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SENATE RESOLUTION 216—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
MADE BY THE MEN AND WOMEN
OF THE AIR FORCE WHO ARE
RESPONSIBLE FOR OPERATING
AND MAINTAINING THE GLOBAL
POSITIONING SYSTEM CON-
STELLATION AND AFFIRMING
THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTIN-
UOUS AVAILABILITY, ACCURACY,
EFFICIENCY, ROBUSTNESS, RELI-
ABILITY, AND RESILIENCY OF
THE GLOBAL POSITIONING SYS-
TEM CONSTELLATION

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. MERKLEY, and Ms. HASSAN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 216

Whereas the Global Positioning System
(referred to in this preamble as “GPS’’) of-
fers both military and civilian benefits of po-
sitioning, navigation, and timing services;

Whereas the GPS constellation is managed
and operated by the Air Force and consists
of more than 30 satellites operating at an al-
titude of approximately 12,5650 miles above
the Earth;

Whereas GPS precision timing allows for
accurate record management by major finan-
cial institutions, including detailed trans-
action management for large and small busi-
nesses;

Whereas GPS has proven to be an essential
tool in facilitating social and economic ac-
tivity around the world;

Whereas consumers overwhelmingly access
GPS using a variety of platforms, such as
smartphones and a wireless broadband con-
nection;

Whereas cities leverage GPS applications
to support Smart Cities initiatives that will
increase service efficiency, resulting in sav-
ings in time and money for taxpayers;

Whereas first responders use GPS to enable
more timely and accurate disaster response
and improve situational awareness and to
identify the location of 9-1-1 calls made from
wireless phones;

Whereas the safety of the rail systems in
the United States is improved by imple-
menting GPS-based positive train control
systems;

Whereas GPS-enabled applications and
services enhance the independence of indi-
viduals with visual impairments;

Whereas marine operations depend on GPS
for precise navigation as well as for deter-
mining location and measuring speed;

Whereas the land surveying and mapping
sector uses GPS to produce data that is more
accurate and reliable;

Whereas GPS-based time synchronization
assists power and utility companies in pro-
viding efficient power transmission and dis-
tribution;

Whereas smart grid infrastructure is in-
creasingly reliant on GPS for synchroni-
zation and system resilience;

Whereas GPS supports autonomous vehicle
development by complementing embedded
vehicle sensors to determine precise vehicle
location and improving safety;

Whereas the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion relies on GPS to improve all aspects of
aviation safety and efficiency, including by
providing greater precision and accuracy in
all phases of flight;

Whereas GPS is also essential for enabling
the Next Generation Air Transportation sys-
tem;

Whereas the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion relies on GPS to improve aviation safe-
ty by synchronizing reporting of hazardous
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weather with 45 Terminal Doppler Weather
Radars; and

Whereas economic contributions by GPS
include the following:

(1) In 2013, GPS provided economic benefits
with a mid-range estimated value of approxi-
mately $68,700,000,000 or 0.4 percent of the
gross domestic product of the United States.

(2) The Department of Homeland Security
identifies GPS as essential to 14 of the 16 in-
dustries that are classified as part of the na-
tion’s critical infrastructure.

(3) In 2013, GPS-enabled precision agri-
culture was estimated to save grain farmers
10 to 15 percent in operating costs and pur-
chased inputs and the broad economic ben-
efit of precision agriculture in grain farming
was estimated to provide a mid-range benefit
of $13,700,000,000.

(4) In 2013, GPS-enabled surveying was esti-
mated to produce a mid-range economic ben-
efit of $11,600,000,000.

(5) Globally, 3,600,000,000 Global Navigation
Satellite System devices were in use in 2014,
450,000,000 of which were in North America.

(6) In 2012, the Boston Consulting Group es-
timated that the geospatial services eco-
system, which is supported by GPS, drove
$1,600,000,000,000 in revenues and
$1,400,000,000,000 in cost savings throughout
the United States economy.

(7) GPS-enabled internet publishing, broad-
casting, and search portals accounted for
$170,781,000,000 in revenue in 2017 and sup-
ported over 275,000 jobs in 2017.

(8) GPS enables location-based services
that will enhance the over $568,470,000,000 app
economy, supporting an estimated 5,744,481
jobs across the United States in 2018.

(9) GPS has proven to be essential to the
foundation of the ridesharing industry
accessed on smartphones, valued by one esti-
mate to be over $61,000,000,000: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes—

(1) the contributions made by the men and
women of the Air Force who are responsible
for operating and maintaining the Global Po-
sitioning System constellation;

(2) the valuable contributions made by the
Department of Transportation in coordi-
nating interactions with the civil users of
the Global Positioning System; and

(3) the importance of continuous avail-
ability, accuracy, efficiency, robustness, re-
liability, and resiliency of the Global Posi-
tioning System constellation.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 217—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 7

THROUGH JUNE 9, 2019, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARE-
NESS WEEKEND” AND JUNE 2019

AS “NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY,
and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:
S. RES. 217

Whereas, each year in the United States,
more than—

(1) 36,000 individuals are killed and 100,000
individuals are injured by gunfire;

(2) 12,000 individuals are killed in homi-
cides involving firearms;

(3) 22,000 individuals commit suicide by
using firearms; and
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(4) 500 individuals are killed in uninten-
tional shootings;

Whereas, since 1968, more individuals have
died from guns in the United States than
have died on the battlefields of all the wars
in the history of the United States;

Whereas, by 1 count, in 2018 in the United
States, there were—

(1) 340 mass shooting incidents in which
not fewer than 4 people were Kkilled or
wounded by gunfire; and

(2) 103 incidents in which a gun was fired in
a school or college;

Whereas gun violence typically escalates
during the summer months;

Whereas nearly 2,900 children and teens are
killed by gun violence every year;

Whereas more than 6,300 people in the
United States under the age of 25 die because
of gun violence annually, including Hadiya
Pendleton, who, in 2013, was Kkilled at 15
years of age in Chicago while standing in a
park;

Whereas, on the first weekend of June 2019,
to recognize the 22nd birthday of Hadiya
Pendleton, people across the United States
will recognize National Gun Violence Aware-
ness Weekend and wear orange in tribute
to—

(1) Hadiya Pendleton and other victims of
gun violence; and

(2) the loved ones of those victims; and

Whereas June 2019 is an appropriate month
to designate as ‘‘National Gun Violence
Awareness Month”: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports—

(A) the designation of June 2019 as ‘‘Na-
tional Gun Violence Awareness Month’ and
the goals and ideals of that month; and

(B) the designation of June 7 through June
9, 2019, as ‘‘National Gun Violence Awareness
Weekend’”’, in remembrance of the victims of
gun violence; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to—

(A) promote greater awareness of gun vio-
lence and gun safety;

(B) wear orange, the color that hunters
wear to show that they are not targets, on
June 7 through June 9, 2019;

(C) concentrate heightened attention on
gun violence during the summer months,
when gun violence typically increases; and

(D) bring community members and leaders
together to discuss ways to make commu-
nities safer.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 18—SUPPORTING REPRO-
DUCTIVE HEALTH CARE IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANT-

WELL, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. COONS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
SCHATZ, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. LEAHY, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. TESTER, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.

SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HIRONO,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BOOKER, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. CORTEZ

MASTO, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. KAINE, Mr. REED, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KING, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Ms. SINEMA) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions:
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S. CON. RES. 18

Whereas Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973) up-
holds the constitutional right to privacy, in-
cluding in health care decisions and the
right to access abortion care;

Whereas Roe v. Wade demonstrates quality
legal reasoning and is consistent with re-
lated precedent since it was based on sound
legal principles first established in Griswold
v. Connecticut (1965) and Eisenstadt v. Baird
(1972), and repeatedly reaffirmed by the Su-
preme Court, including in Obergefell v.
Hodges (2015);

Whereas the facts that have developed
since Roe v. Wade was decided reaffirm that
people of the United States support the right
to choose, that abortion is a medically safe
procedure, and that access to reproductive
health care provides women with greater
economic opportunities;

Whereas the rights established in Roe v.
Wade have been relied upon in this country
for almost 50 years;

Whereas a majority of people of the United
States support access to abortion care;

Whereas, while the State of Alabama, the
State of Georgia, and other States passed
laws in 2019 that clearly seek to overturn
Roe v. Wade and are unconstitutional; mean-
while in 2018 there were over 60 bills intro-
duced in more than 21 States to protect and
expand access to reproductive care;

Whereas low-income individuals and
women of color are disproportionally im-
pacted by restricting access to abortion care;
and

Whereas when States have enacted laws in
violation of Roe v. Wade, health clinics close
and health care services disappear: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress sup-
ports efforts to—

(1) ensure that all women can access com-
prehensive, unbiased information and make
their own health care decisions;

(2) promote preventive health care services
for women;

(3) ensure that all women have access to
comprehensive, affordable health care that
includes pregnancy-related care, including
prenatal care, miscarriage management,
family planning services, abortion care,
labor and delivery services, and postnatal
care; and

(4) improve women’s access to reproductive
health care, regardless of the State in which
they reside.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 12 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
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on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to
conduct a hearing on the following
nominations: Daniel Habib Jorjani, of
Kentucky, to be Solicitor, and Mark
Lee Greenblatt, of Maryland, to be In-
spector General, both of the Depart-
ment of the Interior.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21,
2019, at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following mnominations: Pamela
Bates, of Virginia, to be Representative
of the United States of America to the
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development, with the rank of
Ambassador, and Christopher Landau,
of Maryland, to be Ambassador to the
United Mexican States, both of the De-
partment of State, Jennifer D.
Nordquist, of Virginia, to be United
States Executive Director of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Eliot Pedrosa, of Flor-
ida, to be United States Executive Di-
rector of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, and other pending nomina-
tions.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 21, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a
closed business meeting.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
of the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Monday, May 20, 2019,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 4:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL
The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 2:15 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER
The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
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authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, pursuant to Public Law
101-509, the reappointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member
of the Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress: Deborah Skaggs
Speth of Kentucky.

The Chair announces, on behalf of
the Secretary of the Senate, pursuant
to Public Law 101-509, the reappoint-
ment of the following individual to
serve as a member of the Advisory
Committee on the Records of Congress:
Sheryl B. Vogt of Georgia.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS MADE BY THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF THE AIR FORCE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 216, submitted earlier

today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 216) recognizing the
contributions made by the men and women
of the Air Force who are responsible for op-
erating and maintaining the Global Posi-
tioning System constellation and affirming
the importance of continuous availability,
accuracy, efficiency, robustness, reliability,
and resiliency of the Global Positioning Sys-
tem constellation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 22,
2019

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it

216) was
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