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means to be a leader in whatever career or field they love or are passionate
about. My hope is that eventually
these girls will grow into engaged citizens and leaders—not only women who
vote but women who aren’t afraid to
run for office or run a boardroom or
pursue a STEM career or anything else
they might desire.
The 19th Amendment—hard fought—
brought women more than just the
right to vote; in many ways, it gave us
women more courage to run, to advocate, and to lead.
I thank my colleagues for taking
time today to celebrate the 19th
Amendment, to celebrate civic-minded
women, courageous women, and to celebrate that our country is stronger
now and will be stronger in the future
because women are voting and leading.
I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
MCSALLY). The Senator from Maine.
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, earlier, I recognized Senator Barbara Mikulski, an outstanding leader and
former colleague and member of the
Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission. I also want to acknowledge that
there are other members of the Commission who are here with us today. We
welcome them as they observe this debate, and we thank them for their hard
work to make sure this significant occasion is recognized.
It is now my great pleasure to yield
time to the Senator from Washington,
Senator CANTWELL.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Washington.
Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
thank the Senator from Maine for helping us coordinate this very important
moment today, and I, too, want to recognize the presence of our former colleague, who is playing such a great role
in helping us commemorate next year
as such a very important time for us to
recognize the important role of women’s voices in American politics.
I join my colleagues today to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
Senate’s passing of the 19th Amendment and to honor all the women who
struggled hard and long to make sure
our democracy included our voices, the
voices of all women, all those women
who saw the promise of the United
States and fought for their place in it.
Those women helped craft a more perfect union. For nearly a century, these
women fought to be heard, and their efforts fundamentally transformed our
democracy and our country.
I am very proud to represent a State
with a long tradition of women activists and leaders. Today, I want to recognize two influential suffragists from
my State—Emma Smith DeVoe and
May Hutton. Both women were pioneers in the struggle to get the right to
vote. In an era when women were given
few opportunities, these two women refused to be held back. They instead
paved a way for women to fully engage
in the political process.
Tacoma resident Emma Smith DeVoe
built the Washington Equal Suffrage
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Association and led the successful campaign to enshrine women’s suffrage in
Washington’s State Constitution a full
10 years ahead of the ratification of the
19th Amendment. She helped win the
right to vote for women in Idaho in
1896 and led campaigns in other States,
speaking and organizing rallies and sitins, and she helped found the National
Council of Women Voters to continue
the nationwide suffrage movement and
educate newly enfranchised women
about politics across the country. Her
efforts got her the nickname ‘‘the
Mother of Woman’s Suffrage.’’
May Hutton, the other activist from
our State, overcame a very difficult
childhood. She and her husband became
successful entrepreneurs and devoted
much of their self-made wealth to activism.
When they moved to Spokane from
Idaho in 1906, May actually lost her
right to vote in the process. She quickly set out to work to change that injustice and win the franchise for women in
every State in the territory.
She wrote:
Women should vote because they have the
intelligence to vote. They should vote because it gives them responsibilities, and responsibilities better fit women for all conditions of life. Equality before the law gives
women a fair chance with men in a question
of wages for the same work.

There you go—a century ago, someone standing up for women to have the
same wage in work, and that is the
work we continue here today.
She continued:
In other words, the enfranchisement of
women means a square deal for all.

May stood tall for more than just
women’s rights; she proposed extending
the franchise to all adults, regardless
of sex, race, or color.
Washington’s territorial legislature
gave women the right to vote in 1883,
but it was struck down by the courts.
Because of the continuous efforts of
Ms. DeVoe, Ms. Hutton, and so many
others, women finally gained the franchise in Washington in 1910—a full decade before this right was guaranteed
nationally. Emma Smith DeVoe and
May Hutton paved the way for so many
women. Washington State is proud of
their work, and we are proud of their
accomplishments.
As we honor them today, we must
also recognize that the struggle for
equal rights is still not over. We have
more to do. We know that our country
is stronger, more representative, and
more successful when we include
women at every table and in every
boardroom and at every ballot box and
in every discussion in our families and
in our communities, but we need to be
reminded of the example of Emma and
May so that other suffragists know
that we remember their work and are
grateful for it and that we are going to
continue the fight to get equal access
and equal representation in all issues
in the United States.
I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine.
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Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
simply want to thank my colleagues
for their participation today in bringing to the attention of the American
people that this truly is a historic occasion, a date on which we celebrate
the Senate’s passage of the 19th
Amendment granting women a longoverdue right to vote. I want to thank
all of my colleagues who participated
in the speeches. The history they
brought from their individual States
was fascinating indeed.
It is my understanding that we will
now move to pass commemorative coin
legislation introduced by the Senator
from Tennessee.
I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee.
f

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE CENTENNIAL
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam President, as in legislative session, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from further consideration of S. 1235 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate consideration.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the bill by title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1235) to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of ratification of the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, giving women in the United States the right to
vote.

There being no objection, the committee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam President, I ask unanimous consent that the
Barrasso amendment at the desk be
considered and agreed to; the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The amendment (No. 251) was agreed
to as follows:
(Purpose: To add Esther Hobart Morris to a
list of suffrage activists)
On page 2, line 18, insert ‘‘Esther Hobart
Morris,’’ before ‘‘and’’.

The bill (S. 1235), as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:
S. 1235
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Women’s
Suffrage Centennial Commemorative Coin
Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSE.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress

finds the following:
(1) Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia
Mott organized the first Women’s Rights
Convention in Seneca Falls, New York.
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Sixty-eight women and 32 men signed the
Declaration of Sentiments at the Convention
in July 1848.
(2) The Declaration of Sentiments was
modeled after the Declaration of Independence and declared that ‘‘all men and women
are created equal’’, linking women’s rights
directly to the founding ideals of the United
States.
(3) Suffrage activists, including Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Harriet
Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Ida B. Wells,
Jovita Idar, Inez Millholland, Mary Church
Terrell, Anne Dallas Dudley, Carrie Chapman Cat, Alice Paul, Lucy Burns, Esther Hobart Morris, and many others, conducted
over 900 local, State, and Federal campaigns
over a 72-year time span to win women the
right to vote.
(4) On November 6, 1917, New York granted
women the right to vote, which was an act
that created momentum for the national
movement that culminated in the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 3 years later.
(5) The 19th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States (‘‘The Susan B. Anthony Amendment’’) guarantees all United
States women the right to vote and was
passed by the 66th Congress of the United
States on June 4, 1919.
(6) On August 9, 1920, right before the ratification period was set to expire, Governor
Albert H. Roberts called a special session of
the Tennessee General Assembly to consider
the amendment. Pro-suffrage and anti-suffrage activists from around the country descended on Nashville, Tennessee, intent on
influencing the legislature.
(7) After the amendment was defeated in a
48–48 tie vote, Tennessee State Representative Harry T. Burn from McMinn County
cast the deciding favorable vote after receiving a note from his mother, Phoebe
Ensminger Burn, imploring him to vote yes
for ratification.
(8) On August 18, 1920, Tennessee became
the 36th and final State needed to pass the
19th Amendment, ensuring its ratification
pursuant to Article V of the Constitution of
the United States.
(9) The 19th Amendment was ratified on
August 26, 1920, when Secretary of State
Bainbridge Colby issued a proclamation announcing it has become part of the Constitution of the United States.
(10) The ratification of the 19th Amendment marked the single largest extension of
voting rights in United States history,
enfranchising 27,000,000 American women in
the United States.
(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is—
(1) to honor and commemorate the work of
women suffrage activists in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries;
(2) to increase public awareness and appreciation for the history of the women’s suffrage movement; and
(3) to encourage all women in the United
States to exercise their hard-won franchise
and to become involved in civic life if they
so choose.
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SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.
(a) $1 SILVER COINS.—The Secretary of the

Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue not
more than 400,000 $1 coins, which shall—
(1) weigh 26.73 grams;
(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and
(3) contain at least 90 percent silver.
(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted
under this Act shall be legal tender, as provided in section 5103 of title 31, United States
Code.
(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all coins minted under this Act
shall be considered to be numismatic items.
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SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COIN.
(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins

minted under this Act shall be emblematic
of the women who played a vital role in rallying support for the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States.
(2) DESIGNATIONS AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On
each coin minted under this Act, there shall
be—
(A) a designation of the value of the coin;
(B) an inscription of the year ‘‘2020’’; and
(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’,
‘‘In God We Trust’’, ‘‘United States of America’’, ‘‘E Pluribus Unum.’’
(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins
minted under this Act shall—
(1) contain motifs that honor Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Carrie Chapman Catt, Harriet Tubman, Mary Church
Terrell, Alice Paul, Lide Meriwether, Ida B.
Wells, and other suffrage activists of the late
19th century and early 20th centuries;
(2) be selected by the Secretary, after consultation with the Smithsonian Institution’s
American Women’s History Initiative, and
the Commission of Fine Arts; and
(3) be reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee.
SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS.
(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under

this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and
proof qualities.
(b) MINT FACILITIES.—Only 1 facility of the
United States Mint may be used to strike
any particular quality of the coins minted
under this Act.
(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary
may issue coins under this Act only during
the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and
ending on December 31, 2020.
SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS.
(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under

this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a
price equal to the sum of—
(1) the face value of the coins;
(2) the surcharge provided in section 7(a)
with respect to such coins; and
(3) the cost of designing and issuing the
coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, overhead expenses, marketing,
and shipping).
(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall
make bulk sales of the coins issued under
this Act at a reasonable discount.
(c) PREPAID ORDERS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall accept prepaid orders for the coins minted
under this Act before the issuance of such
coins.
(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be
at a reasonable discount.
SEC. 7. SURCHARGES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—All sales of coins issued

under this Act shall include a surcharge as
follows:
(1) A surcharge of $10 per coin for the $1
coin described under section 3(a)(1).
(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section
5134(f) of title 31, United States Code, and
section 8(2), all surcharges received by the
Secretary from the sale of coins issued under
this Act shall be promptly paid by the Secretary to the Smithsonian Institution’s
American Women’s History Initiative for the
purpose of—
(1) collecting, studying, and establishing
programs relating to women’s contributions
to various fields and throughout different periods of history that have influenced the direction of the United States; and
(2) creating exhibitions and programs that
recognize diverse perspectives on women’s
history and contributions.
(c) AUDITS.—The Smithsonian Institution’s
American Women’s History Initiative shall
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be subject to the audit requirements of section 5134(f)(2) of title 31, United States Code,
with regard to the amounts received under
subsection (b).
SEC. 8. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES.

The Secretary shall take such actions as
may be necessary to ensure that—
(1) minting and issuing coins under this
Act will not result in any net cost to the
United States Government; and
(2) no funds, including applicable surcharges, shall be disbursed to any recipient
designated in section 7(b) until the total cost
of designing and issuing all of the coins authorized by this Act (including labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, overhead expenses, marketing, and shipping) is recovered by the United States Treasury, consistent with sections 5112(m) and 5134(f) of
title 31, United States Code.
f

NOMINATION OF ANDREW M. SAUL
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam President, I oppose the nomination of Andrew Saul to be Commissioner of Social Security. I am deeply concerned
about the treatment of unions who represent workers at the Social Security
Administration, and Mr. Saul declined
to give meaningful assurances that
anything will change under his leadership. Americans everywhere count on
the Federal employees of the Social Security Administration to ensure fairness and efficiency in the benefits provided by Social Security for retirees,
people with disabilities, and surviving
spouses and dependents.
The Social Security Administration
demonstrated particular hostility towards its workforce in the way it implemented Executive orders that were
issued by President Trump on May 25,
2018, which would have undermined
lawful civil service protections. Despite a court order striking down significant portions of these Executive orders, management at the Social Security Administration has continued to
insist on positions in collective bargaining agreements that closely mirror
the invalidated Executive orders. The
Federal Service Impasses Panel recently imposed a contract on one of the
unions representing Social Security
workers that hews closely to the Executive orders, including provisions to
deny the union use of office space in
government buildings and slash the official time available to the union to
fulfill their statutory duties to represent workers.
When asked about these attacks on
the rights of Social Security workers,
Mr. Saul provided only vague statements that included no commitments
to take meaningful action to improve
labor practices at Social Security.
Workers at the Social Security Administration and the American people who
are counting on Social Security deserve better, and I hope Mr. Saul will
prove me wrong by proactively engaging with his workforce and reversing
the damage that has been done.
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