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for consumers and seniors. I look for-
ward to her remarks and to working
with both of my colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
let me just say, on behalf of the State
of Nevada, that I am so appreciative
that I get to work with my colleagues
from Wisconsin and Oregon. I thank
them for their commitment because
this is the No. 1 issue in the State of
Nevada.

I say to Senator BALDWIN: What you
are doing is really standing up for peo-
ple and their right to have access to af-
fordable healthcare in this country
when they need it, access to medica-
tion when they need it, and the com-
fort in knowing that if they purchase a
plan, if something, God forbid, should
happen to them, then, they will have
access to that medication and those
doctors when they need it. Thank you
for your hard work.

I stand today because I want to tell
you about one of these people in the
State of Nevada. Her name is Carol
Elewski. She is from Reno, NV. Carol
has chronic asthma. She manages it
with medications that cost up to $400 a
month—$400 a month.

In October of 2016, Carol had such a
bad asthma attack that she was admit-
ted to the hospital for 10 days as doc-
tors struggled to get her breathing
under control. Thankfully, today Car-
ol’s health is stable, but because of her
preexisting condition and high pre-
scription drug costs, she depends on
the protections of the Affordable Care
Act to keep her healthcare costs in
check.

This administration, as we have
heard today from my colleagues, keeps
chipping away at those protections.
Literally, we have heard from the
President that he is proud of sabo-
taging the Affordable Care Act. He has
weakened the ACA by expanding access
to these junk plans. These short-term,
limited-duration plans don’t cover es-
sential services, like prescription
drugs, emergency rooms visits, and ma-
ternity care.

Today, I am joining my colleagues
to, once again, urge that we do away
with these scam insurance policies.
These plans appeal to consumers be-
cause they are low cost, but they are
also low benefit, as we have heard.
Many people who purchase them don’t
realize just how limited the coverage
is. All those details are in the fine
print of the policies in dense legal jar-
gon, and it is nearly impossible to un-
derstand. I am an attorney, and I will
tell you that even attorneys have dif-
ficulty understanding that dense legal
jargon in some of these policies. Con-
sumers don’t know that the plans they
are signing up for—because of the
dense legal jargon and because they are
not given specifics, and there is not
enough transparency—don’t even cover
their preexisting conditions. Con-
sumers may not realize that their cov-
erage has annual or lifetime spending
caps.
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Take Carol, for instance. Let’s say
she had signed up for a junk plan in-
stead of an ACA-compliant plan—an
easy mistake to make, since companies
hide the differences between the two.
With the junk plan, Carol’s insurance
could have refused to cover her
healthcare costs because of her asth-
ma. They could have denied payment
for the emergency treatment she need-
ed when she literally could not
breathe, and they could have declined
coverage for the essential medications
she needs to keep the asthma in check.

Under these junk plans, women who
get pregnant don’t get coverage for
prenatal care or for delivering their ba-
bies. People with lifelong genetic con-
ditions, like cystic fibrosis, can be de-
nied coverage, as can those facing men-
tal health issues.

What is more, even if you don’t buy a
junk healthcare plan, these plans’ very
existence drives up our healthcare
costs in this country. That is because
younger, healthier people are more
likely to risk choosing a limited junk
plan because those plans are cheaper.
That leaves the rest of the population,
including many women and children, in
a much more expensive insurance pool.

Estimates say that junk plans could
cost a family of four with an ACA plan
over $3,000 in increased insurance pre-
miums every year. The No Junk Plans
Act that Senator BALDWIN has intro-
duced wundoes the administration’s
order that allowed insurance compa-
nies to offer consumers up to 3 years of
deceptive, skimpy coverage.

Under the No Junk Plans Act, cus-
tomers can only use these short-term
plans for 90 days. The plans would work
the way they were intended—as a
bridge between coverage at one job and
the next.

I hear this all the time in Nevada.
Americans have told us time and again
what they want their healthcare to do:
to cover preexisting conditions, keep
down prescription drug costs, include
women’s health, cover mental health,
and pay for emergency rooms visits.

I am going to continue to fight for
what the American people want, and
that is the comprehensive coverage of
the Affordable Care Act.

We cannot let the administration
succeed in doing an end-run around the
ACA. The House has already passed
legislation to do away with these flim-
sy and deceptive junk plans. Now it is
time for the Senate to step up and do
the same.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

(The remarks of Senator UDALL per-
taining to the submission of S. 1753 are
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

Mr. LEE. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

RECOGNIZING THE SENATE PAGES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,

today is the last day of the session for
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the Senate pages who served during the
spring semester. I want to thank them
for their hard work and service to the
Senate over the last 4 months. I wish
you all well as you return to your
home States with a greater apprecia-
tion for the Senate and our work here.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the list of pages graduating
this week be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Meg Balaji

Elizabeth Bates

Craig Birckhead-Morton

Jackson Cargill

Olivia Castilla

Michael Cathy

Brooke Culp

William Deaton

Gabe Fanning

Caroline Ferry

Cameron Fowler

Sophie Hart

Laura Hartman

Ruthie Kesri

Joe Lesser

Dan McDermott

George Moore

Virginia Pillion

Katerina Retzlaff

Bella Sandoval-Encinas

Matthew Shabino

Caleb Shriver

Hunter Steinlage

Kara Swain

Colby Switser

Teagan Thompson

John Wahlig III

Jamie Yoder

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
might just add that, frequently, it is
difficult to go back to boring high
school. So I hope you are all able to ac-
climate yourselves to the real world
again and always remember your expe-
rience here in the greatest deliberative
body in the world.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 252; that the nomination be
confirmed; that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate; that no further motions be in
order; that any statements related to
the nomination be printed in the
Record; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

The following named officer for ap-
pointment as Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps and appointment in the
United States Marine Corps to the
grade indicated while assigned to a po-
sition of importance and responsibility
under title 10, U.S.C., sections 601 and
8043: To be General

Lt. Gen. David H. Berger
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.
———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN J. SCATES

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, every
day, the American farmer works hard
to keep the faith and survive un-
knowns—from changes in the market-
place or the unpredictability of the
weather, to changes in public policy.
We saw that in the 1980s with disrup-
tions in our export markets, depressed
prices, creeping debt, and high produc-
tion costs. We see that same today.
Just like then, Illinois farm families
have a trusted person fighting to keep
their operations strong and to help
pave the way for a stronger future for
farming—his name is Steve Scates.

I am here today to honor my friend
Steve, who was recently named one of
this year’s Southern Illinois University
Distinguished Alumni. He has more
than earned this prestigious recogni-
tion.

A native of Shawneetown in southern
Illinois, Steve has worked his entire
life in agriculture, from production ag-
riculture with his grandfather, who
founded Pat Scates and Sons Farm, to
developing public policy that supports
our farmers. Ever since he earned his
bachelor’s degree from Southern Illi-
nois University in 1959 in animal
sciences, Steve has been actively in-
volved in a wide range of professional
agricultural organizations, including in
several leadership posts, like chair of
the Illinois Soybean Association board
of directors.

President Bill Clinton recognized
Steve’s experience and hard work sup-
porting the Illinois farming commu-
nity by appointing him the State Exec-
utive Director for the Illinois offices of
the USDA Farm Service Agency, where
he served for 8 years and played a crit-
ical role in the implementation of the
1996 farm bill programs.

He went on to serve as chairperson of
the Illinois Council for Food and Agri-
cultural Research. During his time
there, he received more awards than
can be counted, including the Farm Bu-
reau Eagle Award, the USDA Sec-
retary’s Award, and the SIU College of
Agricultural Sciences 2008 Outstanding
Alumni Award.

With all the awards and recognition,
Steve’s career has really been about
helping people. While he is part of one
of the largest farming operations in Il-
linois, he has always worked to look
out for the interests of the smallest of
farming operations to ensure they re-
ceived a fair shake.
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Although today they say that Steve
has retired from farming, I know that
he is still actively involved and serves
as a senior partner at Pat Scates and
Sons Farms and on the board of direc-
tors for Scates Gardens, Inc. Steve is
never far from his partner and wife,
Kappy, and his heart is always with his
fabulous family.

Illinois agriculture is lucky to have a
champion like Steve and his family
still going strong in the farming com-
munity. America and Illinois need
leaders like Steve now more than ever.

———————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent, but had I been
present, I would have voted no on roll-
call vote No. 141, the confirmation of
Susan Combs to be Assistant Secretary
of the Interior.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present, would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 142, the motion to in-
voke cloture on Ryan T. Holte, to be a
judge of the U.S. Court of Federal
Claims.

I was necessarily absent but, had I
been present, would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 143, the motion to in-
voke cloture on Rossie David Alston,
Jr., to be U.S. district judge for the
BEastern District of Virginia.

I was necessarily absent but, had I
been present, would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 144, the motion to in-
voke cloture on Richard A. Hertling, to
be a judge of the U.S. Court of Federal
Claims.

————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
was necessarily absent for vote No. 137
on the confirmation of David Schenker
to be an Assistant Secretary of State.
On vote No. 137, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on confirmation.

I was also necessarily absent for vote
No. 138 on the confirmation of Heath
Tarbert to be Chairman of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission
and for vote No. 139 on the confirma-
tion of Heath Tarbert to be Commis-
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission. On vote No. 138 and
vote No. 139, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on confirmation
to be Chairman and Commissioner.

I was also necessarily absent for vote
No. 140 on the motion to invoke cloture
on the nomination of Susan Combs to
be an Assistant Secretary of the Inte-
rior. On vote No. 140, had I been
present, I would have voted nay on the
motion to invoke cloture.

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, later
today, I will be leaving with many
other Senators on an official trip to
Normandy, France, to celebrate the
75th anniversary of the D-day invasion,
also known as Operation Overlord. I
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consider it a high honor to be part of a
congressional delegation commemo-
rating one of the most important days
in the history of human civilization. It
is especially important to make this
trip at a time when relations with our
traditional trans-Atlantic allies are
under undue and unnecessary stress.

On June 6, 1944, the largest single
amphibious assault in history crossed
the English Channel and stormed the
beaches of Normandy, code-named
“Utah,” ‘“Omaha,” ‘“Gold,” ‘Juno,”
and ‘‘Sword,” names that will be for-
ever associated with acts of uncommon
valor and self-sacrifice in defense of
human freedom and dignity. The Allied
armada involved over 156,000 U.S., Brit-
ish, and Canadian troops traveling
aboard almost 7,000 naval ships and
landing vessels.

Even before the amphibious assault,
in the darkened skies of that early
morning, 13,100 American paratroopers
of the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions
made parachute drops near Carentan
from over 2,000 Allied aircraft, followed
by 3,937 troops flown in by day on 867
gliders as the opening maneuver of Op-
eration Neptune, the assault operation
for Overlord.

Three of the six Allied divisions in-
volved in D-day were American, includ-
ing the 29th Infantry Division. The 29th
Infantry Division was activated on
February 3, 1941, and based at Fort
Meade, MD. It consisted of soldiers
from Maryland and Virginia. In Sep-
tember 1942, the 29th deployed to Eng-
land, where it made final preparations
for the D-day invasion.

Operation Overlord called for Allied
troops to storm ashore five landing
areas along the 50-mile stretch of Nor-
mandy’s shore. U.S. forces were respon-
sible for taking Utah and Omaha. Se-
curing Omaha was critical to the Al-
lies’ success and would be the site of
the heaviest German resistance. The
29th and the 1st Infantry Division were
responsible for taking Omaha. Nearly
10,000 men of the 29th formed the first
assault wave on Omaha. At approxi-
mately 6:30 in the morning on June 6th,
Allied forces encountered stormy seas,
a low tide, reinforced obstacles, and a
force of 50,000 German troops awaiting
them on Normandy’s 50-mile shoreline.

George ‘‘Billy” Forbes, Jr., of
Bryantown, MD, was a radio operator
in the 29th Infantry Division. Mr.
Forbes described his feelings before the
D-day invasion as ‘‘very anxious and
very scared.” He said that even though
he did not know what to expect, he had
a job to do, and he was going to do it
to the best of his ability.

Lester Lease of Cumberland, MD, was
only 16 years old when he lied about his
age to join the Army. He was a ser-
geant in the 29th when he landed at
Omaha Beach. Mr. Lease stressed the
difficulty of the amphibious assault.
The ‘‘Higgins boats’” could not get
close enough to shore for the soldiers
to get off on the land, so they had to
swim through deep water before they
could wade or crawl ashore. Many of
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