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IN RECOGNITION OF GUS GARCIA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the life of Gus Garcia, Aus-
tin, TX’s first Hispanic mayor and the first His-
panic to serve on the Austin school board.

Mr. Garcia was born in Zapata, TX and
moved to Laredo when he was ten years old.
After serving in the Army, he utilized the Gl bill
to afford college and graduate from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin with a degree in ac-
counting. Later, he would become a Certified
Public Accountant and eventually start his own
firm. While searching for housing in Austin, he
and his wife, Marina, were subject to discrimi-
nation in neighborhoods around the university.
He also faced professional challenges from
those still reluctant to hire a Hispanic account-
ant. These experiences led Mr. Garcia into the
realm of politics and shaped his commitment
to representing Hispanics in Austin, TX.

Mr. Garcia served as a member of the Aus-
tin School Board, city council, and, eventually,
as the Mayor of Austin. His colleagues re-
member him as a dedicated and industrious
civil servant who always inspired those around
him through his tireless efforts. The Gus Gar-
cia Young Men’s Leadership Academy, a mid-
dle school in East Austin, was named in honor
of his groundbreaking career.

Mr. Garcia is survived by his three sons,
five grandchildren, and wife, Marina. However,
he will be remembered by countless others for
his commitment to civil rights and a career
that changed the face of politics in Austin.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF WAKAMATSU
FARM

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 150th anniversary festival of
the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony. As
staff, families, and community members gather
to celebrate this momentous occasion, | ask
all of my colleagues to join me in recognizing
this outstanding historic landmark and all the
Japanese cultural history it has represented
over the past 150 years.

Wakamatsu Farm was established by a Jap-
anese colonist in California in June 1869.
Today, the Wakamatsu Farm represents rich
Japanese-American history and is home to
several organic farming projects and historic
features. The Farm, now owned by the Amer-
ican River Conservancy, hosts two farming
businesses that lease land and buildings on
the property and provide sustainably grown
produce and goods to the community.

| have seen firsthand the incredible impact
the Wakamatsu Farm has had on their sur-
rounding community. For 150 vyears, the
Wakamatsu Farm has built a community
space that cultivates an appreciation for nat-
ural resources, sustainable agriculture, and
cultural history. The volunteers and partners
have helped preserve the land and create a
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beautiful space for visitors to learn about the
Colony’s roots.

Madam Speaker, as the Wakamatsu Farm
and the community it serves gather to cele-
brate the Farm’s 150th anniversary, | ask all
my colleagues to join me in honoring their
commitment to the preservation of such a rich
site for cultural history and to maintain a bio-
logically diverse landscape for the benefit of
the community.

————

HONORING PAM DUBOIS AND HER
31 YEAR CAREER

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Pam Dubois on her 31 years of serv-
ice in Cabarrus County, located in North Caro-
lina’s Eighth Congressional District.

Over the last 31 years, Pam has made
countless contributions to our area. She start-
ed her civic service career in September of
1988 as an accountant and retires today as
Senior Deputy County Manager.

Pam has experienced a very successful ca-
reer and rose through the ranks of the
Cabarrus County Finance Department to be-
come the Finance Director and Deputy County
Manager. Through her leadership, Cabarrus
County has earned the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA) Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for 16 consecutive
years and the GFOA Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial Reporting for
29 consecutive years.

Pam serves on a distinguished North Caro-
lina Association of County Commissioners
committee, where she advises other counties
with sound fiscal advice, and also on the
North Carolina Finance Certification Program,
from which she received her certification in
1994. She obtained her GFOA of the United
States and Canada Certified Finance Officers
Certificate in June 2001. Pam has also served
for years on the Cabarrus County Convention
and Visitors Bureau Board of Directors.

In addition to her career, Pam is heavily in-
volved with her church—she’s served as an
Elder for Orphan Care, as a parking lot attend-
ant and on the Building and Grounds Com-
mittee. Pam also volunteers in numerous ways
to help veterans, animals and special-needs
children.

Pam is married to Steve Dubois and has
two cats, Brooklyn and Isabell. A graduate
from the University of South Carolina, Pam is
also known as one of the most passionate
Gamecock fans around, despite residing in the
Tar Heel State. | know | speak for everyone in
the community when | say she will be missed
but is well deserving of a long and happy re-
tirement.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in

honoring Pam Dubois on her decades of serv-
ice to our community.
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2019 MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY
APPOINTEES

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Katie McGillicuddy, Kurt Voll and
Owen Voll, Merchant Marine Academy Ap-
pointees from Colorado’s Fourth Congres-
sional District. | believe America’s greatest as-
sets are our brave men and women in uni-
form. These individuals are making an incred-
ible sacrifice for our country and deserve our
utmost support for their service. It is with great
pleasure that | give Katie, Kurt and Owen my
endorsement to attend this prestigious institu-
tion.

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude
than to those who fight to protect our freedom
and liberty. | commend these young people
and their families for their commitment. On be-
half of the Fourth Congressional District of
Colorado, it is an honor to recognize Katie
McGillicuddy, Kurt Voll and Owen Voll as ap-
pointees to the United States Merchant Marine
Academy for their commitment to protect and
serve our nation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, | was unex-
pectedly delayed and absent from the House
Chamber on June 3, 2019. Had | been
present, | would have voted yes on Roll Call
No. 232.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2019
OCONTO COUNTY BREAKFAST ON
THE FARM HOSTED BY PETER-
SON’S DAIRY

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the tradition of Breakfast
on the Farm in Oconto County.

Breakfast on the Farm is an iconic Wis-
consin tradition that provides the community
an opportunity to see first-hand how a dairy
farm operates and learn about the significant
role the dairy industry plays in Wisconsin’s
economy. Community members meet dairy
farmers, explore the barns and equipment,
and enjoy a delicious meal prepared on the
farm.

The Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm
Committee has been organizing the breakfast
since 2010, recruiting host farms, sponsors,
and volunteers to support this terrific event. In
addition, the Committee offers scholarships to
graduating high school seniors to further pro-
mote the strong agriculture industry in the
community.

| am grateful to Peterson’s Dairy for hosting
the 2019 Oconto County Breakfast on the
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