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they teach as president of the Nevada
State Education Association. She con-
tinued to lend her voice in many roles
throughout the years, including treas-
urer and board member for Kids Voting
Southern Nevada, and cochair of the
Southern Nevada Science Education
Consortium. While Senator Woodhouse
closes this chapter of her career in pub-
lic service, I have no doubt that she
will continue to serve the people of Ne-
vada for years to come.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing and thanking Senator
Woodhouse’s lifelong commitment to
public education.

Thank you, Senator Woodhouse, for
all that you have done for our children,
our schools, and the future of the great
State of Nevada.e

———
REMEMBERING LENORA LAPIDUS

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, as
ranking member on the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions, I wish to honor a public
servant who established a remarkable
legacy as a passionate champion for
gender equality, Lenora Lapidus.

Lenora fought for the rights of all
Americans. Over the course of her ca-
reer, Lenora distinguished herself as a
civil rights leader. She began working
at the ACLU in 1988 as a summer intern
and rose to serve as legal director of
the ACLU of New Jersey and led the
Women’s Rights Project since 2001. At
the ACLU, Lenora fought tirelessly in
the courts on behalf of women and
girls, winning cases that pushed us to
respond to gender-based violence and
ensured that combat positions in the
military were open to all Americans,
among many other cases.

Lenora was also a tireless champion
for improving lives through policy. She
played an important role in the Be
HEARD Act, legislation I introduced
this Congress along with many others,
which is the first comprehensive plan
to fight harassment in the workplace.
Lenora made sure the fight for gender
equality included all women, including
low-wage workers whose stories are too
often ignored or forgotten. Her legacy
is a testament to the work and passion
she brought to every fight against in-
justice. Lenora is irreplaceable, and
her loss will be felt by all of us who
worked with her.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
recognizing the life and important
work of Lienora.e

RECOGNIZING PARTNER STEEL CO.

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, this
month I celebrate the power of the
American entrepreneurial spirit by
highlighting the success of a small
business in my home State of Idaho.
Hard work, innovation, and persever-
ance are some of the characteristics
that have helped so many of our Na-
tion’s citizens achieve the American
Dream. As a member and former chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Small
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Business and Entrepreneurship, it is
my distinct privilege to recognize
Partner Steel Co. as the Idaho Small
Business of the Month for June 2019.

Partner Steel Co. first opened its
doors in Pocatello, ID, in 1947 as a cus-
tom steel fabricator and wholesaler.
Since then, Partner Steel has expanded
to provide Idaho-made products not
only to Idahoans, but to consumers all
over the world. Partner Steel uses
high-quality raw materials to produce
custom creations, meeting the unique
needs of each individual customer. As a
commercial steel supplier, Partner
Steel Co. provides steel to large and
small clients across the United States.

Spanning beyond the realm of com-
mercial steel supply and custom steel
fabrication, Partner Steel Co. has an
outdoor camping equipment line. They
create products such as camping
stoves, Dutch ovens, griddles, coffee
pots and water purifiers for outdoor
sanitation. These camping supplies
have generated an international cus-
tomer base, from the United States to
Canada, Europe, and Australia.

After operating Partner Steel for
more than five decades, the Partner
family decided to sell the business in
2005. Having worked at Partner Steel
for more than 30 years, Rick Eskelson
had a deep understanding of the oper-
ations of the company, and he and his
wife Debbie made the decision to buy
the business. Now owners for 15 years,
the Eskelsons have continued sup-
plying steel products to Pocatello resi-
dents and consumers around the globe.

In addition to operating their small
business, the Eskelsons have
prioritized reinvesting into the Poca-
tello community. Rick and Debbie are
avid supporters of the local 4H club,
local sports teams and high schools,
and are involved in the Pocatello busi-
ness community.

It is my honor to recognize Rick and
Debbie Eskelson and the employees of
Partner Steel Co. for their outstanding
contributions to the Pocatello commu-
nity. You make our State proud, and I
look forward to your continued suc-
cess.®

———
TRIBUTE TO DAVID PARKS

e Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, today it
is with tremendous pride that I recog-
nize a great Nevadan, State Senator
David Parks.

Senator Parks arrived in Nevada to
serve as an airman in the U.S. Air
Force. He served our country with
honor from 1967-1971 and was stationed
at Nevada’s own Nellis Air Force Base.
After receiving his master of business
administration from the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, he used his busi-
ness expertise to work on behalf of the
southern Nevada community he loved
dearly. Among his various public serv-
ice positions, Parks served as chairman
of the Paradise Town Advisory Board,
the director of the Office of Budget and
Management for the city of Las Vegas,
and the assistant director of the Re-
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gional Transportation Commission of
southern Nevada.

David Parks first brought his exten-
sive experience in local government to
the Nevada Legislature when he was
elected to the Nevada Assembly in 1997.
He served the assembly with honor and
integrity as the assistant majority
whip and then later as the assistant
majority floor leader. In 2008, Parks’
community elected him to the Nevada
State Senate, representing Whitney
and parts of Paradise, Henderson, and
Sunrise Manor. He was subsequently
reelected in 2012 and again in 2016.

In his 22 years of legislative experi-
ence and life of public service, Senator
Parks has remained a steadfast cham-
pion for the LGBTQ community by en-
suring equal rights and protections for
LGBTQ individuals throughout the
State and serving for many years on
the Governor’s Statewide AIDS Advi-
sory Task Force. Nevada’s progressive
leadership on many issues that affect
LGBTQ Nevadans is a direct result of
the senator’s advocacy and persistence.
During his tenure in the legislature, he
has been the State’s leader on pursuing
LGBTQ equality, leading efforts to in-
stitute civil unions in Nevada, ban dis-
crimination based on gender identity
or expression, and address bullying and
cyber-bullying in Nevada’s schools,
among many other critical reforms.

We honor David Parks today as he
concludes his final legislative session
in the Nevada State Senate and leaves
behind a legacy of progressive change
and a deep commitment to public serv-
ice.®

RECOGNIZING ROYAL FURNITURE
AND DESIGN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, as chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, it is
my pleasure to recognize a service-
minded small business. Small busi-
nesses fulfill important needs in our
communities, not only through their
valuable products and services, but
also in their ability to connect with
and assist their fellow neighbors in
times of need. It is my distinct pleas-
ure to name Royal Furniture and De-
sign of the Florida Keys as the Senate
Small Business of the Week.

Founded in 1984, Royal Furniture and
Design has grown from a single retail
store in Marathon, FL, to a full service
home design and remodeling company
with three Keys showrooms and a
warehouse in Florida City. Owned and
operated by the Elwell family, Ross
and Janice own the company, while
their sons Chris and Ryan help to man-
age the Key West and Marathon stores.
Today, Royal Furniture and Design
employs 40 full-time workers. The
Elwell family has long-standing,
generational ties with the Keys com-
munity as their family has been small
business owners in Marathon since
1959.

For decades, the Elwell’s have been
incredible philanthropists. Following
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