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taxes. But imagine paying Federal 
taxes when you don’t have anything to 
say about the amount of those taxes or 
anything else about those taxes. 

Imagine being number one per capita 
in Federal taxes to support your coun-
try and yet having no final vote on this 
House floor when those taxes are 
raised, when, for example, there has 
been a massive tax cut that went to 
the great benefit, as it turned out, of 
corporations and the very well-off. 

For the District of Columbia, I could 
speak on that bill but I could not vote 
on that bill, even though I represent 
those who will pay the highest amount 
in taxes pursuant to that bill. 

So taxation without representation 
is not simply a slogan for the people I 
represent. It has real meaning, as real 
for us as it did for the Framers. They 
were willing to risk treasonous acts in 
order not to pay taxes without rep-
resentation. 

As the United States stands, today as 
a Nation, we are in violation of treaties 
the United States has signed because 
we do not grant full and equal rights to 
the residents of the Nation’s Capital. 

For example, our country, in 1977, 
signed the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. The Human 
Rights Committee, which has oversight 
over that treaty, has since said that 
the United Nations delegation to the 
U.N. ‘‘ . . . remains concerned that 
residents of the District of Columbia do 
not enjoy full representation in Con-
gress, a restriction which does not 
seem to be compatible with article 25 
of the covenant,’’ the covenant that 
the United States has signed, in viola-
tion of all our country stands for and 
in violation of international law. 

So, as this Memorial Day comes, I 
come to the floor simply to remind my 
colleagues of what it means for those 
of us who live in our Nation’s Capital. 
Even though on this Memorial Day we 
recall the Memorial Days that have 
gone ahead, commemorating the resi-
dents of this city who have fought and 
died in every war, I believe we should 
particularly note the first African 
American general, who happened to be 
born and raised in the District of Co-
lumbia; the first African American Air 
Force general, who was born and raised 
in the District of Columbia; the first 
African American Naval Academy 
graduate, born and raised in the Dis-
trict of Columbia; and the first African 
American Air Force Academy grad-
uate, born and raised in the District of 
Columbia. 

I cite these African Americans be-
cause they served, all of them, when 
the District was a segregated city. And 
when I say the District was a seg-
regated city, understand that this was 
a majority-White city and has been a 
majority-White city for most of its 218 
years as a city. 

And yet African Americans and 
Whites have been treated in exactly 
the same way, as second-class and per-
haps worse. 

On Monday, the last Monday in May, 
Memorial Day will mean perhaps more 

to the residents of our Nation’s Capital 
than anywhere else, and particularly to 
our veterans who are still living here. 
We cannot help but remember that in 
World War I the District lost more 
lives than three States. 

And, therefore, on Memorial Day, 
2019, as I remember at our casualties, I 
speak on this House floor for every 
resident, for every veteran, and, I be-
lieve, for every American when I say 
all Americans, those who live, those 
who have died, and those who continue 
to serve, are entitled to full and equal 
rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 

Mr. HOYER) for today on account of 
business in the district. 

Mr. JEFFRIES (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of com-
mencement address. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 1 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, May 24, 2019, at 11 a.m. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas: Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1716. A 
bill to direct the Secretary of Commerce, 
acting through the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, to conduct coastal community vulner-
ability assessments related to ocean acidifi-
cation, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 116–81). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas: Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 988. A 
bill to provide for a study by the Ocean Stud-
ies Board of the National Academies of 
Science examining the impact of ocean acidi-
fication and other stressors in estuarine en-
vironments; with amendments (Rept. 116–82 
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Ms. KAPTUR: Committee on Appropria-
tions. H.R. 2960. A bill Making appropria-
tions for energy and water development and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2020, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 116–83). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY: Committee on Appro-
priations. H.R. 2968. A bill Making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 116–84). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on Natural Resources dis-

charged from further consideration. 
H.R. 988 referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

CONSENSUS CALENDAR 
Under clause 7 of rule XV, the fol-

lowing motion was filed with the Clerk: 
Motion No. 3, May 23, 2019 by Mr. 
SCHRADER on H.R. 693. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. MCBATH (for herself and Mr. 
STEUBE): 

H.R. 2938. A bill to exempt from the cal-
culation of monthly income certain benefits 
paid by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the Department of Defense; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. NAPOLITANO (for herself, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 
Georgia, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. ROUDA, 
Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr. GARAMENDI): 

H.R. 2939. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to clarify the use of certain 
taxes and revenues; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois 
(for himself and Mrs. WALORSKI): 

H.R. 2940. A bill to extend the program of 
block grants to States for temporary assist-
ance for needy families and related programs 
through September 30, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself, Mr. 
CISNEROS, and Ms. STEFANIK): 

H.R. 2941. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretaries of the military 
departments to encourage female members 
who separate or retire from the Armed 
Forces during fiscal year 2020 to participate 
in the Women’s Health Transition Training 
pilot program of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addition 
to the Committee on Armed Services, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CISNEROS (for himself and Ms. 
HOULAHAN): 

H.R. 2942. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out the Women’s 
Health Transition Training pilot program 
through at least fiscal year 2020, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. CISNEROS: 
H.R. 2943. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to make all fact sheets of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
English and Spanish; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CISNEROS: 
H.R. 2944. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to establish a public-private ex-
change program for the acquisition work-
force,; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. BISHOP of Utah: 
H.R. 2945. A bill to provide for the indefi-

nite duration of certain military land with-
drawals, to improve the management of 
lands currently subject to such withdrawals, 
to make the management of such lands more 
transparent, and for other purposes; to the 
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