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all of whom I love. I close with this: If 
these babies and the babies that were 
seen on television this morning peering 
through some sort of small space were 
coming from the northern border—if 
these babies were coming from the 
northern borders, if these were babies 
coming from the northern border— 
would we have the same mindset? 
Would we allow this to continue with 
babies? 

We are all responsible, and it is time 
for us to do something about this crisis 
at the border—and doing something is 
more than building a wall. A wall will 
not solve the poverty that they are liv-
ing in in these other countries, won’t 
solve the persecution that they have to 
endure. A wall is not a solution to a 
humanitarian crisis. 

It is time for us to act on the human-
itarian crisis at the border and for this 
President to lead the way on acting on 
the crisis at the border. 

I love my country, and I beg that we 
would do something to end this crisis. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

OPPOSING AMNESTY FOR ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I find 
it ironic and hypocritical to hear my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
who speak from this august Chamber 
about the children and the families at 
the border when, today, we are going to 
vote on legislation that doesn’t lift a 
finger to help those children and those 
families. It doesn’t give a dime to our 
President and make the investment in 
infrastructure and healthcare and the 
things that this President has asked 
for repeatedly to help those children. 

Instead, we hear demagoguery after 
demagoguery, and it is all talk; it is no 
action. And the action we need is not 
amnesty for people who are in this 
country illegally. What we need is real 
solutions to putting the American citi-
zens first, their security and well-being 
first. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to the legislation the Democrats 
are bringing to the floor today that 
will grant amnesty to millions of ille-
gal immigrants, incentivizing even 
more people to come to this country il-
legally and which would do nothing to 
combat the national security and hu-
manitarian crisis at the southern bor-
der that continues to grow worse every 
day. 

The title of the bill is the ‘‘American 
Dream and Promise Act’’—the ‘‘Amer-
ican Dream and Promise Act.’’ This 
may be a dream for those who get 
placed in front of the line in front of 
millions of people who respect our im-
migration laws; it may be a dream for 
folks who get blanket immigration, a 
pass and citizenship to this great coun-

try, who have committed violent acts, 
criminal acts, folks who are convicted 
of DUIs, gang members; but it is not 
the dream of the American citizen. In 
fact, it is a nightmare what is hap-
pening on the border of this country. 

And it is anything but a promise. It 
is a failure. It is a broken promise to 
do our first job, and that is to protect 
the American people, to provide for a 
common defense. 

From denying we have a crisis in the 
first place, despite all the evidence to 
the contrary, to irrationally calling 
walls immoral, to repeatedly refusing 
to get the President the resources he 
needs to secure the border and safely 
detain the children and families who 
have made the dangerous trek, Demo-
crats have been derelict in their con-
stitutional duty to defend our borders 
and to stop this flow of illegal immi-
grants into our country. 

We have a responsibility to safeguard 
our sovereignty as a nation and know 
who is coming into this country. 

President Reagan said: ‘‘A nation 
that cannot control its borders is not a 
nation.’’ Right now, we have zero oper-
ational control of our borders. 

For the second straight month, Bor-
der Patrol agents apprehended more 
than 100,000 people trying to cross the 
border illegally, the highest number in 
12 years. That is an average of 4,500 
people a day. Homeland Security ex-
perts say we apprehend one out of 
three. So we are talking about thou-
sands upon thousands of people that we 
don’t even apprehend. 

Just last week, Border Patrol agents 
in El Paso encountered a thousand peo-
ple who just walked across the border. 
We couldn’t do anything. We just let 
them go. We don’t have the capacity. 
We don’t have the resources. 

Even The New York Times and Presi-
dent Obama’s Homeland Secretary Jeh 
Johnson—no fans of this administra-
tion, for sure—have admitted that the 
system is being pushed past the break-
ing point and that having over 4,000 
people cross every day constitutes a 
crisis. 

The situation is so bad, the Border 
Patrol agents are being forced to re-
lease folks into the interior of our 
country because they have run out of 
room to house everybody. 

And from the great State of Texas, 
my home State, where we are on the 
front lines against the fight against il-
legal immigration, I can tell you that 
our brave patrolmen and -women are 
simply outnumbered and overwhelmed. 

And yet, in the midst of this unprece-
dented border crisis, what is the solu-
tion from the Democrats? A blanket 
amnesty to millions of people, to re-
ward those who come over here ille-
gally over the millions who have re-
spected our laws and waited in line to 
become citizens, waiting for years to 
become citizens. 

To grant amnesty to illegals while 
abandoning our own citizens and their 
security needs is disconnected from re-
ality. It is disrespectful to our citizens, 
and it is downright un-American. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish today’s vote was 
an isolated incident. Unfortunately, it 
is the latest in a long litany of exam-
ples that exposes just how extreme the 
Democratic Party has become, whether 
it is advocating for open borders, al-
lowing for abortion up to point of 
birth, or putting our country on the 
road to ruin with failed socialist poli-
cies, and it is just another example of 
Democrats showing they are more in-
terested in opposing and obstructing a 
President than solving real problems. 

f 

HONORING HISPANIC SOLDIERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BARRAGÁN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, this 
week I have the honor of travelling to 
the beaches of Normandy, France, 
along with a congressional delegation 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of D-Day on the exact site where over 
2,500 brave Americans were to, in the 
words of Abraham Lincoln, give their 
last full measure of devotion. 

Several among those fallen were 
some of the nearly 500,000 Latino sol-
diers who served in World War II. By 
the end of that war, 17 Mexican Ameri-
cans received the Congressional Medal 
of Honor, a source of great pride for the 
Latino community and a legacy of 
honor that has continued throughout 
modern history, which now counts 60 
Medals of Honor awarded to soldiers of 
Hispanic heritage. 

b 1015 
Among the military units with His-

panic representation that participated 
in the D-Day invasion was the U.S. 
Army 79th Infantry Division, which 
landed at Utah Beach. 

The D-Day forces included men like 
Nick Alvarez from California, who led a 
tank crew that broke through the Ger-
man defenses that day, helping to put 
the Allies on the offensive and, ulti-
mately, helped lead to the fall of Nazi 
Germany. 

Those D-Day forces also included Pri-
vate Andrew Ortega from Anaheim, 
California, who was one of the very 
first Americans to land on Omaha 
Beach as part of a team of engineers 
tasked with finding and neutralizing 
land mines ahead of the infantrymen 
taking part in the assault. Under re-
lentless fire from German guns, Pri-
vate Ortega searched for and defused 
land mines no bigger than eggs. His he-
roic efforts in the face of horrific dan-
ger no doubt saved countless American 
lives. 

As we make ready to honor all the 
troops participating in the D-Day inva-
sion, I would like to make special men-
tion of Private Louis Martin, who was 
a resident of my home district in Wil-
mington, California, and who is pic-
tured here in this photo provided by his 
family. 

Private Martin was born in Deming, 
New Mexico, in 1914, and moved to Wil-
mington as a young adult. By the time 
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