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Parenthood kills 150,000 a year and
once pushed the idea that contracep-
tives cause cancer.

We have more coming down the pipe-
line. Soon the Senate may consider the
nomination of Stephen Clark, who be-
longed to an organization called Law-
yers for Life. He once compared Roe v.
Wade to the Dred Scott case.

So Republicans are playing a cynical
long game here. They refuse to com-
ment on the anti-abortion bills but are
content to install anti-choice judges
across the Federal bench who will up-
hold many of these very same laws. It
is hypocritical. It is sort of like that
old routine. They are saying: No, no,
no, I am not for these laws. Judges, ap-
prove them. I am supporting judges
who approve them.

It is not fair, it is not right, it is cyn-
ical, and the American people are
going to get wise to it. We are watch-
ing the endgame of a long and con-
certed campaign by the far right to
erode a woman’s right to choose
through the courts. From the moment
that Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973,
the most extreme elements of the Re-
publican Party have plotted its demise.

The Federalist Society was founded
with the intent of cultivating a genera-
tion of judges loyal to conservative
causes. Its founder, Leonard Leo, was,
above all, an anti-choice advocate—
some would say, even further, a fa-
natic. Now that they have a Repub-
lican President and a Republican Sen-
ate, the Federalist Society can push
judge after judge after judge onto the
bench with barely a delay and with
barely a discussion, where they will
have the power to severely curtail a
woman’s right to choose.

My Republican friends who profess
opposition or indifference to these ex-
treme anti-abortion bills while voting
for hard-right, anti-Roe judges are en-
gaging in subterfuge, if not hypocrisy.

———

CHINA

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, there is a topic I have discussed
before—the administration’s moves to
block access to telecommunications
equipment to China’s state-controlled
and state-backed firms, like Huawei. 1
firmly back these measures. Our de-
fense, law enforcement, and intel-
ligence officials have publicly testified
that Huawei and other Chinese telecom
companies pose a national threat to
the security of the United States.
Their technology could allow China to
spy on Americans, steal their data, and
otherwise conduct espionage.

Also, there is another point. China
has taken advantage of us. There is a
huge consensus now in America that
that has happened. We didn’t have that
consensus even 5 years ago, but wheth-
er it is business or labor, average
American citizens, Democrats, or Re-
publicans, everyone agrees that China
takes advantage, and one of the main
ways they take advantage is they don’t
let our companies that have top-line
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products sell them in China, except
under restrictions that make it almost
impossible for them to do it. Our major
tech companies are excluded from
China, but China, at the same time,
can sell anything it wants here.

“Reciprocity’ should be our watch
word. If Google or Facebook or any of
our other companies can’t sell in
China, their top companies shouldn’t
sell here until they let us in. That is
what has happened with Huawei, in ad-
dition to the national security con-
cerns, and it makes sense.

So I say to the Commerce Depart-
ment: Stay strong.

We are now talking about some 90-
day delay. I hope this is not a prelude
to what we did with ZTE, when we
stood tough at the beginning. It had an
effect, and then we backed off.

President Trump, don’t back off on
Huawei.

Commerce Secretary Ross,
back off on Huawei.

Secretary of Treasury Mnuchin and
Ambassador Lighthizer, stay strong.

This will get the Chinese to play fair;
talking won’t. Tariffs are one tool; this
is another. We need all the tools in our
toolbox to get China to play fair.

I yield the floor.

don’t

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Daniel P. Col-
lins, of California, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip.

TARIFFS

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, Fri-
day’s announcement that the adminis-
tration had reached an agreement to
remove steel and aluminum tariffs on
Canada and Mexico was great news for
American consumers, producers, and
workers. Mexican and Canadian retal-
iatory tariffs on U.S. products have al-
ready been lifted. That is a big deal for
American producers, especially for
farmers and ranchers, who were hit the
hardest by Mexico and Canada’s retal-
iatory tariffs.

Friday’s agreement is also important
because it removes a significant road-
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block to passage of the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada trade agreement. With the alu-
minum and steel tariff settlement and
labor reforms recently adopted by the
Mexican Government, two major
Democratic objections to passage of
the TU.S.-Mexico-Canada agreement
have been addressed. Now it is time for
the House Democratic leadership to in-
dicate its willingness to take up the
agreement in the near future.

The U.S.-Mexico-Canada agreement
would boost almost every sector of the
American economy, from automotive
manufacturing, to digital services, to
dairy farming. It would create 176,000
new jobs and increase wages for work-
ers. It is time to take up this agree-
ment. As I said, the U.S.-Mexico-Can-
ada free-trade agreement would be a
boon for U.S. producers and U.S. work-
ers.

This is the kind of stuff we should be
spending our time on in Washington—
measures that grow our economy, in-
crease opportunity, and improve life
for the American people. That is what
Republicans have been working on. Our
policies have helped produce the lowest
unemployment rate in 50 years and
more jobs and higher wages for work-
ers.

Unfortunately, my colleagues across
the aisle seem more interested in re-
litigating the 2016 election and accel-
erating their party’s rapid move to-
ward the radical fringe left.

While I realize the Democrats are dis-
appointed with the results of the 2016
Presidential election, it is time for
them to accept the fact that they lost.
It has been more than 2 years now, and
Democrats are still more focused on
opposing this President than on get-
ting things done for the American peo-
ple.

When Democrats do get around to
talking about legislation, too often, it
is proposals from the radical fringe
left, which is rapidly swallowing up the
Democratic mainstream. Take the
Green New Deal, the Democrats’ plan
for a government takeover of a large
section of the economy in the name of
clean energy. The estimated price tag
for this government takeover is be-
tween $561 trillion and $93 trillion over
10 years. To put that number in per-
spective, $93 trillion is more money
than the U.S. Government has spent in
its entire history, and $93 trillion is
more money than the 2017 gross domes-
tic product of the entire world.

How do Democrats plan to pay for
this? Well, they don’t actually have a
plan. Their usual ‘‘tax the rich’ solu-
tion won’t work since taxing every
wealthy American at a 100-percent rate
wouldn’t come anywhere close to pay-
ing for the Green New Deal. Should the
Green New Deal ever come to pass,
working Americans would face massive
tax hikes for the privilege of having
government dictate the design of their
house and the type of their car.

Then, of course, there is the Demo-
crats’ plan for a government takeover
of the Nation’s healthcare. Under so-
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called Medicare for All, the govern-
ment would take away Americans’ in-
surance choices and force everyone
into a single omne-size-fits-all, govern-
ment-run plan and then tax Americans
to pay for it.

Thanks to policies like tax reform,
American families are doing better
than they have been doing in a long
time. They have been taking home
more money. They have access to bet-
ter jobs and more opportunities, and
they are enjoying better wages and
benefits. To most people, it would seem
logical to continue and build on the
policies that have gotten us here, but
not to Democrats. Democrats want to
overturn the policies that have gotten
us to this point. Instead of tax cuts,
they want tax hikes so they can imple-
ment their socialist fantasies. Instead
of less government interference in
Americans’ lives, they want more.
They think the government should be
directing your healthcare choices, your
housing choices, your energy choices,
and much more. It is unfortunate that
the Democratic Party is being swal-
lowed by its extreme left wing.

Republicans are going to do every-
thing we can to protect Americans
from Democrats’ socialist fantasies and
to continue to expand the choices and
the opportunities available to Amer-
ican families.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. RoM-
NEY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

DISASTER RELIEF

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, next
Saturday, June 1, marks the official
start of the Atlantic hurricane season.
It is an important reminder for every-
one—from individuals and families to
businesses and local officials—to re-
view preparedness efforts to ensure you
are ready for anything that Mother Na-
ture may throw at you.

There are simple steps, of course,
that everybody can take, like review-
ing evacuation routes, signing up for
emergency alerts, and making a family
communications plan. This is also a
great time to look at your insurance
policies to ensure that you have the
right coverage. This isn’t the most fun
conversation or topic to talk about at
the dinner table, but in the event of a
disaster, these small steps can make a
world of difference.

As we gear up for the 2019 Atlantic
hurricane season, I can’t help but
think back on the devastation my
State saw in 2017 when Hurricane Har-
vey hit. This storm was the largest
rain event in American history, and
some parts of Texas are still in the re-
covery mode. Harvey brought more
than 50 inches of rain to some parts of
Houston.
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I am sure that many Americans can
remember the TV footage of the dev-
astating scenes and the heroism of peo-
ple who rose to the challenge and
helped. The roofs of homes were com-
pletely torn off and revealed knee-deep
water and scattered furniture. Streets
looked like rivers that were filled with
small boats that led rescue operations.
Folks linked arms and made human
chains to help save people who were
stranded in their vehicles.

It was the second most expensive
hurricane in history, only behind Hur-
ricane Katrina, with an estimated total
cost of $125 billion. While we can put a
pricetag on the damaged homes, busi-
nesses, and infrastructure, there is no
way we could even begin to quantify
the impact this storm had on lost loved
ones and how much it completely up-
ended so many lives.

With that heartbreak fresh on our
minds, it only underscores the impor-
tance of strengthening our prepared-
ness efforts. Unlike many threats we
face, either from our adversaries on the
ground or in cyberspace, there is noth-
ing we can do to stop Mother Nature in
her tracks. Our only course of action is
to be prepared and to build resilient
communities that can withstand the
impact. We need to continue to do ev-
erything in our power to provide assist-
ance to State and local governments so
they can protect themselves in the
event of severe weather.

One may recall, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey and other natural disas-
ters, that Congress worked hard to pro-
vide disaster relief to Texas and other
States that were adversely affected.
While there is still a lot of work to be
done, these dollars have helped my
State to rebuild and to bring back
some semblance of normalcy. I am
grateful to all of our colleagues here
for working with us, as well as with
Florida, California, Puerto Rico, and
the other places that were hit at about
that same time. I am grateful for the
assistance of a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators and Congressmen and for Presi-
dent Trump who worked together to
provide disaster relief in the wake of
this devastation. Yet here is the rub—
much of the funding that has been ap-
proved for Texas still hasn’t been un-
tangled from the redtape here in Wash-
ington, DC.

In February 2018—15 months ago—
Congress appropriated more than $28
billion in community development
block grants for disaster recovery, with
roughly $12 billion intended specifi-
cally for mitigation purposes. About $4
billion of that was designated for
Texas, and it could still be used to do
things, like to repair wastewater treat-
ment facilities that haven’t been fully
restored, to carry out important eco-
nomic revitalization in decimated
areas, or to relocate or elevate dam-
aged facilities in order to prepare for
the next storm. Yet we have not seen a
cent of that $4 billion because it has
been tied up at the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.
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I have said before and will say it
again: I look at the Constitution. I see
what the President’s authority is. I see
what the House of Representatives’ au-
thority is. I see what the U.S. Senate’s
authority is. My understanding is,
when they all agree on an appropria-
tions bill, that it is the law of the land.
Yet somehow, this Agency—the Office
of Management and Budget—has seen
fit to usurp that authority and to de-
feat the will of Congress when it comes
to getting disaster relief to the in-
tended beneficiaries.

This undue delay, I believe, is unac-
ceptable but is, sadly, not unique to
my State. Other States are facing this
same unnecessary holdup in getting
desperately needed funds. One of those
States is West Virginia, which has been
waiting more than 3 years to receive
funding after the devastating floods of
June 2016.

I and my colleague from West Vir-
ginia, Senator MANCHIN, recently intro-
duced a bill that would require the Of-
fice of Management and Budget to en-
sure that these appropriated funds are
promptly disbursed. The Bipartisan
Disaster Recovery Funding Act would
start a timer—a shock clock, if you
will—on when the OMB must release
the money. It would give it 60 days to
get these dollars untangled from the
redtape and get them to the commu-
nities that desperately need them.

It is important to note that this
change would apply not only to this
particular block of funding but to any
funds appropriated to States that are
being withheld by OMB.

As appropriators continue to work on
a disaster supplemental this week, I
hope they will include a provision to
ensure that States like Texas that
have already suffered from a major dis-
aster don’t become victims of govern-
ment bureaucracy.

It has now been 467 days since the
President signed a bill that would have
sent roughly $48 billion to Texas, and it
is tough to imagine what communities
could have accomplished in that time
and how much progress could have
been made if simply Congress’s and the
executive branch’s will had been car-
ried out by the Federal bureaucracy.

With the 2019 hurricane season only a
week and half away, it is critical we
get this money out of Washington and
into the hands of those who need it so
we can begin to work on long-term
projects to protect the Texas coast and
protect against future storms.

Of course Hurricane Harvey was not
the first storm to hit my State, and I
guarantee it will not be the last. Tex-
ans have waited long enough for the
funding that we were promised and
that Congress appropriated over the
signature of the President, and I hope
we can pass something soon to improve
the resilience in these communities
and carry out congressional will.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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