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Daniel Inouye, who became the highest
ranking Asian-American politician in
our Nation’s history when he became
the President pro tempore of the Sen-
ate. Beyond elected office, Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders constitute
an indispensable portion of the civil
service at all levels of government.
There, too, they have clearly dem-
onstrated the commitment they have
to their community.

In addition to the many contribu-
tions made by individuals, Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders have also
imprinted onto our society the marks
of distinctive cultures. Though perhaps
taken for granted today, many ubiq-
uitous aspects of American life and
identity ultimately derive from the
men and women who brought pieces of
their home countries with them when
they came to the United States. From
philosophy to religion and entertain-
ment to cuisine, Asian and Pacific Is-
lander cultures have helped influence
and form the American way of life as
we know it today.

As minorities, many Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders have en-
dured persistent forms of systemic rac-
ism that still have yet to be eradi-
cated. Historically, countless individ-
uals were denied the same rights as
other Americans and were even ex-
cluded from citizenship. Laws barred
many from working in certain fields
and codified school segregation and
prohibitions on property and business
ownership. Immigration itself became
a target of exclusionary policies that
prohibited immigrants of certain
ethnicities from coming to the United
States. Widespread =xenophobia, cap-
tured best by the ‘““Yellow Peril,”” dehu-
manized entire communities and in-
stilled prejudice in the hearts of many
Americans. This discrimination
reached a peak when President Roo-
sevelt ordered the incarceration of over
100,000 Japanese Americans in intern-
ment camps as war began with the Em-
pire of Japan in World War II.

Although we have made much
progress in recent decades, we still face
persistent issues of xenophobia, under-
representation, and discrimination. Op-
portunities such as Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month allow us to
educate all Americans and spread the
stories and perspectives unique to this
community. We must do all that we
can to bridge the divide by supporting
policies and ideas of acceptance and
equality. There is still much work to
be done, but with the effort of all of
our community acting together, I be-
lieve we can reach our goal.

Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers represent more than just a demo-
graphic category. They are our neigh-
bors and coworkers, our friends and
family. They are small business owners
and entrepreneurs who have helped
transform our economy for the better.
They are prize-winning scientists and
researchers who have made countless
discoveries that have advanced our
knowledge. They are creative artists
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and performers who have captured our
emotions and introduced us to innova-
tive concepts. In short, Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders represent an
essential pillar of the United States.
Their story in this country reaches
back to its very founding, and it will
only continue to shine on for the entire
world to see, for they are, above all,
Americans.

———

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS O’LOUGHLIN

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President,
each Memorial Day we, as Americans,
take time to honor the heroes who
gave their lives in service to our coun-
try, from those who died in the cre-
ation of this great Nation to those who
today risk their lives in the most dan-
gerous corners of the world.

As we approach this Memorial Day, I
want to take a moment to honor the
heroes still among us who served in the
Second World War. There are fewer
than half a million of these veterans
still living, and we lose more than 300
every day.

These men and women of the World
War II era are truly heroes here among
us. In the great battle between good
and evil, these heroes advanced over
rough terrain against bombs and bul-
lets and tanks.

Today, their battle is against the un-
relenting march of time and the ines-
capable effects of aging. For these vet-
erans, whose valor many of us only
know from history books or movies, we
still have the opportunity and sacred
duty to express our gratitude, so we
honor them as we aspire to be greater
than we are. If we desire to serve more
than ourselves, we must honor them.

On this Memorial Day, I take time to
draw special attention to one of these
heroes, who is now hospitalized in Mis-
sissippi.

Ninety-four years ago, Thomas
O’Loughlin was born in an Irish-Catho-
lic community in New Jersey. When his
country called him to war, Tom re-
sponded and made his first trip to Mis-
sissippi, courtesy of the U.S. Army, for
training at Camp Shelby. He deployed
to the European Theater where, in Jan-
uary 1944, he was captured by the Axis
forces and held as prisoner of war for
more than a year before liberation.
Following the war, Tom served as a
guard during the Nuremberg Trials of
Nazi war criminals. One of the pris-
oners in his charge was Deputy Fuhrer
Rudolf Hess.

Following the Nuremberg Trials,
Tom continued serving his country in
the Armed Forces, once again serving
in combat with the 8l11th Engineer
Aviation Battalion assigned to the
Fifth Air Force in Korea. He returned
to civilian life in 1952, eventually mak-
ing his way back to Mississippi. Keep-
ing his Jersey accent and Irish sparkle,
Tom made Mississippi his home and
married Rachel Pitts, a Southern belle.
They settled down in Laurel, MS, and
like many members of the Greatest
Generation, Tom dedicated himself to
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serving his community as a sponsor for
those facing addiction. Even now, he
calls from his hospital bed to encour-
age sobriety and offer support to those
who still turn to him for help.

To honor Tom O’Loughlin, I had a
U.S. flag flown over the U.S. Capitol. I
pray his health returns, and I ask we
all offer prayers of gratitude for Tom
and the other World War II veterans
across our country, for they truly are
heroes here among us.

——————

TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY
ABRAHAMSON

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize the remarkable ca-
reer and legacy of Justice Shirley
Abrahamson as she retires from the
Wisconsin Supreme Court. Justice
Abrahamson has a long and distin-
guished career upholding the law on
Wisconsin’s highest court. Her unparal-
leled commitment to justice has pro-
moted a fair and impartial judicial sys-
tem while greatly contributing to the
promotion of equal rights in Wisconsin.

Justice Abraham’s exceptional career
had modest beginnings in New York
City. Her parents were Polish immi-
grants who started a grocery store in
Manhattan. Her passion for the law
started at the tender age of 6, when she
decided she wanted to become a lawyer.
She was a dedicated student, earning
honors in high school and college.

Justice Abrahamson graduated
magna cum laude with bachelor’s de-
gree from New York University in 1953.
She earned a law degree with high dis-
tinction from Indiana University in
1956 and a doctor of law in American
legal history from the University of
Wisconsin Law School in 1962. Before
her appointment to the Wisconsin Su-
preme Court, Justice Abrahamson
practiced law in the private sector for
14 years and was a distinguished pro-
fessor at the University of Wisconsin
Law School.

In 1976, Shirley Abrahamson broke
the glass ceiling in Wisconsin’s judicial
system by becoming the first female
justice on the Wisconsin Supreme
Court. She again made history in 1996
when she became the first woman to
serve as chief justice. After winning
four elections and serving a total of 42
years, Justice Abrahamson is now the
longest serving supreme court justice
in State history.

Though her career is punctuated by
countless achievements and distinc-
tions, Justice Abrahamson’s path to
success was anything but easy. Despite
a multitude of academic distinctions
and an unprecedented affinity for the
law, Justice Abrahamson was met with
a demoralizing wave of sexism when
she entered the legal profession in the
1950s. The dean of the Indiana Univer-
sity Law School traditionally placed
the top student from each graduating
class at the largest law firm in Indian-
apolis; yet after graduating first in her
class from the university in 1956, the
dean told Justice Abrahamson he could
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