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the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action. I further ask
that following the disposition of the
Morrison nomination, the Senate vote
on the cloture motions for Calendar
Nos. 42, 43, 44, 46, and 49; finally, that if
cloture is invoked on those nomina-
tions, the confirmation votes on the
nominations occur at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader, in
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, on Wednesday, June 12; and that, if
confirmed, the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL
JAMES T. LOEBLEIN

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today 1
wish to recognize and congratulate
RADM James T. Loeblein of the U.S.
Navy on his outstanding service to our
Nation as the Navy’s Chief of Legisla-
tive Affairs from January 2017 to July
2019. During these 2 years, a period best
described as one of constant change, he
deftly led his team to execute with a
lasting legacy of ‘‘precision and style.”

Jim Loeblein was the Navy’s lead ad-
vocate on Capitol Hill and had the
challenging job of communicating with
all 535 Members of Congress. He
expertly handled our constituent in-
quiries and represented the Navy while
balancing military, political, and budg-
etary priorities. His naval service is a
lasting reminder that the TUnited
States remains the strongest maritime
nation.

Rear Admiral Loeblein selflessly de-
voted the last 2 and a half years of his
naval service ensuring our Nation’s
sailors were taken care of and rep-
resented faithfully in Congress. Spe-
cifically, Jim brilliantly led the re-
sponse to the salient issues of this pe-
riod: aircraft carrier purchases and
overhauls, submarine procurement
timelines, the rise of cyber warfare, the
quality of on-base military housing—
and the list goes on. Jim excelled in
this role with his hallmark ‘‘precision
and style.”

Because of Jim’s professionalism and
friendly personality, he established
warm and lasting relationships with
our colleagues, garnering respect and
admiration in both Chambers of Con-
gress and on both sides of the aisle. He
worked with us to broaden the Navy’s
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outreach beyond those members of de-
fense committees. Jim’s efforts, along
with those of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, introduced the Navy to Sen-
ators who would not otherwise have
had exposure to the great work our
sailors are doing around the globe.

On behalf of my colleagues and the
entire U.S. Senate, I want to person-
ally thank RADM Jim Loeblein for his
more than three decades of dedicated
service to the Navy and our nation. He
will be certainly missed. I also want to
thank his wife Carol for her sacrifice
during her own time in the Navy and
for her continued, tremendous support
to her husband. I wish them fair winds
and following seas in his post-naval ca-
reer, and I sincerely look forward to
seeing him again in the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO RITA MEYER

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, this
week in Wyoming, one of our finest
will be recognized by the Wyoming
GOP for a lifetime of service and lead-
ership. I am privileged to tell my col-
leagues about Rita Meyer.

Rita honorably served our great
country for more than 23 years in the
U.S. military. She served as an enlisted
airwoman before becoming an officer in
the Wyoming Air National Guard. Rita
is a combat veteran of both Operation
Desert Storm and Operation Enduring
Freedom. In 1995, the Air National
Guard brought Rita to D.C. to act as
the strategic planning officer for the
National Guard Bureau’s counterdrug
directorate.

Upon returning to Wyoming, Rita
was appointed full-time comptroller for
the Wyoming Air National Guard. Al-
though eligible to retire from National
Guard service in 2004, Rita answered
the call and volunteered for an Active-
Duty command in Southwest Asia. She
was selected to serve as the 455th Air-
lift Wing Expeditionary Mission Sup-
port Group commander at Bagram Air-
field, Afghanistan. She completed her
tour in May 2005.

Having attained the rank of full colo-
nel, Rita retired from her incredibly
distinguished military career in No-
vember of 2007. Colonel Meyer was rec-
ognized for going above and beyond
during her service by being awarded
with the Legion of Merit, the Order of
the Bayonet, and the Order of St. Bar-
bara.

Although retired from the service,
Rita would continue to give back to
the Armed Forces. Colonel Meyer
served as a member of my service acad-
emy nomination board. She also served
as head of former Senator Malcolm
Wallop’s board. I can attest to how
vital volunteers like Rita are to the
process of nominating young men and
women of Wyoming to West Point and
the U.S. Naval, Merchant Marine, and
Air Force Academies.

In addition to an outstanding mili-
tary career, Rita is an exemplary
scholar. Rita earned two degrees from
the University of Wyoming: a bachelor
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of arts in education and a bachelor of
science in finance. She later earned a
master of business administration in
international business from Regis Uni-
versity, as well as a master’s in na-
tional resource strategy from the Na-
tional Defense University in Wash-
ington, DC.

Ultimately, the University of Wyo-
ming would recognize Rita as out-
standing alumnus in both colleges of
business and education. It was also at
the University of Wyoming in Laramie
that Rita was appointed to the board of
trustees.

Rita’s distinguished career continued
as chief of staff for Governor Jim
Geringer. She was later elected as the
State auditor in 2006 and served until
2011.

Building on her career in the mili-
tary and State government, Rita took
the lead of the largest public utility in
Wyoming as vice-president-Wyoming
for Rocky Mountain Power. As the
company’s only executive based in Wy-
oming, Rita oversees the utility’s
State business plan, customer service,
and community relations. Rita’s expe-
rience as a statesman proved to be val-
uable as she helps the company navi-
gate regulatory and legislative issues.
As Wyoming faces challenges in the
ever-changing energy industry, we are
fortunate to have a proven leader like
Rita fighting for solutions.

While being incredibly busy in her
life as a citizen soldier, public servant,
and later as a corporate executive, Rita
never let that get in the way of being
a committed wife and mother. Rita
married dentist Dr. Charles Meyer, a
Rawlins, WY, native in 1977. Dr. Meyer
served as a navy corpsman in the Sol-
omon Islands during WWII. He passed
away in 2011 after a long and distin-
guished career as a leader in dental
health and education. Charlie and Rita
were blessed with a son, Charles, Jr.,
who followed in his parent’s footsteps
by serving as an officer in the U.S.
Navy. Charlie, his wife Jen, and their
two children, Augusta Grace and John
Charles, live in Maryland.

Rita is married to Stephen J. Miller
of SJ Miller Associates in Cheyenne.
Stephen, a senior private investigator
with more than 35 years of experience
in law enforcement, has a master’s de-
gree in public administration from the
University of Wyoming.

Wyoming has benefited immensely
from Rita Meyer’s wisdom and leader-
ship. We continue to look to Rita as
the voice for veterans and civilians
alike. My wife Bobbi and I are proud to
have Rita as our friend, and folks all
over Wyoming are fortunate because
Rita set such a great example for gen-
erations to come.

————

TRIBUTE TO JIM KURTH

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize Jim Kurth
for his 41 years of public service and
congratulate him on his recent retire-
ment.
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