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and education. She introduced the first
childcare bill in the House. Patsy’s
name is forever linked with the passage
of Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, which she coauthored
and fought for relentlessly. This act is
now named the Patsy T. Mink and Lou-
ise M. Slaughter Gender Equity in Edu-
cation Act. Title IX provides women
and girls equal access to higher edu-
cation and protection from sexual har-
assment, and prohibits gender discrimi-
nation in all educational activities, no-
tably in athletics. Representative Mink
often said, ‘It is easy enough to vote
right and be consistently with the ma-
jority. But it is more often more im-
portant to be ahead of the majority.” I
know our country can remain forward-
thinking by ensuring that young
women and minorities are given equal
opportunity.

Representative Mink was one of only
eleven women to serve in the House of
Representatives in 1964, and she be-
came one of the longest-serving women
in Congress. She shattered the glass
ceiling during a time when women were
not seen as leaders, especially not in
Congress. Representative Mink con-
tinues to be an inspiration to many,
and her legacy lives on in schools, uni-
versities, and here, in Congress. Last
year, a record number of women ran for
public office and were elected. With 102
women elected to serve in the House of
Representatives and 25 women in the
Senate, the 116th Congress is the most
diverse yet. Patsy would have been de-
lighted.

In 2007, upon my election to the U.S.
House, I was proud to cast my first
vote in support of NANCY PELOSI for
speaker and did so in memory of Patsy
Mink. Earlier, Speaker PELOSI told me
that Representative Mink was the first
person to tell her that ‘‘one day, you're
going to be speaker.” Patsy would have
loved to have been there to see her
words come true for her friend, NANCY.

The last time I saw Patsy was when
both of us were in the Kailua 4th of
July parade in 2002. She asked me to
have lunch with her. I have a picture of
us from that day and it is a poignant
reminder of my friend Patsy and her
attitude of never giving up and perse-
vering because our work is not done.
She is a continuing inspiration to me.

I yield the floor.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 220—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF JUNE

2019 AS “‘NATIONAL POST-TRAU-
MATIC STRESS AWARENESS
MONTH” AND JUNE 27, 2019, AS
“NATIONAL POST-TRAUMATIC

STRESS AWARENESS DAY

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. BALDWIN,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
CoOoNs, Mr. DAINES, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. TESTER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr.
HOEVEN, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. COLLINS,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mrs.
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SHAHEEN, Mr. YOUNG, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. REED, and Mr.
BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 220

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Armed Forces, who proudly serve the United
States, risk their lives to protect the free-
dom of the people of the United States and
deserve the investment of every possible re-
source to ensure their lasting physical, men-
tal, and emotional well-being;

Whereas more than 2,770,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed overseas
since the events of September 11, 2001, and
have served in places such as Afghanistan
and Iraq;

Whereas the current generation of men and
women in the Armed Forces has sustained a
high rate of operational deployments, with
many members of the Armed Forces serving
overseas multiple times, placing those mem-
bers at high risk of experiencing combat
stress;

Whereas, when left untreated, exposure to
traumatic combat stress can lead to post-
traumatic stress, sometimes referred to as
post-traumatic stress disorder (in this pre-
amble referred to as “PTSD’’) or post-trau-
matic stress injury;

Whereas men and women of the Armed
Forces and veterans who served before Sep-
tember 11, 2001, remain at risk for post-trau-
matic stress;

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
reports that approximately—

(1) 11 to 20 percent of veterans who served
in Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation En-
during Freedom have PTSD in a given year;

(2) 12 percent of veterans who served in the
Persian Gulf War have PTSD in a given year;
and

(3) 30 percent of veterans who served in the
Vietnam era have had PTSD in their life-
times;

Whereas many combat stress injuries re-
main unreported, undiagnosed, and un-
treated due to a lack of awareness about
post-traumatic stress and the persistent
stigma associated with mental health condi-
tions;

Whereas exposure to trauma during service
in the Armed Forces can lead to post-trau-
matic stress;

Whereas post-traumatic stress signifi-
cantly increases the risk of anxiety, depres-
sion, suicide, homelessness, and drug- and al-
cohol-related disorders and deaths, espe-
cially if left untreated;

Whereas public perceptions of post-trau-
matic stress or other mental health dis-
orders create unique challenges for veterans
seeking employment;

Whereas the Department of Defense, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and vet-
erans service organizations, as well as the
larger medical community, both private and
public, have made significant advances in
the identification, prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of post-traumatic stress and the
symptoms of post-traumatic stress, but
many challenges remain;

Whereas increased understanding of post-
traumatic stress can help eliminate the stig-
ma attached to this mental health issue;

Whereas additional efforts are needed to
find further ways to eliminate the stigma as-
sociated with post-traumatic stress, includ-
ing—

(1) an examination of how post-traumatic
stress is discussed in the United States; and

(2) a recognition that post-traumatic stress
is a common injury that is treatable;
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Whereas post-traumatic stress can result
from any number of stressors other than
combat, including rape, sexual assault, bat-
tery, torture, confinement, child abuse, car
accidents, train wrecks, plane crashes, bomb-
ings, or natural disasters, and affects ap-
proximately 8,000,000 adults in the United
States annually;

Whereas the diagnosis now known as PTSD
was first defined by the American Psy-
chiatric Association in 1980 to commonly and
more accurately understand and treat vet-
erans who had endured severe traumatic
combat stress;

Whereas the word ‘‘disorder’ perpetuates
the stigma associated with combat stress;
and

Whereas the designation of a National
Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness Month and
a National Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness
Day will raise public awareness about issues
related to post-traumatic stress, reduce the
associated stigma, and help ensure that
those individuals suffering from the invisible
wounds of war receive proper treatment:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 2019 as ‘‘National Post-
Traumatic Stress Awareness Month’” and
June 27, 2019, as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic
Stress Awareness Day’’;

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense, as well as the entire medical commu-
nity, to educate members of the Armed
Forces, veterans, the families of members of
the Armed Forces and veterans, and the pub-
lic about the causes, symptoms, and treat-
ment of post-traumatic stress;

(3) supports efforts by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense to foster cultural change around the
issue of post-traumatic stress, understanding
that personal interactions can save lives and
advance treatment;

(4) welcomes the efforts of the National
Center for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder of
the Department of Veterans Affairs and local
Vet Centers (as defined in section 1712A(h) of
title 38, United States Code) to provide as-
sistance to veterans who are suffering from
the effects of post-traumatic stress;

(5) encourages officers of the Armed Forces
to support appropriate treatment of men and
women of the Armed Forces who suffer from
post-traumatic stress;

(6) recognizes the impact of post-traumatic
stress on the spouses and families of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans; and

(7) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and
the Secretary of Defense.

SENATE RESOLUTION 221—RECOG-
NIZING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE TIANANMEN SQUARE
MASSACRE AND CONDEMNING
THE INTENSIFYING REPRESSION
AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLA-
TIONS BY THE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY AND THE USE OF
SURVEILLANCE BY CHINESE AU-

THORITIES, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES
Mr. GARDNER (for himself, Mr.

MARKEY, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
TOOMEY, and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:
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