June 11, 2019

GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. MALINOWSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker,
June is Gun Violence Awareness
Month, and I am so tired of watching
innocent children being lowered into
the ground.

A week ago, there was another mass
shooting in Virginia Beach. The shoot-
er had a sound suppressor and a large
capacity magazine. And it struck me:
these things which gave him an advan-
tage are banned in my home State of
New Jersey. We have one of the lowest
rates of gun violence of any State in
America.

Why is that? We have poverty, we
have crime, we have mental illness just
like other States, but we also have sen-
sible gun laws.

It has been just over 100 days since
the House passed a sensible gun bill
that the vast majority of Americans
support. Universal background checks
will save lives. The Senate could pass
this bill today, but the Senate major-
ity leader refuses to hold a vote.

Mr. Speaker, this is what the voters
who sent us here are most tired of: spe-
cial interests blocking action on what
most of us agree must be done.

It is time for the Senate to give the
American people the safety and com-
mon sense that they voted for and, at
long last, pass universal background
checks.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, everyone knows that Americans pay
too much for their prescription drugs,
and something must be done.

That is why I am pleased House
Democrats are addressing the rising
costs of these medications. We have
passed legislation like H.R. 987 and
H.R. 1503, both of which can lower the
cost of prescription drugs by helping to
bring a greater number of generic
drugs to market, but we can’t stop
there.

We must act boldly and in a bipar-
tisan manner, Mr. Speaker, to confront
the obstacles that stand between hard-
working Americans and affordable pre-
scriptions necessary for their well-
being. In the wealthiest nation in the
world, Mr. Speaker, no one should have
to face these barriers to affordable,
quality healthcare.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY DETENTION FACILITIES

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker,
Jakelin Caal Maquin, 7-year-old girl.
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Felipe Gomez Alonzo, 8 years old. Juan
de Leon Gutierrez, 16 years old. Carlos
Hernandez Vasquez, 16 years old. All of
these children died under our custody
in the United States of America.

In the last 8 months, six children
have died in the TUnited States of
America under the custody of the De-
partment of Homeland Security. It
pains me to say this because I am not
talking about some war-torn country
halfway around the world. This is hap-
pening right here in the United States
of America.

Over the past 2 years, under this
President, President Donald Trump, 24
men, women, and children who came
looking for a better life in the United
States of America died.

This administration’s treatment is
inhumane. What President Trump and
this administration are doing is shame-
ful.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be very clear: the
crisis at the border is a humanitarian
crisis that is the product of the Presi-
dent’s deadly policies. We need ac-
countability and this President will
need to answer for his role in the loss
of life, on our soil, at the United States
border.

—————

GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, this is
Gun Violence Awareness Month. I rise
to commemorate the life of Ms. Briuna
Harps, a young woman with a bright
future in Fort Worth, who lost her life
in a senseless act of gun violence last
month.

Nineteen-year-old Briuna had just
finished her first year of pre-med class-
es when she was visiting her sister at
an apartment complex in Fort Worth
and was struck by a bullet in the cross-
fire between two gangs, two idiotic
gangs, in an idiotic gang war. Sadly,
Briuna’s death and deaths like it are
too commonplace in America. Each
day, nearly 100 people in our Nation are
killed by someone using a gun.

Recently, the city of Fort Worth
launched a local initiative to protect
our neighborhoods and curb gun vio-
lence. The Senate can help us in this
area by taking action to pass common-
sense gun safety legislation that the
House passed over 100 days ago. Taking
action is the best way that we can
honor the life of Briuna and the other
lives just like hers who were lost to
gun violence.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the community
and give special thanks to Pastor Mil-
ton Pace, Tiffany Pace Whitaker, and
Montreal Dukes for hosting a recent
dialogue on curbing violence in our
Fort Worth community.

But we need the Senate to do their
part. We need them to act. Pass the
legislation that we passed in the House
now.

H4401

FUTURE OF AMERICA’S FARMERS

(Mrs. CRAIG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of family farmers
throughout the Midwest and in my
home State of Minnesota. We are fac-
ing a year of unseasonably wet condi-
tions, leaving many producers weigh-
ing their options for the future of their
farms.

I am proud to join my colleague, Rep-
resentative DUSTY JOHNSON of South
Dakota, in introducing the FEEDD
Act, a bipartisan bill to give farmers
flexibility to graze and harvest cover
crops on prevent plant acres.

Congress has a responsibility to do
right by our Nation’s farmers who feed,
clothe, and fuel our communities by
providing them the flexibility they
need to do their jobs successfully. This
bill will help alleviate concerns of a
forage shortage and improve soil
health through the use of cover crops.

This is a bipartisan, commonsense
solution, and we need a whole lot more
of that in this House. I encourage my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
come together and support this bill and
stand up for our farmers throughout
the country.

———

HONORING THERESA BURROUGHS

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the extraor-
dinary life and legacy of Theresa Bur-
roughs, a champion for voting rights
and a foot soldier of the civil rights
movement.

Sadly, Mrs. Burroughs passed away
on May 22, 2019, at the age of 89.

Mrs. Burroughs dedicated her life to
advancing equality and justice and
making sure that future generations
would learn about the sacrifices and
the bravery of foot soldiers who
marched, bled, and died for the right to
vote and for civil rights in this coun-
try.

She is best known for her steward-
ship in founding the Safe House Black
History Museum in Greensboro, Ala-
bama. The museum is located in the
same house in Hale County where Dr.
Martin Luther King hid out from the
KKK on a visit to west Alabama in
1968. The museum houses materials to
educate future generations of the local
struggle that happened in the Black
Belt of Alabama on behalf of all of us.

I am deeply honored to have known
Mrs. Burroughs, and, in fact, I had the
opportunity to present Mrs. Burroughs
with a Congressional Gold Medal for
her participation in the 1965 march
from Selma to Montgomery. I am deep-
ly honored because I know I stand on
the shoulders of Mrs. Burroughs. So
many of us do. Her bright light will al-
ways glow through the many lives that
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