May 23, 2019

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill, as amended,
pass?

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) and the

Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

YOUNG). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?
The result was announced—yeas 97,
nays 1, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 127 Leg.]

YEAS—97

Alexander Gardner Portman
Baldwin Gillibrand Reed
Barrasso Graham Risch
Bennet Grassley Roberts
Blackburn Harris Romney
Blumenthal Hassan Rosen
Blunt Hawley Rubio
Booker Hfamrlch Sanders
Boozman Hirono S

asse
Braun Hoeven Schatz
Brown Hyde-Smith Sch )
Burr Isakson chumer
Cantwell Johnson Scott (FL)
Capito Jones Scott (SC)
Cardin Kaine Shaheen
Carper Kennedy Shelby
Casey King Sinema
Cassidy Klobuchar Smith
Collins Lankford Stabenow
Coons Leahy Sullivan
Cornyn Lee Tester
Cortez Masto Manchin Thune
Cotton Markey Tillis
Cramer McConnell Toomey
Crapo McSally Udall
Daines Moridey Van Hollen

v
Duckworth Moran g:ﬁ}:ﬁ
Durbin Murkowski Whiteh.
Enzi Murphy ,lke ouse
Ernst Murray Wicker
Feinstein Perdue Wyden
Fischer Peters Young
NAYS—1
Paul
NOT VOTING—2
Inhofe Rounds
The bill (S. 151), as amended, was

passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table.

The Senator from Texas.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MEMORIAL DAY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this is
the weekend before Memorial Day, and
we will be honoring the brave men and
women who have served our Nation and
who gave their lives to protect the very
freedoms that we enjoy today.

Ronald Reagan said:

Freedom is never more than one genera-
tion away from extinction. We didn’t pass it
to our children in the bloodstream. It must
be fought for, protected, and handed on for
them to do the same.

Our Nation is incredibly fortunate
and grateful to have had no shortage of
those who are ready to lead that fight.
Throughout our history, brave men and
women have answered the call to serve
our country. Whether they answered
the call nearly 250 years ago to fight
for our independence or in recent years
to combat the global threat of ter-
rorism, all of them are our heroes.

I have always had tremendous admi-
ration for our servicemembers—some-
thing instilled in me from an early age
because of my dad’s military service.
He was a B-17 pilot in the Army Air
Corps and flew with the Hell’s Angels
in the 303rd Bomb Group out of the 8th
Air Force in World War II. On his 26th
mission over Germany, after leaving
the base in Molesworth, England, and
flying over the English Channel to Ger-
many, he was shot down and captured
as a prisoner of war. By the grace of
God, he survived the Nazi prison camp
where he was interned for the last 4
months of the war.

My dad went on to serve in the Air
Force for 31 years and retired as what
we affectionately called a full-bird
colonel. Both during and after his serv-
ice, he was an unabashed patriot and
demonstrated every day to us, his chil-
dren and family, what it meant to self-
lessly serve your country.

While my dad made it home after the
war, many of his friends and comrades
did not. Like the great soldiers before
them, and many after, they laid down
their lives in service to our country
and the values we embrace as a nation.

This Memorial Day, we remember the
fallen and thank them for the ultimate
sacrifice to preserve our way of life. We
mourn their loss and celebrate the
great gift they have bestowed upon us
and the freedoms they protected.

Since last Memorial Day, we have
lost some incredible servicemembers
who call Texas home. In December, we
said good-bye to Richard Overton,
American’s oldest World War II vet-
eran. At the ripe old age of 112, he had
a lot of wisdom to share, including a
few unlikely tips for living a long life,
like enjoying a little bit of whiskey in
your morning coffee and smoking ci-
gars.

In April, we mourned the loss of
Richard Cole, the 103-year-old World
War II veteran who was part of the
Doolittle Raiders. He and his brothers
in arms carried out a strike on fac-
tories and military installations in
Tokyo, against enormous odds, pro-
viding a desperately needed morale
boost after the attack on Pearl Harbor.

S3077

Just last week, we said farewell to
another member of the Greatest Gen-
eration, 100-year-old Bill Hayes. Colo-
nel Hayes was one of the last living
Pearl Harbor veterans and spent nearly
four decades serving in the U.S. Army.

While we honor those who served in
the past, we also celebrate those serv-
ing now and the young men and women
who one day will put on a uniform.

In just a few days, I will have the
privilege of speaking to young Texans
who will be attending one of our coun-
try’s five prestigious military service
academies. I hold the sendoff each year
in Texas to meet the next generation of
our military leaders and to thank them
for their willingness to serve our coun-
try in uniform.

Today, in advance of this holiday
weekend, I would like to say thank you
to the men and women stationed across
my State and the veterans who call
Texas home.

On behalf of a grateful nation, thank
you to all the brave men and women
who lost their lives while fighting for
our freedoms. We will never forget your
service or your sacrifice.

DISASTER RELIEF

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, on an-
other matter, we were all hoping that
the Senate would soon be able to vote
on a disaster aid bill that would send
funds to States throughout the South-
east and Midwest that continue to bat-
tle with the impacts of severe weather.

When a hurricane, tornado, wildfire,
or whatever the case may be, hits your
State, securing funds to help with re-
lief and recovery becomes priority No.
1. I know because after Texas was hit
by Hurricane Harvey in 2017, I worked
with the entire bipartisan Texas dele-
gation to secure funding that would
help both with the immediate after-
math and long-term recovery and re-
building efforts.

We received tremendous support from
our colleagues here in Congress, as well
as President Trump, in making sure
that Texas communities had the fund-
ing and resources they needed. Our
State has made a great deal of progress
since Hurricane Harvey hit, and most
Texans have returned to some sense of
normalcy, but the recovery process is
not over.

In February of last year, Congress
appropriated more than $28 billion in
community development block grants
for disaster recovery, with roughly $12
billion intended specifically for mitiga-
tion purposes. About $4 billion of that
was designated for Texas to fund
projects that will improve resiliency
and help us prepare for future storms.
But as Texans who continue to recover
from Hurricane Harvey have learned,
getting a disaster relief bill passed in
Congress and signed by the President
doesn’t mean the check is in the mail.

It has now been 15 months since that
bill was signed, and Texans haven’t
seen a penny of it. Despite numerous
attempts to get the funding untangled
from the redtape at the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, we are still wait-
ing.
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