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brought long-overdue national atten-
tion to missing and murdered indige-
nous women.

After meeting with local families of
victims, State and local law enforce-
ment, and regional Tribes, it has be-
come clear to me that central Wash-
ington has a unique perspective on this
crisis.

The stories about these women are
heartbreaking. It is with these stories
and mine that I have urged both House
Judiciary and Natural Resources Com-
mittees to hold a field hearing on the
Yakama Nation reservation to learn
firsthand how this crisis is plaguing
our communities.

I am pleased to have gained the sup-
port of local Tribes and the YWCA in
Yakima in calling for a field hearing,
and I am eager to have committee
members hear their stories as well.

Thankfully, justice was served upon
Savanna’s murderers. We owe the same
justice for the many murdered, miss-
ing, indigenous women.

———

SENIOR COMMUNITY SERVICE EM-
PLOYMENT PROGRAM AND CON-
STITUENT GERALDINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
KENDRA S. HORN of OKklahoma). The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for
5 minutes.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to share with my
colleagues the story of one of my con-
stituents, Geraldine, as a reminder
that the work that we do here on the
floor impacts people’s lives.

Geraldine received assistance from
the Senior Community Service Em-
ployment Program, which is also
known as SCSEP.

We provided $464 million to SCSEP in
the minibus package that we passed
yesterday, H.R. 2740. The bill included
fiscal year 2020 funding for critical pro-
grams at the Department of Labor that
help Americans like Geraldine find jobs
and gain new skills in their journey to
become reemployed, programs like Job
Corps, Registered Apprenticeship,
YouthBuild, and, of course, SCSEP.

Geraldine is a perfect example of why
this funding is so important. She is a
mother and a grandmother and the
main provider for her granddaughter
and two grandchildren.

When the financial crisis of 2008 hit,
she lost her job, a devastating moment
for her family’s only source of income.
She quietly retired, but like far too
many Americans, she did not have
enough savings to stop working.

Her family needed her, and she need-
ed to find work, a task made difficult
with her age, existing skill set, and,
now, gap in employment. Fortunately,
Geraldine was able to take advantage
of SCSEP through Easterseals in New
Jersey.

Created by the Older Americans Act
of 1965, the Senior Community Service
Employment Program has helped low
income, unemployed seniors learn new,
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in-demand skills and reenter the work-
force for more than 50 years. Partici-
pants enrolled in SCSEP receive a sub-
sidized minimum wage for work at a
nonprofit agency while learning skills
to help them reenter the workforce.

But SCSEP does more than just
skills training. Its greatest success is
helping seniors regain their sense of
confidence and self-fulfillment. Some
programs have services that help sen-
iors get glasses or even pay rent and
utility bills.

Geraldine shared this with me, that
SCSEP was instrumental in helping
her regain her sense of purpose. She
was so successful in her program, that
she was offered a position at
Easterseals to support new partici-
pants in the program through their
own journeys to reemployment, people
who were previously in the same posi-
tion as she.

Increasingly, seniors like Geraldine
have become the primary caretakers
for their grandchildren. This is espe-
cially true for places that have been
ravaged by the opioid crisis.

That is why it is so important that
we support more programs at SCSEP
at the Department of Labor. There are
countless seniors out there with no-
where to turn. SCSEP is one of the an-
swers that gets them back to work.

Madam Speaker, before I close, I
want to share with you one last anec-
dote from Geraldine.

She shared with me her story about a
boy in her community who didn’t want
to throw away broken crayons. In defi-
ance of his dad, this little boy said
even broken crayons still color just as
brightly as ever. Geraldine says that
she sees herself in broken crayons and
knows that her colors shine just as
brightly as any others.

We must ensure that critical pro-
grams like SCSEP are fully funded as
grandparents across America are in-
creasingly becoming the primary
breadwinners in their families.

I am proud that my colleagues and I
voted to pass H.R. 2740 yesterday, and
as a member of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies, I am committed to
advocating for more programs that
support our seniors.

———

NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, Tuesday morning, I
had the honor of being in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, at the State capitol to
speak about my bill, Whole Milk for
Healthy Kids Act. The House Agri-
culture and Rural Affairs Committee
at the State legislature hosted a panel
to discuss my legislation that would
increase milk options in school
lunchrooms across the country.

Later that morning, we gathered in
the capitol rotunda with State law-
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makers and representatives of the
dairy industry, dairy farm families
from throughout the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, to rally in support of
putting whole milk back in our
schools.

Madam Speaker, dairy products like
milk contain 9 essential nutrients that
can help reduce your risk of high blood
pressure, osteoporosis, and certain can-
cers. It is helpful with weight manage-
ment. And whether it is protein to help
build and repair muscle tissue of active
bodies or Vitamin A to help maintain
healthy skin, dairy products are a nat-
ural nutrient powerhouse.

I was especially glad to participate in
these events, because June is National
Dairy Month.

Proudly, the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania is one of the largest milk-pro-
ducing States in the Nation, and this
annual tradition celebrates the con-
tributions the dairy industry and dairy
farm families have made to the world.
It is my hope that, through this legis-
lation, we will be able to allow stu-
dents to select the type of milk that
they love best, including flavored and
whole milk.

This legislation is in response to
changes made in 2010 to the School
Lunch Program. That year, the
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act amend-
ed the nutrition standards and man-
dated that flavored milk must be fat-
free.

This law, along with the lowest par-
ticipation in the program, led to an
alarming decline in milk consumption
in schools since 2010. Declining milk
consumption in schools not only im-
pacts students where they don’t get the
nutrition that they need, but also the
dairy farm families in rural commu-
nities across the Nation.

In addition to the Whole Milk for
Healthy Kids Act, I recently intro-
duced another bill with Congressman
JOE COURTNEY to expand milk options
for students and reverse the decline of
milk consumption in schools. The
School Milk Nutrition Act of 2019 reaf-
firms and codifies a recent regulation
from the USDA by providing schools
with the option to serve lowfat milk
with flavor, and it requires that milk
offered is consistent with the most re-
cent dietary guidelines for Americans.

In November of 2017, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture announced regu-
latory changes for the National School
Lunch and School Breakfast Programs,
including a provision that provides
schools with the option to serve lowfat
1 percent flavored milk.
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I urge my colleagues to sign on to
these Dbills during National Dairy
Month and allow our students the op-
tion of consuming the type of milk
that they love with the nutrition that
they need.

I thank the Pennsylvania lawmakers
and members of the dairy industry who
stood together in Harrisburg on Tues-
day in support of the Whole Milk for
Healthy Kids Act.
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