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This is one of those issues where we
look at the situation and see a moral
obligation to act. Dealing with this
problem in our foreign policy is a re-
flection of our country’s values, of our
commitment to the rights and dignity
of all people. This bill will help make
sure our policy stays aligned with
those values and that we are doing
more to end the scourge of child mar-
riage.

I again thank Representative WAG-
NER for her work on this measure. I
urge all Members to support it.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2140, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘““A bill To prevent child
marriage in refugee settlements ad-
ministered by the United Nations, and
for other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING ATLANTIC COUNTY 4-H
PROGRAM

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
since its start in the 1940s, the Atlantic
County 4-H program has encouraged
young people from all communities and
backgrounds to immerse themselves in
areas of science, health, agriculture,
and civic engagement.

The Atlantic County 4-H program is
one of the longest running programs in
the country and teaches valuable life
skills to youth in grades K-13. Through
4-H, these young people are engaged in
a variety of hands-on projects from
livestock to computer science, from
gardening to expressive arts.

These experiences, of course, could
not be possible without the help of vol-
unteers. We are honored to have over 40
volunteers in Hammonton, among
many others, and I want to particu-
larly thank a few members of the com-
munity who have dedicated many years
of service and of their time and exper-
tise to this program.

Thank you to Kathleen Einwechter,
who has been volunteering for 25 years.

Thank you to Al Schollenberger, who
has been volunteering for 45 years.

And thank you to Dorothy Calimer,
who has been giving her time and care
to this program for 50 years.

You and all of our community flour-
ish, and I am excited to celebrate you
today. I am excited about your work,
about your volunteerism, and about
the difference that you make.
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TAKING STEPS TO PROTECT ALL
HUMAN LIFE

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I rise to applaud the Trump
administration for its proactive steps
to ban fetal tissue research.

Last week, HHS terminated the
NIH’s $13 million contract with the
University of California, San Francisco
for research involving human fetal tis-
sue from elective abortions.

Madam Speaker, we should not use
aborted babies for research, period.
Furthermore, we don’t need to because
there are scientifically credible alter-
natives, and this administration is ex-
panding them.

Just last December, NIH announced
$20 million for finding ethical alter-
natives to fetal tissue research. Yet the
Democratic Party supports research
with aborted baby parts, refuses to pro-
tect babies born alive after an at-
tempted abortion, and even decries the
Hyde amendment, the most basic of
protections for taxpayer money.

Thankfully, our pro-life President
will ensure that only forward steps will
be taken to protect all human life.

———

PROTECTING THE INTERESTS OF
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GROTHMAN) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to spend today addressing
the events over the weekend with re-
gard to President Trump’s decision and
then decision to withdraw the threat of
a b percent tariff on goods coming in
through Mexico.

I particularly want to comment with
regard to observations that I have
made, because 10 days ago I was in
Mexico in the Laredo sector of the bor-
der, and about 4 months ago I was in
the Tucson sector of the border. Both
times, I received a thorough tour of the
border from our great Border Patrol,
and the observations that I have made
down there lead me to believe that we
ought to stick with President Trump
as he does what he can to defend our
border. Indeed, my analysis in both Ar-
izona and Texas is that, right now, we
are facing one of the greatest threats
to the future of America.

Before going into it in general, 1
would like to thank our Border Patrol
for all the wonderful things they are
doing.

I don’t know how many Americans
know that, right now, our Border Pa-
trol has 2,000 empty positions. The Bor-
der Patrol should have 21,000 people. It
has got only 19,000 people on the bor-
der.

Right now, we are in the position in
which the Border Patrol is processing
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over 130,000 people a month, up from
only a bit over 40,000 a month just 7 or
8 years ago. This means, since, like ev-
erything else in the world, a lot of pa-
perwork is required wherever some-
thing is done, that the Border Patrol is
woefully underfunded and understaffed.

I would like to apologize to the Bor-
der Patrol for a statement made by one
of my colleagues in which she stated:

With five kids that have died, 5,000 sepa-
rated from their families, I feel like the evi-
dence is really clear that this is intentional.
It is a policy choice being made on purpose,
and it is cruel and inhumane.

Madam Speaker, I will tell you, those
Border Patrol folks and the customs
people are working as hard as they pos-
sibly can. Maybe people don’t realize
that, last month, over 13,000 unaccom-
panied minors came across the border.
That is not people who are separated
from their families. Those are minors
who come in separated from their fami-
lies. Many of these people have spent
days coming through Mexico to come
here.

We were told that one of the prob-
lems they had is that, when Border Pa-
trol began to take care of kids, some of
these kids were used to having one
meal every 2 days. It took a while for
their bodies to get used to having three
meals a day. They are receiving med-
ical care within the first 48 hours they
are here and thorough medical care
within 72 hours after they come here.

I would say that people coming here
are getting better medical care than
perhaps they have ever had in their
life—and surely better nutrition than
they have had in a long time, better
education than they have had in a long
time.

For Members of Congress to respond
to the great deal that the Border Pa-
trol is doing when, inevitably, despite
their best efforts, a couple of people
have come here without medical treat-
ment for weeks, to claim that the Bor-
der Patrol or somehow the administra-
tion is intentionally allowing kids to
die after they worked so hard to save
the kids is one of the most embar-
rassing things I have seen in this Con-
gress.

I assure members of the Border Pa-
trol that, at least among the people I
hang around with, we respect the job
they are doing, and I invite all of my
colleagues to come down to the border
so they don’t make a ridiculous state-
ment that, when a few people are not
able to be kept alive down there, it is
something done on purpose.

O 2015

Let’s look at the crisis down there
and the hand Donald Trump is being
dealt.

In May, the Border Patrol itself—and
this is before Customs, just the Border
Patrol—found over 130,000 people cross-
ing the border. The vast majority of
those came here seeking asylum, which
means they aren’t going to be Kkicked
out. They are given a court date 3, 4, or
5 years out in the future and given a
green card to go find a job.
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