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What we haven’t seen is any appetite 

on the Democratic side for actually 
getting an outcome. We haven’t seen 
the Democrats put aside their reflexive 
opposition to anything—anything—the 
President requests and face the facts. 

So allow me to repeat some of those 
facts yet again. We are all hoping they 
will sink in some time soon. One week 
ago this morning, border agents en-
countered the largest group of people 
attempting an illegal crossing that 
they have ever, ever seen. They appre-
hended more than 1,000 individuals— 
the largest group ever. 

For consecutive months now, the 
men and women who guard our border 
have apprehended more than 100,000 
people—100,000. That is each month— 
100,000 a month. We are talking about 
numbers not seen for more than a dec-
ade. And, as we all know, in particular, 
the amount of families and children are 
consistently record-breaking as well. 

The officials whom we trust to pro-
tect our borders—not to mention feed, 
clothe, and house these individuals— 
have been crying out for months that 
their Agencies are stretched literally 
to the breaking point. One processing 
center that was designed to hold 125 is 
said to hold 900—900. The Director of 
the Office of Refugee Resettlement has 
predicted that the program for unac-
companied children may exhaust all of 
its funding this month—this month— 
and need to reduce operations. 

Here is one newspaper reporting on 
testimony from the head of the Border 
Patrol: 

The flood of migrants has overwhelmed 
Border Patrol stations and other Federal fa-
cilities, forcing immigration agents to re-
lease migrants directly into U.S. border com-
munities with only the hope that they will 
appear for their immigration court hearings. 

So this funding crisis is directly 
weakening our border security and na-
tional security. It is directly worsening 
the conditions for these men, women, 
and children, and the authorities are 
pleading for our help. 

I dare say there are not many occa-
sions when the editorial board of the 
New York Times has chosen to side 
with the Trump administration, but 
this crisis is so bad and the next step is 
so obvious that it has united President 
Trump, Republicans here in Congress, 
and the New York Times editorial 
page. I doubt if we will see that again. 

Here was the title of their editorial 
about a month ago: ‘‘Congress, Give 
Trump His Border Money.’’ They de-
scribed: 

A humanitarian crisis of overcrowding, dis-
ease, and chaos. . . . As resources are 
strained and the system buckles, the misery 
grows. 

They published that editorial while 
we were finalizing the disaster funding 
legislation. There was no reason why 
the funds to alleviate the humani-
tarian crisis at the border should not 
have been included in that bill, and yet 
my friend, the Democratic leader, 
came to the floor multiple times late 
last month to call the issue of border 
funding ‘‘extraneous.’’ 

Addressing the security crisis and 
humanitarian crisis is not extraneous. 
It is essential. Migrants are experi-
encing overcrowded and underequipped 
facilities. Our law enforcement human-
itarian professionals are crying out for 
help. 

Look, I understand our Democratic 
colleagues find it extremely difficult to 
put partisanship aside and work with 
the President the American people 
elected. I think the whole country sees 
very clearly that Democrats in Con-
gress seem to prefer picking fights with 
this President to actually getting 
much done. Their partisan spite must 
not prolong this misery any longer. As 
long as Democrats continue to drag 
their feet on this crisis, as long as they 
keep slow-walking funding that every-
one from President Trump to the New 
York Times sees is necessary, then, my 
colleagues across the aisle will con-
tinue to own the consequences. It is on 
them. 

I hope my Democratic colleagues will 
allow this legislation to move for-
ward—no more poison-pill policy rid-
ers, no more political posturing. It is 
way past time for action. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRAMER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, last 
week, a man submitted his 2-weeks’ no-
tice to his place of employment in Vir-
ginia Beach before going there and 
shooting 12 people and injuring 4 oth-
ers. He unloaded dozens of rounds in-
discriminately. In addition to having 
two handguns, he had extended ammu-
nition magazines and a suppressor to 
muffle the sound of gunfire. 

This was the 100th mass shooting in 
America, coming on the 100th day of 
the year. This has become a regular 
part of life in the United States of 
America—individuals walking into 
churches and shopping malls and 
schools and places of employment and 
shooting indiscriminately such that 
dozens of innocent lives are lost. In 
most cases, the same kinds of weapons 
are used—semiautomatic rifles, ex-
tended magazines—weapons or compo-
nents of weapons that are banned in 
other countries and that were banned 
in this country for a period of time be-
cause they were believed to have been 
so dangerous such that they should 
have been in the exclusive province of 
the military and law enforcement. 

f 

REMEMBERING RYAN KEITH COX 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, Ryan 
Keith Cox was 50 years old when he was 

shot and killed on May 31. He was 
known for his soft-spoken nature and 
his powerful singing voice in his church 
choir, and he was constantly affecting 
those around him with small but mean-
ingful gestures of kindness. 

The day that he was killed in Vir-
ginia Beach, a close coworker of 
Ryan’s, Christi Dewar, was with him 
when the shooting started. Ryan told 
Christi and other colleagues to barri-
cade themselves in the break room. 
Christi implored Keith to join them in 
the break room, but he said to her ‘‘I 
have to go check on the other ones.’’ 
Keith left and was soon shot by the 
gunman as he was assisting other co-
workers in reaching safety. 

Christi said: 
Every time I was upset, [Ryan] would give 

me a [big] hug. When I was upset about 
something, he knew exactly what to say to 
make you smile. He’s the type of person who 
you know would lay down his life for some-
one, just like he did. 

Bishop Williams of Faith World Min-
istries in Norfolk said that he had 
known Keith and his family for years. 
They were close, a very loving family, 
and had just been ‘‘leaders in the 
church world,’’ Bishop Williams said. 

Ryan Keith Cox was 50 years old 
when he was shot in Virginia Beach. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSHUA HARDY 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, Joshua 
Hardy was 2 years older. He was 52 
years old. He had been working for 41⁄2 
years as an engineer and technician for 
the city of Virginia Beach. He was 
raised in Hampton Roads. He came 
from a really big family, and he was de-
scribed by his friends and his family as 
being incredibly caring, especially 
about kids. He didn’t have any children 
of his own, but he often watched over 
his nieces and nephews. 

One of his nieces, Tasha, remembered 
that he was around a lot. ‘‘He cared 
about me and all of my cousins,’’ she 
said. ‘‘He was like a father figure to me 
because my dad wasn’t around.’’ 

In 2011, Joshua actually published a 
book, called the ‘‘ABC Book on Pro-
tecting Yourself from Strangers.’’ 

The people he worked with remember 
being so impressed that Joshua had 
gone above and beyond the call. One of 
his colleagues in the engineering de-
partment, Larry Knight, gave a copy of 
the book to his daughter and his grand-
son. He remembers Joshua as just al-
ways having a smile on the job: 

Joshua was one of the nicest men you 
would ever care to meet. He was funny and 
kindhearted. [He] would do anything for you. 

f 

REMEMBERING LAQUITA BROWN 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, 
LaQuita Brown was 39 years old. She 
was a public servant from Chesapeake, 
VA. She had worked in the public 
works department for more than 4 
years. She was a right-of-way agent. 
Her friends called her ‘‘Ms. Worldwide’’ 
because she loved to travel. She had 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:26 Jun 06, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G05JN6.002 S05JNPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T15:12:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




