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I am grateful that Mr. Lowe pre-

vented the worst on May 17, 2019, and 
welcome his commitment to be a team-
mate in reducing the chances of gun 
tragedies in every school in America. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, 
today, I would like to honor Keanon 
Lowe’s heroism and bravery in tack-
ling a gunman at Parkrose High School 
on May 17, 2019. Mr. Lowe is known for 
being a top wide receiver for University 
of Oregon’s football team and now as a 
popular coach of football and track and 
field at Parkrose High School. He also 
works as a security guard at the 
school. 

On Friday, May 17, a distraught stu-
dent entered a Parkrose classroom 
with a shotgun. Already this year, our 
Nation has watched children die at the 
hands of their armed classmates, in-
cluding two young men who sacrificed 
their lives to stop gunmen and save 
their fellow students. To prevent such 
a tragedy, Mr. Lowe, in a tremendous 
act of courage, tackled the armed stu-
dent and wrestled away the gun before 
anyone could be injured. 

Mr. Lowe put his life on the line to 
protect our students. Mr. Lowe has not 
only guided students on the field, but 
now he has also protected them in the 
classroom. He will no doubt be remem-
bered by those students for the rest of 
their lives as an example of selflessness 
and courage. 

On behalf of all Oregonians, I express 
our deepest gratitude and admiration 
to Mr. Lowe, and thank him for his 
service to Parkrose students, every 
Parkrose family, and all Oregonians. 

f 

HONORING THE FALLEN POLICE 
OFFICERS OF BUTTE-SILVERBOW 
COUNTY, MONTANA 

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor the memory of 18 
of Butte, America’s finest. 

Since 1892, 18 brave police officers 
have lost their lives in the line of duty 
protecting the people of Butte- 
Silverbow County, the most of any 
county in Montana. 

These men put the lives of others 
above their own, rushing into danger to 
keep their community safe, and paying 
the ultimate sacrifice as a result. 

I want to honor: William F. Jordan; 
Dennis W. Daly; Federick Kranbeck; 
Fred A. Palin; John J. Streb; Joseph A. 
Freshman; Charles E. Streb; Ivan W. 
Lincoln; James H. Pace; Bart J. McCar-
thy; Joseph E. Sage; Batt Arrigoni; 
Jeremiah J. Murphy; Thomas O’Neill; 
Nicholas Aleksich; Colin McMillan; 
Tom Monroe; and David V. Thomas and 
their families and loved ones who sac-
rificed so much as well. 

May their memories never be forgot-
ten. May all current and future peace 
officers in Butte-Silver Bow, around 
Montana, and this Nation return home 
safe at the end of their watches. 

TRIBUTE TO WEST VIRGINIA’S HE-
ROES AND RECOGNIZING THE 
ALWAYS FREE HONOR FLIGHT 
NETWORK 
Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, 

today I am incredibly honored to rise 
and recognize a group of 23 heroic mili-
tary veterans who will travel from 
West Virginia this week to visit our 
Nation’s Capital as part of the 10th Al-
ways Free Honor Flight. On the occa-
sion of their visit, in which they will 
see for the first time the monuments 
built in their honor, I want to express 
my utmost gratitude to these special 
men and women for their extraordinary 
bravery and patriotism and for their 
noble sacrifice to help keep our coun-
try free. 

I have said this time and time again: 
West Virginia is one of the most patri-
otic States in this great Nation. With 
one of our country’s highest per capita 
rates of military servicemembers and 
veterans, West Virginia is undoubtedly 
one of our Nation’s most patriotic 
States. According to the Department of 
Defense, West Virginia had the highest 
casualty rate in the Nation during the 
Vietnam war, and I am so proud that 
the Honor Flight will allow these West 
Virginia veterans to pay homage to 
their brethren at the Vietnam Wall. 
The 31 veterans participating in this 
week’s Always Free Honor Flight truly 
embody the Mountain State’s history 
and contributions to the safeguarding 
of our American freedoms. 

Our special West Virginians visiting 
this week represent warriors from 23 to 
93 years old and have traveled from all 
parts of our great State, from Beckley 
to Bluefield, Princeton to Cottageville, 
and many places in between. In addi-
tion to our Mountain State veterans, 
six veterans from Virginia and one vet-
eran from Florida will be accom-
panying their West Virginia neighbors 
on the day-long adventure. Of the pa-
triots attending, one served in World 
War II, two served in the Korean war, 
10 served in the Vietnam war, one in 
Vietnam and Desert Storm, one served 
in the Cold war, one served in Desert 
Storm and the Gulf war, two served in 
the war in Afghanistan, and many oth-
ers served between wars. 

I would especially like to recognize 
our World War II veteran who will be 
on this honor flight—93-year-old Allen 
K. Walker who now lives in Beckley 
but is originally from the Mississippi 
Delta. He joined the Navy in Rosedale, 
MS, in 1944. He served as a seaman first 
class stationed in Pearl Harbor, HI. 
Allen is a member of our Nation’s 
Greatest Generation, and their sac-
rifices and valor embody American pa-
triotism. They fought in such a pivotal 
war, in an era that threatened our ex-
istence as a Nation. Unfortunately, as 
the years go by, we are losing so many 
of our World War II veterans, and we 
must show them our utmost gratitude 
each and every day. 

As I mentioned, we will also be joined 
by veterans of the Korean, Vietnam, 
Cold, and Gulf wars. They engaged in 

combat all over the world. They were 
Humvee mechanics, military police of-
ficers, and radio operators. 

Two of our proud veterans here today 
served in the Korean war. One is 86- 
year-old Corporal Paul Clifford Lathey 
from Cottageville, WV. He joined the 
Army in 1953 in Ripley, WV. During his 
time in Korea, he served in the 15th In-
fantry, 3rd Division Fox Company, 
where he treated wounded soldiers in 
MASH units. Our other Korean war 
veteran is 90-year-old Sergeant David 
Shirley Knapp, who was in the Army 
from 1948–1954 and served as a combat 
engineer during the Korean war. 

Another veteran is Charlie R. Lam-
bert from Iaegar, WV, who served in a 
variety of roles during the Vietnam 
war. After he joined the Navy in 1970, 
he served in a ‘‘boots on the ground’’ 
role in Thailand, served on the flight 
deck of the USS Iwo Jima, and volun-
teered to be a member of the Brown 
Water Navy or the forces that patrol 
shallow inland waterways, seizing con-
traband and engaging with the enemy. 
Another brave West Virginian who 
served in Vietnam is Sergeant Robert 
Ortiz, from Premier, WV, who served as 
an infantryman in the 196th Light In-
fantry Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division 
Americal. 

We also have two veterans who 
served in two wars, both from Virginia. 
Sergeant Jackie Thornton of Narrows, 
VA, who served in the Army during 
both the Vietnam and Desert Storm 
wars, as the chaplain’s assistant, as 
well as, Sergeant Steven R. Mitchell of 
Bluefield, VA, who served in the Army 
in both Operation Desert Shield/Storm 
and the Gulf war. 

I would like to also specifically 
honor the youngest veteran we have 
with us today, Sergeant Austin Patrick 
Coleman of Bluefield, WV. He joined 
the Marines in Houston, TX, and served 
his country in Helmand Province Af-
ghanistan as an infantryman, assisting 
the Afghanistan National Army. An-
other veteran of the war in Afghani-
stan here today is Michael ‘‘Doc’’ 
Atwell of Princeton, WV. Doc served in 
the Navy at Camp Dwyer in the 
Helmand Province. He was attached to 
the 1st Tank Battalion RCT7 as a FMF 
corpsman. 

Showing our appreciation to those 
who have served is something that we 
should do each and every day, but 
today is a special day to pay tribute 
and thank those who have volunteered 
to put their lives on the line for our 
freedoms. The memorials our honor 
flight participants will visit today 
serve as an important reminder to us 
all that our freedoms and liberties 
come at a steep cost. However, I know 
our veterans will find special meaning 
and potentially long-lost emotions 
when they tour such touching sites. 

This week’s honor flight and the con-
tinued support of our veterans would 
not be possible without the dedication 
of so many volunteers and caregivers. I 
would like to thank Theresa Riggs, the 
JROTC Cadet from Montcalm High 
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School, as well as the military spouses 
and other family members serving as 
the guardians on this year’s honor 
flight. These guardians have selflessly 
given their time to travel alongside our 
veterans all the way from Princeton, 
WV, to Washington, DC, to share this 
very special journey with them. 

I also commend those in the Always 
Free Honor Flight Network for their 
dedication to providing our veterans 
with such a unique and meaningful ex-
perience. Without the diligence and 
passion Dreama of Denver, president of 
Always Free Honor Flight Network and 
owner of Princeton, WV’s, Little Buddy 
Radio, as well as Pam Coulbourne, the 
coordinator of these flights, many of 
our veterans would never have the op-
portunity to travel to Washington and 
pay homage to the men and women 
they fought beside. Dreama and Pam 
launched the Always Free Honor Flight 
in 2012, and every year, they continue 
to make this dream a reality for many 
of our West Virginia veterans. 

I would also like to recognize Ser-
geant First Class Paul Dorsey, vice 
president of Always Free Honor Flight 
and official photographer Steve Cole-
man, who have done a tremendous job 
of ensuring that our veterans receive 
the recognition they deserve. Dreama, 
Pam, and Steve have also dedicated 
themselves to the Denver Foundation, 
serving as incredible examples of how 
individuals can give back to their com-
munities. 

I am filled with pride every time I 
meet the patriots who have served our 
country, and I am so pleased to wel-
come West Virginia’s most courageous 
veterans, who are all heroes, to Wash-
ington, DC. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me in saluting them. 
They truly inspire us all as we are re-
minded of their selfless service. It is 
because of their bravery that all Amer-
icans enjoy the greatest liberties and 
freedoms in the world. 

God bless all our servicemembers and 
veterans, God bless the great State of 
West Virginia, and God bless the 
United States of America. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING JOEL COURREGES 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
am honored to pay tribute to Joel 
Courreges, a Washingtonian, a marine, 
and commander of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, Chapter 5, upon his 
passing. 

Joel Courreges was a man who never 
stopped serving his community, his 
State, and his country. Joel served our 
Nation as a marine in the Vietnam 
war, returning with disabilities both 
visible and invisible. Having seen first-
hand how difficult the transition home 
can be, he made it his mission to 
smooth the path for his fellow veterans 
as they returned from service. Joel be-
came the commander of the Disabled 
American Veterans, Chapter 5, in 

Bremerton, WA. In this role, he not 
only dedicated countless hours to help-
ing veterans file claims with the VA 
and making sure they could make their 
appointments, he even drove them him-
self if they couldn’t get there on their 
own. 

But that wasn’t all. As Joel saw what 
more and more veterans were going 
through, he realized the system wasn’t 
working. Too many veterans, espe-
cially those with PTSD and other 
wounds of war beneath the surface, 
were getting caught up in courts that 
didn’t understand their unique needs 
and weren’t prepared or designed to 
help them get back on their feet. Be-
cause of Joel’s drive and vision, the 
Kitsap County Veterans Court was cre-
ated, with the goal of helping the men 
and women who sacrificed to defend 
our freedoms get a hand up when they 
were most in need. 

Having seen Joel’s efforts firsthand, I 
know without a doubt that his dedica-
tion to public service lifted countless 
others, especially veterans who have 
given our country so much, and helped 
them lead the fulfilling lives they de-
serve. I will always be grateful to Joel 
for his kindness, his generosity of spir-
it, and his determination to make a 
difference. My thoughts are with his 
family and all those who loved him.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID FITZ-GERALD 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize David Fitz- 
Gerald and congratulate him on his 
term as the chair of the ESOP Associa-
tion. David has been committed to ad-
vancing the employee ownership model 
in Vermont and around the country. 
For the last 2 years, David served as 
chair of the association, working to 
promote the interests of employee 
stock ownership plan, ESOP, compa-
nies across the country. 

In my State of Vermont, we have 
seen firsthand the many benefits that 
employee ownership can bring to busi-
nesses and employees. Study after 
study has shown that employee owner-
ship has been proven to spur employ-
ment, increase productivity, grow 
sales, and raise wages. During the last 
two recessions, companies with ESOPs 
were twice as likely to survive the 
downturn. 

David has been a vital ally in the ef-
forts to expand broad-based employee 
ownership and bolster middle-class jobs 
in our communities. As chair, David 
advocated for the ESOP business model 
and the benefits of worker ownership 
all across the country. I know many in 
the employee ownership community 
are so appreciative of David’s energy, 
motivation, and empowerment. Over 
the last 2 years, David dedicated much 
of his time and energy to expanding 
broad-based employee ownership to 
help create a sustainable economy that 
benefits all of us. 

In addition to his work as chair of 
the ESOP Association, David serves as 
a trustee for the Employee Ownership 

Foundation, working to promote em-
ployee ownership. He is a leader in the 
Vermont employee ownership commu-
nity and has been a crucial ally in our 
fight to expand employee ownership in 
our state and throughout the country. 
As we continue to work together to 
help the employee ownership model re-
alize its true potential, I know David 
will continue to be an invaluable part-
ner.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:37 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 615. An act to provide women and girls 
safe access to sanitation facilities in refugee 
camps. 

H.R. 753. An act to promote international 
exchanges on best election practices, cul-
tivate more secure democratic institutions 
around the world, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1359. An act to promote Internet ac-
cess in developing countries and update for-
eign policy toward the Internet, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 1952. An act to amend the Inter-
country Adoption Act of 2002 to require the 
Secretary of State to report on intercountry 
adoptions from countries which have signifi-
cantly reduced adoption rates involving im-
migration to the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2116. An act to enhance stabilization 
of conflict-affected areas and prevent vio-
lence and fragility globally, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 2480. An act to reauthorize the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 615. An act to provide women and girls 
safe access to sanitation facilities in refugee 
camps; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

H.R. 753. An act to promote international 
exchanges on best election practices, cul-
tivate more secure democratic institutions 
around the world, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

H.R. 1359. An act to promote Internet ac-
cess in developing countries and update for-
eign policy toward the Internet, and for 
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