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Known as the Quiet Crusader, Don
was always ahead of his time. As a
Congressman, he fought for the envi-
ronment and human rights and exposed
human rights abuses around the world.
As mayor of Minneapolis—a job he be-
lieved was truly the most rewarding of
his career—he advocated for early
childhood education and put an end to
the ingrained politics of the city’s po-
lice department. Tom Fraser may have
summed up his father’s service best
when he said, ‘‘He persuaded people by
the power of his argument, not the vol-
ume of his speech.” Public service was
Don’s calling.

My first job in Democratic politics
was serving as the volunteer president
of the DFL Education Foundation, a
group Don Fraser founded. His mis-
sion? Ideas matter in politics. And he
lived that. Don and Arvonne were the
heart and soul of the group.

In this era of sound bites and quick
fixes to problems, Don and Arvonne
yearned for something more substan-
tial in the way they talked about
issues. They worked to promote more
citizen involvement in politics.

I remember when Don used to intro-
duce me at events during my run for
Hennepin County attorney, and he used
to say, ‘I used to work for the city of
Minneapolis.” In reality, Don has never
stopped working for Minneapolis and
his country. Don was a great public
servant and an outstanding mentor to
the next generation. He understood
that his public service didn’t end with
him.

It has been said that it is lucky to
have somebody who makes it hard to
say goodbye. It is hard to say goodbye
to Don Fraser, but I count myself
lucky to have known him as a friend.
My family and I greatly miss Don. We
miss seeing him walking with Arvonne
arm in arm in our neighborhood, and
we miss their passion for public service
and their love for their family and
friends.e

———

TRIBUTE TO PETER MELVIN
THOMPSON, JR.

e Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and celebrate the life
of Peter Melvin Thompson, Jr., a deco-
rated Vietnam war veteran and proud
member of the White Earth Nation,
who passed away on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 30, 2019. Today, on June 5, 2019, Mr.
Thompson will be buried with full mili-
tary honors in Arlington National
Cemetery for his service to this coun-
try. He is the first member of the
White Earth Nation to receive this
honor.

Mr. Thompson served in the Army for
12 years, during which time he received
six Purple Hearts, one Silver Star with
valor device, and 3 Bronze Stars with
valor device. In 1960, at the age of 17,
Mr. Thompson talked his dad into sign-
ing papers allowing him to enlist in the
U.S. Army. He attended basic training
and was posted to Fort Leonard Wood,
MO, before volunteering to go to fight
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in the Vietnam war. Mr. Thompson de-
ployed twice to Vietnam, first with the
First Cavalry Regiment in central
Vietnam from January 1968 to 1969.
During this deployment, Mr. Thompson
was wounded twice and earned a
Bronze Star.

Soon after returning to the States,
Mr. Thompson volunteered for a second
tour in Vietnam. During his second
tour, Mr. Thompson served as platoon
leader in charge of seven armored per-
sonnel carriers and three tanks. He was
wounded four more times. In 1970,
while on a rescue mission, Mr. Thomp-
son was injured in combat for the last
time. He was airlifted to Hawk Hill,
where he helped identify all the lost
men in his platoon before being sent to
a field hospital to begin recovery. Mr.
Thompson was transferred to Colorado,
where he finished his recuperation and
served as a probation officer at Fort
Carson before being discharged in 1972.

Mr. Thompson met and married Eve-
lyn Auginaush on July 10, 1973 at St.
Phillips Church in Rice Lake, MN. To-
gether they moved throughout Min-
nesota before returning to Mr. Thomp-
son’s home in Rice Lake. Never one to
be idle, Mr. Thompson found work as a
trapper for the State and Tribe Pred-
ator Control and also worked at the
Leech Lake Indian Health Hospital Fa-
cilities as a manager, where he won
two awards for his service. Mr. Thomp-
son’s time in the military also left an
indelible mark on his life and led him
to start the White Earth Honor Guard,
which he remained a part of through-
out his life.

Today, Mr. Thompson is being laid to
rest with full military honors in Ar-
lington National Cemetery by his wife
Evelyn, daughters Cheryl and Carol, 15
grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren,
and many others. I am proud today to
recognize Peter Thompson for his serv-
ice to this country, to Minnesota, and
to the White Earth Nation.e

———————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF SPECIAL
OLYMPICS ALASKA

e Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, this
week we are celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of Special Olympics Alaska, an
organization that has done so much for
so many Alaskans living with intellec-
tual disabilities in my State and across
the globe.

The rise of the Special Olympics is
one of the world’s great stories. It dem-
onstrates both on the political and per-
sonal fronts what can happen when a
group of people get together to ensure
that everyone has the ability to par-
ticipate in sports and, furthermore, de-
velop skills and friendships that will
last them a lifetime.

The story of Special Olympics dates
back to the 1960s, when one woman, Eu-
nice Kennedy Shriver, decided to make
a difference. Mrs. Shriver had a sister,
Rosemary, who had an intellectual dis-
ability and with whom she was very
close. She knew that Rosemary’s dis-
ability shouldn’t hold her or anybody
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else back from competing in sports and
fulfilling her dreams.

In the summer of 1968 in Chicago, Eu-
nice Shriver opened the first national
games for Special Olympics. One thou-
sand athletes from 26 States and Can-
ada competed in track & field and
swimming. Jump forward to today. Be-
cause of Mrs. Shriver’s vision and advo-
cacy for people with intellectual dis-
abilities, there are now nearly 5 mil-
lion Special Olympics’ athletes around
the world, and as many as 80,000 com-
petitions are held every year, including
in the great State of Alaska.

In 2001, Alaska hosted the Special
Olympics World Winter Games. Mrs.
Shriver said it was the best World Win-
ter Games in Special Olympics history.
That success was only possible because
of the hard working staff, board, volun-
teers, and athletes from the Special
Olympics Alaska organization and the
complete support of a caring, engaged
community.

Special Olympics Alaska will be cele-
brating its 50th anniversary this week-
end in conjunction with the Special
Olympics Alaska Summer Games. Hun-
dreds of athletes and unified partners
from across the State will gather in
Anchorage for 3 days of competition.
They have been dedicated to their
training in aquatics, basketball, gym-
nastics, powerlifting, and track & field,
and this weekend will strive for their
personal best and, no doubt, have a lot
of fun. There is no better place to see
the joy of competition and pure sports-
manship than at a Special Olympics
event.

My family is proud to be part of a
community that supports our Special
Olympics athletes and, to brag a little,
part of a State with a world-class
training center and program that is the
envy of many other States and nations.
Special Olympics Alaska’s success
would not be possible without the dedi-
cated support of so many Alaska fami-
lies and the passion our athletes have
for sports and this organization. Our
athletes inspire all of us. They show us
the true meaning of grit, determina-
tion, and perseverance. Our athletes
know, more than any of us, what Vince
Lombardi meant when he said, ‘‘It’s
not whether you get knocked down; it’s
whether you get up.”

Congratulations again to all the ath-
letes, staff, board, and volunteers of
Special Olympics Alaska for an incred-
ible 50 years of serving the commu-
nity.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
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