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Throughout its early years, the Mil-

waukee Urban League was instru-
mental in fighting for social justice 
and equal opportunity for African 
Americans. The league became a strong 
and dedicated voice for the poor and 
underserved by helping them obtain de-
cent housing, acquire workforce train-
ing and leadership skills, find health 
care, and ensure their children had ac-
cess to education and opportunity. 

Over the past century, the Mil-
waukee Urban League has made tre-
mendous gains helping African Ameri-
cans achieve their greatest potential. 
The league has continued to promote 
self-sufficiency through a variety of 
programs that teach professional 
skills. The Milwaukee Urban League 
has also demonstrated an unprece-
dented commitment to education and 
youth engagement. By supporting ini-
tiatives to improve the lives of those 
who are often left behind, the Mil-
waukee Urban League has brought 
about meaningful change in Wiscon-
sin’s largest city. 

With the great challenges still facing 
the African-American community 
today, Milwaukee continues to need 
the league’s leadership, strength, and 
resilience. Despite the organization’s 
unflagging efforts, rising tides have not 
raised all boats equally, and unaccept-
able disparities continue to exist. 
Wages, educational outcomes, eco-
nomic conditions, neighborhood safety, 
and the opportunity to achieve the 
American dream still depend to a large 
degree on a person’s ZIP Code or the 
color of his or her skin. 

By working together, we can ensure 
that African Americans and all com-
munity members are educated, em-
ployed, and empowered to succeed. The 
league’s persistent commitment to im-
proving opportunities for those trapped 
in poverty fosters hope for the next 
generation of leaders in Milwaukee’s 
communities of color. 

As the Milwaukee Urban League both 
celebrates its accomplishments and re-
flects on its future challenges, I will be 
forever grateful for the league’s 
achievements over the past century, 
and I look forward to its continued suc-
cess in the years to come. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO MARK WRIGHTON 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to honor the work and 
career of Chancellor Mark Wrighton of 
Washington University in St. Louis. On 
May 31, 2019, Chancellor Wrighton con-
cluded his term as chancellor after 24 
years at Washington University. 

In 1995, Chancellor Wrighton began 
his career at Washington University in 
St. Louis. He was brought to St. Louis 
to serve as the 14th chancellor to one 
of the top institutions in the United 
States. Consistently ranked in the top 
20 for best universities and currently 
ranked No. 8 for best research and med-

ical schools, Washington University in 
St. Louis’s reputation has grown; and 
its academic reach expanded under the 
leadership of Chancellor Wrighton. Al-
though it was already a top school 
when he arrived, Chancellor Wrighton 
had a strong vision for boosting the 
full-time faculty numbers, making cap-
ital improvements to continue the 
high-quality learning experience for 
students, expanding their reach inter-
nationally, and enhancing the advance-
ments in their medical research. 

Under his guidance and leadership, 
Chancellor Wrighton saw the construc-
tion of 50 new buildings, including a 
state-of-the-art research facility, the 
Debra and George W. Couch III Bio-
medical Research Building that is 
home to top researchers involved in ge-
netics, genomics, and regenerative bi-
ology. In addition, one of his projects 
that has arguably made the biggest im-
pact in St. Louis and is playing an im-
portant role in cancer research is the 
development of the Alvin J. Siteman 
Cancer Center. His focus on capital im-
provements to enhance the quality of 
learning and research, as well as hiring 
the best leadership to oversee the fac-
ulty, doctors, and researchers at the 
Washington University School of Medi-
cine, have led to pivotal results in the 
areas of treating, researching, and de-
veloping new approaches to dealing 
with diseases, such as cancer and Alz-
heimer’s. His comprehensive vision for 
the best talent to work in top-quality 
facilities has pioneered the way for 
better approaches to personalized med-
icine and lifesaving treatment making 
a significant contribution to address-
ing many of the complicated diseases 
facing patients and the families that 
love them. 

In addition to medical care and re-
search, Chancellor Wrighton had a vi-
sion for contributing to the entrepre-
neurial climate in St. Louis and sup-
porting the St. Louis community. 
There have been many positive local 
impacts made by Washington Univer-
sity, but an important commitment 
Chancellor Wrighton supported as an 
original collaborator was to launch 
Cortex. Cortex is the St. Louis home to 
the region’s largest innovation campus 
for bioscience and technology startups 
and companies. Chancellor Wrighton’s 
early and continued support of enter-
prises such as Cortex and other col-
laborations, like the Donald Danforth 
Plant Science Center, demonstrate his 
commitment to support local economic 
growth and enhance job creation. 

Over the years Chancellor Wrighton 
has been an instrumental leader not 
just in the St. Louis region but across 
the country. He is not only known for 
being one of the best in the field of 
chemistry, which is where he started 
his career, but for being the best in 
educating our next generation of stu-
dents, researchers, and citizens to be 
productive, engaged, and to make a dif-
ference. 

Chancellor Wrighton has led Wash-
ington University in St. Louis with 

great integrity. He has been a valuable 
partner to the St. Louis community. 
He has been and I am sure will con-
tinue to be an important adviser to me 
and to those that will seek his exper-
tise to help address the many issues 
facing our region, State, and country. 
He has laid the groundwork for his suc-
cessor to continue to enhance the qual-
ity education Washington University 
in St. Louis has been recognized for 
over the past several decades. 

We thank him for his years of com-
mitment to the University and to the 
St. Louis region.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JOYCE WOODHOUSE 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
today I rise to recognize a true Nevada 
public servant, State Senator Joyce 
Woodhouse. For over 50 years, Senator 
Woodhouse has been an education 
champion who has dedicated her life to 
ensuring that every child in Nevada 
has an opportunity to succeed. Senator 
Woodhouse will complete her final ses-
sion of the Nevada Legislature on June 
3, 2019, and her last term as senator at 
the end of next year. 

Senator Joyce Woodhouse came to 
Las Vegas in 1966 for her first teaching 
position after graduating from Carroll 
College in her home State of Montana. 
She has dedicated her life and career to 
serving the children of Nevada since 
then. She was an elementary school 
teacher and principal at JM Ullom Ele-
mentary School before joining and 
eventually leading the Clark County 
School District’s School Community 
Partnership Program. During her ten-
ure, she sought to bring local busi-
nesses together in strategic partner-
ships to support Nevada’s schools. 

Senator Woodhouse was first elected 
to the Nevada Legislature in 2006. She 
has served the State in that capacity 
for nearly 12 years. She has led critical 
deliberations regarding the funding 
needs of the State as past chair of the 
Senate Education Committee and as 
current chair of the Senate Finance 
Committee. Her experience as a teach-
er and school administrator has given 
her a deep understanding of the needs 
of students, teachers, and parents, and 
that connection has inspired her 
throughout her career in public serv-
ice. 

Senator Woodhouse has been a fierce 
advocate for hard-working Nevadans in 
the State Senate. She helped broker 
compromises to secure as many re-
sources as possible on behalf of stu-
dents. She has fought for the health 
and well-being of our senior citizens, as 
well as the dignity and respect of our 
working families. Most recently, she 
was the lead advocate for ensuring all 
Nevadans have access to paid leave. 

In addition to her commitment to 
our students, our schools, and all Ne-
vadans as State senator, Senator 
Woodhouse has been a dedicated volun-
teer in our community. Before serving 
as a public servant, she was a vocal ad-
vocate for educators and the children 
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