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places of worship. Creating change in 
our country isn’t easy. It requires 
going up against powerful special inter-
ests. Few are as powerful as the NRA. 
Change never starts in Washington. We 
make progress because of grassroots 
movements of Americans all across our 
country demanding action. From 
Marches for Our Lives to the Women’s 
March, to the activism around the Af-
fordable Care Act, Americans proved 
again and again and again the power of 
activism. Mothers and fathers, stu-
dents and teachers all across this coun-
try who stood up and marched for gun 
safety are the people we sent here to 
serve, not the special interest gun 
lobby. 

I hope my colleagues will not so eas-
ily forget what happened in Virginia 
Beach and at the Poway synagogue and 
in Pittsburgh and in Parkland and in 
Orlando and at the Capital Gazette in 
Annapolis and in Las Vegas and in 
Sandy Hook and in our neighborhoods 
around this country every month, 
every week, and every day. 

NOMINATION OF SUSAN COMBS 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

have come to the floor to speak in 
strong support of the nomination of 
Ms. Susan Combs, of Texas, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Policy, Manage-
ment, and Budget at the Department of 
the Interior. 

This is one of five Assistant Sec-
retary positions at Interior, and, as the 
title suggests, it is critical to the De-
partment’s ability to function. The in-
dividual who holds this position is re-
sponsible for overseeing everything 
from the annual budget request to fi-
nancial management, procurement, 
and policy and program analysis. 

The President’s nominee, Susan 
Combs, is very well qualified. She has 
previously served as a State represent-
ative, as agriculture commissioner, and 
as comptroller in her home State of 
Texas. Over the years, Ms. Combs has 
worked extensively with the Depart-
ment of the Interior, including the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, which has 
helped her gain substantive expertise 
about a range of issues that she will 
face in her new role. 

My only wish is that we could have 
confirmed Ms. Combs long ago. Instead, 
due to holds and delays here on the 
Senate floor, she ultimately had to be 
reported from the Energy and Natural 
Resources committee on three separate 
occasions—in 2017, in 2018, and again 
this year. She is not controversial. 
Each time, we reported her with bipar-
tisan support. But she has now been 
forced to wait for a total of nearly 700 
days for confirmation, meaning she 
will have held up for longer than she 
will be able to serve, at least in the 
current term. 

I appreciate Ms. Combs’ willingness 
to serve our country. I appreciate her 
patience over the course of nearly 2 full 
years, which is testament to just how 
broken the nominations process had 
become, and her commitment to see 
this through. I also thank Leader 

MCCONNELL for scheduling this vote 
and encourage every Member of this 
Chamber to vote in favor of confirma-
tion. 

Mr. BROWN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Combs nomination? 

Mr. BROWN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea’’ and the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PERDUE). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote or to 
change their vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 57, 
nays 36, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 141 Ex.] 

YEAS—57 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—36 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—7 

Alexander 
Booker 
Gillibrand 

Markey 
Moran 
Sanders 

Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the remaining 
votes in this series be 10 minutes in 
length. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Ryan T. Holte, of Ohio, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Federal 
Claims for a term of fifteen years. 

Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, Joni Ernst, 
Steve Daines, Roger F. Wicker, John 
Thune, Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, John 
Kennedy, John Boozman, Pat Roberts, 
Mike Rounds, John Cornyn, Richard 
Burr, John Barrasso, Lindsey Graham, 
Rick Scott. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Ryan T. Holte, of Ohio, to be a Judge 
of the United States Court of Federal 
Claims for a term of fifteen years, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea’’ and the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 60, 
nays 33, as follows: 
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