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Mary Eleanor Brackenridge served as an early
regent for the College of Industrial Arts, now
known as TWU. A pioneer for women'’s rights,
Ms. Brackenridge helped form the Texas
Women’s Suffrage Association in 1913 and
served as its president. Additionally, Eliza
“Birdie” Johnson and Hellen Stoddard, both
members of the Texas Women’s Suffrage As-
sociation, were instrumental leaders in the
women’s suffrage movement who played sig-
nificant roles in the founding and governing of
TWU.

In honor of this shared history, today TWU
will celebrate the 100th anniversary of Texas’
ratification of the 19th Amendment and the
role TWU played in the women’s suffrage
movement. As we mark this milestone, | am
grateful to the leaders of TWU—past and
present—who have made indelible contribu-
tions to the North Texas community.

————

IN HONOR OF ABBY DOLLIVER ON
HER RETIREMENT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2019

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Norwich Superintendent
of Public Schools, Abby Dolliver, on a career
in education spanning 33 years, including 25
in the city of Norwich. Her history of pas-
sionate leadership is rooted in a lifelong dedi-
cation to public service and has positively im-
pacted the lives of countless students, faculty,
and administrators.

Her commitment to Norwich Public Schools
began in 1986 as a social worker. Abby as-
sumed the role of Director of Student Services
and Special Education in 2007 before her ap-
pointment to the position of superintendent in
2010. Her tenure has been marked by an en-
thusiasm for inspiring leadership in others and
utilizing the unique qualities of those she over-
sees. As superintendent, Abby is proud of de-
veloping internal committee structures to en-
courage a greater sense of engagement
among faculty. She regards helping to create
a strong team and surrounding herself with tal-
ented, experienced members of the school
community as her greatest accomplishment.
Though major challenges included tighter
budgets, the closing of three elementary
schools, and the restructuring of the city’s mid-
dle schools, Abby maintained an unwavering
devotion to the needs of her students. In the
midst of that turmoil she actually implemented
innovative, successful magnet programs using
state and federal resources to keep Norwich
public education healthy and high quality.

Abby’s background as both a social worker
and lifelong resident of Norwich has enabled
her to better understand the diverse perspec-
tives of more than 3,500 students who speak
over 25 different languages. Her legendary fa-
ther, Stanley Israelite, instilled in her a devo-
tion to public service that was focused on the
best interests of Norwich’s children. Abby de-
scribes the Norwich school district as “stu-
dent-driven with kindness as the focus.” The
city of Norwich has benefited greatly from this
history of dedication, and | am confident Abby
will find new ways to serve the community for
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years to come. | ask my colleagues to please
join me in wishing her a happy retirement.

REINTRODUCING THE SERVICES
FOR ENDING LONG-TERM HOME-
LESSNESS ACT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to reintroduce the Services for Ending
Long-Term Homelessness Act, legislation that
will help our nation address the long-term
homelessness crisis.

Since the first Federal Strategic Plan to Pre-
vent and End Homelessness was launched in
2010, rates of homelessness among veterans,
families, and chronically homeless individuals
have fallen significantly. Our country has suc-
cessfully taken thousands of individuals and
families off the streets. Unfortunately, last
year, the homeless population in the United
States increased for the second year in a row
since the inception of the Federal Strategic
Plan. According to the annual U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Point in Time count, there were about
88,484 chronically homeless individuals and
8,429 people in households with children, for
a total of 96,913 chronically homeless.

Allowing men, women, and children to live
on the streets is not a standard America
should be willing to accept. Unstable housing
impacts the lives of millions of Americans
every year and addressing this problem forth-
rightly, as this bill does, will help get chron-
ically homeless individuals and families off the
streets. | ask that you join me in prioritizing
these efforts to combat long-term homeless-
ness in our country.

Madam Speaker, this important legislation
addresses our country’s homelessness prob-
lem in the following ways:

Requires the Secretary of HHS to design
national strategies for the establishment of
supportive housing services and programs to
assist in ending chronic homelessness and to
implement programs that address chronic
homelessness.

Requires the Secretary of HHS to make
matching grants to eligible entities to provide
services promoting recovery and self-suffi-
ciency and augment the HUD-administered
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants.

Requires the Secretary of HHS to report
performance outcome data on the projects
carried out under the Act.

Madam Speaker, as you know, the most re-
cent data available shows us that more than
a quarter of those currently living without per-
manent shelter are chronically homeless. We
must continue to invest in the needs of these
vulnerable and marginalized members of soci-
ety, which will result in healthier, safer, and
more productive communities.

| urge my colleagues to join me in working
to end homelessness across our nation by
supporting this important piece of legislation.
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RECOGNIZING THE 2019 BLACK AND
GOLD SCHOLARSHIP BALL
AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 13, 2019

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Joyce-Gillespie-Harrington Edu-
cational and Charitable Foundation and the
Zeta Upsilon Lambda Chapter of the Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity on the occasion of their
39th annual Black and Gold Scholarship Ball.

The Joyce-Gillespie-Harrington Educational
and Charitable Foundation was incorporated in
2001 and was formed to provide financial sup-
port to the educational initiatives developed by
the Chapter and Fraternity. It increases oppor-
tunities for achievement for young African-
American men and women through scholar-
ships, mentoring, and charitable services. The
Foundation was named in honor of three com-
munity leaders and fraternity members, James
Burwell Gillespie, Roosevelt Harrington, and
Henry Louis Joyce who were dedicated to the
ideals of “Scholarship, Community, Service
and Love for all Mankind.” Since its inception,
the Foundation has awarded hundreds of
thousands of dollars to local youth to assist
them with continuing their education.

The programs offered by the foundation are
vital to the success of our students. This
year's Black and Gold Scholarship Ball will
support scholarships for ten college-bound
high school students. During the last nineteen
years, one-hundred students have received
scholarships awarded by the foundation and
have attended some of the top colleges and
universities in the country. With the typical col-
lege graduate’s debt averaging about
$30,000.00, the Foundation’s continued sup-
port of these students is absolutely critical.

| am pleased to include in the RECORD the
following names of the 2019 scholarship win-
ners:

Andrews Boateng—Stone Bridge H.S;
Jacklyn Bostic-Clarke—Broad Run H.S;
Ariana Frazier—TC Williams H.S.; Alexander
Harvey—Freedom H.S.; Kevin M. Jackson—
Lake Braddock S.S.; Abigail Jegels—Broad
Run H.S.; Sydney Jenkins—Briar Woods H.S.;
Cameron Miller—Broad Run H.S.; Andrew
Otchere—Rock Ridge H.S.; Derrick L. Pough,
Jr.—Loudoun County H.S.; Jonathan G. Wil-
liams—Tuscarora H.S.

Madam Speaker, these students represent
our country’s next generation of gifted leaders
who will have great impact on our society and
future. | thank the Joyce-Gillespie-Harrington
Charitable and Education Foundation and the
Zeta Upsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity for their dedicated commit-
ment to fostering success in our youth and
commend all of the scholarship winners for
their academic excellence. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating these tal-
ented students and in wishing them great suc-
cess in all their future endeavors.
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