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of Susan Combs, of Texas, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), 
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea’’, the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’, and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), 
the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) 
are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 56, 
nays 37, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 140 Ex.] 
YEAS—56 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—37 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Harris 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—7 

Alexander 
Cassidy 
Duckworth 

Gillibrand 
Moran 
Sanders 

Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 56, the nays are 37. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Susan Combs, 
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

TARIFFS 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, since 

President Trump announced his intent 
to impose tariffs on goods imported to 
the United States from Mexico, I have 
been perplexed at the reaction from our 
Democratic colleagues on both sides of 
the Capitol. They seem to have washed 
their hands of the humanitarian crisis 
occurring at the border. 

Again, these are President Obama’s 
words. In 2014 he identified this crush 
of humanity coming across from Cen-
tral America into the United States 
claiming asylum as a humanitarian 
and security crisis. But our Democratic 
friends are simply washing their hands 
of any responsibility and have not of-
fered any solutions or any ideas on how 
to solve the problem. 

Perhaps they feel like this is Presi-
dent Trump’s problem, but this is more 
than just the President’s problem. It is 
America’s problem and challenge: How 
do we deal with this flood of humanity? 

I would like to be clear on one point. 
I agree with the President that Mexico 
needs to do more to staunch the flow of 
people across its borders and into the 
United States. They must do more and 
we must do more to stop this mass mi-
gration, but any action must prioritize 
both our country’s physical and our 
economic security. 

Tariffs are not my first choice on 
how to address this problem. In fact, 
that is not the most responsible way to 
address this. The most responsible way 
to address it is by taking up, debating, 
and voting on bipartisan legislation 
that would actually fix the vulnerabili-
ties in our current law that are being 
exploited by the human smugglers who 
are charging between $5,000 and $10,000 
per person to smuggle people from Cen-
tral America, across Mexico, and into 
the United States. 

Tariffs, on the other hand, would be a 
massive tax. The U.S. Chamber esti-
mates that Texas alone would face $5.35 
billion in increased costs as a result of 
a 5-percent tariff that could take effect 
as early as Monday. This translates 
into about $1,000 more on a car. 

I am happy that the Vice President 
and Secretary Pompeo are meeting 
with the Mexican Foreign Minister and 
other officials today. Actually, I am 
encouraged by the response of the 
Mexican Government, and I can only 
hope that they come up with some sort 
of agreement so that these tariffs do 
not go into effect. 

Stronger action by Mexico would be a 
step in the right direction, but it 
doesn’t come close to solving the un-
derlying problem. I feel like a broken 
record at times, constantly reminding 
my colleagues here of the challenges 
we are facing in Texas because of this 
crisis. 

More than 100,000 people illegally 
crossed our southern border between 
March and April—100,000. That is not a 
combined figure. It is about 100,000 
each month. The Department of Home-

land Security has not released statis-
tics for the month of May, but I am not 
expecting any good news. 

As a matter of fact, if nothing 
changes, the pull factors—the reasons 
why people would leave their homes in 
Central America, cross Mexico, and 
make this dangerous trip into the 
United States—are doing nothing but 
getting worse, encouraging more and 
more people to take that dangerous 
trip. 

Unlike in previous years, the vast 
majority of those crossing aren’t from 
Mexico, as I said. So far this fiscal 
year, 74 percent of the Border Patrol’s 
apprehensions across the southern bor-
der were people coming from Guate-
mala, Honduras, and El Salvador. 

And if you talk to the McAllen Sec-
tor Border Patrol chief, he will tell you 
that last year alone people from 140 dif-
ferent countries—140 different coun-
tries—came across our southern border 
with Mexico and into the United 
States. That is because they realize, if 
you can fly or get any way you can— 
take a boat, swim, get to Central 
America—you can make your way up 
from Central America into the United 
States. The individuals illegally enter-
ing our country are overwhelmingly ei-
ther families or unaccompanied chil-
dren, which means we don’t have the 
facilities, the resources, or legal au-
thorities. We need to expeditiously 
process them and care for them prop-
erly. 

What is more, 70 percent of unaccom-
panied children and family unit appre-
hensions are occurring in just two sec-
tors—El Paso and the Rio Grande Val-
ley—making the State of Texas and its 
border communities the hardest hit. 

We are ground zero for this crisis. As 
I said, this is equated to an all-out hu-
manitarian crisis along the border. Our 
law enforcement officials, city leaders, 
nongovernmental organizations—ev-
eryone who wants to treat these mi-
grants compassionately and appro-
priately is being completely over-
whelmed by the massive waves of peo-
ple who are entering our country. 

We need to get to work on both 
short-term and long-term solutions. 

First, we need to get additional fund-
ing to the departments and agencies 
that are trying to manage this crisis 
and care for the migrants in their cus-
tody. Without action here in Congress, 
funding could dry up by the end of this 
month, creating an even more dire sit-
uation. That should be our most imme-
diate focus—getting funding to the 
agencies responsible for managing this 
crisis. I know the appropriators are 
working on this, and I hope we can 
come up with a solution soon because 
time is not on our side. But that is not 
a fix; that is a patch. 

Any sort of lasting change cannot be 
solved by a funding bill or by tariffs. It 
has to be solved by something only 
Congress can do—passing legislation 
that addresses the root of the problem. 

From what I know, there is only one 
bill that would address this humani-
tarian crisis at the border, a bill that 
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