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During his tenure, the six year graduation
rates for black and Latino students increased.

Also during his leadership, San Francisco
State was designated a Hispanic Serving Insti-
tution and is recognized as an Asian Amer-
ican, Native American, and Pacific Islander
Serving Institution. It is a little-known fact that
the school’s faculty and students regularly dis-
cover new planets. This is the kind of inquiry
that Les Wong inspires throughout the univer-
sity.

No university worth the title, however, is for-
ever without controversy. In the rich tradition
of San Francisco State, Dr. Wong listened to
faculty, students and to other stakeholders.
His thoughtful dialogues assured the San
Francisco State community that the beliefs of
all would be listened to and addressed, if pos-
sible.

Dr. Wong serves on multiple academic as-
sociation boards, including the Board of Direc-
tors of the Association of American Colleges
and Universities, the San Francisco Chamber
of Commerce, the Bay Area Council and the
National Collegiate Athletics Association Board
of Governors Committee to Promote Cultural
Diversity and Equity. He’s received numerous
national and community awards including the
2014 Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Edu-
cation President’s award for Leadership and
Contributions in Higher Education.

With his wife, Phyllis, Dr. Wong has three
sons and eight grandchildren. He now will step
down after 46 years in academia and become
grandpa, perhaps his most challenging posi-
tion yet.

Madam Speaker, San Francisco State was
first established in 1899. Since its founding as
a school to educate future public school teach-
ers, the university has branched out into
science, engineering, business, and the liberal
arts and humanities, in addition to education.
Each year, it currently graduates 8,000 stu-
dents, a number so large that, when coupled
with parents, friends and other loved ones, ne-
cessitates a graduation ceremony in the park
where the San Francisco Giants play ball.

For those of us who know and love the uni-
versity, it comes as no surprise that its depart-
ing President came to this university as the
final stop along his professional career. When
the M Ocean View next stops at Holloway and
19th Avenue, its passengers will eagerly dis-
embark in order to enter the hallways of a fine
university made stronger by the leadership of
this man.

Thus, we celebrate the irony: One man’s
final professional stop on a life’s journey is the
next generation’s early stop in pursuit of pro-
fessional and personal dreams. In his depar-
ture, let us salute Leslie E. Wong, PhD. He
has been a faithful steward of the phenomenal
dream machine known as San Francisco State
University. Ultimately, it fulfilled his dreams
and those of its students. He is a fortunate
man, and we wish him well in the years
ahead.

RECOGNIZING CATHY HUGHES
HON. JAMIE RASKIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Cathy Hughes, who was recently
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inducted into the National Association of
Broadcasters Hall of Fame, making her the
first African American woman to receive that
honor. Cathy’s world-famous business, Radio
One (now Urban One), is headquartered in my
district, in Silver Spring, Maryland, and | am
very proud of her and the more than 1,000
people employed there by Urban One.

Cathy began her radio career at KOWH-AM
in her hometown of Omaha, Nebraska. In
1971, she became a lecturer at the newly es-
tablished School of Communications at How-
ard University, and served as general sales
manager at WHUR, Howard University Radio.

She also became the first female Vice
President and General Manager of a station in
the Nation’s Capital and pioneered the format
known as the “Quiet Storm,” which aired on
more than 480 stations nationwide. In 1980,
Cathy purchased her flagship station WOL-
AM, in Washington, D.C., and pioneered yet
another innovative format—"24-Hour Talk from
a Black Perspective.” With the theme, “Infor-
mation is Power,” she served as the station’s
morning show host for 11 years.

In 1999, Cathy became the first African-
American woman to chair a publicly-held cor-
poration. Along with her son and business
partner, she grew what was then Radio One
into a multi-media company that became an
urban radio market leader with more than 60
stations across the country. It became the first
African-American company in radio history to
dominate several major markets simulta-
neously, and Cathy became the first woman to
own a radio station that was ranked number
one in a major market.

| commend Cathy Hughes for her pioneering
contributions over the course of her career
and congratulate her on her induction into the
National Association of Broadcasters’ Broad-
casting Hall of Fame.

HONORING GREG MOORE
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today, along with Speaker NANCY PELOSI and
Representative JACKIE SPEIER, to recognize
Greg Moore, an extraordinary park advocate
and community leader who has served as
President and CEO of the Golden Gate Na-
tional Parks Conservancy (GGNPC) for over
three decades.

A native of San Francisco, Greg graduated
from the University of California, Berkeley,
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Con-
servation of Natural Resources, and he later
earned a mid-career fellowship in Environ-
mental Planning from the University of Wash-
ington. Greg spent his early career in a variety
of planning and management roles with the
National Parks Service and other conserva-
tion-focused public agencies before becoming
the chief operating officer of GGNPC in 1985.

A non-profit membership organization,
GGNPC was founded in 1981 to help preserve
the now 37 distinct park sites and 80,000
acres that comprise Golden Gate National
Parks and to ensure universal access to them.
Over the course of Greg's 34-year tenure,
GGNPC has become one of the most suc-
cessful organizations of its kind, having re-
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cruited and managed over 250,000 volunteers,
restored over 130 miles of trails, preserved
700 historic structures, developed innovative
stewardship and education programs, and pro-
vided over half a billion dollars in contributions
for park programs and projects.

A large part of this success is due to Greg’s
ability to build relationships within and outside
the parks’ community. These relationships
have led to numerous cross-sector collabora-
tions, community-led stewardship programs,
and successful philanthropic campaigns that
fostered greater access and support for the
Golden Gate National Parks. The post-to-park
conversion of Fort Baker, the Presidio of San
Francisco, and Crissy Field are all examples
of this. Greg played a catalytic role in these lo-
cations, transforming decommissioned military
facilities into iconic destinations of the Golden
Gate National Recreation Area.

Madam Speaker, Greg Moore’s leadership
has been integral in preserving a collection of
parks that are unparalleled in the National
Park System. With a combined volume of
yearly visitors that outstrips Yosemite, Yellow-
stone, Grand Canyon, and Olympic National
Parks put together, Golden Gate National
Recreation Area has continued to thrive in part
because of the program support and culture of
stewardship that has been fostered under
Greg’s leadership. Therefore, please join us in
honoring Greg Moore as he steps away from
his leadership role and in wishing him success
on his future endeavors.

——————

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION FOR
ROBERT A. ALTENKIRCH

HON. MO BROOKS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Dr. Robert A.
Altenkirch of Huntsville, Alabama upon his re-
tirement as President of the University of Ala-
bama in Huntsvile (UAH). 1 join Dr.
Altenkirch’s family, friends, and the UAH com-
munity in congratulating him on his exemplary
career in academia.

As so many of his students and colleagues
can attest, Dr. Altenkirch has had an extraor-
dinary career full of accomplishments. Dr.
Altenkirch earned a B.S. from Purdue Univer-
sity, an M.S. from the University of California,
Berkeley, and a Ph.D. from Purdue, all in me-
chanical engineering.

Dr. Altenkirch served as a faculty member
and department chair for the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at the University of
Kentucky from 1975 to 1988. He was then ap-
pointed Dean of the College of Engineering at
Mississippi State University and served in that
position from 1988 to 1995. From 1995 to
1998, Dr. Altenkirch served as Dean of the
College of Engineering and Architecture at
Washington State University. From 1998 to
2002, Dr. Altenkirch served as Vice President
for research at Mississippi State University.
After that, he served as President of New Jer-
sey Institute of Technology for nine years. In
2009, he was recognized as one of the hun-
dred and one most influential people in the
state of New Jersey.

Dr. Altenkirch was named UAH President on
September 2011. Dr. Altenkirch was chosen
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for his world-class experience in aerospace re-
search and his reputation as a student-fo-
cused president. During his tenure, Dr.
Altenkirch initiated the formation of UAH'’s De-
partment of Space Science in 2013, the Hon-
ors College in 2014, and the College of Edu-
cation in 2014. He also expanded the campus,
built new dorms, and brought new sports pro-
grams to the school such as Lacrosse in
2016. Dr. Altenkirch’s passion for learning, his
love for his students, and his desire for excel-
lence have left a lasting impact on UAH.

In closing, | would like to thank Dr.
Altenkirch for his many years of service at
UAH. And, | sincerely wish Dr. Altenkirch con-
tinued good health and contentment in his re-
tirement.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
CHANCELLOR RAUL RODRIGUEZ

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, today |
wish to honor the achievements of Chancellor
Raul Rodriguez and his well-deserved retire-
ment. Through his dedication and passion, his
influence has spread through our commu-
nities.

Chancellor Raul Rodriguez has dedicated
the last nine years of his career to the Rancho
Santiago Community College District. The dis-
trict covers one quarter of the land area in Or-
ange County. There, Mr. Rodriguez oversees
and inspires more than 80,000 students and
4,000 employees.

Chancellor Rall Rodriguez began his edu-
cational career with a Bachelor of the Arts de-
gree in Liberal Studies from Bowling Green
University in Ohio and a master's degree in
School and Applied Psychology from Fairfield
University. He then received his Ph.D. in Psy-
chology from the University of California,
Santa Cruz. He has spent the last 24 years as
a community college CEO, various administra-
tive positions throughout the state, and most
recently as Chancellor.

Currently, Chancellor Raul Rodriguez serves
as the Immediate Past Chair of the Accrediting
Commission for Community and Junior Col-
leges and the Regional Accreditor for commu-
nity and technical colleges. Chancellor
Rodriguez has served as Team Member or
Chair on various visits to ACCJC colleges as
well as the Chair and Vice-Chair of ACCJC.
He is an active member of the League of
United Latin American Citizens, Rotary Club of
Orange, and the Boys and Girls Club of Santa
Ana.

Today we celebrate not only his decades-
long successful career but his future. | ap-
plaud Chancellor Raul Rodriguez’s passion
and contributions to serve the community and
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring and
recognizing Chancellor Raul Rodriguez.
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COMMENDING MR. ELVIN COSBY’S
73 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Elvin Cosby on his retire-
ment from Henrico County Government after
73 years of service.

Mr. Cosby began serving the Henrico De-
partment of Public Works in April of 1946. He
began his career in public service carrying
water to county work crews and has also
served as a truck driver, equipment operator,
and county foreman. Most recently, Mr. Cosby
acted as a maintenance supervisor and
cleared debris from Henrico’s roads.

Mr. Cosby has diligently served the public
through each and every one of his functions
within Henrico County Govemment. In addition
to his tireless work ethic, members of the
community have also praised Mr. Cosby for
promoting diversity and symbolizing selfless-
ness. As a fellow public servant, | am humbled
and moved by his dedication to serve Vir-
ginia’s 7th District.

Although | know he will be dearly missed by
mentees, colleagues, and friends at the De-
partment of Public Works, | hope Mr. Cosby
will enjoy getting to spend more time with his
wife and grandchildren. After seven decades
of working on others’ behalves, | cannot think
of many more deserving of a blissful and re-
laxing retirement.

Madam Speaker, please join me in com-
mending Mr. Cosby for his unwavering com-
mitment to improving our community.

———

CONGRATULATING JUDGE HOLLY
WILLIAMSON ON BEING NAMED
THE 2018 TEXAS JUDGE OF THE
YEAR

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Judge Holly Williamson, Harris
County Justice of the Peace for Precinct 8,
Place 1, on being named the 2018 Judge of
the Year by the Justices of the Peace and
Constables Association of Texas.

Judge Holly Williamson took the oath of of-
fice as Presiding Judge of Harris County Jus-
tice of the Peace Court, Precinct 81 on Janu-
ary 1, 2009. Holly earned a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration in Economics from South-
west Texas State University and her Doctorate
of Jurisprudence from the University of Hous-
ton. Prior to her election to the bench, Judge
Williamson practiced law in federal, state, and
justice of the peace courts.

Judge Williamson is responsible for a staff
of fourteen professional clerks and a budget of
$1.3 million. She presides over a diverse case
load of approximately 20,000 cases a year
that include: civil and criminal trials, jury and
bench trials, traffic court, hot checks, evictions,
probable cause hearings, administrative hear-
ings, and truancy court.

From 2009 to 2015, Judge Williamson
served as the Co-Presiding Judge for the 16
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Justice Courts of Harris County. Judge
Williamson is involved in many professional
organizations as a volunteer or presenter in-
cluding the Texas Justice Court Training Cen-
ter (TJCTC) Education Committee. She is re-
sponsible for developing and implementing
curriculum for both continuing judicial edu-
cation and the TJCTC New Judge School.
Judge Williamson is a leader in the field of tru-
ancy law and was appointed by then Harris
County Judge Ed Emmett to the Truancy
Committee where she was tasked with recom-
mending a uniform truancy policy for the
school districts of Harris County.

When not in the courtroom, Judge
Williamson is actively involved with her family
and volunteering with numerous civic organi-
zations. Holly has been married to Dr. Danny
Williamson, a Pasadena chiropractor and
small business owner, for over thirty years.
Judge and Dr. Williamson have one daughter,
Mary Kate, a graduate of Texas A&M Univer-
sity with a degree in aerospace engineering.
The Williamson family are active parishioners
at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Houston,
Texas.

———

CONGRATULATING THE
KEWEENAW LAND TRUST FOR
RECEIVING LAND TRUST AC-
CREDITATION

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it's my
honor to recognize the Keweenaw Land Trust
for receiving Land Trust Accreditation.
Through its dedication to wildlife habitat, out-
door recreation, and its local community, the
Keweenaw Land Trust has become an indis-
pensable part of Michigan’s First District.

Locally focused land conservation under-
taken by community-based land trusts has be-
come increasingly important across the coun-
try. Accreditation by the independent Land
Trust Accreditation Commission is given to
those organizations that have proven to be
trusted, strong, and effective in their land con-
servation efforts. Through its tremendous work
in Michigan, the Keweenaw Land Trust has
shown that it is more than deserving of this
seal. First started in 1996, the organization
protects thousands of acres of forest and wet-
lands in the Keweenaw Peninsula and
throughout the Western Upper Peninsula. Its
work to protect wildlife habitats, water quality,
working farms and ranches, and healthy com-
munities has been invaluable for the people of
Michigan’s First District. Our region is home to
some of the most pristine natural landscapes
in the country, and I'm grateful for the
Keweenaw Land Trust’s efforts to ensure that
future generations can enjoy the same natural
beauty we so deeply treasure.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to congratu-
late the Keweenaw Land Trust for receiving
Land Trust Accreditation. Michiganders can
take immense pride in knowing that the First
District is home to such a trusted organization
working to promote land conservation. On be-
half of my constituents, | wish the Keweenaw
Land Trust all the best in its future endeavors.
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