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June 5, 2019

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agreed to the following
resolution:

S. RES. 229

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was born in Pontotoc, Mississippi,
in 1937;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran graduated from Byram High School
in Hinds County, Mississippi, as valedic-
torian, an Eagle Scout, a member of 4-H, and
a student athlete;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran studied at the University of Mis-
sissippi in Oxford, Mississippi;

Whereas, while a student at the University
of Mississippi, the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was president of Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity, vice president of the student
body, company commander in the Navy Re-

serve Officers’ Training Corps, and head
cheerleader;
Whereas the Honorable William Thad

Cochran was commissioned an Ensign in the
United States Naval Reserve, served aboard
the USS MACON from 1959 to 1961, served on
staff of the Commandant of the Eighth Naval
District in New Orleans, Louisiana, taught
military law and naval orientation at the Of-
ficer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Is-
land, from 1962 to 1964, and was promoted to
the rank of Lieutenant in the United States
Naval Reserve;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran studied at the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law in Oxford, Mississippi,
and at Trinity College, University of Dublin,
in Dublin, Ireland, on a Rotary Foundation
Graduate Fellowship;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran joined the law firm of Watkins &
Bager in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1964, was
made a partner at that firm in less than 3
years, and served as chairman of the Mis-
sissippi Law Institute, lawyers’ chairman for
the Heart Fund and United Givers Fund,
president of the Young Lawyers Division of
the Mississippi Bar Association, a board
member of the Jackson Rotary Club, and
chairman of the Legal Services program of
the Jackson Junior Bar;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives to represent the Fourth District
of Mississippi in 1972, and was reelected in
1974 and 1976;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was elected to the Senate in 1978,
becoming the first Republican in more than
100 years to win a statewide election in the
State of Mississippi, and was reelected in
1984, 1990, 1996, 2002, 2008, and 2014, with a
total period of service lasting from Decem-
ber 27, 1978, to April 1, 2018;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran served as Chair of the Senate Re-
publican Conference from 1991 to 1997;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran served as Chairman of the Com-
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mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate from 2003 to 2005;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran served as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate from
2005 to 2007 and from 2015 to 2018;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran championed education programs, in-
cluding programs to increase educational
achievement among disadvantaged children,
particularly in rural areas, to build the re-
search capabilities of universities, and to
support Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran worked to strengthen the Armed
Forces by supporting shipbuilding programs
for the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Coast
Guard, and other critical Federal organiza-
tions and the military bases and installa-
tions in the State of Mississippi and across
the United States;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was the chief sponsor of the Na-
tional Missile Defense Act of 1999 (Public
Law 106-38; 113 Stat. 205), which made the
United States exponentially safer by cre-
ating the missile defense system used by the
United States as of June 2019;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was a leader in agriculture and
worked to promote United States agricul-
tural innovation around the world through
the development of the Cochran Fellowship
Program of the Department of Agriculture,
which trains fellows from middle-income
countries to strengthen and enhance trade
linkages between the countries of the fellows
and agricultural interests in the United
States;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran led the effort to provide critical
Federal assistance to the State of Mississippi
and other Gulf Coast States devastated by
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the worst natural
disaster in the history of the United States;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was a devoted father, grandfather,
and husband;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was awarded honorary degrees from
Kentucky Wesleyan College, Mississippi Col-
lege, Blue Mountain College, the University
of Richmond, Belhaven University, and
Tougaloo College;

Whereas the Honorable William Thad
Cochran was recognized as the tenth-longest
serving Senator in the history of the United
States;

Whereas the service of the Honorable Wil-
liam Thad Cochran on behalf of the people of
the State of Mississippi and all people of the
United States earned the Honorable William
Thad Cochran the respect and devotion of
colleagues and the title ‘‘the Quiet Per-
suader’’; and

Whereas the death of the Honorable Wil-
liam Thad Cochran has deprived the State of
Mississippi and the United States of one of
the most distinguished statesmen: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) has heard with profound sorrow and
deep regret the announcement of the death
of the Honorable William Thad Cochran,
former Senator for the State of Mississippi;
and

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate—

(A) communicate this resolution to the
House of Representatives; and

(B) transmit an enrolled copy of this reso-
lution to the family of the Honorable Wil-
liam Thad Cochran.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
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lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 1235. An act to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of ratification of the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, giv-
ing women in the United States the right to
vote.

———

NATIONAL ESTUARIES AND ACIDI-
FICATION RESEARCH ACT OF 2019

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 988) to provide for a study
by the Ocean Studies Board of the Na-
tional Academies of Science examining
the impact of ocean acidification and
other stressors in estuarine environ-
ments, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 988

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Es-
tuaries and Acidification Research Act of
2019 or the “NEAR Act of 2019”".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Ocean acidification impacts human
health, natural resources, and the environ-
mental, economic, and recreational uses of
the coastline.

(2) The current understanding of ocean
acidification impacts on estuarine eco-
systems is inadequate to fully prepare and
manage for changing environmental condi-
tions in nearshore locations.

(3) While pH can be measured with high
precision and accuracy in open ocean envi-
ronments, more understanding of the car-
bonate system in estuarine ecosystems is
needed for precise and accurate measure-
ments and observations.

(4) The interaction of multiple stressors,
including salinity, pH, temperature, sea
level rise, and nutrient input, within estua-
rine ecosystems is inadequately understood
for managing the health, economic, rec-
reational, and environmental impacts driven
by these interactions.

(5) A better understanding is needed of how
anthropogenic influences in coastal environ-
ments affect estuarine ecosystems.

(6) More integration and coordination is
needed among regional, national, and global
environmental observations in estuarine en-
vironments, supporting prior investments in
related topics such as nutrient loading, hy-
poxia, ocean acidification, and harmful algae
bloom research and observational systems.
SEC. 3. STUDY EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF

OCEAN ACIDIFICATION AND OTHER
ENVIRONMENTAL STRESSORS ON
ESTUARINE ENVIRONMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Commerce shall make appro-
priate arrangements with the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘National
Academies’’) under which the National Acad-
emies shall conduct a study that—

(1) examines the existing science of ocean
acidification in estuarine environments;

(2) examines the challenges to studying
ocean acidification and ocean acidification’s
interactions with other environment
stressors in estuarine environments;

(3) provides recommendations for improv-
ing future research with respect to ocean
acidification in estuarine environments; and
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