United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 6 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 165

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2019

No. 92

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the center of our joy,
give our lawmakers this day wisdom,
guidance, and peace as they do Your
will on Earth.

Remind them that they are stewards
of the talents and influence You have
given them. May they never forget
their accountability to You.

Let Your presence steady them,
whether they walk on life’s mountains
or in the valley of shadows.

Lord, propel them onward into the
accomplishments of today and tomor-
row with renewed faith as they seek to
please You in all they think, say, and
do.

Lord, thank You for the life and leg-
acy of Senator Thad Cochran.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAWLEY). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020 AND SET-
TING FORTH THE APPROPRIATE
BUDGETARY LEVELS FOR FIS-
CAL YEARS 2021 THROUGH 2029—
MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 1332, which the clerk will
report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 78, S.
1332, a bill to set forth the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2020 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2021
through 2029.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

REMEMBERING THAD COCHRAN

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it is
with great sadness that last week we
learned of the death of our friend and
former colleague, Thad Cochran from
Mississippi.

In nearly 40 years in office, Thad
served with a fierceness and loyalty to
Mississippi matched only by his sense
of dignity and respect for his col-
leagues.

When his issues were on the line,
Senator Cochran fought for Mississippi
as hard as any Senator. He nurtured
Mississippi’s universities, schools,
farms, hospitals, ports, and fishing in-
dustry. He was a champion of the poor
and gave a voice to rural communities
by expanding assistance for southern
farmers. Perhaps it is fitting that he
was first bitten by the political bug in
his run for head cheerleader at Ole
Miss because throughout his career and
throughout his life, Thad never stopped
being a cheerleader for Mississippi.

One thing I will never forget was
Senator Cochran’s graciousness after
my State was hit by Hurricane Sandy.
He knew, from his experience after

Hurricane Katrina, just how dev-
astating the damage can be and how
difficult the recovery process can seem
in the aftermath of a disaster. At a
time when many of his colleagues who
always voted for their regions but op-
posed Sandy because it was New York,
Senator Cochran not only supported it
but even made sure his team was avail-
able to give us guidance. I will never
forget that. That is the kind of gen-
tleman and fair-minded individual he
was—something missing a lot around
here.

In many ways, Thad Cochran was a
model Senator. He understood this
body’s preference for cooperation, com-
promise, and congeniality almost intu-
itively. Even as the Senate has gone
further away from those values, Sen-
ator Cochran held them close. That is
just who he was. It made him a better
Senator and a better man. We will miss
him. I think all of us will. Our prayers
go out today to his wife, Kay, his chil-
dren, his loved ones, and his many
friends.

BACKGROUND CHECKS

Mr. President, on background checks,
last Friday, another horrible mass
shooting transformed a peaceful com-
munity in America into a place of trag-
edy. In Virginia Beach, a dozen people
were Kkilled, several others critically
wounded, and thousands of Virginians
left to mourn and pick up the pieces.

Today we grieve with the people of
Virginia Beach, and we send our
thanks to the brave police men and
women who risked their lives to pro-
tect their neighbors. These tragedies
leave scars that never go away on com-
munity after community that has suf-
fered from it.

It has been less than a month since I
spoke on the Senate floor after a shoot-
ing. That is the tragedy. It is less than
1 month that I had to come to the floor
and speak on the tragedy of one shoot-
ing, and now we have another. The list
of national tragedies is already too
long. The names and places of mass
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