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as it relates to funding for FEMA and
California’s wildfires, as well as the
funding for the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture in terms of where
those moneys go for forestry, is wrong.
It is wrong; it is punitive; and it is
painful.

For the fires in California, 60 percent
are on U.S. forestry land. Therefore, to
be responsible, the United States needs
to do its part when these horrific fires
take place.

We do the same with hurricanes. We
do the same with tornadoes. We do the
same with floods. So it seems to me
that the President ought to reconsider
his actions toward California.

We are partners in trying to manage
both State and Federal lands not only
in California but around the country.
Therefore, the President’s actions
should be reconsidered.

It should not be punitive toward Cali-
fornia because, through no fault of our
own, we have had to deal with these
horrific circumstances, just like other
regions of the country have to deal
with natural disasters that are through
no fault of their own.

Let’s reconsider, Mr. President. Let’s
not be punitive toward California be-
cause of the tremendous devastation
that these fires have created.

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN THIS
MEMORIAL DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this weekend marks one
of our most solemn occasions, Memo-
rial Day, where we mourn those we
have lost in the defense of this Nation.

Many in this House will attend cere-
monies throughout the weekend and on
Memorial Day, which is observed annu-
ally on the last Monday of May.

The traditional Memorial Day dates
back to 1864 in Boalsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, my home county, where three
ladies decorated the graves of fallen
Civil War soldiers. The custom has con-
tinued every year since then.
Boalsburg still puts on a traditional
Memorial Day celebration, complete
with a parade, a community walk to
the cemetery, speeches, military re-
enactments, and much more.

We must never forget the unthink-
able pain for the families whose loved
ones have not returned home, and this
includes those missing in action and
prisoners of war. Currently, there are
more than 83,000 American service-
members who remain unaccounted for
from World War II, the Korean war,
and Vietnam.

While several nations have worked to
assist the United States in search and
recovery efforts, many challenges still
exist when it comes to negotiations
and operations. That is why today I
will introduce the Keeping Our Prom-
ise to MIAs/POWs resolution that ex-
presses a sense of Congress that any
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nation seeking to potentially enter
into a mutually beneficial trade agree-
ment with the United States should
provide reasonable access and coopera-
tion to help us recover our unac-
counted-for servicemembers.

This resolution sends a message that
this Nation will uphold its eternal
promise to our Armed Forces to always
work to bring our men and women
home, no matter the circumstances we
face, no matter the time that has
passed.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution, especially in advance of Me-
morial Day weekend. Mr. Speaker,
America will gather this weekend with
family members, friends, and neighbors
to remember those whom we have lost.
As we raise the Stars and Stripes, as
we lay wreaths at monuments and me-
morials and cemeteries, as we march in
parades and attend services, let us re-
member that our freedom is thanks to
those who died in sacrifice.

May God bless them, and may God
bless the United States of America.

————
HONORING ALICE RIVLIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. SHALALA) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SHALALA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
celebrate the life of one of the greatest
public servants of any age, the indomi-
table Alice Rivlin, who died of cancer
last week.

An intellectual giant with Mid-
western sensibilities, she had a resume
that would never be matched: Assist-
ant Secretary for Policy and Evalua-
tion at HEW, founding Director of the
Congressional Budget Office, Director
of the Office of Management and Budg-
et, president of the American Eco-
nomic Association, and Vice Chair of
the Federal Reserve.

In between her government service,
she sat on a high perch at the Brook-
ings Institution, producing rigorous,
centrist, and insightful books and arti-
cles on a wide range of Federal poli-
cies.

In her spare time, she was credited
with saving D.C. from bankruptcy. She
never forgot her responsibility to her
adopted hometown.

Alice was deeply respected and be-
loved by her peers and politicians of
both parties. She was one of the first
recipients of a MacArthur Foundation
genius award, a tribute to her skill in
building one of the most important
public institutions of our lifetime, the
CBO.

Her sustained contributions to public
policy analysis have fundamentally
shaped our thinking about the impact
of public programs and the budget.
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She also constantly reminded us that
when we refuse to use evidence in mak-
ing policy decisions, we do so at our
country’s peril.

Alice Rivlin was my dear friend. I
met her here in D.C. as a newly minted
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Ph.D. She was already famous for her
classic book, ‘“‘Systematic Thinking for
Social Action.”

She was funny, warm, generous, and
welcoming. She wanted all of us new-
comers to love her adopted city as
much as she did.

When I returned to Washington to
join the Clinton Cabinet, Alice, along
with her friend Meg Greenfield, the
powerhouse editorial page editor of the
Post, and Post publisher Katherine
Graham, formed the Smart Women’s
Club. They invited me to join them in
hilarious dinners with interesting
guests, a high point in my career.

One of my fondest memories of Alice
took place on a day in the 1980s when I
was still in New York. She called me
and asked if I could take a month off to
go to Kashmir to trek in the
Himalayas. What an adventure, the be-
ginning of decades of trekking in some
of the most interesting places on Earth
with friends and her patient husband,
Sid Winter, himself a world-class econ-
omist.

You learn a lot about people when
you share a narrow ledge in a rain-
storm on some of the highest moun-
tains in the world. Alice was tenacious,
brave, cheerful, and the kindest and
nicest person I have ever known.

She was a legend, renowned for men-
toring younger colleagues and helping
people of all walks of life with their
challenges.

Hers was more than a life well lived.
She was a patriot who loved her coun-
try and her city, and she served both
with extraordinary skill and passion.

———

HONORING 320TH BARRAGE
BALLOON BATTALION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 56 minutes.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of Memorial Day and
the upcoming 756th anniversary of D-
day to recognize and raise awareness
about the 320th Barrage Balloon Bat-
talion. It was an all-Black battalion
that made considerable contributions
during D-day.

Until recently, the 320th battalion’s
sacrifices and bravery have been vir-
tually unrecognized. Until the recent
book ‘‘Forgotten: The Untold Story of
D-Day’s Black Heroes, at Home and at
War” by Linda Hervieux, the story had
really gone untold. People didn’t really
know about it.

It is notable that one of the soldiers
who is featured in the book—his name
is Wilson Monk—his quote to the au-
thor when she called him was, “I've
been waiting for this call for over 50
years.”

When we look back at the social in-
justices of the 1940s during Jim Crow,
it is clear that the social discrimina-
tion created momentum for the civil
rights protests in the 1950s and 1960s.
The lunch counter sit-ins in Mont-
gomery and the words of Dr. Martin
Luther King, the social injustices that
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were in the news—sadly, always in the
news—are documented very well in our
textbooks, but much of the military
discrimination against African Ameri-
cans was not documented very well.

I want to take a minute today to
thank those African American soldiers
who fought during World War II for
their valor and sacrifice for our coun-
try.

You may not have heard of the 320th
battalion, but on the morning of June
6, 1944, the unit of African American
soldiers landed on the beaches of
France. Their orders were to man a
curtain of armed balloons meant to
deter enemy aircraft. They flew at an
altitude of about 200 feet to defend sol-
diers landing on the beaches against
strafing attacks by German aircraft.
The battalion served 140 days in
France.

One member of the 320th battalion
wounded in battle, Waverly B. Wood-
son, Jr., would later be nominated for
the Medal of Honor, an award he would
never receive.

The Nation’s highest decorations
were not given to African American
soldiers in World War II. Members of
the 320th battalion, the first African
American battalion, which included
hundreds of soldiers, were sent abroad
to fight for liberties denied to them at
home.

The story of the 320th battalion is a
narrative of perseverance in the face of
injustice.

BEarlier this week, I had the pleasure
to be invited by Representative KATH-
ERINE CLARK from Massachusetts to go
hear the story of “D-Day Girls: The
Spies Who Armed the Resistance, Sabo-
taged the Nazis, and Helped Win World
War II”” by women who played a very
crucial role in the military and
spycraft that helped us during World
War II. Of course, throughout time,
much of their role was relegated to
being said that they were secretaries
and answered phones, but they played
very critical roles.

I know one of my former constitu-
ents who passed away not too long ago,
Robert Starr, was part of an ambula-
tory crew that helped pick up the
wounded and remains of people who
were dead on the beaches of Normandy.
Again, the story told was that African
American soldiers worked in that role
but that they were not part of the ini-
tial invasion.

Sadly, that has been memorialized in
Hollywood, as well. I think one of the
best movies about D-day of all time is
“The Longest Day,” a great, great
movie. But, of course, there were no
African American soldiers depicted in
that movie. ‘“‘Saving Private Ryan,”
another great movie, but, again, no Af-
rican American soldiers were depicted
in that movie, sadly.

It is my hope that we can raise more
awareness about the 320th Barrage Bal-
loon Battalion, these men who fought
so bravely during World War II, so that
they, too, will not just be memorialized
in the textbooks but that their story
will be brought to Hollywood.
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I am certain that there is a Rob
Reiner or a Steven Spielberg or a Spike
Lee or someone out there who will help
tell the story of these women who
fought during World War II and helped
the resistance and also these African
American soldiers whose stories have
not been told.

It is absolutely amazing to me that
there are many African Americans in
this country even who, if you ask
them, they think that there were no
Black soldiers who fought during D-
day. It is a story that has been allowed
to be falsely perpetuated for far too
long. It is time that we raise awareness
about the 320th battalion and the great
sacrifices that they made for this coun-
try.

CONGRATULATING MEL SHOWERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mel Showers upon
his retirement from WKRG in Mobile,
Alabama, after a remarkable 50-year
career.

Mel holds a special place in the
hearts of many in southwest Alabama
and the Florida panhandle. So many
grew up watching his reporting and
grew to trust him over the years.

Mel’s career is notable not only be-
cause of its length, but also because of
the barriers he overcame to become
one of the first African American re-
porters and, later, anchors in the Deep
South. A man of lesser perseverance
and integrity could not have overcome
these obstacles with such grace.

Mel deserves our utmost respect, and
we will miss seeing him every evening.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mel. I
offer my heartfelt thanks for his many
contributions to our community over
the years, and I wish him the best of
luck in his retirement.

REMEMBERING BILLY MIDDLETON

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mourn the loss of the long-
time mayor of Loxley, Alabama, Billy
Middleton. After a long, hard-fought
battle, Mayor Middleton succumbed to
cancer last week at 78 years old.

Billy was first elected mayor in 1988,
and before his passing, he was serving a
remarkable seventh term.

His longevity was no accident. A
former marine, Mayor Middleton was a
true public servant whose dedication to
his community extended far beyond his
official duties and endeared him to the
people of southwest Alabama. His com-
munity is better because he was a part
of it.

Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincerest
condolences to his wife, Lilly, and the
many family and friends he leaves be-
hind. Billy’s memory and service to the
close-knit town of Loxley will last long
beyond his death.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair

H4073

declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 38
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BERA) at noon.

——————

PRAYER

Reverend William Johnson, Imman-
uel United Church of Christ, Ellinwood,
Kansas, offered the following prayer:

O God, we pause to recall and thank
You for the blessings we have enjoyed
down through the ages. These blessings
You give us so often come by the hand
of others.

Thank You for the Honorable men
and women of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and all those in service of
our great Nation.

As we approach Memorial Day, we
gratefully remember men and women
of the Armed Forces of the past, the
present, and future.

Let us remember greatness is not the
number of people that serve us but the
number of people that we serve. Look-
ing to past servants, let us do well the
task that has been given our hands to
do. May the season of graduation in-
spire us to grow in knowledge in order
to equip ourselves as servants and citi-
zens for God and country.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND WILLIAM
JOHNSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MARSHALL) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I am
often asked about what I value in life,
and I speak of the four pillars of my
life: faith, family, community, and
education. Today I honor faith.
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