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Timothy Ryan Harrison, and ending 
Rachel Lynne Vanderberg, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate 
and appeared in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD of April 10, 2019. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate vote on the 
nominations en bloc with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table en bloc; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; that no further motions be in 
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Fitzpatrick, 
Byrnes, Brink, Daigle, Klimow, Gunter, 
and Gilmore nominations and all nomi-
nations on the Secretary’s Desk in the 
Foreign Service en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 187 and 215. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The bill clerk read the nominations 
of John Barsa, of Florida, to be an As-
sistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment and Richard C. Parker, of 
North Carolina, to be an Assistant Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agen-
cy for International Development. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Barsa and 
Parker nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALVIN H. PERRY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today it is my high honor to pay trib-
ute to a genuine Kentucky hero. As a 
member of the greatest generation, 
Alvin H. Perry of Wilmore, KY, per-
sonifies the greatest values of our Na-
tion. In the Second World War, he 
fought with the Allied forces of free-
dom to defeat one of the greatest evils 
the world has ever known. In doing so, 
Alvin earned the lasting admiration of 
his countrymen and the gratitude of 
the free world. 

To commemorate the 75th anniver-
sary of D-day, the largest amphibious 
invasion in world history, the French 
Republic will express its thanks and re-
spect to Alvin in a special way. At a 
ceremony in Wilmore, the Consul Gen-
eral of France responsible for Ken-
tucky Guillaume Lacroix will present 
Alvin, now 95, with his nation’s highest 
distinction: the Legion of Honor Medal. 

The American and French people 
share a unique bond of friendship. As 
our consequential ally during the War 
of Independence, our two countries 
stood shoulder-to-shoulder in the pur-
suit of liberty and equality. Years 
later, millions of American soldiers 
would fight in France to defend those 
same principles. More than 100,000 of 
them would make the ultimate sac-
rifice there, and tens of thousands of 
our heroic fallen rest in French soil 
forevermore. 

There is perhaps no better display of 
this brotherhood among nations than 
the events during Operation Overlord. 
On the beaches of Normandy and across 
the French countryside, American 
forces once more came to the defense 
of our friends and our shared ideals. It 
was during the Battle of Normandy 
that PFC Alvin Perry and his 331st In-
fantry Regiment, 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion, took their first steps onto the Eu-
ropean continent fighting for the lib-
eration of France. 

During the battle, Alvin was wound-
ed, struck with a bullet in his shoulder. 
He was unable to receive proper med-
ical attention and, along with other 
members of his unit, was later cap-
tured by the enemy. Alvin spent the 
following 10 months as a prisoner of 
war near Munich, where he endured 
brutal conditions and forced labor in a 
Nazi camp. He struggled each day, rely-
ing upon aid parcels for survival. But 
through all his hardships, Alvin never 
faltered or resigned to defeat. At long 
last, it was the sight of an Allied tank 
that finally meant liberation for this 
brave soldier. It also marked the end of 
his wartime service. Like his father 
and brother who also served in uni-
form, Alvin bravely defended our de-
mocracy and our American way of life. 

When Alvin returned home to Ken-
tucky, he was adorned with the Pris-
oner of War Medal, the Purple Heart 
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, and 
the World War II Victory Medal for his 
intrepid service in France. Now, after 
more than seven decades, Alvin will 
add another well-deserved decoration. 

Originally founded by Napoleon Bo-
naparte in 1802, the National Order of 
the Legion of Honor is bestowed only 
on those who render the highest levels 
of service to the French Republic and 
her people. Receiving the honor, Alvin 
joins a distinguished membership that 
includes Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell, General George C. Patton, and 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Our Nation’s veterans deserve our ut-
most respect and gratitude, and I am 
grateful for the chance to honor this 
particular hero. So, it is my sincere 
privilege to congratulate Alvin for re-
ceiving this impressive distinction. 
Through his service and sacrifice, he 
has made us all quite proud. I ask my 
Senate colleagues to join me, the peo-
ple of Kentucky, and the French Re-
public in thanking Alvin Perry for his 
service to the cause of human freedom. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent from votes number 
128 and number 129 due to the birth of 
my granddaughter, Josephine Emily 
Durbin. Had I been present, I would 
have voted yea to waive the Budget 
Act with respect to the emergency 
spending to help the States and Terri-
tories impacted by storms and other 
natural disasters. I would have voted 
yea on passage of H.R. 2157, as amended 
by the Shelby-Leahy substitute amend-
ment, as well. 

f 

NDAA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, Demo-
crats continue to propose thoughtful, 
effective solutions to the humanitarian 
crisis at our southern border. 

In February, after the President fi-
nally ended his government shutdown, 
I helped write an omnibus appropria-
tions bill that included $564 million for 
inspection equipment at ports of entry 
to detect lethal narcotics and $414 mil-
lion for humanitarian assistance at the 
border. 

Last week, I and a number of my col-
leagues are reintroducing a comprehen-
sive bill to address the root causes of 
the humanitarian crisis coming out of 
the Northern Triangle. Our bill cracks 
down on cartels and traffickers, pro-
vides for in-country processing so that 
refugees can seek protection without 
making a dangerous northbound jour-
ney, expands third-country resettle-
ment in the region, and eliminates im-
migration court backlogs. 

I note with regret that the President 
and his political appointees in the De-
partment of Defense have other prior-
ities. They continue to take from our 
military and ignore our military’s 
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