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the treatment they need, regardless of
where they live.

June is Post-Traumatic Stress Dis-
order Awareness Month. I encourage
my colleagues to support our veterans
and military members who suffer from
PTSD. We must keep our commitments
to them and provide the highest qual-
ity of care.

———

NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL
COMMISSION AMENDMENT

(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank my col-
leagues for unanimously passing my bi-
partisan amendment yesterday to in-
crease funding by $3 million to the
Northern Border Regional Commission.

The NBRC is a critical, rural eco-
nomic development agency that has
created jobs in my district and sup-
ported so many meaningful projects
around New Hampshire.

From 2010-2017, the NBRC invested
over $7 million into the Granite State
communities and, more importantly,
leveraged nearly $31 million in match-
ing funds.

This is a smart and strategic use of
tax dollars, and I am so pleased that
the House passed my bipartisan amend-
ment with Congressman CHRIS PAPPAS,
Congresswoman ELISE STEFANIK, and
Congressman PETER WELCH, to increase
funding to the historic level of $25 mil-
lion in the next fiscal year.

As a conferee on the 2018 farm bill
conference committee, I was pleased to
lead the effort to add Cheshire and
Belknap Counties, and I am delighted
to add $3 million.

——————

ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, June is
Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness
Month, and I rise today to share with
this Chamber the impact that Alz-
heimer’s disease has had on this coun-
try and my family.

Today, 5.8 million Americans live
with brain disease. I have witnessed
firsthand the burdens of these illnesses
because my father, Andrew Katko,
lived with Alzheimer’s for nearly a dec-
ade before succumbing to the disease a
few months ago.

My family was faced with the dif-
ficult decision on how to care for our
father during this time in his life. This
is not wuncommon among families
across our great Nation.

Often, family and friends are primary
caretakers for those suffering with Alz-
heimer’s and dementia. My mother,
Mary Lou, served as my father’s pri-
mary caregiver, joining 16 million
Americans who provide unpaid care.
This year, unpaid caregivers will pro-
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vide 18.5 billion hours of care valued at
$234 billion.

The BOLD Infrastructure for Alz-
heimer’s Act was signed into law last
Congress proudly and is now being im-
plemented. This legislation authorizes
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to research prevention
methods for dementias and establish
local treatment facilities.

I am committed to passing additional
policies that improve the lives of those
living with dementias.

——————

ACCESS TO BROADBAND

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, as we
work through this year’s appropria-
tions package, I want to thank my col-
leagues for passing my amendment to
fix our broken broadband mapping sys-
tem.

Access to broadband is a timely and
urgent need in my district, and if we
don’t address how we map and evaluate
who has high-speed Internet, small
business owners, students, and farmers
will be left behind.

The FCC’s recent Broadband Deploy-
ment Report states that more than 21
million Americans lack access to high-
speed internet, but everyone in this
body and back home knows there are
many more out there.

The issue is that we evaluate
broadband coverage based on census-
block mapping. In other words, if one
house on one block can purchase cov-
erage, the whole block is deemed
“served.”

We will never close the digital divide
relying on bad data. My amendment
prevents the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administra-
tion from relying solely on census-
block data for broadband availability
maps.

Bad data yields bad maps, and this
critical amendment will put an end to
it. I thank my colleagues for joining
me in support of this crucial amend-
ment.

———
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HONORING DAVIE COUNTY
FIREFIGHTERS

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I proudly
rise today to recognize and honor fire-
fighters from my district in Davie
County, North Carolina, who battled
an early morning fire caused by a
lightning strike earlier this week.
Thanks to their efforts and heroism,
Mr. Speaker, a church building was
spared.

Around 3:30 a.m. this Tuesday, Davie
County firefighters responded to a fire
at Smith Grove United Methodist
Church along U.S. Highway 158 in
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Mocksville. When the firefighters ar-
rived on the scene, flames were burst-
ing out of the roof and immediate ac-
tion was needed to stop the flames, ac-
cording to Smith Grove Fire Chief Don
Howard.

Even though the lightning strike
caused the steeple to fall off the roof of
the church, the firefighters pressed on
to fight the flames and save the major-
ity of the building.

I am grateful for the service of these
men and women, many of whom are
volunteers, who every day put them-
selves in danger to keep our families
and our communities safe.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to rec-
ognize the departments that responded,

which included Smith Grove, Farm-
ington, Cornatzer-Dulin, Mocksville,
the Cooleemee Fire Departments;

Davie EMS; Davie County Fire Mar-
shal’s Office; and the Davie County
Sheriff’s Office.

I thank these heroes and others like
them in our country.

NATIONAL GUARD AMENDMENT
WILL IMPROVE READINESS

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to discuss my amendment to H.R. 2740,
the Defense appropriations bill.

With the cosponsorship of my fellow
Kentuckian, Congressman GUTHRIE, my
amendment increases Army, Army Re-
serve, and Army National Guard oper-
ations and maintenance by $2 million
each for training support. This funding
will support the training of National
Guard and Reserve components by the
Army in order to improve readiness.

General Lengyel of the National
Guard Bureau, earlier this year before
the Appropriations Committee, said:
“There is only one standard of readi-
ness in fighting America’s wars. This
readiness requires the National Guard
to be deployable, sustainable, and
interoperable with our Active compo-
nents.”

As the representative for Kentucky’s
National Guard headquarters, it is es-
sential we support training and coordi-
nation between the components of our
Armed Forces.

I was proud to advocate for this im-
portant increased funding, which will
allow Active-Duty Army personnel to
more frequently advise, assist, and
train with Guard and Reserve units on
drill weekends to ensure both are meet-
ing the same level of readiness.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for adopting this amendment.

———

CELEBRATING AMERICAN EAGLE
DAY

(Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I am proud to once again rise
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