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critically important to attract and re-
tain the best qualified individuals for
military service.

I believe it sends exactly the wrong
message to some of our most seasoned
servicemembers who may have married
late in life or started their families
later, to make them ineligible for in-
centives, to continue their service to
our Nation.

Two weeks after the Pentagon re-
leased this policy, 83 of my colleagues
in the House joined me in a letter that
I wrote to Secretary Mattis objecting
to this change and calling for its rever-
sal. So far, DOD has refused to budge.

Mr. Speaker, I have some good news
to report today. With the cutoff due to
go into effect next month, the House
Armed Services Committee last week
unanimously passed my amendment to
the 2020 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, which would block the Sec-
retary of Defense from restricting GI
Bill transferability based on a max-
imum number of years of service.

As Congress took action 75 years ago
to create the GI Bill benefit, today it is
our job to restore the hard-fought mod-
ernized GI Bill of 2008. That is even
more the case today at a time of an
All-Volunteer Force. If a servicemem-
ber demonstrates that they are ready,
able, and willing to continue their
service to our Nation, we should uphold
our end of the commitment.

To paraphrase President Roosevelt’s
words 75 years ago when he signed the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, pro-
tecting transferability today ‘‘gives
emphatic notice to the men and women
in our Armed Forces that the Amer-
ican people do not intend to let them
down.”

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CLAY) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

During these coming weeks of House
business, we ask Your special blessing
upon the Members of this assembly
who return from a long Father’s Day
weekend. Issues of national security,
trade, and the welfare of our citizens
stand in the balance of the delibera-
tions of these days.

May each Member be filled with a
surfeit of wisdom, patience, and equa-
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nimity that these weeks of appropria-
tions might issue forth in solutions
that benefit the Nation.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

RECOGNIZING GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Gun
Violence Awareness Month.

All month members of the Gun Vio-
lence Prevention Task Force will be
coming to the floor to remember those
we have lost and to call upon the Sen-
ate to take up H.R. 8, the Bipartisan
Background Checks Act.

More than 100 days ago, Democrats
and Republicans came together to pass
legislation which is supported by more
than 90 percent of the American people.
Since the beginning of the year, more
than 6,500 people have been killed and
more than 12,500 have been injured by
someone using a gun. Yet, the Senate
refuses to allow a simple up or down
vote.

On Thursday, activists from around
the country will be holding a day of ac-
tion to call on the Senate leadership to
take up universal background checks.
No more thoughts. No more prayers.
They want action, and they want a
vote.

The Senate should do the right thing.
The Senate should pass H.R. 8.

————
NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION CREATES JOBS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-

June 18, 2019

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, the National Nu-
clear Security Administration an-
nounced a $ million investment in
workforce development at the Savan-
nah River Site in South Carolina to
create jobs.

We are grateful that the Undersecre-
tary for Nuclear Security at the De-
partment of Energy and Administrator
of NNSA Lisa Gordon-Hagerty an-
nounced the investment through the
Workforce Opportunities in Regional
Careers with the Savannah River Site
Community Reuse Organization for
Aiken Technical College, Augusta
Technical College, University of South
Carolina Aiken, Augusta University,
and the University of South Carolina
Salkehatchie.

I thank Rick McLeod, David Jame-
son, Dr. Sandra Jordan, Dr. Forest
Mahan, and Congressman RICK ALLEN.
We appreciate their commitment to
partnership and look forward to con-
tinuing to work together.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

HONORING U.S. ARMY RANGERS

(Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
United States Ranger history predates
the Revolutionary War. However, June
19 marks the 77th anniversary of Major
William Darby formally organizing and
activating the 1st Ranger Battalion.

I rise today to honor the exceptional
Americans who have volunteered as
Army Rangers, fully knowing the haz-
ards of their chosen profession. One of
the greatest and most humbling honors
of my life has been serving our Nation
in uniform, and particularly, serving in
the Army Ranger regiment.

The Army Ranger legacy is as old as
the Republic, going back to Francis
Marion, to Daniel Boone, to great
Americans like Command Sergeant
Major Douglas Greenway, and on to
current Active Duty members.

It wasn’t until after the Civil War—
more than half a century without mili-
tary Ranger units—that the U.S. Army
Rangers were officially born. Seventy-
five years ago, fighting on the bitter
and Dbloody beaches of Normandy,
Rangers gained their motto: ‘‘Rangers
lead the way.”

Since Pointe du Hoc, Rangers have
led the way, from the Japanese POW
camps, to theaters of war, including:
Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Operation
Desert Storm, Somalia, Operation En-
during Freedom, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, and the great war on terror.

Today, I honor the elite soldiers serv-
ing our country as U.S. Army Rangers.
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JAKE MANGUM AWARDED C SPIRE
FERRISS TROPHY

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, today I
recognize an outstanding athlete from
the State of Mississippi. Jake Mangum
is Mississippi State University’s center
fielder who has recently led the Bull-
dog baseball team to its fourth straight
Super Regionals and second straight
College World Series.

Jake ranks fourth on the all-time
NCAA hits list with 380 hits. During
the regular season, Mangum earned a
375 batting average, scored 65 runs, and
totaled 95 base hits, the most in the
Southeastern Conference. Achieve-
ments of this magnitude come only
with discipline and determination,
characteristics that all Americans
should strive to promote in their ev-
eryday lives.

I would like to congratulate Jake on
this impressive accomplishment and
thank him for 4 great years at Mis-
sissippi State.

I wish him and the Bulldogs the best
of luck in Omaha.

Hail State.

————

MALICIOUS BEHAVIOR FROM IRAN

(Mr. BANKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the most recent pat-
tern of malicious behavior coming
from Iran.

Recently, Speaker PELOSI said that
President Trump: ‘. .. inflames the
U.S.-Iran  issue.” Respectfully, I
couldn’t disagree more. The Iranians
are the ones inflaming the relationship
by attacking commercial vessels, des-
ignating U.S. troops in the Middle East
as terrorists, challenging the freedom
of navigation in the Persian Gulf, and
intending to surpass uranium stockpile
limits in just days.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot turn a blind
eye to the hostile actions of Iran. The
President is right to end the failed
Obama-era strategy of appeasement to-
ward Iran, and to call for our allies to
stand up to this regime’s threatening
behavior.

I stand with the President and urge
my colleagues to do the same, to pro-
tect Americans’ security and economic
interest in the region.

———

TEMPLE TERRACE DECLARES
ITSELF A TRAFFICKING-FREE
ZONE

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the city of Temple
Terrace and Mayor Mel Jurado for offi-
cially declaring the city a trafficking-
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free zone. As part of the effort, the city
of Temple Terrace has pledged to take
important steps to crack down on buy-
ers in the sex trade, which will reduce
the demand for sex workers and de-
crease the number of victims traf-
ficked, specifically.

Temple Terrace is implementing a
zero-tolerance policy where city em-
ployees will be automatically termi-
nated if they are caught soliciting
prostitutes. The Temple Terrace Police
Department has also been encouraged
to increase enforcement against buyers
of sex work by conducting more stings.

And, finally, city staffers are re-
quired to take mandatory training on
how to spot signs of trafficking and
how to help potential victims.

This is a monumental step forward
for our community, and I am honored
to join the city of Temple Terrace and
Mayor Mel Jurado in the fight against
human trafficking.

———

STOP OFFENDING BORDER
PATROL

(Mr. ROY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
troubled that one of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle compared the
activities of the United States Govern-
ment and Border Patrol on the south-
ern border of the United States to con-
centration camps.

For the life me, I cannot understand
why we have allowed discourse to get
to this place where the efforts by Bor-
der Patrol to secure our border, to
house children, to house women, to
house families, to deal with the fact
that the cartels are attacking our bor-
der and profiting while doing it, and
trying to care for these people while we
are trying to enforce our laws, com-
paring that to the horrors of World
War II, and saying that my friend Hec-
tor Garza is somehow the Gestapo
today, and comparing what is hap-
pening at the border to concentration
camps.

I am really troubled and offended,
and I think that the people of south
Texas and Border Patrol are offended
after what they are doing to try to de-
fend the United States of America
against cartels attacking the United
States and profiting by moving people
across the border.

——————

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 962,
BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SUR-
VIVORS PROTECTION ACT

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 962, the
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
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tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been
cleared by the bipartisan floor and
committee leaderships.

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
Speaker to immediately reschedule
this important bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is not recognized for debate.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 18, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 18, 2019, at 9:05 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3151.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON.

————
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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 116-41)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
Western Balkans that was declared in
Executive Order 13219 of June 26, 2001,
is to continue in effect beyond June 26,
2019.

The threat constituted by the actions
of persons engaged in, or assisting,
sponsoring, or supporting (i) extremist
violence in the former Republic of Mac-
edonia (what is now the Republic of
North Macedonia) and elsewhere in the
Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts ob-
structing implementation of the Day-
ton Accords in Bosnia or United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1244
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