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Baranwal’s experience as the director
of the Gateway for Accelerated Innova-
tion in Nuclear, also referred to as
GAIN, provides her with an informed
perspective to push forward the re-
search, development, and deployment
of advanced reactor technologies.

Congress began to demonstrate its
strong support for advanced nuclear
through the enactment of two bills in
the last Congress, the Nuclear Energy
Innovation Capabilities Act and the
Nuclear Energy Innovation and Mod-
ernization Act. These new laws are in-
tended to facilitate reactor develop-
ment and streamline the licensing
process at the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

In addition, legislation I have spon-
sored, the Nuclear Energy Leadership
Act, has garnered 17 bipartisan cospon-
sors in this new Congress. Our bill pro-
vides for the next steps on advanced
nuclear technologies, including the
need to ensure high-assay, low-en-
riched uranium fuel is available for
them.

We need a strong leader in the Office
of Nuclear Energy, someone who recog-
nizes the potential of these tech-
nologies, who will move forward so
that we can realize that potential and
who will work to restore the United
States’ leadership in nuclear energy. I
appreciate Dr. Baranwal’s willingness
to serve in this role and urge my col-
leagues to support her nomination.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Rita Baranwal, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Nuclear Energy).

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), and the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 86,
nays b5, as follows:
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YEAS—86
Alexander Fischer Perdue
Baldwin Gardner Peters
Barrasso Graham Portman
Bennet Grassley Reed
Blackburn Hassan Risch
Blumenthal Hawley Roberts
Blunt Hginrich Romney
Boozman Hirono Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Brown Hyde-Smith Schumer
Burr Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cantwell Isakson Scott (SC)
Capito Johnson Shaheen
Cardin Jones Shelb
Carper Kaine . &by
Casey Kennedy Smgma
Collins King Smith
Coons Lankford Stabenow
Cornyn Leahy Sullivan
Cotton Lee Tester
Cramer Manchin Thune
Crapo McConnell Tillis
Cruz McSally Udall
Daines Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murkowski Whitehouse
Enzi Murphy Wicker
Ernst Murray Wyden
Feinstein Paul Young

NAYS—5
Cortez Masto Rosen Warren
Markey Schatz

NOT VOTING—9

Booker Harris Rounds
Cassidy Klobuchar Sanders
Gillibrand Moran Toomey

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 88, 90, 92, 93, 334,
195, 196, 197, and 287.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Seth Daniel
Appleton, of Missouri, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development; Dino Falaschetti, of
Montana, to be Director, Office of Fi-
nancial Research, Department of the
Treasury, for a term of six years; Rob-
ert Hunter Kurtz, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development; Bimal Patel, of
Georgia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury; Allison Herren Lee, of
Colorado, to be a Member of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission for a
term expiring June 5, 2022; Keith
Krach, of California, to be an Under
Secretary of State (Economic Growth,
Energy, and the Environment); Keith
Krach, of California, to be TUnited
States Alternate Governor of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development; Keith Krach, of Cali-
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fornia, to be United States Alternate
Governor of the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development for a
term of five years; United States Alter-
nate Governor of the Inter-American
Development Bank for a term of five
years; Jeffrey L. Eberhardt, of Wis-
consin, a Career Member of the Senior
Executive Service, to be Special Rep-
resentative of the President for Nu-
clear Nonproliferation, with the rank
of Ambassador.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nominations en bloc with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table en bloc; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; that no further motions be in
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Appleton,
Falaschetti, Kurtz, Patel, Lee, Krach,
Krach, Krach, and Eberhardt nomina-
tions en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2020—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate resume legis-
lative session on the motion to proceed
to S. 1790. I further ask that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the postcloture
time on S. 1790 expire at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, June 24.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

(The remarks of Mr. PORTMAN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1925
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. PORTMAN. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

CLEAN POWER PLAN

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, earlier
this week, the Trump administration,
through the EPA Administrator, An-
drew Wheeler, issued what was called
the Clean Power Plan rule. That re-
places the Obama-era Clean Power
Plan rule that dealt with carbon emis-
sions from our powerplants. I am very
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