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and its now-notorious acts of civil dis-
obedience. They made it their business 
to make authority figures nervous. 
Nervousness, however, is not an excep-
tion to the First Amendment. The stu-
dents knew that, so the lawsuits start-
ed flying. The students’ case finally 
made it to the Supreme Court, which 
held that ‘‘the First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States ap-
plies in full force on the campuses of 
public colleges and universities.’’ That 
case, Healy v. James, was a win for free 
speech. Although precedent continues 
to trend in the right direction, the 
First Amendment is in danger on the 
American college campus. From so- 
called free speech zones to severely re-
stricted speech codes, campus officials 
are doing their best to ensure that stu-
dents are protected from anything that 
may challenge their preexisting no-
tions of right and wrong. 

Instead of creating a safe environ-
ment, these policies have backfired, 
creating an atmosphere of fear and vio-
lence toward opposing viewpoints. 

Just this past April, protesters at the 
University of Texas at Austin used 
smoke bombs to shut down a pro-life 
speaker at a Young Conservatives of 
Texas event. 

In 2017, the editorial staff at Welles-
ley College’s student newspaper threat-
ened hostility toward anyone whose be-
liefs—their beliefs; not just their words 
but their beliefs—did not fit into the 
acceptable liberal mold. 

That same year, Middlebury College 
campus—their left behaved so disgrace-
fully that one progressive columnist 
begged the students at his alma mater 
to find a way to protest views they dis-
agree with without shutting down 
speech entirely. 

In the face of such hostility toward 
free and open debate, I ask this body, 
what have we done, and what can be 
done to turn back the tide? 

Today, on the eve of National Higher 
Education Day, I am introducing the 
Campus Free Speech Resolution of 2019. 
It is a first step in restoring sanity to 
free speech for American college stu-
dents. This resolution first and fore-
most recognizes that free speech zones 
and restrictive speech codes contradict 
the guarantees of the First Amend-
ment. It recognizes that universities 
should protect the free and open ex-
change of ideas and that freedom of 
speech is worth protecting in a world 
increasingly hostile to democracy. 

Through this resolution, I encourage 
the Secretary of Education to promote 
policies that encourage intellectual cu-
riosity, viewpoint diversity, and de-
bate. Last but not least, I encourage 
the Attorney General to defend and 
protect the First Amendment. 

Standing by as universities surrender 
to activists who value their own com-
fort over the free exchange of ideas 
isn’t just a mistake; it is a moral in-
version. 

We have a duty to make sure younger 
generations understand that protecting 
the First Amendment means pro-

tecting one another in the public 
square—even if we want more than 
anything to shut down what we are 
hearing. I may disagree with what you 
have to say, but I will defend your 
right to say it. 

Above all, we have a duty to help 
them understand that an America 
where curiosity is replaced by sus-
picion, where debate is replaced by in-
timidation, and where speech is re-
placed by silence is no America at all. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 234—AFFIRM-
ING THE UNITED STATES COM-
MITMENT TO THE TWO-STATE 
SOLUTION TO THE ISRAELI-PAL-
ESTINIAN CONFLICT, AND NOT-
ING THAT ISRAELI ANNEXATION 
OF TERRITORY IN THE WEST 
BANK WOULD UNDERMINE 
PEACE AND ISRAEL’S FUTURE 
AS A JEWISH AND DEMOCRATIC 
STATE 

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. BALD-
WIN, and Mr. UDALL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 234 

Whereas longstanding United States policy 
has recognized that a two-state solution to 
achieve peace between the Israelis and Pal-
estinians would serve as the best hope for 
peace and security in the region; 

Whereas roadmaps for peace outlined by 
President Bill Clinton, President George W. 
Bush, and President Barack Obama reflected 
the bipartisan United States policy pro-
moting a negotiated two-state solution that 
supports the self-determination of both 
Israelis and Palestinians; 

Whereas successive United States adminis-
trations of different political parties identi-
fied settlement expansion as an impediment 
to peace; 

Whereas Israel’s status as a Jewish and 
democratic state has been indispensable to 
its national identity throughout its history; 

Whereas Israel has built and maintained 
relationships with its Arab neighbors; 

Whereas ongoing security coordination be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians promotes 
stability; 

Whereas deep United States-Israel coopera-
tion provides significant mutual benefit to 
the security and prosperity of both countries 
and strengthens the unbreakable bond be-
tween the people of each country; and 

Whereas any resolution to the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict must guarantee Israel’s se-
curity: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the policy of the United States should 
be to preserve conditions conducive to a ne-
gotiated two-state solution; 

(2) United States efforts to promote peace 
between the Israelis and Palestinians should 
explicitly endorse a two-state solution as the 
goal of any process to resolve the conflict’s 
core issues; 

(3) unilateral annexation of portions of the 
West Bank would jeopardize prospects for a 
two-state solution, harm Israel’s relation-
ship with its Arab neighbors, threaten 
Israel’s Jewish and democratic identity, and 
undermine Israel’s security; and 

(4) a two-state solution is the best hope to 
preserve Israel’s Jewish and democratic na-

ture while fulfilling the Palestinians’ right 
to self-determination, creating a foundation 
for just and durable peace and prosperity. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 235—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 12, 2019, AS 
‘‘WOMEN VETERANS APPRECIA-
TION DAY’’ 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 235 

Whereas, throughout all periods of the his-
tory of the United States, women have 
proudly served the United States to secure 
and preserve freedom and liberty for— 

(1) the people of the United States; and 
(2) the allies of the United States; 
Whereas women have formally been a part 

of the United States Armed Forces since the 
establishment of the Army Nurse Corps in 
1901, but have informally served since the in-
ception of the United States military; 

Whereas women have served honorably and 
with valor, including— 

(1) disguised as male soldiers during the 
American Revolution and the Civil War; 

(2) as nurses during World War I and World 
War II; and 

(3) as combat helicopter pilots in Afghani-
stan; 

Whereas, as of May 2019, women constitute 
approximately 15 percent of United States 
Armed Forces personnel on active duty, in-
cluding— 

(1) nearly 19 percent of active duty per-
sonnel in the Air Force; 

(2) 18 percent of active duty personnel in 
the Navy; 

(3) 14 percent of active duty personnel in 
the Army; 

(4) 8 percent of active duty personnel in the 
Marine Corps; and 

(5) nearly 15 percent of active duty per-
sonnel in the Coast Guard; 

Whereas, as of May 2019, women constitute 
nearly 21 percent of personnel in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves; 

Whereas by 2020— 
(1) the population of women veterans is ex-

pected to reach 2,000,000, which represents an 
exponential increase from 1,100,000 in 1980; 
and 

(2) women veterans are expected to con-
stitute more than 10 percent of the total vet-
eran population; 

Whereas the United States is proud of and 
appreciates the service of all women vet-
erans who have demonstrated great skill, 
sacrifice, and commitment to defending the 
principles upon which the United States was 
founded and which the United States con-
tinues to uphold; 

Whereas women veterans have unique sto-
ries and should be encouraged to share their 
recollections through the Veterans History 
Project, which has worked since 2000 to col-
lect and share the personal accounts of war-
time veterans in the United States; and 

Whereas, by designing June 12, 2019, as 
‘‘Women Veterans Appreciation Day’’, the 
Senate can— 

(1) highlight the growing presence of 
women in the Armed Forces and the Na-
tional Guard; and 

(2) pay respect to women veterans for their 
dutiful military service: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates June 
12, 2019, as ‘‘Women Veterans Appreciation 
Day’’ to recognize the service and sacrifices 
of women veterans who have served valiantly 
on behalf of the United States. 
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