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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE 2019 CONGRES-
SIONAL ART COMPETITION WIN-

NER FROM TEXAS 1I1TH DIS-
TRICT
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the 2019 Congressional
Art Competition winner from Texas’ 11th Dis-
trict, Ms. Rylee Braden. Rylee’s piece was
chosen to be displayed in the tunnels under
the U.S. Capitol, where Members of Congress,
staff, and visitors from around the country can
view and appreciate it for a full year.

Rylee is a very accomplished senior at Wall
High School where she excels in academics,
athletics, and art. Her drawing titled “Mamaw
Molded Me” depicts the time-worn, loving
hands of her grandmother that she drew using
charcoal and colored pencils.

Rylee’s Mamaw, Rosalie Sturm, told me that
although she has always wanted to, she has
never had the opportunity to visit Washington,
D.C. Now through her granddaughter’'s ren-
dering of her hands, a little piece of her will
not only travel to Washington but will be dis-
played in the Capitol itself. | am proud to have
the 11th District represented by a piece that
speaks to the wisdom that is passed down
through generations and the impact of a loving
parent and grandparent.

Again, | congratulate Rylee on her achieve-
ment and look forward to seeing her art every
day when | walk to and from the Capitol.

TRIBUTE TO THE GAY MEN’S
CHORUS OF LOS ANGELES

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Ange-
les upon its 40th Anniversary.

In July of 1979, the Gay Men’s Chorus of
Los Angeles (GMCLA) was formed when nine-
ty-nine men stepped up at the Plummer Park
Community Center in West Hollywood, having
seen posters announcing the formation and
first rehearsal of a new gay chorus. Three
months later, the chorus performed at the Na-
tional March on Washington for Lesbian and
Gay Rights, thus marking the beginning of
their important legacy.

Throughout their forty-year history, GMCLA
members have used their comradery and
shared experiences to challenge stereotypes
and enrich the community. At the height of the
AIDS epidemic, the GMCLA family lost 150
members, but even that horrific tragedy did
not stop their work and their commitment to
celebrate and serve the LGBTQ community.
The GMCLA has since become an essential

part of the fabric of Los Angeles, with mem-
bers dedicating their time to advocating for
equality through song and community service.

The GMCLA has stayed true to its core
message of equality by transforming and nur-
turing the Los Angeles and LGBTQ commu-
nities through its initiatives, such as the Alive
Music Project. The multi-faceted project, which
has reached over 65,000 middle and high
school students, promotes acceptance and
anti-bullying, and provides opportunities for
music education programs in Los Angeles
schools. Additionally, the GMCLA is a proud
member of The Arts for Incarcerated Youth
Network which offers music education to juve-
nile detention center students. Through these
initiatives, the GMCLA reaches countless
youth.

Today, the GMCLA boasts over 300 mem-
bers and has performed in iconic venues
around the world, including Walt Disney Con-
cert Hall, the Hollywood Bowl, and Carnegie
Hall in New York. With each new venue, they
sing for a world that promotes acceptance and
is free from discrimination. The Gay Men’s
Chorus of Los Angeles will honor its anniver-
sary and the 50th Anniversary of the Stone-
wall uprising in August, when they will be
joined by the New York City Gay Men’s Cho-
rus for a historic concert and gala to benefit
their music education programs.

| am proud to recognize the Gay Men’s
Chorus of Los Angeles for four decades of
musical entertainment and outstanding service
to the LGBTQ and Los Angeles communities.
| ask all members to join me in congratulating
the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles for its
remarkable achievements.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MAX ROSE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam Speaker,
during Roll Call Vote number 341 on H.R.

2740, | mistakenly recorded my vote as No
when | should have voted Yes.

CASE OF MR. MICHAEL NGUYEN

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
stand here today in support of Michael
Phuong Minh Nguyen—a proud American cit-
izen, a loving husband to Helen Nguyen, and
a doting father of four young daughters.

However, it saddens me deeply that Mr.
Nguyen has been unjustly detained by the Vi-
etnamese government for over eleven months
now—nearly a year—which has caused im-
mense suffering for his family and his entire
community.

Mr. Nguyen was arrested on July 7, 2018
while visiting relatives in Vietnam, detained
without official charges, and is only now finally
to stand trial next week on June 24, 2019 in
Ho Chi Minh City.

Mr. Nguyen has been an upstanding, model
citizen of the United States for some 40 years
and, to my knowledge, has no criminal record.

In fact, he is an entrepreneur and a small
business owner.

He is also a man of faith and is actively in-
volved in his local community church.

One of our most sacred duties as elected
officials is to protect our citizens from harm—
on both domestic and foreign soil—and indeed
| have never given up on my constituents
even after they have been deported or de-
tained abroad.

This is why, since his detention last year, |
have consistently urged, to both the United
States and Vietnamese governments, swift ac-
tion be taken to expeditiously return Mr. Mi-
chael Nguyen home.

| am tremendously grateful to my colleagues
in both chambers and on both sides of the
aisle for their tireless advocacy on behalf of
Mr. Nguyen and his family.

Madam Speaker, | close by respectfully im-
ploring the Vietnamese government to do the
right thing—ensure a fair trial, a speedy reso-
lution, and justice for Michael Nguyen.

———

MELISSA SANTA CRUZ
APPRECIATION DAY

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Melissa
Santa Cruz in honor of her day of appreciation
as enacted by the City of South Tucson, Ari-
zona. A pillar of the local airwaves, Ms. Santa
Cruz has accomplished just as much in her
community as she has on the radio. Her driv-
ing passion both in her work and activism has
endeared her to all of her many listeners.

With over 30 years as an on-air personality,
Santa Cruz began her career in the town of
Globe, Arizona, on the country music station
KQSS 98.3 FM. She eventually moved back to
the Tucson area, being a featured personality
across many broadcast stations, and bringing
music of all genres to the listeners of Southern
Arizona. In her current role, Santa Cruz now
serves as Program Director for Tejano
1600AM, while continuing on as a country and
adult contemporary radio DJ on 97.1 The Bull
and My 92.9, respectively.

A daughter of former South Tucson Council-
man Reynaldo Santa Cruz, Melissa has al-
ways known the value of community. As a
young girl, Santa Cruz saw both her father as
well as her mother Lydia volunteer as mem-
bers of Santa Cruz Church Parish, and has
continued their work into her professional life.
Santa Cruz has made it a point to keep her
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community up to date on local benefits and
functions, making a point to highlight families
and non-profit organizations in need. She not
only talks the talk, but walks the walk, and has
emceed events for various Latinx organiza-
tions such as Chicanos Por La Causa,
LULAC, and the League of Mexican American
Women.

Melissa Santa Cruz has truly indebted her-
self to the City of South Tucson and to South-
ern Arizona as a whole. She truly serves as
an inspiration to our community, broadcasting
the music of the Borderlands across Tejano
1600AM while also being proactive on issues
of importance to all Southern Arizonans. | am
proud to stand here on the floor today on Me-
lissa Santa Cruz Appreciation Day, in recogni-
tion of Melissa Santa Cruz as one of our com-
munity’s most valuable citizens.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MARCHING
COBRAS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary
of the Marching Cobras. It is my distinct honor
to congratulate this prestigious drill team on
fifty years of success. Throughout my public
life, | have been pleased to see this organiza-
tion grow in number and recognition.

In a time when Kansas City was experi-
encing a lull in our rich and vibrant music
scene, the Marching Cobras provided vitality
and energy by enthusiastically marching in the
style of Mr. Willie Arthur Smith. They played a
pivotal role in maintaining our city’s reputation
as a musical and cultural hub . It is my great
pleasure to recognize the Marching Cobras’
students and leaders, past, present, and fu-
ture. Their dedication has made this organiza-
tion what it is today. The Marching Cobras re-
flect the vibrant community they represent and
add bright colors to the rich historical fabric of
Kansas City.

Concerned with the lack of productive activi-
ties available to students, Mr. Willie Arthur
Smith saw an opportunity to provide his com-
munity with the means to both keep students
off the streets and share his passion for
marching. While teaching at Lincoln Junior
High, Smith taught a group of his students a
dance called the Madison Line for an all-stu-
dent talent show. This simple act marked the
birth of the Marching Cobras. Since 1969, the
Marching Cobras have risen to a place of
international recognition and continue their
legacy of excellence. They have won national
competitions and performed in events like the
American Royal and the Cotton Bowl. They
have even played prestigious venues from
Nice, France to the White House.

With every performance, the Marching Co-
bras act as ambassadors of Kansas City and
represent our city with pride. The dedication of
the students and leaders shows a devotion to
constant, beneficial improvement. It is this
demonstration of excellence that engenders a
desire for progress in every community that
the Marching Cobras touch. | look forward to
seeing the Marching Cobras’ legacy continue
to grow. They provide students with a means
for accomplishment and gaining valuable
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skills. If it were not for people like Willie Arthur
Smith and other Marching Cobra leaders, hun-
dreds of students would not have the ability to
participate in this vibrant and meaningful expe-
rience.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
the Marching Cobras’ fiftieth anniversary of
bringing music, pride, and recognition to the
community. On behalf of myself and the entire
Fifth Congressional District of Missouri, it is
my joy to congratulate the Marching Cobras
on this significant milestone and wish them
even greater success in the years to come.

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF
JEANNETTE FRANK AT THE ARC
OF SCHUYLER

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the service of Jeannette Frank to
The Arc of Schuyler and congratulate her on
her retirement.

Jeannette Frank has dedicated her career to
The Arc of Schuyler, beginning nearly forty
years ago as an Outreach Worker. Jeannette
joined The Arc shortly after its formation in
1978, and has dedicated her career to aid
families and their loved ones with disabilities.
Her commitment to those supported by The
Arc of Schuyler and their families has been an
inspiration, both to her team at The Arc and
the community as a whole.

For the last eight years, Jeannette has
served as the Executive Director of The Arc of
Schuyler. Her dedication and hard work have
ensured the high quality of services that The
Arc provides to people with disabilities. She
has not only advanced community-based serv-
ices such the Schuyler County Transit and
Transportation Link-Line, but also social enter-
prises operated by The Arc such as Franklin
Street Gallery and Gift Shop and Glen
Copack.

As Jeannette moves forward with the next
chapter of her life, we applaud her tireless ef-
forts to improve the quality of life for people in
Schuyler County and we wish her all the best
in her retirement.

Given the above, | ask that this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to
celebrate Jeannette Frank and her extraor-
dinary career.

—————

RECOGNIZING JUNE AS ALZ-
HEIMER & BRAIN AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, June is Alz-
heimer’'s & Brain Awareness Month and | rise
today to share with this chamber the impact
Alzheimer's Disease has had on my family.
Today, 5.8 million Americans live with brain
disease. | have witnessed firsthand the bur-
dens of these illnesses because my father,
Andrew Katko, lived with Alzheimer’s for near-
ly a decade before passing away a few
months ago.
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My family was faced with the difficult deci-
sion on how to care for our father during this
time in his life. This is not uncommon among
families after a brain disease diagnosis.

Often, family and friends are primary care-
takers for those suffering with Alzheimer’'s and
dementia. My mother, Mary Lou, served as my
father's primary caregiver, joining the 16 mil-
lion Americans who provide unpaid care. This
year, unpaid caregivers will provide 18.5 billion
hours of care valued at $234 billion.

The BOLD Infrastructure for Alzheimer’'s Act
was signed into law last Congress and is now
being implemented. This legislation authorizes
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion to research prevention methods for de-
mentias, establish local treatment facilities,
and provide better resources to caregivers. |
am committed to passing additional policies
that improve the lives of those living with de-
mentias.

———

HONORING TUCSON’S NATIONAL
HISTORY DAY WINNERS

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Tucson, Arizona’s four stu-
dents who won first place at the National En-
dowment for the Humanities’ National History
Day contest. The young history buffs, Sean
Choudhry, Elias Rice-Bensch, Zia Rice-
Bensch, and Keona Wallen all attend the Ac-
celerated Learning Laboratory in my district.
Their website Radium Girls: From Jaw-Drop-
ping Tragedy to Glowing Triumph earned the
top prize in the contest that featured more
than 3,000 students from across the country.

National History Day began in the 1970s
and is the culmination of a yearlong academic
program for students in grades 6 through 12
to engage in historical research. Students
produce essays, exhibitions, films, perform-
ances, or websites to enter into local and state
competitions. State winners move on to com-
pete in the national finals at the University of
Maryland at College Park. The National En-
dowment for the Humanities has been a spon-
sor and partner of National History Day for
more than 30 years.

The theme for this year's competition was
“Triumph and Tragedy in History” and more
than a half million students submitted entries.
On their website, Sean, Elias, Zia, and Keona
state, “The radium girls were young factory
workers who unknowingly consumed lethal
amounts of radium, often resulting in slow,
painful deaths. Despite their tragic cir-
cumstances, their desire for change and per-
sistence in court caused revolutionary change
to workplace safety regulations and sparked
monumental scientific advancements regard-
ing radium and radioactivity.”

The students go on to document how ra-
dium was commonly used and recommended.
At the focus of their website is the story of the
women who, at the start of the 20th century,
were exposed to high levels of radium in their
work as they painted watch dials. Such expo-
sure proved quickly fatal and resulted in phys-
ical deformities and cancer. The legal battles
that followed were tumultuous and provided
minor relief for the women who had been ex-
posed to radium. Their legacy, however, lives
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on today as workplace protections continue to
be a focus on Capitol Hill.

These four incredible students have dem-
onstrated truly admirable talent and skill in
their deep dive into history. | am moved by
their desire to shed light on an overlooked and
long-forgotten story that still resonates today.
| want to congratulate Sean, Elias, Zia, Keona,
their families, and the educators who have
helped them get where they are today. | ex-
pect great things from each of them in the
near future and look forward to the positive
impact they will have on our district and
abroad.

———

CONGRATULATING BLAIR OAKS’
BASEBALL TEAM FOR WINNING
THE 2019 CLASS II STATE BASE-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Blair Oaks Falcons Baseball
team for winning the 2019 Missouri Class Il
State Baseball Championship.

This team and Coach Mike DeMilia, should
be commended for their hard work throughout
this past year and for bringing home the state
championship to their school and community.
This is Blair Oaks’ third state championship
win in the history of their baseball program.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing the Blair Oaks Falcons Baseball
team for a job well done.

—————

IN HONOR OF MR. HARRY
WATKINS

HON. DAVID ROUZER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor the life of the late Mr.
Harry Watkins of Wrightsville Beach, North
Carolina. An architect for more than 40 years,
Harry Watkins left a lasting imprint on
Wrightsville Beach, Bald Head Island, Figure 8
Island and many other surrounding commu-
nities.

Harry got his start in architecture after
studying at North Carolina State University,
and went on to design many of the homes that
still stand there today. He always held a spe-
cial place in his heart for Bald Head Island.

Harry helped to grow Wrightsville Beach
true to his vision:

“The architect must understand the commu-
nity, the environment, and especially the char-
acteristics of the specific site,” Harry said of
his design philosophy. He described his idea
of what a good home can be as “a joy when
things were going well, and a comfort when
they were not.”

Harry passed away late last year, at the age
of 72. He left behind a legacy of architectural
vision and excellence. Even more importantly,
he is survived by his wife Vicki, his daughter
Brooke, and an entire community of friends,
neighbors and clients. Wrightsville Beach will

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

be forever grateful for his passion for his com-
munity.

HONORING THE EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE OF DEVRATH IYER

HON. ANDY BIGGS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor an accomplished student from Chan-
dler, Arizona. Devrath lyer was selected as
one of fifty-two students to attend the annual
Research Science Institute (RSI) sponsored
by the Center for Excellence in Education in
collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. Each summer, RSI gathers a
small group of talented students to participate
in an intensive on-and off-campus science and
engineering summer program.

| have no doubt that Devrath and the other
young leaders selected to participate in this
program will excel in service to their schools
and communities. Devrath’s dedication to edu-
cational excellence and hard work is an exam-
ple for all of us to emulate. | am honored to
have such talent and motivation in my district.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF HAYDEN COR-
PORATION’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate Hayden
Corporation of West Springfield, Massachu-
setts on its 100th year of business. Now in its
fourth generation of family ownership, the
Hayden Corporation represents the robust
character and history of economic innovation
in western Massachusetts. It is my pleasure to
recognize them on this significant milestone.

Hayden Corporation was founded by
Charles E. Hayden in 1919. At that time, the
company’s business was weaving and install-
ing wire cloth used in the paper industry. Hay-
den Corp. eventually grew to start building, in-
stalling, and servicing other paper-making
equipment under the leadership of Charles’
son, Charles Wesley “Wes” Hayden. Wes
also developed a patented process for
seamlessly welding stainless steel wire cloth.
Today, Hayden Corp. still services the paper
making industry with field teams working on
machinery in mills up and down the east coast
of the United States. But the last 100 years
has also seen Hayden Corp. diversify and ex-
pand to an enviable extent. Retired company
president John O. Hayden, as well as his son
and current president Daniel C. Hayden,
spearheaded the corporation into state-of-the-
art coating of parts for the paper and pulp in-
dustry, power generation, gas and oil explo-
ration and extraction, military applications, and
the plastics industry. One of Hayden Corpora-
tion’s customers has even been the U.S.
Navy, when the company coated a valve on
the submarine U.S.S. Springfield and its sister
boats. Hayden Corporation’s success and lon-
gevity is a testament to not only the Hayden
family and the company’s dedicated employ-
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ees, but also the city of West Springfield and
the overarching American manufacturing story
of the entire region.

Once again Madam Speaker, over the
course of its 100-year history, Hayden Cor-
poration has demonstrated exemplary leader-
ship and integrity. Those traits are hallmarks
of the company’s outstanding work in western
Massachusetts and beyond, and are certainly
worthy of recognition. On the occasion of Hay-
den Corporation’s 100th anniversary, | wish
the Hayden family and the individuals who
work with them—some for decades—all the
best and much continued prosperity.

SANDY OXFORD

HON. KEVIN HERN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the re-
tirement of Sandy Oxford and thank this out-
standing Oklahoman for her service to my
community.

Ms. Oxford served as an Army clerk during
the Vietnam era, eventually switching to the
Navy where she was one of their top recruit-
ers.

Back home in Tulsa, she served as the of-
fice manager for the Tulsa Vet Center. Addi-
tionally, Ms. Oxford faithfully served as the
chair of the Mayor of Tulsa’s Veteran Advisory
Council. She served in this role with great
dedication for 10 years, never missing a single
meeting.

She has worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of veterans, including work on suicide
prevention initiatives and Vietnam Veteran
commemoration ceremonies.

To thank Ms. Oxford for her service, Tulsa’s
Mayor Bynum presented her a key to the city
and declared May 16th “Sandy Oxford Day” in
Tulsa.

| am honored to recognize Sandy Oxford as
she attends her final meeting of the advisory
council today. Her commitment to the City of
Tulsa will not soon be forgotten.

———

CONGRATULATING GABE KURTZ
OF THE CAMDENTON LAKERS
FOR WINNING THE 2019 MISSOURI
CLASS v STATE JAVELIN
THROW TITLE

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Gabe Kurtz of the Camdenton
High School Lakers for winning the 2019 Mis-
souri Class IV State Javelin Throw Title. This
is the second year in a row Gabe has won the
state championship title.

Gabe and Coach Nick Bruck, should be
commended for their hard work throughout
this past year and for bringing home the state
title to their school and community.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing Gabe Kurtz for a job well done.
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COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2020

SPEECH OF

HON. ROGER W. MARSHALL

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3055) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and dJustice, Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2020, and for other purposes:

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Chair, | rise today
because American farmers, grain handlers
and exporters, as well as their customers
around the world, depend on accurate, timely
and cost-effective delivery of mandated impar-
tial third-party Official inspection and weighing
services administered by the Federal Grain In-
spection Service (FGIS) and its designated
and delegated agencies. It is essential that the
U.S. Official grain inspection and weighing
system be recognized widely around the world
for its impartial, consistent, reliable and timely
measurement and certification of quality at-
tributes and weights. The availability of accu-
rate FGIS inspection results is also important
to enable buyers and sellers to determine
grain value and to facilitate market price dis-
covery. Further, Official export inspections pro-
vide transparency and market information to
the entire value chain that contribute to an effi-
cient marketplace, while supporting food secu-
rity and sustainable supplies.

| share the concerns of many of my col-
leagues about language included in the com-
mittee report by the Majority for H.R. 3055 that
puts Congress in the middle of an ongoing
labor dispute, even going so far as to urge
that USDA not require its grain inspectors to
cross a picket line. This language is extremely
troubling, and Congress should not be includ-
ing it in any final committee report for the Agri-
culture Appropriations bill. Thankfully, the Mi-
nority was able to include its concerns about
the situation which | would like to include in
the RECORD:

“In addition to overall funding concerns, Re-
publican Members of the Committee were dis-
appointed by several policy provisions. Some
of the provisions encourage violation of federal
law or Congressional intent, at a minimum.
For example, the Majority included language
under the heading of the Office of the Sec-
retary relating to Grain Export Inspection. The
language ‘“strongly discourages USDA from
requiring its grain inspectors to cross a picket
line”. Such language is irresponsible when the
Grain Inspections Act clearly obligates inspec-
tors to conduct inspections unless the Sec-
retary were to waive the requirement for safety
reasons. Using USDA inspectors in a labor
dispute and interfering with the export sales of
U.S. product during an already turbulent inter-
national trade environment is completely un-
necessary.”

Our producers, grain handlers, and the agri-
cultural value chain as a whole has worked
tirelessly to grow market share around the
world and Congress should refrain from in-
structing USDA not to perform important serv-
ices that are statutorily obligated under the
Grain Standards Act.
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IN APPRECIATION OF MARK
BENSON’S WORK IN IDAHO

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a great friend to Idaho, Mark Benson,
who is retiring after a 42 year career with
PotlatchDeltic. The last 13 years he has been
Vice President, Public Affairs. However, his
title to me is a friend and trusted advisor.

| met Mark when | was in the Idaho Legisla-
ture. He quickly established himself as a valu-
able advisor on forestry and paper products
which is a large economic driver in Idaho.
Mark has the unique ability to explain an issue
and the impacts from every perspective and
gives always gives an honest assessment of
the status.

Mark worked at nearly every level of
PotlatchDeltic, starting as a field forester in
1974. He has left his mark on the industry and
will be remembered for founding the National
Alliance of Forest Owners who is a leading
voice on all the issues facing forestry.

Mark has been a great friend to my staff
and me. To Mark, PotlatchDeltic was not just
a job, it was a lifestyle and he treated his col-
leagues like family. Mark is also an incredible
husband and father as witnessed by his sup-
portive wife Patti and three amazing daughters
who now have families of their own. No doubt,
this will be the focal point of his retirement
alongside his many hobbies including golf,
hunting, and travel.

If 1 have one gripe with Mark, it is that he
never let me win on the golf course. As kind
and generous as he is, he could never seem
to find it in his heart to let a putt or two slide
by. Perhaps | will be able to change that now
that he has more time to hit the links.

| wish Mark and Patti and the rest of their
family a terrific and well-deserved retirement. |
look forward to keeping in touch with him as
a friend and seeing him back in Idaho.

HONORING LINDA TAVASZI, PH.D.
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Linda Tavaszi, Ph.D.,
as she receives Marin Community Clinics’
Lifetime Achievement Award for her decades
of exemplary service promoting community
health.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1940, Dr.
Tavaszi lived in Florida and Alabama before
returning to New York to earn a graduate de-
gree in social work from Fordham University.
Dr. Tavaszi earned a masters in health admin-
istration from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, and a Ph.D. in health care administra-
tion from Walden University in Florida. Dr.
Tavaszi began her life-long career in health
care, most of which was spent working in
Marin County.

Dr. Tavaszi came to Marin County as chief
operating officer at Marin General Hospital in
1982. Under her leadership, Marin General
opened a new emergency department and de-
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veloped Marin’s first and only cardiac surgery
program. As president of the Health Council of
Marin and the local chapter of the American
Heart Association, Dr. Tavaszi’'s commitment
and dedication to the community extended be-
yond her role at Marin General.

In 1994, Dr. Tavaszi was asked to oversee
an American-owned hospital in Barcelona,
Spain, where she and her family spent two
years helping steer that project to success.
Once back in California, Dr. Tavaszi oversaw
the mergers of two hospitals in the East Bay,
and she returned to Marin County as chief ex-
ecutive officer of Kentfield Rehabilitation Hos-
pital. After great success there, she returned
to Marin General in 2004. In 2011, Dr. Tavaszi
became CEO of Marin Community Clinics.
During her tenure at Marin Community Clinics,
Dr. Tavaszi expanded patient capacity and
comprehensive services for seniors and the
homeless population. From 2017 to 2018 Dr.
Tavaszi served as the chief executive officer
of Ritter Center where she provided valuable
assistance during a transition in leadership.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Tavaszi’'s career of
leadership and vision has helped hospitals
and clinics in our region provide affordable,
high-quality health care to our most under-
served populations. Therefore, please join me
in recognizing Dr. Linda Tavaszi on her well-
deserved honor and in wishing her the best of
luck in her continuing pursuit of quality health
care for people in need.

———————

COMMEMORATION OF THE TREE
OF PEACE

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the planting of the
Tree of Peace on the grounds of the National
World War | Museum and Memorial in Kansas
City, Missouri. This ceremony is dignified by
the presence of Mr. Ross P. Marine, the Hon-
orary Consul of the Slovak Republic to the
Midwest United States and board member of
the Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas
City. During his eighteen-year tenure as Hon-
orary Consul, Mr. Marine has worked to
strengthen the economic, social, and cultural
ties between Slovakia and Mid-America, and
this spirit of international cooperation is re-
flected by the Tree of Peace project. Since the
dedication of the National WWI Museum and
Memorial on Armistice Day in 1926, Kansas
City, Missouri has been home to the country’s
foremost institution committed to preserving
the history of the First World War. In the shad-
ows of the Liberty Memorial—the most fitting
location our country offers for this project—the
Tree of Peace will convey a message of good-
will and contribute to the reflective nature of
this consecrated site.

Between July 28, 1914 and November 11,
1918, the First World War claimed the lives of
nine million combatants and nearly eight mil-
lion civilians. Another twenty-one million mili-
tary personnel were wounded during the
course of the war. In the United States alone,
over 116,000 servicemen were killed, 204,000
were wounded, and 3,350 went missing.
Among the American casualties, 441 were
from Kansas City. To this day, World War | re-
mains among the most costly and destructive
wars in history.
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When the National WWI Museum and Me-
morial opened to the public in 1926, President
Calvin Coolidge explained that the memorial
had “not been raised to commemorate war
and victory, but rather the results of war and
victory, which are embodied in peace and lib-
erty.” The Tree of Peace project, initiated by
Slovak landscape architect Dr. Marek Sabala,
serves a similar purpose.

The Tree of Peace project is an inter-
national initiative that began in the Slovak Re-
public last year to mark the 100th anniversary
of the First World War's conclusion. Within
four years, Dr. Sabala hopes to plant a Tree
of Peace on every continent, a mission de-
signed to champion a message of peace and
the need to avoid armed conflicts. Each Tree
of Peace also stands as a living tribute to all
those who fought and perished in World War
I, including those who lost their lives on un-
known battlefields and who remain known only
God. So far, eight Trees of Peace have been
planted in four participating countries: Austria,
Slovakia, Russia, and Poland. With the plant-
ing of a Tree of Peace at the National WWI
Museum and Memorial on June 21st, the
United States will join this international com-
munity in hopes of achieving a world free from
global conflict. At a National Historic Landmark
that has attracted over two million visitors
since 2006, the Tree of Peace will establish its
roots at one of the most treasured sites in
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District and the
nation.

The motto of the Tree of Peace project, to
“make love the lifeblood of this world,” articu-
lates an ideal that is antithetical to the deprav-
ity of warfare. Visitors to the National WWI
Museum and Memorial walk across a glass
bridge above a field of 9,000 red poppies—
each of which represents 1,000 combat
deaths suffered during the War. Conversely,
the Tree of Peace symbolizes belief in a future
where war no longer inflicts senseless death
on so many. World War | was described by
many contemporaries as “the war to end all
wars.” While the international community has
repeatedly proven this description false—with
graves all across the world bearing testament
to the devastating consequences of armed
conflict—the Tree of Peace expresses faith
that we may, once and for all, see war come
to an end.

The Liberty Memorial Tower is flanked by
two Assyrian Sphinx sculptures, known as
Memory and Future. While Memory shields its
eyes from the horrors of war, and Future
shields its eyes from the uncertainty of times
to come, the Tree of Peace affirms hope in a
future that need not cause one to cover one’s
eyes in fear.

The Tree of Peace project encourages each
of us to recommit ourselves to the noble pur-
suit of perpetual peace—in which bullets,
bombs, and bayonets are all set aside; hos-
tility is replaced with civility; and antagonism
gives way to amity. The Tree of Peace calls
on nations to silence the beating of their war
drums, cast away their rattling sabers, and
pay no heed to war hawks. Only then will the
“just and lasting peace” that is described on
the north wall of the memorial become a re-
ality.

I\%adam Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating the planting of the Tree of Peace at
the National WWI Museum and Memorial in
Kansas City, Missouri. Let us recognize this
occasion by reflecting on the values of friend-
ship, harmony, and goodwill.
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CONGRATULATING ST. DOMINIC’S
GIRLS SOCCER TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2019 CLASS III STATE
SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the St. Dominic Crusaders Girls
Soccer team for winning the 2019 Missouri
Class Il State Soccer Championship.

This team and Coach Greg Koeller, should
be commended for their hard work throughout
this past year and for bringing home the state
championship to their school and community.
This is the first state championship win for the
girls’ soccer team since 2013, with many more
to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing the St. Dominic Crusaders Girls
Soccer team for a job well done.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF NEW JERSEY
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ASSOCIA-
TION’S EMPLOYER LEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEES AND FRANK ROBIN-
SON

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to join with the New Jersey Business & Indus-
try Association as they celebrate 60 years of
Employer Legislative Committees and pay trib-
ute to Frank Robinson for his 40 years of
service to New Jersey. These incredible mile-
stones and the New Jersey Business & Indus-
try Association’s efforts to support New Jersey
businesses are truly deserving of this body’s
recognition.

With a 40-year career spanning the public,
private and political sectors, Frank Robinson is
a well-known and well-respected face in Tren-
ton. He has served in leadership roles at the
New Jersey Democratic State Committee and
the New Jersey General Assembly, as well as
the 2001 New Jersey Congressional Re-dis-
tricting Commission. Currently serving as a
Vice President of Government Affairs for the
New Jersey Business & Industry Association
(NJBIA) since 2002, Frank has been an effec-
tive voice for New Jersey’s business commu-
nity. He is the longstanding Executive Director
of the State Employer Legislative Committees
(ELCs) as well as Director of the NJBIA’s
Grassroots Network. He also serves as a
member on the Monmouth-Ocean Develop-
ment Group Board of Directors and as a
Trustee of the Jersey Shore Partnership.
Throughout his tenure with the NJBIA and be-
yond, Frank has distinguished himself as an
advocate for the growth and viability of New
Jersey.

Established by the NJBIA in 1959, today’s
eighteen ELCs provide local representation
and accessibility to businesses in each county
across the state. Hosting regular meetings,
ELCs offer opportunities for business people
to meet with local, state and Federal officials,
hear directly from NJBIA’s knowledgeable gov-
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ernment affairs representatives and network
with colleagues. ELCs provide an outlet for
local businesses to discuss issues and learn
about regulations and policies affecting their
industry and employees.

For over 100 years, the NJBIA has rep-
resented the common interests of New Jer-
sey’s manufacturing and business industry. It
continues to be a leading voice in New Jer-
sey’s state capital on industry affairs and an
effective advocate on behalf of its members.
Its information, programs and services are in-
valuable resources to companies and its un-
derstanding of laws and regulations help
NJBIA members navigate the changing indus-
try landscape. NJBIA’s efforts to promote and
expand New Jersey’s business community are
supported by its proficient and competent staff
and the successful information sharing of its
ELCs.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope my col-
leagues will join me in marking 60 years of
Employer Legislative Committees and hon-
oring Frank Robinson’s 40 years of dedicated
leadership to New Jersey.

IN RECOGNITION OF RANDOLPH
GOODMAN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the career and service of Ran-
dolph Goodman. He recently retired after 26
years of work at Gary Job Corps.

Randolph Goodman was born and raised in
Austin, Texas. In 1968, while attending The
University of Texas at Arlington, he was in-
spired to join the Navy and serve his country
after the assassination of Robert Kennedy and
Dr. Martin Luther King.

After serving in the Navy for 20 years and
completing his double major in history and po-
litical science, Mr. Goodman began working at
Gary Job Corps as the Public Information Offi-
cer and Business Community Liaison.

The organization is dedicated to giving
young adults access to free academic and
technical career training. It puts young people
on the path to the American dream through
hard work and education. Not only does it set
them up for economic success—it gives them
the pride and purpose that comes from earn-
ing a diploma or technical certification and be-
ginning a meaningful career. The San Marcos
location, that Mr. Goodman served at, is the
largest Job Corps Center in the State of
Texas.

Throughout his 26 years at Gary Job Corps,
he has traveled to Washington, D.C. to advo-
cate for funding and ensure students have ac-
cess to the resources they need to thrive. Mr.
Goodman has credited his success and tenac-
ity during his time at Gary Job Corps to the
students he has represented.

In his free time, Mr. Goodman has also
served in many nonprofit organizations and
committees in San Marcos, Texas. However,
his believes his greatest success is marrying
his childhood sweetheart. Mr. Goodman and
his wife, Eva, will be celebrating their 49th
wedding anniversary this December.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, during Roll
Call Vote number 355 on H.R. 2740, | mistak-
enly recorded my vote as No when | should
have voted Aye.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF
CONSUELLO ‘‘CONNIE” HARPER

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
the life of Mrs. Consuello “Connie” Harper.

Mrs. Harper, former president and CEO of
Central Alabama Opportunities Industrializa-
tion Center, passed away on June 17, 2019.

The program has helped train and equip
low-to-moderate income families in Central
Alabama since 1968. Mrs. Harper’s nationally
recognized self-help programs included pro-
viding women with non-traditional training in
highway construction and young adults with
Job Readiness Training.

Mrs. Harper's daughter, Sylvia Harper, and
grandson, Retired Army Special Forces
“Green Beret” Lieutenant Colonel Kali
McMurray, will continue OIC’s work.

Mrs. Harper also worked as an educator in
Macon County and served on the Macon
County School Board. Her husband, Socrates
Harper, is a retired educator and previously
served as District County Commissioner for
Macon County.

She was a lifelong resident of the Tysonville
community in Macon County.

Madam Speaker, please join me in com-
memorating the life of Mrs. Harper.

—————

CONGRATULATING ST. ELIZA-
BETH’S BASEBALL TEAM FOR
WINNING THE 2019 CLASS I
STATE BASEBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating my hometown high school, the
St. Elizabeth Hornets Baseball team for win-
ning the 2019 Missouri Class | State Baseball
Championship.

This team and Coach, Caleb Heckemeyer,
should be commended for their hard work
throughout this past year and for bringing
home the state championship to their school
and community. This is the first year since
1997 the Hornets have won the title, with
many more good seasons to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing the St. Elizabeth Hornets Baseball
team for a job well done.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND MILI-
TARY SERVICE OF WORLD WAR
II VETERAN, JAMES E. HUDSON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and military
service of World War |l Veteran James E.
Hudson. Mr. Hudson has always placed God
and family first in his life, offering friendship
and brotherly love to all those who crossed his
path.

Mr. Hudson was born on June 21, 1919, in
Tishomingo County, Mississippi. He spent his
childhood in luka, MS with his parents, Milton
and Florence Hudson, and his seven siblings.
Mr. Hudson graduated from luka High School
where he played on the basketball team.

Mr. Hudson was drafted to the United
States Army right out of high school in 1941.
He spent his basic training at Camp LeJeune,
North Carolina before being sent to Fort Bliss,
Texas, to serve in the First Calvary division,
also known as the Horse Calvary, of the
United States Army. Mr. Hudson was later de-
ployed to the Pacific theater where he went to
New Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago, the
Southern Philippines, and Luzon for 2 years.
He completed his service in 1945.

After the War, Mr. Hudson returned to luka,
Mississippi where he still resides to this day.
He married his sweetheart, Mae Romine from
Florence, Alabama and they had four children.
Mr. Hudson worked as a carpenter for TVA
building dams on the Tennessee River. He
has been blessed with thirteen grandchildren
and sixteen great-grandchildren.

Throughout his life and to this day, Mr. Hud-
son set an example for his children to follow.
Mr. Hudson, a lifelong Christian, is a Meth-
odist and attributes his 100 years of happiness
to Psalm 118:24: “This is the day which the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad
therein.”

On June 21st of 2019, Mr. Hudson will cele-
brate his 100th birthday. Mr. Hudson is an
American patriot who served our great nation
and continues to set an example for others to
follow. We wish him many more years of good
health.

————

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate National Gun Violence Awareness
Month. Since 2017, National Gun Violence
Awareness month has been celebrated annu-
ally in June.

For too long and too often we, as a nation,
have mourned with yet another community
that was tragically impacted by gun violence.
This is one community too many. Deaths from
mass shootings in the U.S. are increasing at
an alarming rate. After Sandy Hook, over
2,086 mass shootings have taken lives of
Americans. From the Tree of Life synagogue
in Pittsburgh to the gurdwara in Oak Creek;
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from Sandy Hook Elementary to Stoneman
Douglas High School; from the Pulse Night
Club in Florida to the music festival shooting
in Las Vegas—these places and events have
sadly become memorialized. And there are
countless more victims of gun violence who
never made it to our news cycle.

Gun violence is indeed an epidemic. In ad-
dition to the lives lost, every bullet—every
gunshot—rips apart the fabric of a community.
For all those who were faced with gun vio-
lence—there is no going back. One such trag-
edy is one too many.

Victims of domestic abuse are especially
susceptible to gun violence. That is why we
must do all that we can to protect survivors of
dating violence and stalking. Currently, nearly
one million women alive today have been shot
or shot at by an intimate partner. Studies have
also shown that women experiencing situa-
tions where domestic abusers have access to
a gun are five times as likely to be fatally shot.
Women of color suffer from an even higher
risk of death in similar situations.

We cannot become desensitized to the
number of deaths in the news. We must act
now. That is why | was proud to help pass on
the floor of the House of Representatives H.R.
8, the Bipartisan Background Checks Act of
2019, and H.R. 1112, the Enhanced Back-
ground Checks Act to ensure universal back-
ground checks and close the Charleston loop-
hole that enabled the hate crime at Mother
Emanuel Church. In the 100 days of Senate’s
inaction and refusal to allow these bills a vote
on the Senate floor, 233 New Yorkers were
killed by gun violence. This—and every inci-
dent of gun violence—is a travesty.

No one should live their lives in constant
fear. No parent should have to fear for their
children as their kids go to school. No one
should fear if their presence in a place of wor-
ship or a theatre makes them vulnerable.

Madam Speaker, as we mark National Gun
Violence Awareness Month, we must be even
more emboldened to demand change now.
We need to remind the nation—including our
policymakers—of the lives that have been
taken by gun violence and the urgent need for
commonsense gun violence prevention. | call
on my colleagues in the Senate to pass H.R.
8 today. While National Gun Violence Aware-
ness Month occurs in June, we must fight
every single day of the year to prevent the
countless deaths caused by the lack of gun
restrictions. Thoughts and prayers are mean-
ingless without critical action. Enough is
enough.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, on the
evening of Tuesday, June 18th, | was leading
a night tour for a group of students visiting
from Arkansas and was not aware that the
vote times had been moved up by one hour
and therefore missed the first five votes in the
series. Had | been present, | would have
voted Yea on Roll Call No. 334, Yea on Roll
Call No. 335, Yea on Roll Call No. 336, Yea
on Roll Call No. 337, and Yea on Roll Call No.
338.
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RECOGNIZING LEOR TORCHMAN
AUERBACH FOR RECEIVING THE
SCOOP JACKSON AWARD

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, in partner-
ship with my colleague, Congressman ADAM
KINZINGER, | rise to recognize Leor Torchman
Auerbach for being honored with the 2019
CityPAC Scoop Jackson Award. Her career
and service for over 20 years as an advocate
and leader in Chicago’s Pro-Israel advocacy
community make her an ideal recipient for this
honor. She has devoted her personal time and
professional career to strengthening the U.S.-
Israel relationship.

Since the 2000’s, Leor has served as a
longtime CityPAC Board member and her or-
ganizational and fund-raising approach set the
standard that CityPAC continues to emulate.
She has also served as the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) Chicago Co-
Chair of the Young Leadership Council in ad-
dition to her continuing role as an AIPAC llli-
nois Council Member.

She leads Americans United in Support of
Democracy, a political action committee which
has organized more than one thousand com-
munity events for Members of Congress, culti-
vating bipartisan support for the U.S.-Israel re-
lationship.

Leor’'s deep passion for Israel is reflected in
her work. As a granddaughter of Holocaust
survivors, she is a friend and supporter to the
entire community, and her activism is an inspi-
ration and model for us all.

Madam Speaker, we ask our colleagues to
join us in recognizing Leor Torchman
Auerbach for her receipt of the 2019 CityPAC
Scoop Jackson Award. She is an inspiring fig-
ure in our community and we thank her for her
years of service.

——

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH,
WORLD REFUGEE DAY, AND H.R.
2489, THE WAIVER ACCOUNT-
ABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
ACT

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in celebration, of Immigrant Heritage
Month and World Refugee Day, which comes
at a time when this Administration is under-
taking unprecedented and cruel actions
against immigrants.

Each June, we recognize the enormous
contributions that immigrants have made to
our country. Our country is a nation of immi-
grants and during this month we acknowledge
their work in our military, as entrepreneurs, as
educators, and activists.

Today is also World Refugee Day.

This year, the United States will only accept
up to 30,000 refugees—a historically low num-
ber. In 2016, our country took in almost
85,000 refugees. We must do better.

As Americans of conscience, we must com-
mit ourselves to standing against any treat-
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ment of immigrants and refugees that con-
tradicts our values of inclusion and support for
human rights.

This Administration has undertaken a
shameful immigration blueprint that has at-
tacked and demonized immigrants at every
turn. From the discriminatory Muslim Ban to
the cruel Family Separation Policy, these ac-
tions will forever be a stain on our nation’s his-
tory.

The immigration policies of this President
will also leave lasting scars for countless indi-
viduals and families. These include:

Children ripped away from their parents and
loved ones;

Veterans deported after bravely serving our
country;

Children in government custody who had
legal services, classes and recreation can-
celed;

DREAMers who have had their DACA pro-
tections stripped away; and

Immigrants at detention facilities with abhor-
rent conditions, including private prisons being
run by for-profit contractors.

We are better than this.

| am working to improve conditions at immi-
gration detention facilities. Immigrants in U.S.
custody should be treated with dignity and re-
spect. That is why | recently introduced the
Waiver Accountability and Transparency Act,
H.R. 2489.

My legislation will stop U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement's abuse of a waiver
system that allows detention facilities to cir-
cumvent critical federal standards. Waiving
these standards endangers the health and
safety of tens of thousands of immigrants.

In January, the Department of Homeland
Security’s Office of the Inspector General re-
leased a report showing that ICE had no for-
mal policies to manage the waiver process
and it detailed egregious waivers granted by
ICE.

For example, ICE signed off on a waiver to
allow the for-profit contractor CoreCivic to use
CS gas, a chemical agent 10 times more toxic
than pepper spray, at the Otay Mesa Deten-
tion Center in California.

Furthermore, the Otero County Processing
Center in New Mexico was given a waiver by
ICE allowing them to commingle low-custody
and high-custody detainees. Detention stand-
ards prohibit commingling detainees with seri-
ous criminal histories with those who are non-
violent or have only committed immigration-re-
lated infractions.

My bill reforms ICE’s out-of-control waiver
process through increased transparency, ac-
countability, and oversight. ICE would need to
notify Congress and post online whenever a
waiver is granted. ICE’s leadership would
need to sign off on waivers. Waivers would no
longer be granted for indefinite amounts of
time and would need to be renewed every 90
days. In the most serious cases, a corrective
action plan must be in place before a waiver
could be granted.

We must do better. Those seeking a better
life are not criminals and must be treated with
dignity and respect.

As we recognize Immigrant Heritage Month
and World Refugee Day, it is vital to not only
reflect on and celebrate the contributions of
immigrants to our country, but to also act
against this Administration’s anti-immigrant
policies.
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IN HONOR OF A&W RESTAURANTS

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the oldest franchise restaurant in Amer-
ica—A&W. Today is its 100th birthday. As the
automobile opened new horizons for Ameri-
cans, A&W Restaurants pioneered the drive-in
restaurant and made the Root Beer Float a
household treat.

These small businesses are a source of
fond memories for generations of Americans.
A&W’s beloved mascot Rooty the Great Root
Bear is known from coast to coast.

A&W opened doors of opportunity so people
could start their own businesses as franchise
owners. These iconic restaurants became
hubs in towns across America, and A&W de-
veloped a culture of giving back, reflecting the
very best of heartland values.

Today begins their annual fundraising drive
for Disabled American Veterans. A&W has
raised over $800,000 for veteran-related char-
ities since 2011.

A&W is owned by its franchise partners,
who independently operate nearly 600 U.S.
restaurants. The National A&W Franchisee
Association headquarters is located in Rich-
mond, Kentucky.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
welcoming the A&W family to Washington to
celebrate their 100th Anniversary.

RECOGNIZING ALICE RODRIGUEZ
HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. FLORES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Alice Rodriguez of Waco, Texas,
who recently retired from the Waco City Coun-
cil.

Alice was first elected to the Waco City
Council in 1991. At the time of her election,
she was the first Hispanic woman on the city
council. She served for 10 years before taking
a break from 2001 to 2005. In 2005, she ran
again and served for another 14 years. Her
combined years of service make her the long-
est serving councilmember in Waco’s history.

Alice was first encouraged to run for office
to make a change in her community. Inspired
by her father, and recalling the difficulties
faced by the Hispanic community, she wanted
to advocate for equality for minorities and
Wacoans facing hardship.

During her career on the city council, Alice
was a passionate voice for her constituents.
While she supported forward looking policies
to conserve neighborhoods and bring more
opportunities for low-income families, Alice
also wanted to preserve the past.

Alice was instrumental in the foundation of
the Waco Hispanic Museum that opened in
2016. Alice wanted current and future genera-
tions to remember the strides made by the
Hispanic community in Waco and appreciate
their struggle for equality.

In addition to serving on the Waco City
Council, Alice has served on the boards of
several organization including National League
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of Cities’ University Communities Council, the
Texas Municipal League Association of His-
panic Municipal Officials, and the Heart of
Texas Council of Governments Executive
Committee. She has also been a member of
the League of United Latin American Citizens
and will continue to serve as local Council
273’s Executive Director.

Madam Speaker, | would like to thank Alice
Rodriguez for her many years of influential
service to our Central Texas community. |
wish her the best in her future endeavors.

| have requested that a United States flag
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to recog-
nize the community service and accomplish-
ments of Alice Rodriguez.

As | close today, | urge all Americans to
continue praying for our country, for our vet-
erans, for our military men and women who
protect us, and for our first responders who
keep us safe at home.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ELIZABETH
“BETSY” BARRETT

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Elizabeth “Betsy” Barrett as
she is honored by the Sandy Hook Foundation
for her years of service. It is my pleasure to
join with the Sandy Hook Foundation in thank-
ing Ms. Barrett for her tenure as President and
her continued service on the Board of Trust-
ees. Ms. Barrett’'s exemplary leadership and
contributions to the Sandy Hook Foundation
and the greater Monmouth County area are
truly deserving of this body’s recognition.

Throughout her many years with the Sandy
Hook Foundation, Ms. Barrett has been a tire-
less advocate for the park and its historical
and ecological importance. Under her leader-
ship, the Sandy Hook Foundation has assisted
the National Park Service in preserving valu-
able landmarks and highlighting the area’s
recreational offerings to attract thousands of
visitors to the park. At her direction, the Foun-
dation provided resources for the renovations
of the deteriorating Sandy Hook Lighthouse
Keepers Quarters and Superstorm Sandy-
damaged History House along Fort Hancock’s
Officer’s Row. Additionally, following
Superstorm Sandy’s destruction on Sandy
Hook, Ms. Barrett mobilized the Foundation to
assist park staff and emergency personnel as
they tackled the needs associated with re-
opening the park, helping navigate logistical
challenges and bringing food to the site.

From her hands-on help after Superstorm
Sandy to her friendly assistance to visitors
needing directions, Ms. Barrett is deeply in-
volved with the success and vitality of Sandy
Hook. Her leadership and hard work have
greatly benefited the park and its visitors. Her
efforts as President of the Sandy Hook Foun-
dation are valuable to our community and help
ensure that this historical and natural site is
available for future generations to enjoy.

Madam Speaker, once again, please join
me in thanking Betsy Barrett for her years as
President of the Sandy Hook Foundation and
her continued support and involvement.
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IN HONOR OF DORIS IRENE
PROULX

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Doris Irene Proulx, who is being
honored as the Franco-American of the year
by the Franco-American Centre of New Hamp-
shire. The Franco-American Centre of New
Hampshire is a non-profit working to preserve
the rich heritage of French communities in
New Hampshire by promoting history, culture,
and education of their historic, cultural, and ar-
tistic contributions. A proud member of the
Franco-American community, Doris has
served our state with unbridled distinction, as
a school guidance counselor, through constant
community service, and active involvement in
her faith community.

Doris Irene Proulx was born and raised in
Manchester, growing up in a bilingual French/
English household. She served the community
in a professional capacity for 38 years as a
guidance counselor at Manchester High
School West, including 21 years as Director of
Guidance. During this time, she earned the
NH Excellence in Education Award for Guid-
ance and was named Counselor of the Year.

Throughout her life, she has been a com-
mitted public servant, serving as a former
president of both the Manchester Women’s
Club and the Richelieu Club of Manchester.
She is also a Goodwill Ambassador and is an
active Member of the Franco-American Cen-
tre.

Doris continued to serve her faith commu-
nity as a former president of the Missionary
Rosebushes, Cardinal Lacroix Academy Advi-
sory Board, Lady of the Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, and cur-
rently serves as a section representative for
the Diocese of Manchester. Additionally, she
has been a lector in both English and French
at St. Ann-St. Augustin and St. Anthony
Churches for over 18 years.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | want to
thank Doris for her decades of dedication to
our community. | congratulate her again on
this well-deserved honor, and | thank her for
all that she does to make our state such a
wonderful place to learn, live, and grow.

————

CALLING ON VIETNAM TO
RELEASE MICHAEL NGUYEN

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, | want to
join my colleagues, especially KATIE PORTER
who has shown exceptional leadership on this
important issue, in calling on Vietham to re-
lease Michael Nguyen and allow him to return
home to his family.

Born in Vietnam, Michael left the country in
1975 and is a U.S. citizen who lives in my
home state of California. Michael has lived in
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the United States for decades and has no
criminal record. In fact, he has been an exem-
plary citizen. Besides being a business owner
and committed family man, Michael is active in
his church and his community.

In July 2018, Michael traveled to Vietham to
visit elderly family members. He had regularly
gone on trips to Vietnam. This time, however,
Michael was detained and imprisoned by the
Vietnamese police. It was over a week before
Vietham even acknowledged Michael had
been detained. Then, for nearly a year, his
family, the American consulate, and con-
cerned members of Congress were given no
information about his alleged wrongdoings. In-
stead, despite repeated inquiries into the na-
ture of his alleged crimes, the Vietnamese au-
thorities kept stating that he was under inves-
tigation. It is a red flag that Michael was im-
prisoned for months and months without being
formally charged with a crime. Making matters
worse, he was not allowed to speak or see his
family members, nor was he given access to
an attorney.

Only recently was Michael officially indicted
on the vague charge of carrying out activities
against the Viethamese government. Although
Michael's trial is expected to begin later this
month, his alleged transgressions are appar-
ently still a state secret in Vietnam.

As Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Asia, | hope to strengthen
the U.S.-Vietnamese relationship. Our two
countries have many common interests. De-
spite the scars of history, we have a bur-
geoning friendship. Many U.S. companies
have large operations in Vietham—including
Nike, Adidas, Under Armour, Levi’s, and Con-
verse—helping to propel Vietham’s extraor-
dinary economic growth.

Michael’s unjust imprisonment jeopardizes
this progress. To avoid that outcome, the Viet-
namese government should immediately re-
lease Michael and allow him to return home to
his family in California. That would be a win-
win outcome for the United States and Viet-
nam. Most importantly, it would bring an end
to the unimaginable tragedy Michael's loving
wife and children have had to endure over the
last year.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| was unable to cast my vote on June 18,
2019 for Roll Call Vote 323, Roll Call Vote
324, Roll Call Vote 325, Roll Call 326, Roll
Call 327, Roll Call 328, Roll Call 329, Roll Call
330, Roll Call 331, and Roll Call 332. Had |
been present, my vote would have been the
following: Aye on Roll Call Vote 323, No on
Roll Call Vote 324, Aye on Roll Call Vote 325,
Aye on Roll Call Vote 326, No on Roll Call
Vote 327, Aye on Roll Call Vote 328, No on
Roll Call Vote 329, Aye on Roll Call Vote 330,
Aye on Roll Call Vote 331, and Aye on Roll
Call 332.
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CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CITY OF
MANISTEE

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it's my
honor to recognize the city of Manistee upon
the occasion of its 150th Anniversary. Through
one and a half centuries of community invest-
ment and growth, Manistee has become an in-
dispensable part of Northern Michigan.

The first Europeans to settle in what was
eventually called Manistee were Jesuit mis-
sionaries in the 18th century. By the mid-
1800s, the settlement had grown into a suc-
cessful hub for the fur and lumber trades in
the region. While the town was nearly de-
stroyed by the Great Michigan Fire in 1871,
the city of Manistee would recover and evolve
over the following century and a half into the
jewel of Northern Michigan that it is today.

In honor of Manistee’s sesquicentennial, the
Manistee County Historical Museum is hosting
a variety of events and celebrations through-
out the year. The festivities kicked off in Feb-
ruary with the “Fun with the Founding Fa-
thers” event, where visitors learned about the
incorporation of the city of Manistee, the first
city council, and the people that made
Manistee what it is today. The closing cere-
monies for the year-long festivities will be in
December, with the “Wintertime in the City”
exhibit of photographs showing the winter sea-
son in Manistee over the last 150 years.

Madam Speaker, day after day, the city of
Manistee continues to set a positive example
of what can be achieved when the people of
a community work together for the common
good. It's my honor to congratulate them for
their 150 years of success and community
growth. On behalf of my constituents, | wish
Manistee all the best as it ventures into the fu-
ture.

—

CONGRATULATING THE PROSPER
HIGH SCHOOL MEN’'S LACROSSE
TEAM

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, | rise
to congratulate the Prosper High School Men’s
Lacrosse team on bringing home their first
state championship title by defeating the
Smithson Valley Rangers 11 to 5.

This team proved their ability to stay com-
posed while overcoming obstacles under pres-
sure. Winning is not just about talent, skill, or
the type of cleats you wear; winning is about
character on and off the fleld alongside hard
work and commitment to one’s team.

The Prosper Eagles showed their dedication
to these values from the very beginning.

| know | speak on behalf of our entire com-
munity when | say, the city of Prosper is
beaming with pride.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Prosper High School Men’s La-
crosse team on their successful season.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions

2019 PROSPER MEN’'S LACROSSE TEAM
Parker Haven
Mikey Nader
Jack Delano
Zane Williams
Luke Teigen
Garrett Elliott
Lee Rowden
Sam Osborne
Tucker Faircloth
Nolan DaRosa
Cabe Parham
Christian Acosta
Connor Hill
Cole Garvin
Broc Tullis
Carson Fearin
Zach Eckstein
Brandon Pierce
Cole Schmitt
Landon Silerio
Bryce Murrin
Tyler Trampas

ichael Vandershuit
Justin Endicott
Aeden Fenley
Ryan Myers
Hunter Sheffield
Peyton Marshall
Hayden Stout
Will Honeycutt
Nathan Typrin
Cole Spurr
Coach Corey Caputo

———

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2020

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK TAKANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 19, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3055) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2020, and for other purposes:

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Chair, | rise in sup-
port of En Bloc Amendment No. 2, which in-
cludes my language that makes clear the in-
tent of Congress to maintain federal protec-
tions under the Civil Rights Act.

Since 1964, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
has prohibited discrimination on the basis of
race, color, and national origin in all federally
funded programs and activities. It is the law of
the land. Unfortunately, there have been wide-
spread efforts by this Administration to roll
back protections under Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act. Rollback of any parts of the Civil
Rights Act, including Title VI, would have a
devastating impact on countless people.

It is the intent of Congress to instruct that all
federal agencies vigorously enforce and imple-
ment the civil rights protections guaranteed
under Title VI and Congress will be opposed
to any and all efforts to undermine these pro-
tections whether intentional or not.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, | erro-
neously voted “no” on Amendment 24 offered
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by Representatives Amash and Lofgren to
H.R. 2740. | would like to correct my vote to
a “yes” on this amendment.

————

RECOGNIZING INTERFAITH TAMPA
BAY ON THEIR FIFTH ANNUAL
INTERFAITH PRIDE  WORSHIP
SERVICE

HON. CHARLIE CRIST

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. CRIST. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Interfaith Tampa Bay on their fifth annual
Interfaith Pride Worship Service in St. Peters-
burg, Florida. | am honored to represent such
an inclusive and diverse district. This worship
service demonstrates that an attitude of not
just tolerance, but acceptance, is shared by
our faith leaders of all beliefs and back-
grounds.

Interfaith Tampa Bay is an organization unit-
ing faith leaders and believers of different reli-
gious backgrounds, coming together in prayer,
service, and mutual support. The Pride Wor-
ship Service, taking place within the city-wide
celebration of St. Pete Pride, gives LGBTQ
members of the faith community an oppor-
tunity to worship and celebrate God’s love sur-
rounded by those who accept and support
them. The Pride Worship Service invites all in
attendance to worship at the altar of compas-
sion, kindness, and understanding.

Hosted by King of Peace Metropolitan Com-
munity Church in St. Petersburg, Florida, the
Pride Worship Service features leaders of the
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and Buddhist faiths.
This service is proceeded by a Pride March
through the streets of the city to the steps of
the church, demonstrating the interconnectivity
between faith, pride, and self-love. It is a mes-
sage to all that one need not choose between
their faith and their identity, and that it is only
when we are able to truly love ourselves that
we are able to love God.

Through the Pride Worship Service and
other community gatherings, Interfaith Tampa
Bay is fostering a sense of community be-
tween the faith communities in our region, and
reestablishing the church, mosque, syna-
gogue, and other houses of worship as places
of love and enlightenment for all. Recently, the
organization hosted the Tampa Bay lftar Din-
ner to celebrate the Muslim observance of
Ramadan and recognize the achievements of
Tampa Bay’s Muslim community. In light of re-
cent incidences of violence within these sa-
cred spaces, the role of Interfaith Tampa Bay
and similar institutions is incredibly important
in the fight against intolerance and hate.

On behalf of my Tampa Bay neighbors, |
want to recognize Interfaith Tampa Bay, King
of Peace MCC, Allendale UMC, Congregation
B’Nai Israel, and all participating faith organi-
zations for their support of the LGBTQ com-
munity.
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HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to correct the official record regarding two of
my recorded votes from yesterday’s House
consideration of H.R. 2740, the Departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act of 2020.

During the chamber’s recorded vote on
House Amendment 379 | voted aye rather no,
which was not my intention. Further, although
| was not able to cast a vote-for House
Amendment 381, | wish to note that | would
have voted aye.
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COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2020

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3055) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2020, and for other purposes:

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Chair, my amend-
ment would place a funding limitation on the
Environmental Protection Agency’s ability to
utilize the Title 42 hiring authority.

The Title 42 hiring authority gives the De-
partment of Health and Human Services
(HHS) the ability to incentivize and expedite
the recruitment of scientists and other experts
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working in the cutting edge of public health.
Congress authorized this authority for HHS
alone in the 1940s. However, in 2006, this au-
thority was extended to the Environmental
Protection Agency by an appropriations bill—
it did not go through the authorization process.

A 2015 report by the EPA’s Office of In-
spector General discovered that the EPA did
not properly demonstrate a need to use the
Title 42 hiring authority, nor did it provide clear
and convincing justification for its continued
use. As of 2015, the total annual salary for
EPA Title 42 appointments is between $3.5
million and $6.75 million. This is just further
evidence that the EPA’s use of the Title 42
hiring authority must come to an end. The
ability of the EPA to hire outside of the regular
General Services scale must first go through
regular order.

| urge support for this amendment so that
Congress has the time to fully review this
problematic hiring authority before appro-
priating additional funding.
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