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This week we commemorate the 75th
anniversary of this historic operation
and express our gratitude and apprecia-
tion to the members of the U.S. Armed
Forces, including those from Arkansas
who participated in this undertaking.

Let us also reflect on the courage,
heroism, and sacrifice that these self-
less Allied heroes demonstrated in the
face of evil. While fully aware of the
dangers and the perils that were before
them, they bravely accomplished their
mission to defend our country, ideals,
and allies.

During an interview for the Veterans
History Project, Wallace Cunningham
of Little Rock described the scene he
saw while in Oxford, England, as the
Allies were readying the D-Day inva-
sion. ‘‘Aircraft from one end of the ho-
rizon to the other,” he said. He was
overwhelmed by the number of aircraft
in the sky, a testament to the power
and force that the Allies were mar-
shaling for this strategically vital en-
deavor. The sight below was similar,
with boats carrying GIs across the
English Channel bound for France.

Arkansans like Cecil Blair remember
the rigorous training he and his fellow
soldiers underwent in England in early
1944. They didn’t know at the time, but
they were preparing for D-Day. Blair’s
boat was hit before landing in France,
forcing the crew to pull back and make
the trek again 3 days later.

The bravery exhibited during this
battle will never be forgotten. Allied
forces were in German crosshairs, and
they willingly faced their fears head-
on. The magnitude of their actions con-
tinues to be felt and recognized to this
day.

Now, 19-year old Jesse Beazley of
Kentucky was on one of the ships
bound for Normandy in June 1944. In an
interview for the Veterans History
Project nearly 60 years later, he re-
called thinking in the moments leading
up to the operation about how likely
he was to survive, saying he probably
didn’t have much of a chance to live
because he knew what was ahead of
him and his fellow soldiers.

The other troops in his transport
boat were his age, and he remembered
their looks and collective feeling. He
said: ‘“All at once it got completely si-
lent, and young men looked like old
men.”’

They endured great hardships getting
to the beach. Beazley’s boat was blown
up far from shore. He was thrown into
the icy water where he was forced to
dump most of his gear before swim-
ming to safety, all while German bul-
lets were piercing the air inches away
from him. He described the devastation
as ‘‘a nightmare.”

Approximately 10,000 Allied soldiers
were wounded or Killed during the D-
Day landings, including 6,000 Ameri-
cans. Many of these heroic individuals
are buried in the Normandy American
Cemetery. The graves of brave Ameri-
cans dot the landscape where these
courageous liberators fought and died.
The crosses and Stars of David that
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mark their places of rest shine in the
sunlight on the cliffs of Normandy, giv-
ing hope for peace and reminding us of
the costs of war.

The Normandy American Cemetery is
the jewel of American Battle Monu-
ments Commission sites. Approxi-
mately 1 million visitors each year pay
their respects to those who lost their
lives in the D-Day invasion and the
battles that followed. The cemetery
and visitor center recognize the sac-
rifice of members of the Armed Forces
who served at this turning point of the
war, including the story of PFC Harold
Eugene Sellers of Jonesboro, AR. Sell-
ers was a member of the Army’s 101st
Airborne Division. As a pathfinder, his
mission was to lead the invasion by
parachuting behind enemy lines into
Normandy and setting up radar lights
for C-47s, which had been loaded with
additional paratroopers the night be-
fore the amphibious landing.

He jumped over France and was tar-
geted by German gunfire. He didn’t
make it to the ground. Sellers landed
in a tree not far from Utah Beach,
where he was killed. He was one of the
first American casualties of D-Day.

D-Day was the largest amphibious in-
vasion in history. It remains one of our
Nation’s greatest military achieve-
ments. As a cochair of the Senate
French Caucus, I was honored to intro-
duce a resolution recognizing the 75th
anniversary of this operation and ac-
knowledging the courage and sacrifice
of the Allied troops who came to the
aid of those oppressed by Nazi and Fas-
cist regimes.

The courage, strength, and deter-
mination of members of the Greatest
Generation who were called to defend
freedom at Normandy will always serve
as an inspiration for future generations
of Americans. We must honor and con-
tinue to defend what they fought for
and fulfill our obligation to support all
of our veterans and their families.

This solemn occasion, the 75th anni-
versary of D-Day, deserves our utmost
respect and admiration. Let us resolve
to reflect on the sacrifice and heroism
displayed on behalf of our Nation and
the cause of freedom. Let us also com-
mit to let it influence us in ways that
challenge us to pursue the same devo-
tional service to America as the gen-
eration that stormed the beaches of
Normandy in 1944.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 5:45 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 4, the Senate resume
legislative session, the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged, and the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
212, and the Senate vote on adoption
with no intervening action or debate;
that if the resolution is agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to and the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table; further, that fol-
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lowing disposition of the resolution, all
postcloture time on the Saul nomina-
tion be considered expired; further,
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.
I further ask that following the dis-
position of the Saul nomination, the
Senate vote on the cloture motions for
Calendar Nos. 224, 162, and 163; finally,
that if cloture is invoked on those
nominations, the confirmation votes
on the nominations occur at a time to
be determined by the majority leader
in consultation with the Democratic
leader on Wednesday, June 5; and that,
if confirmed, the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———
S. 1332

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, this
afternoon we voted on cloture to pro-
ceed to a budget resolution written by
my Republican colleague Senator RAND
PAUL from Kentucky.

This is a budget that would lead to
devastating cuts to Medicare, Med-
icaid, nutrition assistance, and edu-
cation, while paving the way for even
more tax breaks to the top 1 percent
and large, profitable corporations.

Make no mistake about it: Senator
PAUL’S budget is an immoral budget. It
is bad economic policy. While I am con-
fident that this resolution will be de-
feated in the Senate, let me be very
clear.

Nearly half of the Republican Caucus
in the Senate voted to advance Senator
PAUL’S budget, including some of the
most senior members of this body. The
vision of America this budget puts for-
ward—balancing the budget on the
backs of working families, the elderly,
the sick, the children, and the poor in
order to make the richest people in
America even richer—is the vision of
the Republican Party as a whole.

So let me commend Senator PAUL for
being honest with the American people
in terms of what he believes and for
putting down on paper what the Repub-
lican Party and billionaire campaign
contributors like the Koch brothers
and Sheldon Adelson believe.
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