 
added the phrase ‘‘to promote its [the Mili-
tary Academy at West Point] welfare and 
that of its graduates’’ to Article II of the 
Constitution, which is the predecessor of the 
West Point Association of Graduate’s cur-
rent mission: ‘‘To serve West Point and the 
Long Gray Line.’’ Dykman also suggested re-
visions to AOG’s governance: recommending 
a Vice President, increasing the Executive 
Committee from 10 to 30 members (to be ap-
pointed by the President), and transferring 
the appointment of AOG Secretary and 
Treasurer from the presiding officer at the 
annual meeting to the President. Dykman’s 
amendments were universally adopted, put-
ting AOG on the path to developing the 
Board of Trustees governing model that 
would it later employ throughout the re-
mainder of the century. Dykman’s arguably 
finest contribution to the Association oc-
curred two years earlier, although it took 
some time to become manifest. In 1920, after 
he had been elected President, Dykman 
sought to influence members of graduating 
classes to join the Association and intro-
duced the idea of associate membership to 
AOG. In the 1921 Annual Report, Dykman re-
ported that all 17 members of the Class of 
1921 (the ‘‘Orioles’’) became members. The 
same was true for the Class of 1922, ‘‘nearly 
all as life members,’’ and more than 80 per-
cent of graduates from successive classes 
throughout the 1920s joined. According to 
Dykman’s obituary in the 1938 Annual Re-
port, ‘‘This infusion of younger members 
into the Association of Graduates, for which 

he was largely responsible, gave the Associa-
tion new life and new objectives.’’ 

One of those new objectives was ‘‘Alumni 
Day’’ (modeled on ‘‘Graduates’ Day,’’ pro-
posed 15 years earlier), which was first held 
on June 11, 1923 and included a wreath-laying 
ceremony at Thayer Statue, a tradition that 
continues to this day. From 1925 to 1928, 
Dykman served as AOG Vice President (the 
post he recommended three years prior) and 
then as Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
until 1935. In 1926, his idea for associate 
membership was finally approved, allowing 
those who completed initial summer train-
ing and stayed at the Academy long enough 
to take their first semester’s exams to join 
the AOG. This expansion of membership pro-
vided a temporary spike in the Association’s 
revenue (a nearly 45 percent increase in 
membership fees and annual dues), but a 1927 
report by the Finance Committee (of which 
Dykman was a senior member) showed the 
need to establish an income stream beyond 
dues to support the Association. As a result, 
provisions were made for the establishment 
of an Endowment Fund, the annual income 
from which would provide necessary oper-
ating funds for the Association in per-
petuity. 

Statements in the report such as, ‘‘If this 
Association is to fulfill its natural and prop-
er mission and give that measure of support 
and assistance to the Military Academy 
which other Colleges and Universities re-
ceive from their graduates, it must have an 
assured income,’’ seem to come straight 
from Dykman, who was a respected New 
York City lawyer and director of four power-
ful companies of the day. Returning to his 
obituary, ‘‘[His] great contribution to the 
Military Academy and to the Association of 
Graduates was giving to it a re-birth of in-
terest and imbuing its members with a feel-
ing of respect for the power of the Associa-
tion in doing many things for West Point 
which the Academy and the War Department 
authorities could not well do.’’ 

During its ‘‘re-birth,’’ the Association of 
Graduates gave life to new projects and grew 
in its duties. The ‘‘Forward’’ to the 1929 An-
nual Report called attention to some of 
these changes. It stated, ‘‘This issue . . . rep-
resents the beginning of an effort upon the 
part of your Officers and Trustees to present 
it in a somewhat improved and more attrac-
tive form . . . new matter has been intro-
duced, and long lists containing names and 
addresses of members have been omitted . . . 
the work of the work of the Association is an 
event of the first importance, and promises 
much towards the increased usefulness of the 
Association in the future.’’ The Association 
was moving toward what Alexander Piper, 
Class of 1889 and AOG President (1934–36), 
later called, ‘‘. . . more life and less 
morgue.’’ There was even discussion during 
this time to ‘‘kill’’ publication of graduates’ 
obituaries in the annual report, which com-
prised approximately 75 percent of each 
issue, but members ultimately felt this 
would violate the original mission of the As-
sociation: ‘‘. . . to cherish the memories of 
our Alma Mater,’’ particularly through its 
graduates. 

In 1930, the Association renewed the publi-
cation of the AOG Bulletin, a ‘‘mid-year 
pamphlet’’ designed to keep members ‘‘in-
formed of current matters of interest during 
the long interval between the publication of 
[AOG’s] annual reports.’’ There were four 
Bulletins issued between December 1900 and 
April 1905, but then publication mysteriously 
ceased. One plausible reason is that the ear-
lier Bulletin was published by ‘‘U.S.M.A. 
Press, West Point, N.Y.’’ AOG balance sheets 
of this period only show expenses for pub-
lishing the annual report, which used 
Seemann & Peters, Printers and Binders of 
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Saginaw, Michigan. AOG was able to revive 
the Bulletin thanks to the support it re-
ceived from the June 1929 establishment of 
an Association office at the Academy, 
manned by an active duty officer who served 
‘‘in the capacity of Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Association of Graduates and as the 
Officer in Charge of Cullum’s Register.’’ AOG 
published four Bulletins between 1930 and 
1934. As before, the reason why publication 
stopped remains a mystery, although its de-
sign seemed to influence the annual report, 
which started publishing reunion summaries 
in 1935. 

The Bulletin reappeared one more time in 
1941, brought back to inform ‘‘Association 
members of matters of current West Point 
interest, particularly since the Military 
Academy curriculum, always in step with 
the times, so well meets the demands of the 
present national emergency.’’ The format of 
this last issue had radically changed from its 
predecessors. Instead of long treatises re-
garding ‘‘The Indebtedness of the United 
States to the Military Academy’’ or ‘‘Arthur 
Sherburne Hardy’s Opinion of the West Point 
Educational System,’’ Bulletin No. 9 was 
written in news sheet style and contained 
brief reports about current happenings at the 
Academy (e.g., ‘‘First Class Attends Maneu-
vers,’’ ‘‘Branch Instruction,’’ ‘‘Skeet Club,’’ 
reports from academic departments, etc.). A 
year later in 1942, AOG’s Bulletin and the an-
nual report, which had existed for 72 years, 
merged to form the first issue of Assembly 
magazine, the periodical publication that 
would inform graduates for the next 70 years. 

Innovations to keep AOG relevant to grad-
uates were not only confined to its commu-
nication efforts. The final part of the Asso-
ciation’s re-birth involved changes to its 
governance, which were done to make the or-
ganization more transparent and account-
able to its membership. After accepting 
Dykman’s proposed changes in the early 
1920s, AOG elected a President and Vice- 
President at each annual meeting. The Presi-
dent then appointed an Executive Com-
mittee of 30 members, as well as an addi-
tional member to serve as Chairman. The 
Executive Committee made all preparations 
for the annual meeting, including nomi-
nating candidates for the President and Vice 
President positions, and audited the ac-
counts of the Treasurer. Starting in 1929, the 
number of Vice Presidents of AOG was in-
creased to five and the Executive Committee 
became known as the Board of Trustees. Fur-
thermore, the Trustees appointed for that 
year were equally divided into three classes: 
one appointed for one year, one appointed for 
two years, and one appointed for three years. 
In each successive year, another group of 10 
grads were appointed to the Board of Trust-
ees to serve for a term of three years. 

Then, in 1935, Piper, President at that 
time, proposed the formation of another 
body labeled the ‘‘Executive Committee.’’ 
This committee, which consisted of the 
President and four Trustees (chosen by bal-
lot of the Board), would ‘‘possess and exer-
cise by a majority of its members all the 
powers and duties of the Board of Trustees,’’ 
when it was not in session. Unfortunately, a 
year later, learned that the election of this 
Executive Committee was illegitimate, as it 
was voted on by proxy, which was a practice 
prohibited by New York State according to 
the Association’s certificate of incorpora-
tion. In correcting this oversight, the Board 
agreed to sweeping changes in AOG’s Con-
stitution and governance. First, Article III, 
paragraph 2, was amended so that Associa-
tion members now directly elected Board of 
Trustee members instead of the President 
appointing them. Then, paragraph 5 of that 
Article eliminated the Chairman of the 
Board position, stating, ‘‘He is not necessary 

and seldom has any knowledge of the oper-
ating affairs of the Association.’’ Finally, 
the By-Laws were amended to eliminate ex-
cess Trustees (i.e., the President, the five 
Vice Presidents, and the USMA Super-
intendent) and prescribe the duties of the 
Board, Treasurer, and Secretary. This gov-
ernance model continued, with some minor 
tweaks (e.g., increase the size of the Board in 
1956 and adding an Executive Vice President 
in 1972), for the next six decades. 

After addressing its governance issues, 
AOG turned its attention to the recurring 
question of how to fund its operations. While 
the Endowment Fund started out strong— 
Bulletin No. 5 (1930) reported cash and pledge 
contributions amounting to nearly $55,500 of 
its $100,000 goal—the Great Depression obvi-
ously took its toll. By the mid–1930s, the As-
sociation was still approximately $25,000 
short of the goal, and the fund’s $2,700 yearly 
interest was not enough to cover AOG’s an-
nual expenses ($5,600–$6,000). Although rough-
ly 70 graduates a year were being dropped 
from the Association’s member roll during 
the height of the Depression for non-pay-
ment of annual dues, the Army Athletic As-
sociation, which also accepted support from 
graduates, was able to remain on solid finan-
cial footing. Piper was dismayed by this situ-
ation, and other AOG leaders called on 
younger graduates for support (contributions 
generally came from classes prior to 1930). It 
took a few more years, but in 1941, Frank 
McCoy, Class of 1897 and AOG President, re-
ported, ‘‘Our funds have now reached sound, 
healthy proportions,’’ with income exceeding 
expenditures the preceding year by nearly 
$8,000. 

The Association of Graduates entered the 
World War II era beginning to look like the 
organization with which many are familiar 
today. It had started to financially support 
the Academy, first with the windows in the 
Cadet Chapel and then in 1939 with furniture 
for Quarters 100 (the ‘‘Superintendent’s 
Quarters Fund’’); it had an effective govern-
ance model in which all operational deci-
sions were made by the President and the 
Executive Committee, who were accountable 
to the membership, and then carried out by 
a small staff; and it had replaced the 350- 
plus-page annual report with the more en-
gaging, less than 50-page ASSEMBLY maga-
zine, published quarterly. The state of the 
Association was strong enough that in 1942 
the Board debated the idea of lowering or 
eliminating dues. The proposal failed, but it 
signaled AOG leadership’s desire to remove 
the burden of operating support coming pri-
marily from membership dues. 

Looking to find a new income stream, the 
West Point Alumni Foundation was estab-
lished on December 26, 1945 to solicit adver-
tising for ASSEMBLY and an annual (in-
stead of decennial) Register of Graduates. 
The foundation’s incorporation marks the 
transition from AOG’s second stage of his-
tory to its third phase of ‘‘Foundation and 
Fundraising’’ (1946–94), where the Associa-
tion’s fundraising efforts for the Academy 
increased in importance, and its growth cul-
minated with the opening of its new home, 
the Herbert Alumni Center. This phase in 
AOG history will be covered in the summer 
issue of West Point magazine.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, unfor-
tunately, I was unavoidably detained from the 

floor on Monday, May 20, 2019. I missed roll 
call vote No. 219. 

Had I been present to vote on roll call No. 
219, I would have voted ‘YEA’. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PASSING OF 
THE 19TH AMENDMENT 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to celebrate 100 years since the 
U.S. House of Representatives passed the 
19th Amendment, taking a monumental step 
toward giving women the right to vote. 

Women have always played an instrumental 
role in shaping this country, yet lacked one of 
the most fundamental rights. It wasn’t until 
1919 that our nation righted this wrong and 
millions of women earned the right to vote, 
thereby gaining full citizenship. 

A women’s suffrage amendment was first in-
troduced in Congress in 1878. It wasn’t until 
41 years later that both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the Senate finally voted 
to approve the 19th Amendment. The effort 
then went on to the states, requiring the ap-
proval of three-quarters of state legislatures. 

I am proud to say that the great state of 
Wisconsin led the way. Wisconsin made his-
tory by becoming the first state to ratify the 
19th amendment, granting national suffrage to 
women. This early and important vote paved 
the way for other states to follow suit. 

Today is a day to celebrate the achieve-
ments of the women who made great sac-
rifices for suffrage. I especially want to thank 
Speaker PELOSI, and Rebecca Kleefisch who 
served as Executive Director of the Centennial 
Commission, and all of the other members of 
Commission for their tireless efforts to make 
this day possible. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, an unavoid-
able travel delay caused me to miss votes on 
Monday, May 20th. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 218; and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 219. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS: 
HONORING JUDGE DAMON J. 
KEITH, DISCUSSING ROLLBACK 
OF SAFETY NET PROGRAMS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Mr. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise dur-
ing this Special Order to pay tribute to the 
Honorable Judge Damon J. Keith, a pivotal 
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civil rights leader and legal trailblazer that our 
country lost on April 28, 2019 at the age of 96. 

When Judge Damon J. Keith was nomi-
nated by President Lyndon B. Johnson in 
1967 to serve as Judge of the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Michi-
gan, it was at a time when there were very 
few African American federal judges. 

Judge Damon J. Keith said, ‘‘I never had a 
black teacher. . . . There wasn’t a black po-
lice officer above the rank of sergeant. There 
were no black judges. There were not black 
elected officials.’’ 

Judge Damon J. Keith’s appointment to the 
U.S. District Court was the same year that 
Thurgood Marshall was nominated and con-
firmed to the Supreme Court Bench as an as-
sociate justice. 

When Judge Damon J. Keith was later nom-
inated by President Jimmy Carter to serve on 
the federal court of appeals, he was the sixth 
African American appointed to serve on a U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The sixth. 
Judge Keith made a series of landmark de-

cisions that changed the social and legal land-
scape of this country throughout his 52 years 
of service on the bench, including: 

Davis v. School District of City of Pontiac, 
309 F. Supp. 734 (E.D. Mich. 1970), which or-
dered citywide buses to integrate and helped 
integrate Pontiac public schools. 

Judge Keith stood up to the KKK with this 
ruling and it became the first case to extend 
federal court-ordered integration to the North. 

Then, Judge Keith ruled that President 
Nixon and U.S. Attorney General John Mitchell 
did not have the right to wiretap in domestic 
security cases without a court order in United 
States v. United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of Michigan, 407 U.S. 297 
(1972). 

That same year Judge Keith ruled in Garrett 
v. City of Hamtramck, 335 F. Supp. 16 (E.D. 
Mich. 1971), that Hamtramck practiced so- 
called ‘‘Negro removal’’ under the guise of 
urban renewal and ordered the city to build 
new public housing. 

In Stamps v. Detroit Edison Co., 365 F. 
Supp. 87 (E.D. 1973), Judge Keith ordered 
Detroit Edison to pay 4 million to black em-
ployees and start an affirmative action pro-
gram in a historic job-discrimination case. 

Furthering integration of public spaces and 
jobs, in Baker v. City of Detroit, 483 F. Supp. 
919 (E.D. 1979), Judge Keith ordered the De-
troit Police Department to carry out Detroit 
Mayor, Coleman Young’s plan to integrate. 

And in Detroit Free Press v. Ashcroft, 195 
F. Supp. 2d 937 (E.D. 2002), he upheld a 
lower court’s decision prohibiting the Justice 
Department from barring the public and press 
from deportation hearings involving people 
suspected of supporting terrorism. 

Judge Keith did his job amid death threats 
and the obstacles of racial bigotry. 

Judge Keith’s dedication to civil rights and 
civil liberties came from a life dealing with ra-
cial inequality as a solider and a young man. 

Judge Damon J. Keith was born July 4, 
1922. 

Judge Keith was the grandson of slaves and 
the son of a Ford factory worker who made 5 
dollars a day. 

Judge Keith was youngest of seven children 
and he was the first member of his family to 
earn a college degree. 

Once Judge Keith graduated from college 
during World War II in 1943, he enlisted in a 
segregated U.S. Army. 

Judge Keith recalled the three years he 
spent in the Quartermaster Corps during 
World War II in Europe as ‘‘absolutely degrad-
ing,’’ partly because the ‘‘all-colored’’ unit did 
not have a single black officer. 

After Judge Keith was discharged in 1946 
as a sergeant, he returned home to experi-
ence White German soldiers riding in the front 
seats of buses and dining in restaurants 
where he was not welcome. 

Judge Keith’s experience seeing African 
American soldiers being treated with less re-
spect than White German prisoners of war, 
made him vow to fight for civil rights here at 
home. 

So, Judge Keith attended and graduated 
from Howard University Law School with his 
JD in 1949. 

While in law school, Judge Keith helped re-
search civil rights cases, participated in mock 
trials and watched rising legal stars, like 
Thurgood Marshall, the NAACP’s chief legal 
counsel, practice his legal arguments and 
argue cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

After Judge Keith graduated law school in 
1949, he went on to not only pass the bar but 
found one of the first Black law firms in Detroit 
city. 

Judge Keith was a man dedicated to 
change and as he climbed the legal ranks, 
Judge Keith brought women and minorities up 
with him, not just African-Americans but also 
Hispanics and Asians. 

Judge Keith hired more minorities law clerks 
than any other federal judge and encouraged 
those he helped to do the same for other 
young minorities. 

But, not only should Judge Keith be re-
warded for what he has done as judge, but for 
what he has done as a man. 

Judge Keith became the surrogate father 
and guardian for Willie Horton, guiding the 
young athlete from a troubled neighborhood 
into manhood and to stardom with the Detroit 
Tigers. 

It was also Judge Keith who came to Rosa 
Parks’s rescue in 1994 when the Civil Rights 
icon had been attacked by a burglar in her 
Detroit home. 

Judge Keith helped her find a safe place to 
live in the aftermath. 

Judge Keith’s eldest daughter, Cecile Keith, 
said Saturdays was spent with their father, 
who would take them to dance classes, music 
lessons, and choir rehearsals, and afterward 
they would go out for hamburger and French 
fries. 

Judge Keith took his children to the movies, 
Tiger games, played ball in their backyard, 
and he taught them how to ride bikes. 

Judge Keith was more than a civil rights ac-
tivist and he was more than a trailblazer. 

Judge Keith was also a father and husband. 
Judge Keith was a man dedicated to his 

wife, family, and to his community. 
Judge Keith has always been a beacon of 

justice and we are a better country because of 
his work and are forever in his debt. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I regret 
that I was unavoidably detained with district 

matters and missed the following votes. I 
would have voted ‘‘Yes’’ on roll call vote 218, 
and ‘‘Yes’’ on roll call vote 219. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL 
ALLEN ON HIS NEW POSITION AS 
NATIONAL CHAIR OF THE 
HEALTHCARE FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT ASSOCIATION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Michael Allen for his promotion 
to National Chair of the Healthcare Financial 
Management Association (HFMA). Mr. Allen 
will rise from the position of Chief Financial 
Officer at OSF Health Care in Peoria, Illinois. 

Mr. Allen began his career after earning an 
accounting degree from Illinois State Univer-
sity and a master’s degree in healthcare ad-
ministration from the University of Minnesota. 
Mr. Allen then went on to gain more than 25 
years of experience in business and the 
healthcare industry—making him well qualified 
to take on this new role with the nation’s larg-
est membership organization for healthcare fi-
nancial management executives and leaders. 
Leadership experience is something Mr. Allen 
gained in his 19 years as Chief Financial Offi-
cer for health systems and eight years in pub-
lic accounting. Mr. Allen is no stranger to 
HFMA—he has been a member since 1993, 
and has chaired the Board of Examiners and 
served on the National Advisory Council. Mr. 
Allen will bring a new set of eyes to HFMA, 
having selected ‘‘Dare You to Move’’ as this 
year’s theme to encourage members to get 
out of their comfort zone. I want to thank Mr. 
Allen for his work in healthcare and for his 
service to the Peoria community. 

It is because of dedicated leaders like Mi-
chael Allen that I am especially proud to serve 
Illinois’ 17th Congressional District. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to again formally con-
gratulate Michael Allen on his promotion to 
National Chair of the Healthcare Financial 
Management Association. 

f 

DOCTOR DAMORDARA 
RAJASEKHAR RETIRES AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE SAN 
BERNARDINO COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retiretnent of the President of 
the San Bernardino County Medical Society, 
Dr. Damordara Rajasekhar, who will be com-
pleting his term on June 20, 2019. 

Dr. Rajasekhar earned his medical degree 
in 1976 from Madras Medical College in India. 
Afterwards, he went on to serve his pediatric 
internship and residency at the University of 
Connecticut John Dempsey Hospital, and 
cmnpleted a fellowship in neonatal perinatal 
medicine at the University of Massachusetts 
Memorial Health Care. Dr. Rajasekhar began 
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his term as President on June 20, 2018, serv-
ing the 2,800 member physicians with distin-
guished leadership over the past year. Dr. 
Rajasekhar also served as the chief of med-
ical staff at Victor Valley Community Hospital 
and has a solo practice in Apple Valley. He 
believes that the physician-patient relationship 
is a key factor in providing quality health care, 
and he has always worked to promote the bet-
terment of the medical profession. 

Dr. Rajasekhar’s leadership and 
cmnmitlnent are greatly appreciated by his col-
leagues and the public he served. On behalf 
of the United States House of Representa-
tives, I would like to thank Dr. Damordara 
Rajasekhar for his years of public service and 
wish him the happiest of retirements. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FRAME FACTORY 
OWNER SALVADOR MOYA 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Salvador Moya, owner of 
the Frame Factory in South Bend, Indiana. 

For years, Salvador has been a pillar of the 
northern Indiana arts community. He has an 
unparalleled passion for creative expression 
and for helping Hoosier artists discover, cele-
brate, and share their talent with the world. 

I am grateful for the steadfast support Sal-
vador offers young artists across our state. He 
has contributed so much to our community, 
and his continued leadership and philanthropy 
are true testaments to his compassion. He can 
always be found helping others and lifting spir-
its. Throughout his distinguished career, he 
has made a difference in the lives of countless 
aspiring artists by giving them opportunities to 
succeed that they would not otherwise have 
had. 

Since 2003, Salvador’s business, the Frame 
Factory, has delivered high-quality products 
and services to its customers. Small busi-
nesses like this are the backbone of our econ-
omy, and entrepreneurs like Salvador exem-
plify the American Dream. Driven by his en-
thusiasm for cultural enrichment and sense of 
comniunity, Salvador’s selflessness and hard 
work do not go unnoticed. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Salvador for his invaluable service to the 
northern Indiana community and to the State 
of Indiana. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call 
No. 218 and ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 219. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM BURCHETT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, on 
March 5th, I missed all called votes because 
my flight from Knoxville, Tennessee, to Wash-
ington, D.C., was cancelled and I was unable 
to arrive until after conclusion of the day’s 
votes. 

On Friday, May 17, I was being treated in 
the Emergency Department at George Wash-
ington University Hospital and was unable to 
vote on H.R. 5. Had I been able to vote, I 
would have voted against the bill. 

f 

HONORING E. RICHARD JONES AND 
THE E. RICHARD JONES FAMILY 
FOUNDATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mr. Rick Jones 
and the E. Richard Jones Family Foundation 
for their contribution to our Napa Valley com-
munity, and Community Health Initiative. 

Mr. Jones received a Bachelor of Arts from 
Princeton University and a Master in Business 
Administration from the Stanford Graduate 
School of Business. For as long as he has re-
sided in the Napa Valley, Mr. Jones has been 
deeply involved in and committed to our com-
munity. Mr. Jones has worked to better the 
health and well-being of Napa residents 
through his foundation, The E. Richard Jones 
Family Foundation. The Foundation has been 
critical to the success of Community Health 
Initiative. The Foundation provided seed fund-
ing to Community Health Initiative to become 
the first non-profit health insurance broker in 
California that is motivated by the need to as-
sist vulnerable populations and provide access 
to health care services in the public and pri-
vate markets. Additionally, The E. Richard 
Jones Family Foundation was instrumental in 
registering over 18,000 people for health in-
surance and providing them with access to 
care. 

Mr. Jones is active in our community in ad-
dition to his work with his foundation. He is a 
current Board Member and former Board 
President of the Napa Valley Vintners Asso-
ciation, the Board Chair of OLE Health and 
Raising a Reader, and a Board Member of 
NapaLearns, St. Helena Hospital, and the St. 
Helena Hospital Foundation. Through his work 
on these boards and through Community 
Health Initiative, Mr. Jones is admirably work-
ing to improve the health of the residents of 
Napa County. 

Madam Speaker, Rick Jones is a friend of 
mine, a kind and generous person and his or-
ganization, the E. Richard Jones Family Foun-
dation, is essential to the continual improve-
ment of our community. It is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor them both here 
today. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I had an 
unavoidable family commitment and so I 
missed Roll Call vote number 218 regarding 
the ‘‘Intercountry Adoption Information Act 
(H.R. 1952).’’ Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

I also missed Roll Call vote number 219 re-
garding the ‘‘Denouncing female genital muti-
lation/cutting as a violation of the human rights 
of women and girls and urging the inter-
national community and the Federal Govern-
ment to increase efforts to eliminate the harm-
ful practice (H. Res. 106)’’. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

f 

DENOUNCING FEMALE GENITAL 
MUTILATION/CUTTING AS VIO-
LATING HUMAN RIGHTS OF 
WOMEN AND GIRLS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 106 denouncing 
female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) and 
urging the international community and the 
Federal Government to increase efforts to 
eliminate this harmful practice. 

Female genital mutilation is a clear human 
rights violation and must be ended imme-
diately. 

In many parts of the world, female genital 
mutilation is still performed by a religious lead-
er, town elder, or a medical professional with 
limited training using crude instruments which 
can include broken glass, kitchen knives, and 
razor blades, however, antiseptics and anes-
thesia are rarely used. 

Leaving these young women, many of which 
are between the ages of 4 and 13, susceptible 
to elevated risk of HIV transmission, hem-
orrhaging, chronic pelvic inflammation, septi-
cemia, and delayed menarche. 

In about 15 percent of cases, infibulation, 
the most severe form of FGM/C, involves the 
removal of the labia and the suturing together 
of the vulva. 

This practice may place the victim’s life at 
risk and victims of infibulation must be cut 
open to have intercourse and may be repeat-
edly opened and closed at the husband’s will 
to ensure fidelity. 

The practice of FGM/C abroad has per-
sisted due to strong sociocultural influences 
which ensure that it is secretly done and 
underreported. 

And despite many international efforts, anti- 
FGM/C legislation has not ended the practice 
in many countries. 

FGM/C is still embraced by practitioners of 
all the major faiths—Christianity, Islam and 
traditional worship on the contents of Africa, 
the Middle East, and Asia. 

In the past, the U.S., largely through the 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID), and the World Health Organization 
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have made several recommendations des-
ignated to end the practice of FGM/C. 

However, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, an estimated 
513,000 women and girls in the United States 
were at risk of, or had been subjected to, fe-
male genital mutilation, the United States must 
be a beacon against this type of immoral prac-
tice. 

That is why I, along with former Representa-
tive Joe Crowley, introduced the Zero Toler-
ance for Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Act, 
supported by international human rights group 
Equality Now, that required the federal govern-
ment to undertake a national study to provide 
data on and insight into the prevalence of 
FGM/C in the U.S. and establish a multi-agen-
cy strategy to bring the practice to an end. 

Following the introduction of the Zero Toler-
ance for Female Genital Mutilation Act, I 
partnered with 58 other members of Congress 
to pen a bipartisan letter to the State, Health 
& Human Services, and Education agencies, 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, the White House Office of Management 
and Budget, calling for a cross-agency plan to 
further fight FGM/C. 

This letter included requests for resources 
to help law enforcement, health workers, and 
educators detect the practice here the United 
States, plus a hotline for girls who may be in 
danger of mutilation. 

Given the abhorrent nature of this practice, 
states should have in place laws that require 
healthcare professionals, school employees, 
and other professionals who work with chil-
dren to report any suspected practice of fe-
male genital mutilation to the appropriate law 
enforcement entity. 

FGM/C is currently a crime in 26 States, in-
cluding Michigan and Texas; it is also a Fed-
eral crime. 

Around the world, at least five girls are muti-
lated, cut, every hour, and an estimated 100 
million girls and 140 million women worldwide 
are living with the consequences of FGM/C. 

Even though, FGM/C has been banned in 
the United States, since 1996, people continue 
to engage in this abusive practice. 

It is with great concern that I stand before 
you today, still fighting to eradicate the prac-
tice of FGM/C globally. 

Even more concerning is recently, The Jus-
tice Department stopped defending a federal 
prohibition on female genital mutilation making 
it difficult to combat this practice here at 
home. 

This recalcitrant act coincides with an 
emerging view inside the Justice Department 
that it is up to the Trump administration, not 
members of Congress, to decide whether a 
law has merit and should be enforced. 

The World Health Organization has asserted 
that FGM/C has no health benefits for women 
and girls, and can have long-term negative im-
pacts on the physical, psychological, sexual, 
reproductive health, and to their general well- 
being. 

We cannot be indifferent to this human 
rights violation that puts so many lives at risk, 
here in the United States, and around the 
world. 

H. Res. 106 makes clear that this practice 
is rooted in gender inequality, gender-based 
violence, and discrimination. 

It affirms our dedication to protecting women 
and girls globally and will help us accelerate 
eradication and improve access to care for 
survivors of this practice. 

Because this intolerable practice has no 
medical benefits, it has no place in our soci-
ety, and those who commit these horrendous 
crimes should be held accountable for their 
actions. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to support this clearly bipartisan resolu-
tion. 

Put aside partisanship and protect our 
women and girls from this painful and archaic 
practice. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GAYE DUNN 
FOR WINNING MIDDLE/JUNIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR OF 
THE YEAR AWARD GIVEN BY 
THE ILLINOIS SCHOOL COUN-
SELORS ASSOCIATION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Gaye Dunn for winning the Mid-
dle/Junior High School Counselor of the Year 
Award given by the Illinois School Counselors 
Association. Ms. Dunn will be retiring after 42 
years in the education system and has been 
a school counselor in the East Moline School 
District for more than 25 years. 

Ms. Dunn got her start at the University of 
Illinois and University of Kansas before going 
on to earn a master’s degree in School Coun-
seling from Eastern Illinois University. During 
the course of her career, Ms. Dunn has 
earned a reputation among her peers as a 
team player who will do anything to improve 
her community. Ms. Dunn dedicated herself to 
being a positive resource for the students of 
Glenview Middle School and someone they 
can turn to. The ‘‘Builders Club’’ was estab-
lished by Ms. Dunn to fundraise and provide 
gifts to other students and families in the area. 
Additionally, she initiated GBAY, which oper-
ates in a similar concept to EBAY, where stu-
dents donate and then bid for holiday presents 
for community members. Annual Career Fairs 
are also a tradition jumpstarted by Ms. Dunn 
and have even included visits by students to 
local nursing homes. Ms. Dunn is an asset to 
the East Moline community and her students, 
and I thank her for all of her tremendous work. 

It is because of dedicated leaders like Ms. 
Dunn that I am especially proud to serve Illi-
nois’ 17th Congressional District. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to again formally con-
gratulate Gaye Dunn for winning the Coun-
selor of the Year Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEGAN BRESLIN 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Megan Breslin in honor of her pres-
entation of the Golden Apple Award. Out of 
150,000 high schoolers, this distinction is 
given to 26 students across the state of Illinois 
who not only exhibit an exceptional work ethic 
within the classroom, but in athletics as well. 

As a senior at Pinckneyville High School, 
Megan has shown her excellence on the bas-

ketball court and golf links while maintaining a 
perfect 4.0 Grade Point Average. This balance 
of academics and athletics is a difficult task, 
and I can’t think of a more fitting individual to 
be merited this tremendous award. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Megan Breslin and commend her for her hard 
work in and out of the classroom. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DEBBY HAY 
SPRADLEY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today along with my colleague, Con-
gressman COLIN ALLRED, to recognize and pay 
tribute to the life and legacy of Debby Hay 
Spradley, who passed away on Sunday, May 
19, 2019. 

A native Texan, Debby graduated from 
Southern Methodist University and spent the 
entirety of her professional career in the Dal-
las area, first as President of the Hay Agency, 
Inc., and then as the Director of Development 
and External Affairs at the Hockaday School. 
She was respected in the Dallas community 
for her wisdom as a mentor, her generosity as 
a volunteer, and her leadership as an adminis-
trator. 

She began her work with the school in the 
early 1980s as a parent volunteer before 
eventually joining the administrative team. 
During her tenure, Debby served as both a 
Member and the Chair of the Board of Trust-
ees; was a Member of the Leadership Team 
for the Hockaday Tomorrow Capital Campaign 
and the Campaign Executive Committee for 
the Centennial Campaign; Co-Chaired the 
2004 HP A Benefit; Chaired the Annual Fund 
Campaign; and was rightfully named an Hon-
orary Alum in 2000. We admire and honor 
Debby’s selfless dedication to the Hockaday 
School. 

Debby is survived by her husband Webb; 
daughter Jessica Werner Epperson and her 
husband Doug Epperson; daughter Rachel 
Hay Spradley and her fiancé Jonathan Ben- 
Horin; and three wonderful granddaughters 
Kathryn, Virginia, and Margaret. 

I ask my colleagues to join us in remem-
bering Debby and her contributions to her 
family, her community, and the Hockaday 
School. The Dallas community is better off be-
cause of her. We will miss her dearly. 

f 

KNOXVILLE NEWS SENTINEL EDI-
TORIAL URGING TENNESSEE 
VALLEY AUTHORITY’S CEO TO 
FIX COAL ASH PROBLEM 

HON. TIM BURCHETT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to include in the RECORD an editorial sub-
mitted to the Knoxville News Sentinel address-
ing the Tennessee Valley Authority’s new 
CEO, Jeff Lyash, urging him to fix the current 
coal ash problem. I am also including a reso-
lution introduced by Tennessee State Senator 
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Ken Yager calling for the TVA to make all 
board meetings open to the public. 
[From Knoxville News Sentinel, on Apr. 14, 

2019] 

AN OPEN LETTER TO TVA’S NEW CEO: YOU 
NEED TO BE THE LEADER YOUR PREDECESSOR 
WAS NOT, HERE’S HOW 

(Unauthored Editorial) 

Welcome to Tennessee, Mr. Lyash. 
No doubt you had a busy first week as the 

new CEO of the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
And what a responsibility! 
You lead the nation’s first and largest re-

gional planning and economic development 
agency owned and operated by the federal 
government. 

You provide power for some 10 million peo-
ple, and you employ thousands in our state. 
You’ve taken over an organization whose 
history and legacy are revolutionary and in-
spiring. Few organizations have transformed 
the lives of so many people, across so many 
generations. And we know you believe deeply 
in this mission, a mission derived from dec-
ades of service to improving the lives of the 
people of the Tennessee Valley. 

This is what has brought you to Knoxville. 
Which is why today we challenge you to be 

the leader your predecessor was not. 
We challenge you to launch a fully inde-

pendent and transparent investigation of 
safety and workplace practices that occurred 
in the aftermath of the massive Kingston 
coal ash spill and cleanup—not just the 
TVA’s own practices, but those of every one 
of the contractors and subcontractors it em-
ploys. We’ve reported extensively about the 
workers who have died, and the hundreds of 
others who are sick, after their exposure to 
the toxic ash. Learn from the mistakes of 
the past and demand accountability. 

We challenge you to commit to a top-to- 
bottom review and overhaul of workplace 
safety at every power plant you operate. 
Last week we reported about workers at two 
Tennessee plants who are exposed to fly ash 
dust and flue gas without masks or res-
pirators. 

We challenge you to review your relation-
ship with Jacobs Engineering. Although the 
case goes on, a federal jury already found Ja-
cobs breached its contract with the TVA and 
its duty to ensure the health of cleanup 
workers. Yet you’re still doing hundreds of 
millions of dollars of business with the com-
pany. 

We challenge you to hire an independent 
consultant to radically remake your internal 
reporting and whistle-blowing procedures 
and make sure they are accessible to your 
contractors as well. Your people are ada-
mant no one should fear workplace retalia-
tion, yet your workers are coming to us be-
cause they don’t trust TVA. 

We challenge you to rid the agency of dou-
ble-speak and misdirection—where it’s cul-
turally acceptable to mislead the public, as 
Bill Johnson did when he said that the EPA, 
the Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation and OSHA were on site 
daily during the Kingston cleanup. Today at 
the TVA it’s acceptable for your official 
spokesman to recraft this as mere hyperbole. 

Finally, we challenge you to visit your em-
ployees in the field. Talk to them. Not with 
an entourage, not with a phalanx of handlers 
who will hand-select the ones who’ll say the 
‘‘right’’ things to you. You need to hear the 
truth. You need to visit sick men in hos-
pitals and listen to their stories. You need to 
sit down in the lunchroom with truck drivers 
who are around fly ash all day. You need to 
walk through the plant, see things yourself. 

And then you need to do the right thing. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 192 

By Senators Yager, Kurita, and 
Representative Powers 

A Resolution to express support for the en-
actment of legislation that requires all 
board committee meetings of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority Board of Directors to be 
open to the public. 

Whereas, established in 1933, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) is a corporate agen-
cy of the United States that provides elec-
tricity for business customers and local 
power companies, serving ten million people 
in parts of seven southeastern states; and 

Whereas, TVA also provides flood control, 
navigation, and land management for the 
Tennessee River system and assists local 
power companies and state and local govern-
ments with economic development and job 
creation; and 

Whereas, Tennessee Congressman Tim 
Burchett has introduced the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority Transparency Act of 2019, leg-
islation to require that committee meetings 
and subcommittee meetings of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority Board of Directors be 
transparent and open to the public; and 

Whereas, the bill would amend the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority Act of 1933 Section 
2(g)(2) to include a provision on transparency 
that would require meetings of the TVA 
Board to be held in public, properly noticed, 
and with minutes and summaries of each 
meeting made available; and 

Whereas, it is vitally important to the citi-
zens of Tennessee that TVA, as an entity cre-
ated and protected by Congress, should con-
duct their business in the open and be as 
transparent as possible: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate of the One Hundred 
Eleventh General Assembly of the State of Ten-
nessee, The House of Representatives concur-
ring, That we strongly support the passage of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority Trans-
parency Act of 2019; and be it further 

Resolved, That an appropriate copy of this 
resolution be prepared and transmitted to 
the Speaker and the Clerk of the United 
States House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of the United States 
Senate, and each member of Tennessee’s del-
egation to the United States Congress. 

f 

HONORING VICE ADMIRAL ALBERT 
CALLAND, III 

HON. TROY BALDERSON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. BALDERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the professional 
achievements of a fellow Zanesville High 
School graduate, Vice Admiral Albert (Bert) 
Calland, III. 

Vice Admiral Calland is being commemo-
rated in our hometown for his tremendous ca-
reer, which has spanned many decades, and 
forms the model life of a selfless calling to 
public service in defense of this country. From 
the United States Navy to SEAL Team ONE, 
from the Central Intelligence Agency and the 
National Counterterrorism Center to CACI 
International, Inc., Admiral Calland has always 
displayed the dedication of a consummate 
man of service. 

After graduating from the United States 
Naval Academy in 1974, Admiral Calland dis-
tinguished himself in the ranks of the U.S. 
Navy and Special Operations Command, gain-
ing the respect of juniors, peers, and superior 

officers alike. His impressive qualities of hard 
work and strategic problem-solving helped Ad-
miral Calland advance in his field. By the time 
of the terrorist attacks that devastated our na-
tion on September 11, 2001, Admiral Calland 
was a key guiding force in the United States’ 
fight against those who seek to do us harm. 

As our hometown gathers to recognize this 
ardent patriot, I salute him for his ongoing 
service above self. Admiral Calland can take 
great pride in all he has accomplished and in 
the impact his legacy will leave. I thank Vice 
Admiral Calland for bringing honor to Zanes-
ville, Ohio, and in turn, I honor him for his in-
credible record of achievement. 

f 

HONORING PETE RICHMOND 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Pete Richmond 
as the Napa Valley Grower of the Year for 
2019. 

Mr. Richmond’s career in agriculture began 
in 1986 after earning a degree in Agricultural 
Business from California State University, 
Fresno. He gained valuable experience as a 
viticulturist while working at Bien Nacido Vine-
yards. Mr. Richmond went on to work for 
many prestigious wineries. In 1992 he was at 
Stag’s Leap Winery; he worked at Atlas Peak 
Winery from 1993 to 1995; from 1995 to 2001 
he was at Kendall Jackson. Mr. Richmond 
founded the Silverado Farming Company, a 
vineyard management company, in 2001. 
Many of the finest wineries and vineyards in 
the Napa Valley contract with Silverado Farm-
ing Company to manage their vineyards. The 
company oversees vineyard management for 
over 650 acres of grapes. 

Mr. Richmond’s passion for agriculture is 
not confined to the vineyard. He is involved in 
our community—through his philanthropic con-
tributions and the Boards on which he sits. In 
2006, Mr. Richmond established the One Per-
cent for the Community Fund, a foundation 
that receives one percent of gross revenue 
profits made by the Silverado Farming Com-
pany. The foundation uses the money to sup-
port at-risk youth in our community and helps 
find a solution for a variety of issues that im-
pact farm workers. Mr. Richmond is on the 
Farmworker Foundation Board of Directors, 
OLE Health Operating Board, and the OLE 
Health Foundation Board. He is also an Advi-
sory Board Member for Teens Connect, a 
member of the Marketing Committee for the 
Napa Valley Community Foundation, and a 
past member of the Napa Valley 
Grapegrower’s Board of Directors. He is active 
in the housing community as a member of 
Napa Valley Community Housing and Napa 
County Housing Commission. Mr. Richmond is 
also involved with Ag for Youth and is a 
former Babe Ruth Baseball League Coach. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Richmond is the com-
munity member we should all strive to be. He 
is a person of integrity, is generous and car-
ing, and well-deserving of the title Napa Valley 
2019 Grower of the Year. It is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor Pete Richmond here 
today. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ROSEMARIE 

MYRDAL 

HON. KELLY ARMSTRONG 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an outstanding constituent and 
public servant, Rosemarie Myrdal. 

Rosemarie’s tremendous career and life is a 
testament to her strong spirit, hard work, and 
determination. 

Rosemarie was born in Minot in 1929, grad-
uated from Fargo Central High School, and 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Edu-
cation from North Dakota Agricultural College. 
She married John Myrdal in 1952 and the cou-
ple began farming near Edinburg and raising 
five children. 

Rosemarie’s public service to the state 
began in 1984, when she was elected to the 
North Dakota House of Representatives. In 
1992, Rosemarie was elected as the first Re-
publican woman to serve as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor in North Dakota history. She served 
alongside Governor Ed Schafer from 1992 to 
2000. 

Rosemarie continued her service to her 
community after her terms as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, staying active in the Edinburg School 
Board, the Icelandic Communities Association, 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
the North Dakota Diabetes Association, the 
North Dakota Library Coordinating Council, 
Preservation North Dakota, and Red River Re-
source Conservation and Development. 

May 19 was Rosemarie’s 90th birthday. On 
this special occasion, I send her warmest 
greetings on behalf of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and blessings to her and her fam-
ily. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE 19TH AMEND-
MENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. DeLAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the centennial of the 
19th amendment. 

Such an achievement as women’s suffrage, 
long overdue, was not the result of one grand 
swoop of action. It took a million little steps 
from women across the country. A million little 
steps from women who wore the sash or car-
ried the torch in their own way, a million little 
steps from those who marched in the streets 
or stood up for their place in the direction of 
our country. 

Let us follow their example today. 
I am reminded of my mother. In 1933, at the 

age of 20, she wrote a charge for women. It 
was just over a decade after the 19th amend-
ment. She wrote, and I quote: 

‘‘It is not my intention to be critical, rather 
my motive in writing this article is to encour-
age the female members of this organization 
to take a more active part in its affairs. We are 
not living in the middle ages when a woman’s 
part in life was merely to serve her master in 
her home, but we have gradually taken our 

place in every phase of human endeavor, and 
even in the here-to-fore stronghold of the male 
sex: politics. 

‘‘I have noticed that the girls, unlike the 
men, are timid in asserting themselves, and 
many a good idea is lost, having been sup-
pressed by its creator. Come on girls, let’s 
make ourselves heard.’’ 

It will take another million little steps to 
move this cou—ntry forward in all the ways it 
must. On health care, on reproductive rights, 
on equal pay, on education, and more. So, 
come on girls, let us make ourselves heard. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE ONE HUN-
DREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the one hundredth anniversary 
of the women’s right to vote. 

Madam Speaker I am the youngest of 12, 
raised by a single mother on a Social Security 
check. To say I understand the power of 
women would be an understatement. 

That is why today, on the centennial anni-
versary, I rise to applaud and celebrate the 
passage of the 19th amendment which gave 
women in this country the right to vote. 

Representing Seneca Falls, NY I under-
stand all that generations of brave and intel-
ligent women went through to bring us to the 
100th anniversary of the women’s right to 
vote. 

The Seneca Falls Convention, right in New 
York 23, was the first women’s rights conven-
tion in the United States. 

Held in July 1848, the meeting launched the 
women’s suffrage movement, which more than 
seven decades later ensured women the right 
to vote. 

Despite scarce publicity, 300 people—most-
ly area residents—showed up. There this 
group of strong women demanded the right to 
vote sparking a 70-year push for this essential 
right. 

But the fight is not over. 
This is why I have been a strong advocate 

of the equal rights amendment. We are so 
close to ratification with just 1 more state 
needed to ratify. 

So as I stand here with this yellow rose on 
my lapel signaling my support for women’s 
right to vote, I want everyone to know this 
rose means much more to me. 

It means my support of equal rights to 
women. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF 
MR. JOHN SUTTON 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to salute a veteran of the U.S. Army 
from Independence, Missouri, for his heroism 
and dedication to a life long career serving our 
country. As a young boy in Hutchinson, Kan-

sas, brave soldiers inspired Mr. Sutton to join 
the ranks of the millions of women and men 
serving in our military. 

A man of unwavering grit and tenacity, Mr. 
Sutton was not discouraged when his applica-
tion to join the Army and Navy Air Corps was 
denied due to his color-blindness. He was 
studying at the University of Kansas when he 
was drafted into the Army in 1944. After his 
conscription, Mr. Sutton attended West Point 
and received his Bachelor of Science in 1949 
from the Army Engineering school. This wealth 
of knowledge eventually led Mr. Sutton and 
his wife Dana to travel internationally to Ger-
many with the Army. 

Using his engineering skills and personal 
fortitude, Mr. Sutton served the U.S. Army’s 
Engineering and Transportation units in Ger-
many. During his time there, Mr. Sutton 
worked with an all-black Engineering Battalion 
where he learned the meaning of service and 
brotherhood. To this day, Mr. Sutton cherishes 
the time he spent with that battalion. Years 
later, Mr. Sutton honored his time spent with 
the battalion by creating a course focusing on 
Black Men in the U.S. Army. 

Mr. Sutton eventually returned to the U.S. 
and furthered his education by receiving a 
Master’s in Business Administration with an 
emphasis in Transportation Management. 
Shortly thereafter, he once again served his 
country as a professor of mathematics at the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point for three 
years. 

Mr. Sutton took classes until he was once 
again sent to Korea in the 1st Calvary Divi-
sion. Being both an energetic scholar and 
dedicated service member, Mr. Sutton eventu-
ally returned to Virginia to work for the Pen-
tagon. At the Pentagon, he was an assistant 
to a three-star general, a position which led 
him to travel all around the world. For in-
stance, this occurred when the U.S. Army sent 
Mr. Sutton to Vietnam, where he oversaw a 
battalion of 3,000 troops and spent countless 
days and nights living under the fear of an at-
tack. 

Upon his return to the States, he became a 
Colonel and was sent to Pennsylvania for 3 
more years. After teaching and serving in Ger-
many and Fort Leavenworth, Mr. Sutton was 
ready to return home to care for his family and 
his elderly parents. As a retiree from the 
Army, Mr. Sutton began working at Park Uni-
versity first as the supervisor of their Military 
Extension Program and later as the Assistant 
Dean of the University. 

A man who pursues his passions and goals, 
Mr. Sutton received his private pilot’s license 
and eventually bought his own plane. To this 
day, he flies his plane at Fort Leavenworth. 
Today, Mr. Sutton’s extensive military history 
is honored at Veterans Hall in the Truman Me-
morial Building. 

In addition to his 35 years of active duty 
service, he has been married for 69 years of 
marriage with two children, his five grand-
children, and four great-grandchildren. Though 
their travels have taken them all over the 
world, we are fortunate to have Mr. Sutton and 
his wife call Independence, Missouri, their 
home. 

Madam Speaker, please join me and all of 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District in con-
gratulating Mr. Sutton for his 35 years of ac-
tive duty service and outstanding accomplish-
ments. It is with great respect that I urge all 
my colleagues and fellow citizens across the 
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country to join me in showing our appreciation 
to Mr. Sutton for his unwavering strength and 
dedication to our country. 

f 

SUPPORTING H. RES. 354 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Res. 354, which 
celebrates the 100th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment passing this body. This centennial 
is a moment to celebrate the women who 
fought to make the right to vote a reality for all 
women and to honor their dedication to our 
nation. As we gather to reflect on this impor-
tant cause, it is important to recognize that be-
cause of generations of women’s commitment 
to our democracy, today I serve along with a 
record number of women in the United States 
Congress. 

As a Member of Congress, I recognize that 
the right to vote is the most precious right of 
any American citizen. It is the collective re-
sponsibility of all today to preserve what gen-
erations of women before us fought to earn, 
and I am committed to continuing this great 

legacy for the sake of this country and the fu-
ture of our democracy. 

Even with these historic moments, our work 
is far from over as women still struggle for the 
right to equal pay and the right to affordable 
health care. Today, let us reaffirm our commit-
ment to removing barriers that prevent women 
in America and around the world from achiev-
ing their full potential. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this resolution honoring the centennial 
of the House passage of the 19th Amend-
ment. I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

HONORING DENNIS PEDISICH 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Dennis Pedisich 
for his involvement with Community Health Ini-
tiative and his leadership in providing health 
insurance to residents of Napa County. 

Mr. Pedisich has been active in our commu-
nity since earning his Master in Business Ad-
ministration from Santa Clara University. He 
sat on the Community Health Initiative Board 
of Directors for nine years. During his time on 

the Board, he held many positions, including 
that of Vice President. Mr. Pedisich has self-
lessly given many hours of his time to Com-
munity Health Initiative, which has provided 
over 18,000 uninsured individuals with health 
insurance and access to care. 

Mr. Pedisich has been active in our commu-
nity in other positions as well. He has been 
the President of the Napa Valley College 
Foundation, the Justin-Siena High School 
Board of Trustees, and the Kiwanis Club of 
Napa Valley. He also sits on the Board of 
Trustees for the Queen of the Valley Medical 
Center. As the former President of Napa Com-
munity Bank and Vice President of Rabobank, 
Mr. Pedisich has shared his expertise of the fi-
nance community with the local non-profit sec-
tor and has helped many businesses thrive 
through his generosity with his time and 
knowledge. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Pedisich is an active 
member of our community who uses his ex-
pertise to assist others and help important 
local institutions, such as the Community 
Health Initiative, thrive. Community Health Ini-
tiative has been able to reach such a large 
number of Napa residents in no small part be-
cause of Mr. Pedisich. It is therefore fitting and 
proper that we honor Dennis Pedisich here 
today. 
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