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TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF JUDGE
WILEY DANIEL

HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life and achievements
of Judge Wiley Daniel, the first African Amer-
ican judge appointed to the U.S. District Court
for Colorado, who recently passed away on
Friday, May 10, 2019.

Judge Daniel was born in 1946 in Louisville,
Kentucky and received his undergraduate and
law degrees from Howard University in Wash-
ington, D.C. He spent six years in private
practice in Detroit before moving to Denver in
1977 where he practiced law for 24 years with
a specialty in civil litigation.

In 1992, he rose to be the first—and only—
African American president of the Colorado
Bar Association. Three years later, President
Bill Clinton appointed Mr. Daniel to the U.S.
District Court for Colorado, becoming the first
African American federal judge in the state.
Thirteen years after Judge Daniel took the
bench, he became chief judge of the court.

Judge Daniel served admirably both inside
and outside of the courtroom. He served as
President of the Federal Judges Association, a
national organization that supports hundreds
of federal judges. He also taught courses in
trial advocacy as an adjunct professor at the
University of Colorado Law School and the
University of Denver Sturm College of Law,
where he mentored students. Additionally,
from 1998 to 2003, Judge Daniel was a Trust-
ee of the American Inns of Court Foundation,
an organization which advocates for profes-
sionalism, ethics, civility and excellence
throughout the legal profession. Until his final
days, Judge Daniel was active in his church—
Park Hill United Methodist in north Denver—
where he served as a Deacon, sang in the
choir and mentored young members.

Judge Daniel believed that racial and gen-
der diversity in the judiciary is important. Ac-
cordingly, he was active in the Delta Eta Boulé
fraternity, the nation’s first African American
professional organization. In fact, one of Dan-
iel's passions was the fraternity’s scholarship
program, which helps young, bright African
American students in the metro Denver area
attend college.

Judge Daniel retired in 2013 but continued
to hear cases and guide younger lawyers. Not
surprisingly, Judge Daniel’s distinguished legal
career and dedication to the community has
been recognized many times with numerous
awards and accolades. In 2006, Judge Daniel
was honored with the American Inns of Court
Foundation Professionalism Award for the
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. In 2012, he
was inducted to the Blacks in Colorado Hall of
Fame due to his pioneering professional
achievements. In 2013, Judge Daniel was
awarded the King Trimble Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by the Sam Cary Bar Association.
In 2015, Judge Daniel was selected as the re-
cipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award by
the Center for Legal Inclusiveness in recogni-
tion of his lifelong commitment to diversity and
inclusiveness within the legal profession. Fi-
nally, in 2018, the National Black Prosecutors
Association presented Daniel with the Trail-
blazer Award.
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On May 10, 2019, at the age of 72, Judge
Wiley Daniel passed away. He was one of the
trailblazing Coloradoans whose hands have
shaped the United States into the great nation
it is today. He was principled, pragmatic, well-
respected and beloved. That is why his legacy
will live on for many decades to come.

My heartfelt condolences go out to his fam-
ily, the Denver law community and all Colo-
radoans who mourn this terrible loss.
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Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize my dear friend, Eduardo Padron, on
the occasion of his retirement as President of
Miami-Dade College and his brilliant service to
the South Florida community.

Dr. Padron has spent his career giving back
to the community that welcomed him when he
arrived from Cuba as a child. In the 50 years
he has spent at Miami-Dade College, as a stu-
dent, professor, and President, he has fun-
damentally transformed the school into an
internationally recognized institution of higher
education. Under his leadership, Miami-Dade
College has become a true center of commu-
nity for South Florida. The college has edu-
cated thousands of students in South Florida
and sent them on to successful careers and
lives.

Dr. Padron has received numerous acco-
lades for his work as an educator. He was in-
cluded in TIME magazine’s list of top ten col-
lege presidents in 2009, named Floridian of
the Year by Florida Trend in 2010, and hon-
ored as one of the eight most influential col-
lege presidents in the U.S. by The Washington
Post in 2011. In 2016, President Barack
Obama awarded him with a Presidential Medal
of Freedom in recognition of his leadership on
access and inclusion in higher education.

We have all withessed Dr. Padron’s extraor-
dinary dedication to the people of South Flor-
ida. I'm grateful to know him as a leader in
education and as a friend, and | wish him all
the best in his retirement.

CELEBRATING AMAZON’S 20TH
YEAR OF OPERATIONS AT THE
SDF1 FULFILLMENT CENTER

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to join my constituents in Campbellsville, Ken-
tucky, who are celebrating Amazon’s 20th
year of operations at the SDF1 Fulfillment
Center.

Amazon has been a tremendous contributor
to Taylor County and the surrounding areas
since opening SDF1 as one of the first five ful-
fillment centers in North America. Over the
past two decades, Amazon has grown tremen-
dously and SDF1 remains one of the largest
employers in Taylor County and the region.

As evidence of the company’s commitment
to bettering the communities in which they op-
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erate, and in commemoration of their 20th
year in Campbellsville, Amazon is donating
more than $10,000 in STEM-related supplies
to the Taylor County Public Library. This dona-
tion will enhance the library’s current STEM-
themed programs by fostering and promoting
the pursuit of STEM education, while also de-
veloping students with real-world, marketable
skills.

For two decades, Amazon has been proud
to call Kentucky home and | am grateful for
their continued investment in our common-
wealth. | am proud of the economic prosperity
and industrial development their presence has
brought to Taylor County, and | join with all
those whose lives they have bettered in cele-
brating their generosity to the community.

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF T.J. MCGRATH AFTER NEAR-
LY 27 YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED
CIVILIAN SERVICE

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and recognize the outstanding
service of T.J. McGrath on her retirement after
nearly 27 years of distinguished public service,
the past 10 years at the Congressional Budget
Office, most recently as its General Counsel.

T.J. was promoted to that position in late
2016, in recognition of her dedication, ability,
skillful work, and breadth of experience. In that
capacity, she has served as CBO'’s principal
legal officer and an integral part of the agen-
cy’s leadership team. She has overseen
CBO’s legal staff and their work, skillfully lead-
ing them in interpreting legislative proposals
and providing high-level analysis regarding
significant judicial decisions, scorekeeping
guidelines, and relevant budget laws. She has
been a leader in making CBO’s analysis more
transparent.

Moreover, since becoming CBO’s General
Counsel, she has worked tirelessly, building
professional relationships across the legisla-
tive branch, focusing on creating a positive
work environment at CBO, and providing train-
ing so that employees have the skills they
need to interact more effectively. One example
that encapsulates all three of those efforts is
bystander training. T.J. worked closely with
the Office of Congressional Workplace Rights
to develop training to prevent harassment in
the workplace. The training provided partici-
pants with practical tools for taking ownership
of their work environment and encouraged by-
standers not to remain silent if they witness an
incident that might make someone feel un-
comfortable. As a result of T.J.’s efforts, CBO
was the first agency in the legislative branch
to receive bystander training.

From 2009 to 2016, T.J. served as CBO’s
Deputy General Counsel. In that position, she
dealt with many operational matters and quick-
ly demonstrated her ability to develop practical
solutions. She instituted CBO’s successful
legal intern program, updated and refined
CBO'’s internal policies, served as lead attor-
ney in cases involving the Congressional Ac-
countability Act, and worked closely with a
Justice Department attorney in a case brought
in U.S. District Court. T.J. also made valuable
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